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EDITORIAL NOTES

HE following phrase, which occurred in a letter recently received at Headquarters
T from a gentleman who had gone to a great deal of personal trouble to ensure the
success of an effort in aid of our funds, caused us some concern. The writer said.
quite incidentally and in his report of the affair, that “ some of your men resident in the
locality had promised to turn up, but I presume that as none were present during the
evening, were unable to come along.”  While, of course, we have no definite knowledge of
the circumstances which may have prevented the keeping of their promise by any St.
Dunstaner, we think it only due to the canse for which we all work to point out that such
promises for attendance at public funetions should not be given unless it is fully intended
and entirely possible to keep them. We ar very far from suggesting that St. Dunstaners
should feel it incumbent upon them to attend all gatherings in their neighbourhoad which
are conducted in aid of our funds, but there can be no doubt that the promise of the presence
of ene or more of the men whose sacrifice and whose claims for sympathy and interest have
given birth to such efforts should be ve ry rigorously kept. Our men generally have gained
a universal reputation for the most rigid fulfilment of their engagements, whether it be in
the direction of attendance at such functions as we have mentioned or in the more material
undertakings of life—the making and delivery to date of goods ordered—and we should be
sorry indeed to feel that punctilious observance of the given word shows any tendency to
decay. " Be chary of promises, but prodigal in keeping them,” is an ancient axiom which
deserves the attention of every St. Dunstaner.,

[t is ever a dangerous editorial policy to enter into the quicksands of prophecy, but we

are going to venture to suggest that within three months from to-day the topic most in the
mind of the public (we are, of course, excepting the ever-present possibility of another
(reneral Election) will be the British Empire Exhibition. [t is rather amazing that, with
many millions of pounds being spent by almost every unit of our great Empire, with
practically every industry which has contributed to our national trade eminence repre

sented, and with arrangements being made on a colossal seale to cater for public amusement
as distinet from public information, this hnge enterprise is as yet but a vague event of the
distant future to most people not actively engaged in it. All St. Dunstaners will have a
specially direct interest in at least one small part of the Exhibition, and we do not doubt
that our great oreanisation will play its small part worthils
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LL officers and men of St. Dunstan's
received not long since a letter
from our Chairman drawing atten-

tion to an appeal issued to all Branches
of the British Legion by the National
[nstitute for the Blind. We publish
below a copy of this appeal, which is
signed by Captain E. B. B. Towse, V.C,,
the Chairman of the Institute.

AN APPEAL FOR BLINDED COMRADES BY
Carr. E. B. B. Towsg, V.C., C.B.E.,
Vice-President, British Legion.
Chairman of the National Institute for the
Blind.

224-0-8 Great Portland Street, London,
W.r.

THE SECRETARY,
——— BRANCH.
18h January 1924.
DEAR SIR,

I have recently issued an appeal to the
three services to raise a fund (entirely
unconnected with St. Dunstan's) which
will be used primarily for :—

(1) Ex-servicemen who have lost their
sight and are not in receipt of a
Government pension and are not
eligible, for one reason or another,
for training at St. Dunstan’s.

(2) Forex-servicemen who become blind
on reversion to civilian life.

(3) Their wives and children who are or
may become so afflicted.

The Headquarters of the British Legion
have very kindly granted me permiss
appeal to the branches of the Legion, and,
therefore, I would be very much obliged if
you would kindly ask your chairman and
committee to back up my effort. For over
three and a half years I was in France
helping to the best of my ability the serving
man, and for four years subsequently
(until T was compelled to return to my old
work for the blind as a whole), I was work-
ing assiduously and continuously to gain
the hest interests for the ex-servicemen. In

both these instances | was working in an
entirely voluntary capacity, and now I am
going to ask you and the members of your
branch to help me voluntarily, in order to
give a chance in life to these blind soldiers
and sailors, and bring some little happiness
into the lives of your less fortunate com-
rades who have served and who become
blind after discharge.

With this end in view, may I ask your
committee to organise either a concert,
whist drive, dance, sports meeting or some
other entertainment as a means of collect-
ing a subscription which may be forwarded
either to myselfas chairman of the Institute
or to the Sports Appeal Secretary, National
Institute for the Blind, zz4 Gt. Portland
Street, London, W.I.

I shall be glad to do any printing for
you and provide you with collecting boxes,
posters, &c., and will forward you a copy
of our last Annual Report, and help you
with any further information.

With very best wishes to yourself and
members of your Branch,

Yours very truly,
E. B. B. Towss,
Chatrman.

Captain Fraser, in his letter to St
Dunstaners, commented on the misunder-
standing which might arise in view of
the form of this appeal. His letter,
which was headed  Important Notice
to all St. Dunstaners,’’ reads as follows :-

Important Notice fto all St. Dunstaners.
January, 1924.

An appeal has recently been issued to
all branches of the British Legion by the
National Institute for the Blind, for funds
which, according to their statement, will
be primarily used for a certain section
of ex-service men who have lost their
sight since the war from natural causes
not connected with their military service,
and for some of their dependents. There
is only a very small number of these men,
and since it is definitely stated that the
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funds will be used primarily for their
benefit it would appear that any balance
remaining might go into N.I.B. general
funds for the civilian blind. Personally,
[ do not think an appeal for ex-service
men of any sort should be mixed with
an appeal for the general funds of a civi-
lian charity, as there isalwaysa possibility
of funds collected by the great sympathy
of the public for ex-service men being
utilised as between ex-service men and
civilians in proportions which do not
represent the feelings of the donors to-
wards these two groups respectively.

This is, however, an incidental obser
vation, and the reason [ write this
note is to ask you kindly to pass on the
enclosed letter to the Secretary of the
local branch of the British Legion.

As you will see from the enclosed letter
it is very important for St. Dunstan's
that any misunderstanding whichmay have
arisen as a result of the N.I.B.'s appeal
should be cleared up immediately, and
[ therefore trust you will find it possible
to help us by personally taking this letter
to the [lli'.‘l]. branch without lil_'i\l_\'. We
must all make every effort to see that
there is no misunderstanding about St
Dunstan’s in the public mind. Please
regard this matter as urgent, and im
portant, or it may be too late to correct
the wrong impression which may hawv
been given to the members of your local
branch by the appeal which went out on
18th January.

[AN FRASER,
Chatrman

Ihe following was the letter sent with
this memorandum by Captain Iraser to
all St. Dunstaners.

January, 1924,
To the Secretary,
- Branch,
British Legion.

Sik,—I am asking my St. Dunstan’s
[riend to bring vou this letter, which I
hope vou will be so good as to bring to thi
immediate notice of yow Chairman and
Committee.

Youwill, I think, have recently received

communication from Captain . B. B
Fowse, who is Chairman of the National
[nstitute for the Blind, in which he asked

your Branch to help him to raise funds
for that charity, [ know Captain Towse
pe l'HrJI!:I.][_\', and feel sure that his appeal
is issued in perfectly good faith, but as
some of the words he uses might lead vou
and your comrades to misunderstand St
Dunstan's pesition, and perhaps even
to think that we are not carrying oul
our l.llH_\_' [Jl'npt'[h', I ask vou to ]JI so kined
as to give your special attention to the
[UHH\\'ilt';.’;' i)ili]l[.‘- :

1. St. Dunstan’s has trained and settled,
and will continue to look after the inter-
ests of all blinded soldiers, sailors and
airmen who require our special help in
any way whatsoever for the rest of their
lives. The qualification for admittance
to St. Dunstan’s i1s extremely simple,
namely, that a man has lost his sight in,
or as a result of, the Great War, or any
subsequent war, or in any auxiliary ser-
vice connected thereto. The fact that
the Ministry of Pensions or the Appeals
Tribunals have turned a man down
because they do not consider his blind-
ness was attributable to or aggravated
by war service, does not necessarily
disqualify  him  from admission to
St. Dunstan's. We go carefully into
every case that is brought to our notice,
and if there is any reasonable doubt
as to whether a man's blindness was or
was not caused directly or indirectly by
service we give him the fullest benefits of
which St. Dunstan’s is capable. More
than 100 men who have been turned down
entirely by the appeal boards have been
fully and frankly recognised and helped
by us, and are now under our care.

2, This means that all ex-service men
who from after-effects become blind on
reversion to civilian life are entitled to
the same treatment at St. Dunstan's
as the men who were blinded on the battle-
[ield during the war.

St. Dunstan’s, while giving the benefit
of any doubt whatsoever in the matter
of the original cause of his blindness,
is not able, under its constitution as
a war charity, to give assistance to any
man who goes blind from natural causes
in civil life, which have nothing to do
with military service.  Accordingly, it
is necessary lor charities like the National
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Institute for the Blind and other civilian
organisations, to help such cases and we
do not question their right to appeal for
funds for the purpose. Indeed I do not
write this letter with any other object
than that of preventing any possible
misunderstanding which might have arisen
in  yvour mind from the unfortunate
phrases which Captain Towse has used

As long as it is made perfectly clear to
ex-service men that St. Dunstan’s is not
lacking in its duty, and does its best for
all men who have lost their sight in or as
a result of the War, I am perfectly happy
to leave the matter of the direction In
which you may be prepared to help the
blind, in your hands. So many of the
branches of the lLegion are regular con
tributors to and helpers of St. Dunstan's
that I feel sure you and your Committec
will pardon my troubling you with this
]‘_‘ttl_'!'.

Yours faithiully,
IAN FRASER,

Chatrmail

We are able to state that Captam
Fraser’'s request to St. Dunstaners for co-
operation in this matter received most
enthusiastic and effective response.  From
all over the country officers and men have
written to headquarters, expressing their
pleasure at having been able to bring the
matter to the notice of their local branch
of the British Legion, and there is every
reason to believe their action will have the
effect of preventing any misunderstanding
in the minds of the I_l-_'_:irl}] members as to
St. Dunstan's activities and will be of
the greatest service to our organisation
generally.

We might add that a particularly pleas-
ing feature of this matter has Dbeen the
widely expressed desire, conveyed directly
from many DBritish Legion branches, 1o
help St. Dunstan’s in every way possible
11 is indeed good to know how close is the
feeling of comradeship between lLegion
members and St. Dunstaners.  With many
of our men, we know, this regard has been
expressed by their clection to member
ship of the Local Exccutive, and nothing
but good to all ex-service men can, we ar

sure, come [rom this brotherhood.

'S REVIEW

Our Wireless Competition

HE widespread and ever-growing
interest which the men of St

Dunstan’s take in wireless is evi-
denced by the large number of entries
we have received for the little competition
announced in our last issue. Suggestions
have come from all over the country,
and we know full well that Captain Fraser,
who kindly consented to adjudicate in
this competition, has had no light task
in discriminating between the merits of
the many ingenious and interesting ideas
put forward for a competition for the
second pair of headphones. Indeed, he
has confessed himself as unwilline to
differentiate between the four suggestions
he has finally selected as the best, all
putting forward, with but slicht wvaria
tions of wording, the same idea.

[t would seem, therefore, that the difh
culty from which we thought we had
extricated ourselves so well last month
is cropping up again, for even our limited
knowledge of radio tells us the impossi-
hility of dividing one pair of headphones
into three usable parts. We have, there-
fore, decided to award four prizes of half
a pguinea each to the four senders of the

¢s which, in the opinion of the judge,
tie in order of merit.

The names and addresses of the winners,
with the form in which their suggestions
were sent in, arce as follows :

5 1'-If.l'\'|!, 34 London l\JfJ:{t|, ]\\']'-:'|\'.-'“—
ham :

‘1 suggest the second pair of ‘phones
be offered to the writer of the most force
ful article entitled * Why vou should
listen-in," addressed to those St. Dun
staners who have not yet taken up
wircless as a hobby or a pastime. By
the publication in the ReviEw of the win
ning attempt and any others for which
space could be found, the non-wircless
members of St. Dunstan's family would
have brought before them the adyvant
and 11!']1'.L"Ii'||:\ of liﬁ‘.l']]iﬂj_‘ in and the study
of radio generally, as viewed from the
standpoint of 5t. Dunstan’s men ; and
in this way there 1s no doubt that some
mav be induced to join the ranks of radio
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cnthusiasts.  Thus would the canse of
\‘..i].' |r b ]I""l i." "|'].\|'\'1 -

H. L. Ravaoxn, 4o Rossendale Road,
ot Annes-on-Sea :

"I would suggest that a further com
petition be held, the subject being * What
Wireless can offer the Blind'; the best
article on this being awarded the prize.”

A. OsMmoxD, 23 St, Mary Road, Wal
thamstow, E. 17 :(—

I think myself it would be a very ke
competition if the 'phones were offered
for the best written ‘ Description of
Listenine-in ' or ' Wireless and What it

Means to Me!' If ecach were to writ

what most appeals to them it would give
others who are less interested an idea
what wircless really is, and how it is
splendid pastime for ns men. I

also create more milerest amongst
men, and might e the means

taking it up.”

A. PaLFREY, 19 Vere Streer, Cadoxton,
Barry, near Cardifl

“ An article on * What Wireless means
to the B Akt

We are thus in a position to offer two
pairs of headphones as prizes in the
l'iJ[]l‘jJ-'1i.i=l?] :Jl'llill'!' '\'.E|1|'-I| 1|| be |-;._.-...!
upon the suggestions of the four prize-
winne f the preliminary competition
Il'.]',, il -I.]|I'.-- our secomd com-
petition will D for * The best six short
sentences explaining the particular ad

vantages which wircless offers to the blind.”
[Fach sentence should be numbered
(2), (3), and so on, and points will
brevity. Entrie
which must rea Editor on or
=th  March, and addressed *° Wirel
Compe tition, S1 DunstAN's REVIEW,
Headguarters  of Dunstan’s, Inner
NUW i

\s is alwavs the case with competitions
which have proved be popular with
onur readers, we wis wWe wWere able to

awarded for el

offer many maore Prizes, for many ol the
entries show much thonght and mgenuity
[t mayv, however, be some consolation

to ynsuccessful competitors to know that

has delinite and  practical relation to

following of wirvles . Dun
staners, are being kept for future reference,
and some at least may possibly bear fruit
later in the direction of simplifying or
adding to the interest in the pursuit ol
radio by the men of St. Dunstan’s in
particular, and the blind community in
general

Appreciations

" There is no doubt,” writes J. Walne,
of Lancs, “ that as one approaches the
task of Dbusiness one feels the growing
responsibilities. However, I sincerely trust
that the ]I'J[“.‘ you are }Iil'.lm'il to cherish of
me will not be disappointed. [ am getting
along splendidly and mean to do my best
to maintain the high reputation I am told

?||' -‘|;..].]-_-. !|

I'rom High Wycombe, where, owing al-
most entirely to his own exertions, R. G.
Stanners has built up a successful business,
comes satisfactory information to the effect
that recent improvements in his premises
have been distinetly beneficial. I shall
esteem it a further favour on your part,”
he writes, “if yvou will convey to the Depart-
mental f'nnn.”irr. e my heartfelt gratitude
for the generous spirit shown by them in
this matter. It is a great encouragement
to us fellows to know that, in the hour of
necessity, there is practical support behind
[

Although space is short, mention should
be made of a letter from W. Brightwell, of
Norfolk, received some time sinee. It is
good to know that in these days when
housing is so difficult a problem someone
can sav, ' I don't think we could have got
a better or more suitable place if one had
been made to order.  The house is excel-
lent, but the garden is in a very bad state,
thoueh, of course, we do not mind that ;
it will keep us all busy clearing it up.
[ don't know how to thank vou enough, as
[ fecl a new man already. By the way, we
wve got one hen to start with, and sh
vs an egg every morning !
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mistic note so we will first mention I°.

Marsden, of Blackburn, who declares
that he has at present been getting more
¢ges than any other man in the district!
His garden, too, has made good progress,
and, under glass, his chrysanthemums
are a picture ; sales of these have been
excellent. “ We are doing champion
if we can only hold on,” he says. Truly
most excellent news to receive.

IT is always well to begin on an opti-

Another who seems satisfied with the
world in general is A. . Mussell, Glos.,
who is, as usual, in the best of health and
spirits, but then Mussell is of a splendidly
independent type. He thinks mnothing
of walking into his village alone, although
it is over a mile and across some fields.
He makes wonderfully little use of a
stick and seems to know field tracks as
well as roads

l'nll:i;l'itlllhilil'-1'|r~ to A. Sterno, of Bath
who has just had a repeat order for mats
from Lord Ullswater, for whom he made
two five years years ago, when he first
settled in the district. This little fact
~|)r;1l(2~4 well for the excellence of Sterno’s
worl.

A particularly handy man is A. Chafin,
of Leighton Buzzard, who is doing well,
by the way, with both poultry and mats.
He has made two more good gates for his
pigsties and also quite an ingenious dry
mash hopper. Mrs. Chaffin seems as busy
as her husband, but lately found time to
get up a flagday for St. Dunstan's upon
which we should like to congratulat
her.

Another who does his best to help his
Alma Mater is J. W. Mahony, of Glos,,
who {requently gets up different kinds
of entertainments to keep St. Dunstan’s
in the public eve.  We hear that everyond
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enjoved themselves at his last danece,
and that he has most ]II'.1|'11£_';11 ideas as to
the management of whist drives. The
fact that he is both well-known and well
liked in Wotton-under-Edge helps him
considerably in such undertakings

¢, of Birmingham, is one
who has a right to be justly proud of the
newsagent's business he has built upin this
line. It is pleasant to meet a man
able to face the future with such happy

conhdence.

C. Grattidge

From Boxmoor comes word of J. W
Spink, now settled in his new home,
which promises to be a great success.
[he house is splendidly situated and has a
capital garden with plenty of space upon
which to ercet a workshop. We look
to hear that Spink is establishing him-
self with giant strides.

Despite the " chilly blasts * of our
recent wintry weather, J. 5. Harmson,
of New Springs, Wigan, has not been
deterred from rowing ; we hear that he
has been successful on both the Lune and
the Ribble, and regret that our infor-
mation on this score is too meagre to enable
us to give further particulars of his
prowess.

We are glad to hear that ' some of the
customers of J. H. Mathews,” N. Wales,
frankly say they are " more than pleased
with his work.” Small wonder that he
is paining more confidence in himself
and improving on every basket he
makes.”  Well done, Mathews'

In Bournemouth W. Farmery is working
up a steady local trade for both mats and
boots, we are glad to hear; while from
Seven Kings comes brief word of A, ]
Porter, who. sav those who know, "works
beautifully."”

ST, DUNSTAN'S REVIEW

FROM THE WORLD OVER
¥

We hope soon to hear [urther news
of the progress of ]J. Bannister, of Skel-
mersdale, who is now carrying out orders
received from a local }I:'i{'-ﬂ. Such com
missions are doubly wvaluable because
they frequently lead to others, and we
feel sure Bannister is putting his heart
into his commission.

But St. Dunstaners know how to play
as well as how to work in Sunderland
J. Watson is the proud possessor of a frec
pass for himself and escort, granted by
a kindly football official, which gives
admission to all matches for the season.

[hose whose lot lies in Devon are {o
be congratulated in these dark winter
days, for when there is sunshine they are
sure to have a liberal share. E. W.
_]:.Lt'lsl:m, of ]’,;11'11>~tg|1'1|r-, savs that he is
still doing quite well despite the fact that
a few months ago another masseur set
up in n!'li)li«iLit:]]_ According to reports
that reach us he is becoming both well-
known and well-liked among the doctors
of the district.

Another Devon man is A. W. Back,
who says that although local trade is
somewhat slack at present there is no
danger of his lacking practice at boot
repairing as he now has a second child
of school age ! Fathers of families will
know what this means. He has just had
a new cement floor put into his work
shop and finds it a great improvement

What with the making of baskets and
the mending of chairs, A. Jenkinson, of
Sheffield, has been keeping very busy
He has just had a nice order for the former
from a local baker. His chair-seating,
we hear, is remarkably good, but then
Jenkinson is " a worker "' and sticks well
Iy hll»;lI]JI'H“-

Another man in the same line 1s A.
lillotson, of Nelson, who, by the way,
seems to be making a speciality of re-
seating rush chairs. Both Tillotson and
his wife are -—]m[\'rn of m the district as
* thoroughly competent and  business-
like,” an undoubted compliment, and
their circle of acquaintances is ever
widening, as they attend a number of
markets. .

News also comes to us from Ch. Me-
[ntosh, of Dumfries, who says @ " Despite
the cold inclement weather my birds are
doing splendidly and the daily egg total
i1s now in the neighbourhood of six dozen,
with later birds coming into lay every day.
I had three pullets in the Utility Classes
at the Annual Exhibition of the Scottish
Fur and Feather Association in January,
and secured ' second prize with ‘Croad
Langshan,’ " he says. Congratulations,
and may it be a “first " next time, but,
of course, far more valuable than the actual
prize is the advertisement brought by
such effort. We note that his farm has
just been made an egg station by the
Board of Agriculture.

R. Wylie, of Greenock, also writes in
cheerful vein : “ I am pleased to be able
to say that the tide has turned and that
business is progressing. Since I have had
my workshop in the garden I am being
kept busywith boot repairsand getno time
for mats."’

Wylie has taken up a new * stunt’
as he calls it, which is the means of getting
him a free advertisement. " Every
Saturday,” he tells us, 1 start out with
boot polish, laces, &c., and these hawve
helped me to work up a fine connection as
well as enabling me do to a certain amount
of !\'ul'—iT‘.l S5 . CVELY Wik k, lii'il’if_i two rounds
alternate Saturdays. Of course, I canvass
for repairs while I am out and usually get
enough to keep me going during the greate
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part of the week, all of which gels my
business known., | am pleased to say | gol
a number of repeat orders for repairs, one
firmer sending his boots to me from over
five miles distant.”  Wylie's scheme s
certainly an exeellent cme and we ar
not '-|l|1_l[-iht'l|_- to licar that with sucl
enterprise he is a very busy man.

e e ——

©  From Men Overseas

[
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Our overseas letter bag was not so [ull
as usual this month, but we quote from a
letter received from C. Purkis, of Preston,
Ont., who savs that he is still getting a
lot of pleasure out of his poultry and spend-
ing happy cvenings with his cornet. " |
have been playing at the local theatre,”” he
tells us, ** and often give a turn at socials,”
Purkis has certainly found a way to make
the hours fly.

Another who is particularly busy is
Van Blerk, now near Cape Town. ' Sev-
cral orders have come in, "' he writes, ' and
everything scems wanted at once!
We have left George and are now living at
Observatory, three stations out of Cape
Town. I am very happy here, and so 15
the wife. I have now all pleasure around
me. It was really too quiet at George, but
[ was very sorry to leave Mr. and Mrs
Vincent ; they were so kind. | saw in the
Review that © Auntie "issettled now.  She
was a real old dear.  Will you remembe
me to her when you see her 7 1 hope all
the boys at St. Dunstan’s arc keeping fit
and happy. Remember me to all of
them and tell them T wish them one and
all the very best of luck in 1924, 1 hop
thev will have every success,”

In the South African mail, too, can
copy of the Springbok Calendar, sent by
W. IF. Archibald. Itisa publication which
gives an excellent idea of the country, and
we were particularly interested in the
illustrations of those districts where St
Dunstaners are settled

From Newfoundland comes word

Mouland

“Qur winter is upon ns,’

although it was late in coming this vear,

lie write

(I

o D L Y L

and  just in two days cverything wa
buried i snow. [here will be  three
months before wie see the grass agaln
seems a long tme to look forward to, but
it is surprising how quickly time passes
when one is happy and content. I am
sending a snapshot of our baby, taken when
she was three months old  She is seven
months older and grows sweeter and
sweeter all the time.””  We can well believe
it ; the photograph shows a most winsome
little maid.

[t is a far cry from Newfoundland to
British Columbia, whence our next letter
COMES

J. Downie writes : ' I have had a very
busy Christmas and sold quite a number
of netted articles. In addition, I had a
display in a local shop-window which
introduced a number of sales. Regarding
the competition at the DBritish Empire
[Exhibition, T may =ay that I am g tting
keener about it each day, and new ideas
are coming to me as [ work on my exhibit,
into which I am putting my best in both
material and workmanship, for I hope to
uphold the good name of St. Dunstan’s
(because of what it did for me) in this
part of the world.”

Preparing for Another Baby Show ?

We  hear 1 the threc-months’-ole
baby of Mr. and ; ]
“doing splendidly, ™
11} Ibs.

A New Public Speaker
After . M. Austin, of Northants, had

ONgs wore

sune at a recent concert  (his i
much applanded, we hear) the Chair
man told him that lie was organismg an
Emblem Dav for St. Dunstan’s and would
be olad if Austin would make a littls
speech telling the peopl omething ol
St Dunstan'’s.  Austin had never made a
specch before (we hea his wife told hin

he eould not do it then !) but he faced
the situation gamely, and

. |""'J'i' secmed

verv interested,” as he modestly puats at,

[ just told them what St. Dunstan’s had

done and what St unstan s was domg

Coneratulations to him on his new 1ol
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SPORTS CLUB NOTES

T was quite a happy idea to have our

I Saturday Sports in the Bungalow
whenever the Sports ground  was
found to be unfit. Judging by the
condition of the Park at the present
time, it looks unlikely that we will be able
to do much outdoors for some little time.
Even the football pitch is impossible,
and so we will have to wait in patience
to have a good kick at the big ball. W
made a start, however, last Saturday
at the Bungalow, and the new type of
sport arranged there appeared to canse
much excitement. We start off with
skipping and then try a shot with the

Medicine Ball. This article must not be

confused with a medicine hottle—it 1is
far larger and not so easily broken, be-
sides it would take an elephant to consume
its holding capacity ! The Medicine Ball
is like a huge football and is filled with
some sort of packing and weighs about
eight pounds. It is useful for indoors
as a substitute for the ‘" weight,” and
already the boys are making quite good
shots, over thirty-two feet being reached.
Next we try bowling the football. Each
man is allowed two shots and the idea is
to bowl the ball along the ground at a
tareet, in the case of the S.S. about
fifty wyards, and of the T.B.'s about
twenty-five yards away. Ten points are
given fora ‘' bull "' and five for an ** inner.”
Now we find ourselves plaving basket
ball 'a la St. Dunstan’s. Three ' bot-
tomless "' baskets are hung up g feef
high. The men endeavour to place the
ball through one from a distance of six
feet. Ten ]ul"|]11'-' are awarded for the
centre basket and five each for those at
the sides.  Jumping in single and double
jumps is next tried and after the Swedish
drill is over, we all feel that we have put
in an interesting morning. The leading
points are i(—

T.B. 5.5,

E. R. Pawley .. 120 I7. G. Teagle
C. Wilshaw ) go H. Prior

(z. Wootley .. go ], Muit
J. Edwards .. So . Salt
E. Roberts = 60

A. Chiverton .. 45

W. H. Hill o 30

FOOTBALL COMPETITION
We have got seven teams just longing
to get at each other, but the ground
strongly objects | However, we hope that
things will be more favourable in the course
of the next few days. Our teams include :

Oddfellows [1'11]1-!1}:]{1=-T'_~'], Goodfellows, The

Radistors, Tally Ho's, The Lodgers, The
Saints, and the drightonians.

OLD BOYS' SPORTS.

We resumed our sports on 8th January,
and the interest is well kept up. May |
say once more that we would be most
happy to welcome any * old boys " who
care to come along and join us—it is not
only an opportunity for getting in somu
profitable exercise but it is interesting
socially. The leaders are :—

T,
|. Henry 3521 A, Brown 1,600
S. Webster 250 N. Downs 1,280
H. Nicholls . James 1,005
5. Gamble : fSeott 1,055
J. Hughe 155 ", Taylor 235
H. V. Kerr

WALKING.

Our first handicap walk was held on
Saturday, 26th Jannary, and was in every
way successful, We received a total of
twenly entries, but unfortunately the
strike  prevented several who lived in
Hereford, Frinton and Birmineham from
taking part. I was so sorry because we
wanted to have the pleasure of meeting
these ]|r1.\'»: again, but Mr. I}u?lul;_'|ul]|',
of the Oucen’'s Park Harriers, who was
]{f‘:]i“_\,’ seeing to the escorts and officials,
told me that it was practically impossible
to postpone matters because his friends
had every Saturday engaged for some
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considerable time. However, fifteen com-
petitors turned up and were started on
their six-mile wallkk by Captain Fraser.
I'he walk was made exciting by the fact
that the handicap was ** sealed,” and so the
competitors did not know of their allow
ance until the race was over. The day
was 1deal and the walking was exceedingly
good. Birch at once forced the pace
and led on the first round. He was too
closely followed by Gransby to be sure of
winning, but he retained his lead and came
in first comfortably by nearly 13 minutes
from Gransby. It was a very good per-
formance on the part of Birch to complete
the six miles in 54% minutes, and it was
fine walking that kept Gransby so close.
The handicaps, however, gave Granshy
first. place, and he thoroughly deserves
the honour. P. Holmes, whose first
competitive walk it was, walked excel-
lently and got second place; he should
do well in future if he can get somebody
to train him. S. Gamble did r.-_\r:.-pzj-qi-
ally well to get third place, and W. ]
Lowings kept up his reputation by coming
fourth. A Bronze Medal was offered for
the fastest novice, but as Holmes had
secured the second prize, the medal was
awarded to Nicholls, who walked excel
lently. S. Webster walked with wonder-
ful pluck, considering that he got up from
a sick bed to compete. We all feel that
cach competitor made a fine show, and
it is very satisfactory to find that each
man completed the course, and that
under seventy minutes

[ trust that Mr. Donoghue, Mr. Ives
(timekeeper), and the members of the
Q.P.H., Surrey, Highgate and Ashcombe
clubs, will recognise how much we
appreciated all that they did to make o
walk so enjoyable. Mr. Donoghue de-
serves great credit for arranging the handi-
caps, it was a difficult job, but he succeeded
.Jiln'lil"L].-|_\'.

We also wish to thank the l\)_|'.”. for
the medals and Mr. Hancock and Mr
Gordon Brown for the cups they pre-
sented

After a good rub-down, we all adjourned
to tea and found that Miss Davies and her
co-workers had prepared a delicious repast
for us. During the tea, Miss Hamar

'S REVIEN

Greenwood, in her own very charming
way, kindly presented the prizes, whilst
the Adjutant briefly thanked all those
who had helped. 1 hope that Miss Davies,
the  Misses  Cunmynghame, Woolryeh,
Brant, Paterson and Bamberger, with
Mrs. Broughton, will accept our gratitude
for arranging us such a delichtful tea.

I'he table on the next page gives the
varions times

St. Dunstan’s Football Club

e following amusing—and imaginary
—rules for the conduct of a St. Dunstan's
Foatball Club have reached us from an
imknown contributor. They will interest,
and we hope amuse, many past anc pre-
sent “old i_\ra.\'-‘ ‘

\ fk"-\' ]'11[I'-'1 [|I]]]rJ]Ill's1 1.||!' T]U' 115¢€ Uf H]‘]
and new players.

(By O. N. E. SPORT )

The teams are made up of one ecaptain
and three goal scorers. The names of
the teams -\|';r'|||]|i_ be as ridiculous and as
difficult to pronounce as possible, for this
sreatly amuses those privileged ti 1
out the results and also the printers
of the REVIEW.

Matches will be played at noon on week-
days. Players are requested not to hurry
in leaving the workshops on match days.
[f you are obliged to leave at 12 o'clock
20 somewhere for a drink or take a stroll
round the park before going to the playing
field, as the referee and the goalkeeper,
to say nothing of vour opponents, like
waiting for you. They do not bother
about dinner on these days as they enjoy
the fresh air so much.

All S.S. men are requested to go over
together as the T.B. men much prefer
to find the wav for themselves.

When on the playing field use as much
bad {.ITI;:II:ugg'u as ;m-:niiﬂr'_ as the spectators

y Tead

in the park love to hear it.

When the mateh 15 in progress, argue
the point as often as you can with the
referee, He likes this, as it greatly im-
sroves his knowledge of the game.

When kicking the ball, aim anywhere
but between the posts, as the goalkeeper
alwavs stands there and is liable to get
hurt.
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If you should be unfortunate enough
to score, do not fail to apologise to the
goalkeeper. He knows that it was un-
mmtentional, but it looks so much nicer to
say s0.

The captain of each team should always
have a liberal supply of change with
him, to supplement the usual half-crowns
given by the referce to the scorers

Any player scoring four goals in six
successive matches will be required to
report to the Medical Officer with a view
to transfer either to Chelsea or the Pie-
hards.

If you are on the losing side, do not
stop to cheer your opponents, as they are
quite satisfied with the two points you
have given them

TRAINING FOR WALKING,

I have just heard from the Captain and
Secretary of the Stock Exchange Walking
Club that they will arrange for certain
members of their Club to attend each Tues

OUTER CIRCI

day from 6.15 to 8 p.m. at the Bungalow,
and they will be delighted to arrange some
walking and perhaps running practice on
this evening for any of our boys. 1 am
personally  very grateful to Dboth Mr.
Gordon Brown and Mr. E. Harrison for
their goodness, because facilities for train-
ing have always been difficulties in our
walks, I would, th refore, be ;j].ll.i. if those
men who are interested will avail themselves
of this opportunity,

Chiming Clock for Brighton

We learn from the Matron of our Brigh-
ton Annexe that by the kindly generosity
of Mr. Rydon, Greatham Manor, Pul-
borough, a charming old English chiming
clock has been presented for use in the
Annexe.  Naturally, it provides a
acceptable gift, and in the large loung
beautiful old chimes are giving much
pleasure to the men and all who visit the

Annexce.

2 WALK

RESULT,

Comp, Sscort and Club
No.

Gransby, H. Mr. Burne (J.P.H
Holmes, P Greening, S.A(
Durkin, C , Cobb ;
Lowings, W , Goodwin, SAV L
Gamble, S o Smith, Highgate
Nicholls, H Burles i
Webster, S oG Brown, S.W
Birch, W. I'ravell, Q. P.H
Wilson, T. i Wilmatt, S.W.C
Pawley, I'. R. b 2N all, S Wil
Chiverton, A o P Brown, 5.W.C
Lenderyou, H v atupples, Ash (
Rhodes, 1 .. Tilbrook, S.A.C
Boorman, H.G s Heed, AAC
Roberts, E Brool

151 Cup presented by Mr, Hancock

znd, Cup presented by Mr. Gordon Brown

yrd.  Silver Medal presented by Q.1 H

4th Bronze Medal presented by O.P.H

511 I3 Medal presented by O P H
fastest novice

1ZES,

Order

finish

I, Gransby
P, Holme

5. Gamble

W

(E]

I
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Poultry Notes

St. Dunstan's Laying Test
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Heavy DBRrREED SECTION,

Griffen, A :
Crabtree, F.

laid Fourth Period
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283 283
245 245
2136) 239
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Light Breeds .. 12.91 eggs.
Heavy Breeds .. 14.34
One bird has died in the light breed
section through ovary trouble. In accord-

ance with the rules, the bird was sent to the

Veterinary Department of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries, and their report
has been passed on to the owner,

The general health of the birds remains
excellent,

The results for the fourth period are
given overleaf.

AL E

The following interesting article ap-
peared in theissue of a well-known poultry
paper  Eggs,” last month. The tables,
as published in the Revicw, followed.

Visit to St. Dunstan’s Laying
Tests at King's Langley, Herts

By Joux MEEEKINGS.

It was with very great pleasure I accep-
ted, on behalf of the Council, Mr. Thomson
Brown's kind invitation to inspect the
competition recently started for the St
Dunstan's men.

The farm is sitnated in one of the pret-
tiest parts of Hertfordshire, nestling on the
slopes of charmingly wooded hills, which
at this season of the year looked their best
in varying autumn tints. Mr. Thomson
Brown was kind enough to motor me over
from Watford to his farm. There I was
introduced to the Test Manager, and we at
once proceeded to inspect the Test grounds

I think readers of * Eggs " would like
to know that this Test is being run exclu-
sively for the blinded men of the Great
War. There is no need for me to remind
them of the very valuable work that St.
Dunstan’s has done in training these men
for their various occupations; I think I
am right in saying that over 200 such men
are now carrying on poultry farming,
apart from the many who have been set
|1ix with a backyard poultry plant.

[ was extremely interested when in-
formed that every pen of birds entered in
the St. Dunstan's trials were bred and
selected by their blinded owners ! Tt says

much for the training of these men that ol
the 45 entries, comprising 180 birds, very
few were really second class in type or
poor in condition. White Leghorns and
Rhode Island Reds seemed to vie for first
place in popularity. I saw two excellent
pens of Black Leghorns, a pen of La Biesse,
one of Anconas, and one of Light Sussex,
There were also a few Wyandotte entries,
but undounbtedly the St. Dunstaners have
plumped for the Leghorn and the Red. It
1s too early in the day, the Test only com
menced on the 11th October, to }'Pl'f.l.:[ﬂll.'h\'.
but I have every confidence in saying that
there will be some interesting records put
up by these birds. The Test is a five-
months' one, and will embrace that period
which is mest important in the hens' laying
records : it began on 11th October, and
will end on 27th February 1924.

The birds were in their quarters a month
before the trial began, and arrived in splen
did condition, with one or two exceptions,
They are, therefore, now comfortably
settled down in quarters which should
assist them in their most arduous task.

The birds are honsed in four Hannaford
houses, loaned for the purpose, i'.‘L]l;'u"lll‘l-.
]Iilll:l.“]'l_; 4 1_?1""\'it‘iii]: -:‘.IJ'[}‘.I.' flloor and air
space, and well lighted.  The houses are in
the centre of grass pens. I was glad to
hear from the Test Manager that no hard
and fast rules of feeding had been adopted
by the Committee. The Committee, by the
way, is very representative of the Institute.
\[r. Thomson Brown and Mr. Gutbridg
represent the official side of St. Dunstan'’s,
whilst Mr. Capper speaks for the blinded
fficers and Mr. Burgin voices the mn's
views. Dry mash (one of Tom Newman's
formulas) is in front of the birds all day,
and a small scrateh feed night and morning
keeps the stock exercising. At mid-day
the birds are given the choice of 4 wet mash
and this 11II-EHH]J1.I.-<J‘._\' le |[1~ the pens,
which have been reared on wet feeding.
Unfortunately for some of the competitors,
the birds that were laying on arrival are
moulting, which serionsly handicaps them
in a test of only five months' duration.  But
every care in the feeding and management
will result in a quick recovery, and some of
these rested birds may yet run the now
steady producer hard. Maize is a popular
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grain feed, not only with the test birds, but
on the farm generallv. The Manager
testified to the quick response made by the
sliggish layers after a few days’ extra
maize feeding. Looking through the
records, T observed that a certain pen ol
Black Leghorns were making a good lead,
and this particular group of Blacks I was
struck with because of their excellent type
.'lTl-l (‘rltlrl.“]'n]], On the \\'ltllll', e |'|I|]I]
petitors are to be congratulated on the
type and health of their entries, and also
in having the Test run under such fortu-
nate conditions, and we shall be very
interested to know later the news of the
winners

The records are being tabulated on the
Bentley principle.

The object of this Test is not only to
stimulate the interest of the St. Dunstaners
but will, we hope, convince the public of
their ability to breed and maintain poultry
of high value.

Is there any nd ed for me to -]"]rll t the
odds in their case, in their strugegle to
become successful poultry farmers 7 Thes
men are the owners of pure-bred poultry
and are maintaining a very high standard
of efficiency in their yards. They are
assisted by expert advisers, and all have
the benefit of Mr. Thomson Brown's
knowledge, which I am sure is ever at
their disposal. In their far-away villages,
with their new work, and facing the future

in the same way as they faced the enemy in
the war, we can appreciate the purpose of
this Test, and help them by our practical
sympathy

THREE MonTHS WORK,

The following is a transcription from the
Braille letter received recently from F. [
Guiseley, of Cleckheaton, Yorks.

DEAR SIR,

No doubt you will be very pleased to
have a little account of my past three
months of poultry keeping, for the “ RE-
viEW,”" as an amateur,

Before 1st October I had ten old hens
and two pullets, and also T managed to
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hateh ten chicks on the 4th June last
['his, I know, was late, but as I could not
oot a broody before, T did this,

During September T got rid of my ten
old stock, and had managed to get the two
pullets over the moult, and they began to
lay on the 1st October, TFrom the 1st to
the 1rth October I had 19 eggs from th
two. Then on the rzth I hought six bulf
Rock pullets, and on 1rth November I
received the ten White Wyandottes from
King's Langley, which were laving right
i".\\'t_’lj\'

[ had kept an account of all the eggs,
and on 3rst December I had received a
total of 230 Cggs:

I have built a scratching shed 14 feel
by 7 feet, and fitted it with three windows
and made a perch and drop-broards, and
now I have about 1 foot of straw in this.

I have two runs of 7 yards square and
one of 7 yards by 3 vards, and I have thres
colours of hens, namely, W. Wyandottes,
Buff Rocks and Black Leghormns.

[ am looking forward to being wvery
busy with them during the next month or
two.

[ find the work very interesting, and I

e great pets of the birds, which T find
s better results

Auto-Strop Safety Razors

Mr. Cooper, the managing director of the
Auto-Strop Safety Razor Company, who
is very interested in our work, has recently
offered most generously a gift of his firm’s
razors to Captain Fraser. The razors are
being held at Headquarters, and will b
given as prizes in sporting events and
“ ReEviEw " competitions in which St
Dunstaners may compete. In addition,
Mr. Cooper has notificd Captain Fraser
that any individual St. Dunstaner who is
wanting one of these razors, which, fully
plated in case with three blades, are usually
sold at 6s., can Liave one on request at half
the price. Those St. Dunstaners desiring
to avail themselves of this offer should
apply for a razor through the After-Care
Department,
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NEWS FROM THE WORKSHOPS

HE new men who have commenced
their course of instruction this

term have started on their varions
jobs with keen interest, and are already
showing someability. Wemay, in particu-
lar, mention the work of J. Evans on
mats. He has made a eood number, and
improved his style of work with each
mat. The work of A. Chiverton on mats,
during the last three months, has alse
shown a steady advance, some letters
which he recently put in were thoroughly
well done. A, Jarvis has, during the same
period, advanced steadily, and turned
out satisfactory work, with letters and
insertion borders. One mat with a blue
scalloped border was very well reported
on, Similar work by H. R. Prior was
also distinctly above the average; his
work in the use of coloured fibre is dis
tinctly good. The work done by C.
Wilshaw has been regular, and has shown
a steady advancement

Of the new men here W. Judd has done
thoroughly well with barrel baskets, and
has already commenced trying his hand
on oval work. The work of G. Fallow-
field is also particularly creditable to him,
in view of his double handicap. He has
given his instructors great pleasure with
his readv advance, and we think that h
has been equally gratified himself. After
a start on small oval work, he has ail-
vanced to a square basket. B, E. Roberts

has done some very nice work on roundl

soiled linens, and special commendation
too, should be given to a slewed bushel
basket, as, for a fArst attempt, 1t was
done remarkably well. We have also
been partienlarly pleased with the general
advance of all the work of J. Thornton.
An 11-1n. ronmnd soiled linen basket, with
French randing, just completed, is Che
best }lil'[_’-' of work he ] done, and ther
is great credit due to him
A new recruit in the boot shop is

Williams. After a plucky try at bas

he felt that boot i'-'!--;'|'|:'|- L

AND STORES

in which he would be mueh more inter-
ested, and, from the work he has done up
to now, we feel that he was quite wise
in making the change. J. Whittingham
has been making all-round improvement
in his work every week, and is now tnrn-
ing out quite a good job. A. E. Turnock
has also been making good use of his
opportunity to revise his work in the
boot shop, and the regular reports show
that he i1s making satisfactory progress
J. Edwards has shown distinet promise
in his elementary work in the joiners’ shop,
and we wish him equal success with his
more difficult work to come. J. Lovell
is also developing well ; since finishing
his kitchen table he has made two oak
trays and an octagonal table. Similar
work has also heen done by R. Watt,
who has, in addition, made a toilet cabinet,
and 15 now busy with a pair of steps
He is a keen man, and the wav in which
he tackles his difficulties promises well
for the future. W. H. ©
It will be of interest to all the joinersand
].I‘:l.'||1|"-'-T..".‘.!I‘l"_'\ who have come under the
tuition of RR. Caven in the St. Dunstan’s
"\'H1'!{~]'.H|:- to learn that he has recenthy
retired from ]ll'-'f]:|'|!.lT-‘."~. ind 15 now
settling in Mossley, Yorkshire—a district
where he spent many years of War
life. Caven entered St. Dunstan’s
November IO & | selected JOIMETY 28
nccessful that
was made pupil teachierand later was placed

et |']}'\||—'II' [-I""-'i”."\

on the permanent staff, where he remained
until just recently. It is needless to say
that Caven has been a most paticent, perse-
vering and efficient member of our stafl
His cheerful disposition, coupled  with
untiring energy, will be remembered by all
who ha cecived instruction at his hands
His six vears' EXH rience gained in the
worlkshop should stand him in good ser
vice, and all St. Dunstaners will join in
wishing him better health and a bright and
uceessful business career a illi:'\ r, cabinet

malker and picture-frames E. H., A

AM so glad to hind that in -||;,'\|' il ot

I ;II'.|1|_\' reduced numbers that we
are able to carry on our little ser-

vices Sunday by Sunday. Expecially
are we glad to welcome the *“ Old Boys,”
who come along from time to time. I
know that it is difficult to get to us fr
all parts of London, especially on Sundays
with the reduced “ bus service," but their
cffort is greatly appreciated

May I ask any men thinking of confirma-
tion to communicate with me right away,
because I am hopeful of presenting one
or two candidates to the Lord I’.i«i..-];
ol l_'l.'lll'.lll before Easter

Births

BREWER.—On 12th January, to the wife
of . Brewer, of Cornwall, a son
(Leonard).

Birrixeton.—To the wife of J. Billing
ton, London, W., a son, on 5th January

CRABTREE.—On 215t January, to the wife
of F. Crabtree, of Fakenham, a daughter
f.\]l.‘;l"ll'i_|||}.||._ Both doing well.

FORRESTER.—On 17th December, to the
wife of L. Forrester, of Govanhill, a son
'I.':”'.-I!.ii'

INGRAM.—On the 16th January, to the
wife of |. Ineram, of Maidenhead, a
‘I;lll_u]'lv.-l'.

KERR.—On the I o ]
(Neville) to the wifi - W Kerr, of
Widnes

Mixcuis.—To the wife of W. H. Minchin
of Worplesden, a danghter (Beryl Pris
il _.HIE'|H' 1ath |-||||I.|!'_\' Mother and
child both doing well

Poriey.—On the 23rd December 1923, a
son (Perey George) 1o the wife of G
Polley, of Challo k Bath -.I:ii';';; wiell

Ravpart.— On the r4th January, a daugh-
ter to the wife of H. Randall, of Brighton

[RoppINs.—On the Toth January, a son to
the wife of A, C. Robbins, of Charlield
Mother and ]'"’.\" both do well

SPENCE.—Om the 4th January, to the wifs
of A R Spence, of Crovdon, a daughter
Both doing well

STEVENSON.— L0 the wife of E. W, Ste
venson, of Eccles, a son, on the 1s5th
anuary

Marriages
SWANSTON-REID.—On the gth ult, at
Hutton Manse, Lockerbie, by the Rev.
J. C. Mack, M.A., George Blake, eldest
son of Mr. and Mrs. Swanston, Kennels,
salegray, to Mary Ann Grant Fraser,
only daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs.
Reid, 25 Moncrieff Terrace, Edinburgh.
We have also heard that ] Peel, of
Bradford, was married on the 25th January
but =0 far no formal details have reached
up. These we |:||11c- to have the Il]|<l.'-'-l|]-l‘
of inserting later

Deaths

[ his month we send our sympathy to :—

Back.—A. W. Back, of Shaldon, who has
just lost his father.
vLow.—S. Catlow, of Nelson, whose
father died very suddenly at the end of
the year.  Mr. Catlow had been to give
assistance with his son's birds, was taken
ill and died at 11 o'clock the same morn-
ing. Catlow, his mother and grand-
maother, are all fe “]I{._‘ the Loss .u'li[r']_\'.
ODING W. Goding, of Leicester, whose
wife, returning home from hospital at
her own wish, died on the 28th De-
Ct H'||1|'I'.

Mitwarp.—T. Millward, of Shefhield, who
has lost his wife in tragic circumstances.
The funeral was at Burning Greave
Cemetery, Pitsmoor, Shefhield, on 3rd
January

Porrey.—G, Polley, of Challock, who has
lost his mether through a motor acci-
dent on Election night. She was taken
at once to hospital, but no care could
save her

Sarrin—~Cr, . Smith, of Warwick, who also
has lost hismother. Shewasliving with
her son, and we know that her sudden
death on the 3rd January has been a
ereat shock both to Smith and his wife.
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Wireless Applause at Last

By AN ENTERTAINER AT 2L.O.

HE following article taken from the
T “ Evening News " will be of
interest to many readers of St
DuxstaN's REviEw who are wireless
cnthusiasts. The series of symphony
concerts mentioned in the article, and of
which the proceeds are being generously
devoted by the B.B.C. to our funds, mark
a new era in broadcasting. We are sure
these concerts will be of special interest
to St. Dunstaner listeners-in, and we shall
be glad to receive reports as to how recep
tion was secured by such readers and the
effect in comparison with the entertain-
ments broadcasted from the apparent
solitude of the studio :

Those who entertain us by wireless have
been working until now under a heavy
handicap. Listeners do not quite realise
what that handicap must be ; so let us take
a " Suppose.”

Suppose you are a successful public
entertainer.  You have the priceless gift
of getting " across the footlights " and
electrifying your audiences. When you
have finished your * turn ™' you are accus-
tomed to face a sea of delighted faces and
to hear a roaring surge of applause,  Two,
three, or four times the heavy curtains are
['J'.l]‘l'n'l.} for you to re-appear and bow
yvour acknowledgments.

All through your entertamment vonr
best points have been taken up and re
warded with instant laughter. In fact,
there has been clear and gratifving evi-
dence that youn have * gone down ' and
that “ the house has eaten it."”

Then someone leads you to an empty
drawing-room and tells vou to amuse, say,
a standard lamp. You must not touch 1t
and vou must not move about. When
vou have linished there may be aw |1i--|'-|-;'n (l
word of thanks and an ultimate cheque but
vou are aol called before the curtain ;
and the preoccupied stage manager
busy with his next victim

[he blessed gift of imagination which
enables vou to visnalise your andience in
hundreds of thousands may be a help to
vou, but not all of us PO&ssess i,
~ So the B.B.C. realises that an audience

1s a very real help to its artists, and on the

z2znd of this month a start is to be made in

filling this gap. Beginning on that date
half-a-dozen wireless concerts are to be

oiven at the Central Hall, Westminster.

The hall will hold 2,700 people, and the

public will be admitted at popular prices,
the profits going to St. Dunstan’s.
UNSEEN, BUT SYMPATHETIC

[t is clear that the policy of ** audiences
for artists " may be extended in the near
future. Mr. C. A. Lewis, organiser of
programmes to the B.B.C., has just pub-
lished a book, " Broadcasting from With
im.”" In this he states that the stimulus of
regular audicences for wireless artists will
probably be provided in the near future.

And it will be a real help.  Even sucl
an experienced artist as Mr. Hayden

Coftin confessed to me at the B.B.C. that

broadecasting had some of the drawbacks

of singing to ** Mr. and Mrs. Wood "' (as

a rehearsal before empty benches is

termed).

Yet that great unseen, unheard audience
is immensely sympathic and responsive in
reality. If a wireless “ uncle " confesses
to a bad cold he will get dozens of letters
telling Inm the best thing to do for it, as
well as a bottle or two of home-made
remedies

In the early B.B.C. days of temporary
fittings, [ myself fell from a soap-box
after ["]:.'1"11';; stories to the hard-hearted
microphone.

|.‘E|l' f.IZ'-.r~|| Wil= :I('.!]f:j «l
Brichton and Chelmsford, for messages
expressing the hope that T wasn't hurt came
from both [I|.U‘i."~

o = [ m
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Sympathy

T
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e or——— O o————[

I'he following amus sketeh has been
sent to us by a contributor

Scene ;A large room, about a dozen
heds. with as many snoring oc LS

I'ime : About two o'clock on a Sunday
afternoon

Enter a gentleman of the Red Cross
* Does anybody want to go to the Wigmore
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'‘All 77" No answer. Musingly, "' Funny
nobody wants to go and a young lady with
a car waiting, too.” Signs of animation
from the beds. Speaks again, ©* Does any-
|J:)|l_\' want to go to the Wigmore 'All 7 "
Voices from beds : * How many will she
take ? "' " Onlyone." There are distinet
signs of life at this from one of the sons of
rest.  He jumps up and vigorously brushes
his clothes, meanwhile the gentleman of
the Red Cross waits patiently, and so
eventually they get to the door where the
lady waits.

Lady : “ Shall T take your arm or will
vou take mine? I sent my daughter
away with the car—it is such a beautiful
day—what regiment were you in 7—are
you married ?—how many children have
vou got ’—where were vou wounded 7—-1
I had a son in the Army—1I wonder if vou
would know him ; his name was Arthur
he was in the Blankshires. T think he was
an officer or something, he alwavs had a
stripe on both arms, Oh! a lance-cor-
]J::r;i] ! IJ\."T[]H]'P“ that was it. [ know it
was a responsible job he had, and he only
got four leaves all the six months he \\".1-~
in France." Proceeds at about half a
mile an hour. “ Am [ going too fast for
you; tell me if I am. Mind the step.”

They eventually get there, the voung
man wishing he had not been tempted by
" the young lady and the car.”

We will meet them coming out of the
hall. ' Where shall we go to tea ? " Fed
up one : ' Oh, anywhere,” They go to a
teashop, where the fed-up one 1li:~}.~m|_-_~ of
half a dozen currant buns, and then gently
walk back towards St. J—'s L——.
Fed-up one : " Do not let me take yon out
of your way, madam ? "' Madam : “ Not
at all, I wasgoing thisway.” TFed-up one
(desperately) : ** Only I have an appoint
ment to go to church to-night, madam.”
“Oh well, in that case, where shall I leave
you : ' Fed-upone : " Please leave me at
Clarence Gate, madam.”” " Well, here
we are.” Ped-up one (under his breath) :
“ Never again."” Madam: " Oh yes, |
Jm[_w we shall, 1 \\"!]] come round next
Sunday.” TIed-up one makes up his mind
to be out, and makes his way wvia the rail-
ings, and across the road, to where kindred
sonls do gather, where the name of an

ancient Royal House is the sign.  Here
we will leave him relating his adventures
to a sympathetic crowd of fricnds

P.S—There 18 no prize for the reade
who guesses the name of the u]':'it'ﬂl\', the
house or the hostelry.

Departmental Notes
Netting Notes

Last month we wrote about our pretty
frame-made articles that are made by the
crippled fellows. This month we have
something to say about the golf nets, which
represent the skill of our able-handed
netters.  We realised some time ago that
whereas our heavy material was excellent
for small sections of golf netting, the very
great weight of large nets made their erec-
tion on supports a difficult and costly busi-
ness. We therefore started making sec
tional nets of light-weight twine, which
could be safely erected on a lighter frame-
work. As we now have good stocks of
these nets, we want our After-Care workers
to bear this fact in mind when they receive
enquiries for large nets for golf clubs and
driving schools. G. H. W.

Braille Room Notes

We sincerely congratulate the following
men on ]lil\'iT'l_!;{ passed the Braille Reading
Tests

A. G, Herne, A. W. Cima, G. Fallowfield.

We give below some of the books that
have recently been added to the National
Library for the Blind :(—

“Iron Trail,”” Rex Beach

“ Sir ITsumbras at the Ford,” D. K.
I':'l_ﬂ?:—.[t']'.

“Ghost Stories of an Antiquary,” M. R.
James.

“Wizard King,”" David Ker.

“ Parnassus on Wheels,”" C. Morley.

“ Dameselin Distress,” P.G. Wodehouse,
““ Heroes of the Scientific Waorld,” C.

T o
G Jo

(;1bson,

Will St. Dunstaners kindly note that
contributions to the M.P. Contributions
Committee should be sent in by the end of
IFebruary, as it is hoped that the presenta-
tion will be made at the Anniversary
Dance at the Bungalow on or about
2hth March




Mah-Jongg

During the month a presentation Mal
Jongg set was received by Captain Iraser
on behalf of St. Dunstaners. This was
given by the kindness of Mrs, Nevill Jack
son. who came herself to hand over the
gift and describe something of the game,
accompanied by several leading members of
the League, including Miss Olga Racster,
compiler of * The Official Rule Book," ¢
little manual invaluable to new players, a
copy of which was given with the set of
pieces,

The League has also offered to supply
teachers., Two or three would-be players
have already entered their names, and if all
othersinterested will come forward arrange-
ments can be made to accept these kind
offers and a weekly class might be ar-
ranged, and a new bad-weather entertain-
ment will be introduced to St. Dunstaners.
Captain Fraser is considering a met hod by
which the pieces might be marked in Braille.

The words ** Mah-Jongg ' mean *' Spar-
row,” and the game has been played for
centuries in China, where it originated
The pieces are shaped like dominoes, and
the Chinese play by touch, as each ' tile "
is incised. For St. Dunstaners it will
probably be necessary to institute an
additional system of marking. In addi
tion to the domino-like * tiles,” counters
are nsed : these are bone or ivory sticks
marked with dots according to their value,
and there is some throwing of dice

The object of cach player is to make up a
hand of 14 pieces (in some cases more) and
to declare this hand before any of the other
players. _ .

The game is not particularly difficult.
It is played by groups of four, cach work
ing separately, and it seems to exercise
such a fascination over its devotees that,
the rules once mastered, they rarely want
to play anything else !

The origin of the game is lost in the m1
of antiquity. Legend hasit that some bored
Chinese fishermen sitting on the edge of
bank awaiting a bite got the idea of i
from a boat. Unfortunately, the :
rough, and each and all were overcome by
mal-de-mier !  Eager todistract theiratte
tion from their troubles, the leader devised

came of Mah-jongg which soon en-
I them to such a degree that they
rgot their misery

A few centuries later, a certain Chinese
general discovered that his sentries were
falling asleep; he remembered the game
introduced to calm the feelings of the
fishermen, and ordered that it should
be played by his soldiers when on sentry-go !
Now, in this troubled world of to-day
it has come across the waters to beguile

us in our leisure hours, B.EE

ALT BABEE.
Young Al Babee
No other was like him—his mother f
Sp when ithe wheat paddocks their ity did
yicld
She carried young Ali aut into the field.

She first laid him down "neath an eak's shady

[hen built him :
I'his beautiful j
IFor forty su

I'n this beautil

Where the s f 1 and the wind

> not I 14 Gl
ethe rain might not enter, il wet itmight be,
thing must trouble voung Ali Babee.
Al he kicked and young Ali he crowed,
ildish good-nature he fairly o'erflowed.
hed and he chuckled, he chortled with
For nanght came amiss to young Al Babee
A beautiful prin S5 came cantet
r as a lily, eves blue as the s
pped, she dismounted,
|\| ce,
I'he nunute she no 1 Al
YORLT hay acres and acres
And e
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Breeding Canaries for Profit

-

(though there may n
SORESIErs w
reproducing the fe
wsual time

big returns to the successful
h]': I'lil'l'

I'l 15 a fascinating 'J|1>la||_\' and  erves

Singing canaries were never in greatel
demand than they are to-day, and the
]]I'if:i'?—- for L_:nml birds ar hi_f_:h_ Before the
war Germany sent thousands of the yellow
songsters to this country, but that trade
has been greatly reduced in favour of
British canaries, which are superior in
shape, size and colonr.

Canaries can be farmed in two ways.
An empty room can be divided by a
partition of half-inch mesh wire netting,
stretched on a light frame, with a doos
for entrance.

How 1o BEGIN

[For vutdoor breeding, a shed with a wire
front can be erected in any sheltered part
of a garden on which the sun shines some
part of the day—ecarly morning for prefer-
ence.  In either case perches should pro-
ject from the back wall of the aviary,
and twice as many nesting boxes or earth-
enware nests as there are birds should b
suspended from nails near the perches
and at about the same level, but not
lower.

In half a room or an outdoor shed
10 ft. by 4 It. and 6ft. high, it will be
possible to run four canary hens with onc
cock bird No second cock should be
included. Iour hens may be placed in the
il\'i:L]'\'. :Ll]tl r'_}.._- i_'.tll'E\' bird should be |>].||‘-. cl

in acage.

There should be plenty of white canary
seed in oone dish and a small quantity
of small snmmer rape in a second dish
Also there should be a wide, shallow dish
—a large flower-pot sauncer will do
for drinking and bathing purposes. These
feeding dishes can be passed through o

small door at the bottom of the aviary,
a system which dispenses with the need
of entering the place. There should
also be plenty of dried moss and cow hair
for building purpoeses, and also gritty
sand. :

Before allowing the birds to pair it is
important that they should be in perfect
condition. The cock should be singing
powerfully and the hens should be restless,
flying rapidly from perch to perch and
Happing their wings. To obtain this
condition a pinch of green food—lettuec,
dandelion leaves, or cress—may be given
daily, together with a teaspoonful of hemp-
seed and a teaspoonful of niger seed.

In a few days the hens will fly to the
cock, and he will feed them through the
bars of his eage. When this occurs he may
be liberated and left with the hens.

Nest-building will begin almost at once.
I'he birds must not be interfered with at
this stage, but they will not mind their
owner tending them.

When the eggs arrive, sitting will
occupy thirteen or fourteen days, and then
any mistake in feeding may spoil the luck
of a whole season.

On the thirteenth day pack a glass jam-
jar (half full of water) with dandelion
leaves, watercress or flowering  chick-
weed. Inm oa day or two it will disappear.
Keep on filling it throughout the season.
At the same time keep on the floor of thi
aviary a dish of crushed hemp-sced, Small
mills for crushing the sced are sold cheaply
il ]Ii['ll.‘:hn}m.

One or two soft sweet biscuits must
also be supplied, They should not be
broken up On this system the young
will be reared without any of the usual
trouble in preparing egg food.
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Cards to Watch at Whist

Prize-WinnNInG TACTICS.

T most whist drives the standard of
skill 1s fairly high, and obvious

mistakes in play are infrequent.
All the same, many instances occur in
which tricks are thrown away through
want of ‘““card knowledge.”

Take the concluding rounds of a game,
where each player has only two or three
cards left. How often will the player
with the lead throw out a card at random,
sayings afterwards, “ I had no idea what
you held, partner, so 1 had to frust to
luck " ?

STuny Your OPPONENTS PrLay.

“ Trusting to luck ™ is all very well
when you happen to hit on the right lead ;
but the fall of the cards in previous rounds
should give a fair indication of vour
partner’s strength and weakness.

“ Watch the discards "’ is a maxim that
should be followed by every whist player.
When * throwing away ™ it is the habit
of most good players to discard from
weakness at first. Consequently, when
the closing stages approach, you should
certainly know what no! to lead.

Thus, when the trump suit—hearts,
say—has been exhausted, and your part-
ner has thrown away a club on a spade
lead, you would do well to play a diamond.
In the same way, by paying attention to
the cards your opponents throw away,
you will learn a great deal about the dis-
tribution of strength and weakness in
suits.

That you should make a point of
remembering the first lead of your partner,
and of returning the suit at the carliest
opportunity, goes without saying, but
it 1s not everyone who pays proper atten
tion to the cards led by opponents.

If vou are the dealer when hearts, say,
are trumps, and the player on your leff
lcads the two of spades on the first round,
vou should know that he er she does not
hold more than four cards of any one suit,
and has three spades left, including,
probably, one court card.

If your partner plays a small card,
the player on your right the queen, and
you take the trick with the king, vou will

be fairly safe in assuming that the first
player still helds the ace and two more
spades—so watch for the first lecad of a
deuce. It means that the player does
not hold a long suit.,

In “ throwing away,” remember that
it is more important to give information
to your partner than it is to deceive your
opponents. IKeep to hard and fast rules,
and, for choice, discard from your weakest
suit in the first instance, unless it happens
to be your partner's * first lead.”

Thus, suppose hearts are trumps, and
your parftner leads diamonds. Possibly
your opponents get in and force trumps,
afterwards making three winning tricks
in spades, and leaving you with ace, king,
and two small clubs, and one diamond.
You should throw away a small club on
the next round of spades in preference
to letting your remaining diamond go.
If clubs are led, you can make your ace
and king, and then return to your partner
the suit led on the first round.

Anonymous Donations
We are asked to acknowledge with very
many thanks the following anonymous
donations :
To St. Dunstan’s:—
RAMS.P. “Almanzor,"” posted on
he high seas
Dunstable ..
Clapham
dexhill-on-5Sea

-1's Court

ATLON YOS
Faunton

!.' It
ANONYIMOus

One who is well ahiead with his prepara-
tions of exhibits for the British Empire
lixhibition, to be held at Wembley this
VEAT, 15 A 1. Sherwoaodd. His |l]|111r|_!fli'.||']|
has recently appeared m the local papea
showing him wearing all his medals (the
King’s and Oueen's Somaliland, 1914-15
Star, and the War Service and \'i|1r\r_\'
medals) and surrounded by mats.  He has
recently worked twelve mats for the
Australian Government, by the way.

ST [

The Merry Thought
MUCH LATER.

He had been talking and talking and
talking and talking until she was so tired
and sleepy she didn't know whether if
was this weeck or last week or next week,
and the clock on the mantelpicce was
holding np its hands in protest

Finally it occurred to the young man
that an evening call had its limits, at
least in a latitude where the nights were
not six months long.

“Dear me!"” he cxclaimed, starting
up suddenly. "It certainly must be
time I was going home,"”

“ Oh,” said his hostess, in a dazed kind
of way, “it must be a good deal later
than that.”

“ANoTHER case of shameful over-
crowding,” grumbled Mr. Bluemould,
reading from his paper. “ There ar
over three million bacilli in a cubic inch of
milk, "

ATHLETIC PROWESS.

A YOUNG man, one of a coteric in a
cobbler's shop, turned to the old cobbler
and asked him if he ever played football.

The veteran 15|f}11|§:l'|11'|1113" blew a cloud
of tobacco smoke from his lips.

“ Nay, lad, I've never played at none o
them athletic games ‘cept dominoes ! "
he I‘*.'jjll[l.'tl.

A ForeiGNeErR residing in London
recently received a Government form,
and after much trouble returned it with
the following entries :—

Name —X. Y.

Born.—Yes.

Hll‘-’-il]n‘\k‘., Nu[ :L,\nj.'lrl_

A Visitor was being shown round the
asylum. A large room with twenty beds
was reached, but the place seemed empty.

“This is where the mad chauffeurs are
kept,” said the attendant.

“ But where are they? " asked the
visitor.

‘ They're all under the beds examining
the springs.’

ANXIOUS PASSENGER (to conductor of
a slow bus): “Can't you make better
time than this ? I shall miss my train.”

Conductor : " Yes, I can make better
time, but I must stay with the bus."

PassinG Isaac’s shop one dav Moses
was paralysed by the sight of a brand new
sun-blind extended over the pavement, and
feeling that such extravagance called for
an explanation, he passed through the
door, and demanded *' Vat it meant.”

“ Ach,” said Isaac, gleefully rubbing
his hands. * It is dis vay. De sun is
shining very bright. It gets on de window
and into de eyes of de people zo zat dey
cannot see mine goots vat I vish to sell.
So I puts a box on de counter vis a card on
it, and de card say “ FOR DE BLIND.

Another Wireless Recruit

We hear that M. O. Anker, of 23 Haven
Lane, Ealing, W.5, has installed a crystal
set, from which he derives much enjoy-
ment, and through which he heard Captain
Fraser speak on the z3rd December last

The paragraph conceming the work of
T. Till, on page 7 of last month's issue,
should read ' a large book cabinet,” instead
of *“ a large picture cabinet.”

The attention of After-Care St. Dun-
staners resident in London is drawn to the
fact that only the Tuesday night Dance is
lJl']l] each week, those Il]'['ii[l‘.‘,’l'-l for 1"I'il1;z_\'
evenings having been so poorly attended
for the past few months, 1t was decided to
abandon them altogether

We cull the following from the Glasgou

Bulletin of the 8th January :-
A Brixp BARITONE.

‘ Coatbridee filled its handsome Town
Hall to overflowing on Friday to hear Mr.
Jack Miller—who lost his eyesight as a
result of war service—sing no fewer than
twenty songs of the most varied nature,
ranging from Scots ballad to grand opera,
in very delightful fashion. Mr. Miller,
who is completing his training in London,
is certain to be heard of on the concert
platform in the near futnre,”
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H Trade Advertisements and Notices H
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[We have decided to devote some space each month to advertisements of goods made or
supplied by St. Dunstaners, for which there may be a demand from others of ourreaders. No
charge will be made for the insertion of these announcements, which, as our space is limited,
must be as short as possible. They can only be accepted from men who have actually been
trained at St. Dunstan’s, and we undertake no responsibility with regard to them.—ED.]

A. A. BIGGS & CO., "™ sxporrirs

95 SZECHUEN ROAD, SHANGHAI. CHINA.

AGENTS FOR ' KIA MUN TRADING COMPANY." GOODS SENT TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD,

Mail Order Department : 24 Kung Ping Road, Shanghai.

SILK HOSIERY (Pure Chinese Silk), Ladies' & Gents'. SWATOW LACE, FILIGREE LACE,
BROCADES, CROSS STITCH WORK, (all Guaranteed Hand Made).
PEKING BEADS Turquoise Matrix, Crystal, Amber (Guaranteed), Coral, Amethyst,
FIGURED SILK MATERIALS,
SILKE MATERIALS (all Colours Guaranteed Pure Chinese 5ilk),
PONGEES. CHINESE TEA SETS, JAPANESE TEA SETS.

WHEN ORDERING SMALL QUANTITIES ADDRESS MAIL ORDER DEFARTMENT.
LOWEST FIGURES TO ST. DUNSTANERS, NO ORDER TOO SMALL—-NONE TOO LARGE.

The Best Sheffield made Table Cutlery at Lowest Possible Prices

Being in touch with the Sheffield Manufacturers I can supply the Real and

Sheffield made table cutlery of any description at the minimum cost.
I can supply readers of ""Tue Review ' with Presentation Cabinets
of 105 pieces of Cutlery down to the small order of half a dozen
Stainless Dinner, Desert or Tea Knives, with forks or without

Write for particulars and prices, which will be sent post free and

this get the present lowest prices of the article vou wmay  want.

W. BURGIN, Huthwaite Bank, Thurgoland, Sheffield

J. A MORTON, Furniture Manufacturer,

NAPHILL, NR. HIGH WYCOMBE. BUCKS.

Offer of Furniture to the readers of *St. Dunstan’s Review."

BEDSI'EADS, solid oak, full size, carved panels, 55/~ each; in solid mahogany, 70/- each. Photo free
DINING ROOM CHAIRS, drop-in seats, solid oak, £7 5s. per set of 6 chairs,
SOLID OAIX DINING TABLES, from 57/6 each.
SOLID OAK TYPEWRITING TABLES, turned legs and recess for paper, 25/- each
TEA TRAYS5—CQak, 16 12, 6/3 eacl to 24 16, at 9/3 cach,
Mahogany, 16 12, 8/- each; to 24 16, at 12/- each.
Trays are polished any colour desired. [Postage 1/- extra Il description of any of the articles abave send on applicalion
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