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Topics of the Month
ST. DUNSTANERS who were under training before the holidays will come back to find

many alterations at Headquarters. They will find, too, many new comrades, [t

is because it has been necessary to make provision for the accommaodation of these
that the men who return in the New Year to continue their training will find themselves
confronted with the necessity of learning the position of new doorways, new passages, and,
indeed, a new environment in many respects. We think that the need for the considerable
structural and other alterations which have engaged the activities of builders, carpenters
and painters during the Christmas vacation deserves the attention not only of those who
are immediately concerned with the geographical changes they will bring about, but of
every St. Dunstaner, for they present facts which cannot but be of intense interest to all
who are imbued with the true spirit of St. Dunstan’s. This new accommodation, these wide
alterations, have been rendered essential because the toll of the men blinded by war
service is so far from ended that St. Dunstan’s has had to make provision for the admittance
for training of over fifty per cent. more men than were at Headquarters at the end of last
year. Who are these men 7 Why, at so late a stage after the termination of the war, are
men to be found who have as just a claim on the opportunity of re-making their lives as the
two thousand who are to-day entitled to wear its Badge ? To most St. Dunstaners,
we know, the explanation need not be given, but as the pages of this magazine
are read by many others than 5t. Dunstaners themselves, we are glad of the oppor-
tunity to tell how, so long after the war, St. Dunstan’s is still able to offer hope and
happiness to men who could reasonably have thought that happiness had passed them by,
These new men who are coming to us to-day—indeed, the men who have been coming to
us for years past—are those who have perhaps had to suffer an even worse time than the
carly St. Dunstaners who were blinded on the field of battle. They are men who, directly
and solely because of the injuries and hardships they underwent during their war-service,
have known, in the years that have [ollowed their discharge from the army, a slow failing
of sight and eventually the coming of blindness.

[t is indeed a terrible aftermath of a war which so many easy-going folk thought had
ended its terrors when the last shell had been fired. But most of us have had only too full
proof that the termination of actual hostilities was to many but the beginning of many
post-war problems, some of which it is to be feared—that of unemployment particularly
are far from being solved, At St. Dunstan’s, long before the last man blinded in war had
left our training establishments, there were almost daily notifications of men whose sight
had failed through warinjuries. Thus, it was found necessary to maintain at Headquarters
facilitics for training quite apart from the establishments necessitated for the carrying
out of the pledge given for the life-long After-Care of every trained man. It 1s due to the
fact that at no time since the end of the war have the doors of St. Dunstan’s been closed

Headquarters Extensions

e q fcture of the mew Ward at Headguariers, which will date boenty-five

y & pichure of the Lounge, which has b tderalbly emdarged.  Iurther reference

to these extensions wil fon he Editorial Notes
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to new arrivals that we owe to-day the possibility of being able to make adequate provision
for training these new arrivals in the New Year. They come, these men, with all the
confidence and all the hope of those who entered the portal of St. Dunstan’s when war-
brought blindness demanded, in the public mind, everything that public generosity and
public service, through St. Dunstan's, could give, We are sure it will be a source of
intense pride to every old St. Dunstaner to know that the organisation which made his
own life worth living is able to-day to make worth living also the lives of his comrades of
the war, whose handicap is no less great because it descended slowly upon them, while
they were hoping to find their own place in the world again after the upheaval of war,

We have very much pleasure in celebrating the first issue of St. DunsTAN'S
ReviEw for the New Year by presenting to our readers a portrait of Captain Fraser,
reproduced by photogravure process from his most recent photograph. We are glad
thus to be able to satisfy the many requests we have had at various times for such a
portrait, and at the same time to provide an interesting memento of our Chairman's
clection to Parliament, the sitting for this picture having been asked for by Messrs.
Elliot & Fry because of Captain Fraser’s candidature. -

Getting About

In the course of an interesting letter
from New Zealand from our old friend,
James Chisholm, acknowledging the prize
awarded him in the " Happiest Memory
Competition,” he expresses also his regret
at the few entries received for this com-
petition. With sly humour, he suggests
that we should have got a better response
if we had made it a guess as to the first
three horses in the Melbourne Cup.
Referring to his personal affairs, Chisholm
says: ' It 1s the usual round here, and
nothing much to write about. Every-
thing is doing well, except the fruit, and
we seem destined to have a small crop of
most things except passions. The trees
are all healthy, and the weather is to
blame."

Qur correspondent has some comments
to make on the extracts we printed in the
September 1ssue of an article written by
Set. R, W. Bowen. He says in his usual
whimsical vemn: I am afraid that
friend Bowen is a bit hard on those of
us who are not clever at getting about.
It is better to bang a walking stick and
get about than do nothing. There are
no lamp posts for me to recognise in these
parts—only Paddy's lantern, which has
no post for a blind man to hurt himself
on. We have no walls to keep parallel
to, and no kerbs to feel for. We have an
occasional barbed wire fence, but mostly

open road and no fences—all loose sand,
i which accurate pacing is impossible.
[ thump my way about and am proud
that 1 can do it.  This last fortnight my
brother and I have been fencing. With
only a barbed wire to guide me, I have
been carrying heavy puriri posts weighing
about a ewt. each up hill and down dale
I managed to keep my end up by beating
a symphony in B quick along the barbed
wire and trying my best to put both feet
m my trousers pocket when I dropped the
posts. We have now three miles of this
class of fences. 1 have no news of any
of the other rk-[lcm-.\__ as the nearest of
them is nine miles away, and most several
hundred.”’

We feel sure that there is much to be
said for the views of both our contributors,
but of one thing we are quite sure—that
neitheris the type of man to give up trying
to overcome either the minor or major

difficulties of everyday life,

To Joiners and Picture Framers

Beware of the coming spring winds,
which are a good servant but a bad master.
Take precautions to protect your timber
from direct winds or sunshine, especially
when the latter is through glass. Store
oak boards used for tray making, in stick
and in a dry roon,

ST. DUNST

Best Story Competition

E have to announce the final prize
\K’ award in this competition, which
has been one of the most success-
ful and popular of any we have had in
ST, Dunstan's ReEview,  LEach month
since its inception we have received far
more stories than we have had space to
print, and the selection of the winner
amongst senders of so many good yarns
has been no easy matter. Although we
have not been able to give a prize to many
that we have printed, such competitors
have the satisfaction of knowing that they
have provided interest and humour for
many others of our readers. The prize
for this, the closing month of the competi-
tion, 1s awarded to J. C. Stephens, of
Elmfield, Isle of Wight, for his story
entitled ** At the End,” which we print
below, together with several other entries
received.
AT THE ExD.

Sandy, the Minister's servant, had been
sent to clean the wine cellar. Soon after
the Minister looked in, and discovered
Sandy draining the bottles of their dregs.

“I'm afraid it's no use, Sandy,” said
the Minister, ** they're all * dead men." "

“ You're richt, sir,” replied Sandy, '* but
it's guid to ken that the Minister was wi’
them when they passed awa’.”

Mixp Your Owx BusiNess.

A young man, on the strength of his
promotion, decided to get married. Going
into a jeweller's shop, he asked to see a
wedding ring, " Eighteen carat ? " asked
the jeweller, The young man, thinking
he was making some reference to ' eating
carrots,” brusquely answered : ' Nowe !
['m chewin’ bacca:; besides, what's it
got to do wi’ thee 7 "

THRIFT.

Two gentlemen, who hailed from the
land north of the Tweed, were discussing
the relative thrifty wvirtues of their
FESPHIEC t1ve Spouses .

“ My wife is so thrifty,” said one, * that
she _LL'.\""\ the i]l.“*h'l n a bawbee to go to
bed without any supper, and thus saves a
meal."

IN'S REVIEW

“Och, that's naething,” said the other,
“My wile gies the bairns a bawbee tae
gang to bed wi'oot their supper, and, when
they're asleep, she takes it back and makes
them gang wi'oot their breakfast for
losing it."

[nE AveTroNeer's Lot

FFor three strenuous hours the auctioneer
had tried to work his listeners up to the
proper pitch of enthusiasm

Something evidently was wrong, for
they simply wouldn't be roused.  The sale
was one of horses, and lot after lot went
for very poor prices, At last the hi
water mark was reached when a sad an
sorry animal on four legs was led into the
ring.

“ Now, gentlemen,” shouted the aunc-
tioneer, " what offers for this lot 2 Will
somebody start the bidding ? "

There was a pause. Then a voice came
slowly from somewhere in the middle of
the crowd : ' Ten shillings ! "

' Gentlemen, gentlemen,”’ protested the
auctioneer tearfully, “ the horse is
alive !

ToE PrECOCIOUS KiID.

Johnny had worked twelve months in the
office of a well-known insurance company,
and determined to try for a rise.

He was referred to the manager, who
queried him as to length of service, age,
&c., and when Johnny said that he was
seventeen, with a salary of eighteen
shillings, the manager said: “° When 1
was your age I was receiving six shillings
a weck, and you are a very small boy to
be earning so much.”

“1 can't help being small, sir,”" said
Johnny. “ 1 hav'nt had much time to
grow since I came here.”

Pleased with the reply, the manager
placed him in the enquiries office.

While there, a gentleman called, deliver-
ing tracts for a mission, and the boy said :
“ Do you wish any insurance department,
syt

“ Yes, if you can insure my soul,”’ was
the response.

“ Fire department, second door on the
left, sir,”" was the youth’s prompt response
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News from Brighton Annexe
By our owy CORRESPONDENT

“In memcny 7 s we—————"

Lasce-Corroral Jous Mevuse (zod Roval Welsh

_——_1 r == 1L 11 3 ( ! LTFE of prajseworthy industey and plueky highting against handicaps sinee discharge f

Ariy is anded by the ith of Lance-Corporal Melling on the ard Decomber
N the third anniversary of the death system and advised his listeners strongly in early 1917 Melling was wounded during the heavy fighting around Afbert an
of our late Chief, Sir Arthur, a Me- not to overlook this study, in ~]ii||- of its EARSEC, LS latter eventually causing blindness, was discharged in 191, and c;
J Dunstan's in roz21, and although much handiea ped by a wouned in his vight arm, wor

m_m‘i_:il H"T\-i“_" in I]"T-'l{'[ir-.'l[]_\' all diffienlties. The concensus of f"I’irliml_‘Jf his training in boot-repairing, clogs, and netting.  On leaving he obtained a post as
respects similar to that held in London, was all who gave addresses was that active the Wigan Union, wher was for many vears Assistant Master, and I
conductedinthe Lounge by the Rev. Dixon, occupation was a vital factor in making dians, Officials, and all w om he cam : rtunat
Vicar of St. James, Kemptown, in the for the happiness and content of blinded i I.|='| [I"Hl ihonhisealtttel 6 iy A HET, £ BrC Wi POt
presence of a large assembly consisting of merl. : ' S e foiers irblon = ”-:::_I.rllll.\‘l.l S e I~'|I..I| ... R
the whole houschold and many visitors. May I, in conclusion, offer all St. Dun- being represented by Fairclongh comr om ) i & v
Under the ;Jr:r['r;litnff'?ir Arthur, which was staners and all readers of the REVIEW it |Ilu |-..rl..! of our Badge was sent in Captain Fra
surrounded by a wreath of laurels, a truly generally a very Happy New Year ? had no children, but leaves a widow to mourn his memor)
impressive address was given. The re- ' : Rixtas NnEr Groree Ersest Kixcuas (Roval Field Artiller
]'l?({in(]('l' of llil" H\'T'\‘it_‘l’_‘, as ."-uii'lT.L‘il. followed een el Cine of the earbiest St. Dunstaners to join up (in september tarq) this gallant
closelv the lines of the one held in London. . : ; ; : death we regret to record, wonnded at Ypres in 1917, and came to St,
At the conclusion. a letter was read from We cull the following from the Evenine cear.  While with us he was trained in telephony, at which he did
Lady (Arthur) Pearson, assuring us how News. We have a shrewd idea as to .3!.|'|_-,I',. e oviRied 4 o _"I! by .\lll'”-'l
('[‘-‘-‘I‘l‘l_\'-‘ilt'\\':Ls\\'il]] us in H]}lll']-l 11?-".1:-'1'[]<“1||:"' whom 1]:1- ollicer ]'t'.[t':-['r:] 1|.; 15, bt ,I|l'.- Gtital. \.;'.|- S eturned hi
us her thoughts and loving sympathy sure ]"".r"”[ s not desire mention for doing to his Home but a few hours o
—iE : something which any St. Dunstaner sheen Cemetery, and was preced a service at St. Andrew's Church, at whicl
On the afternoon of 19th December, a thinks is nothing out of the ordinary l S _','_i'l Mrs, MeOuirlk, and several frie m the War Seal Ma

ha v beautiful wreaths w cived, includir (I

special concert was organised by the SIGHTLESS, BUT SEEING. I I \Pades ot SL Dinstar oy N arrE fmy ephonists,™ &
Reverend Mother and pupils of the Con Blind Ex-Officer’s Turn to Help his " 15, ** The Mini o e.

vent of the Blessed Sacrament, Kemp- " Helper Go sl |“'.‘- RO £NE Many sends

town. The Matron, staff, and every : " S B

% : e A few doors away from me (writes an
available man attended and thoroughly :

lounx Brows (2nd Scottish Rifle

enjoyed one of the best little concerts
possible. At the conclusion of a most
excellent programme, Matron was pre-
sented with a bouquet and a cheque for

Evening News girl correspondent) lives a
blinded ex-officer. He is often making
his way to our suburban station about the
same time as myself in the mornings.

omrade
e death of this
Diunstan’s what 1 :

St. Dunstaners, and indeed

themselves t

Often I have assisted him at the six-way A 2 oy Ly hrauRing, diul so was sog ® o achieve the purpc
crossing near the station. He has always o o Fome
seemed glad of my help. ing worker, and a man to

I groped my way through the fog to successful little poultry farm. Wit
the crossing as usual to-day. Where the .-'-. \"_" e _.' i '|=I""' i
kerb runs away round one of the other el :

A debate took place last month which five roads 1 became lost.  Sense of direc- andl : :
aroused a lot of interest, the subject tion and environment fell away from me graveside.  Many splendid foral tributes were sent, includ
being ** Views and Practical Experiences uncannily. My nerves deserted me 5l 2 Punstan’s, ™ ke design of St. Ih “"I":"""
of After-Care Men."” Bliss represented I cried out despairingly, ' Is anybody : ' Rl
bl:ut'-rl'].I.'lEI'iIi__;:, and his talk on this subject there 2 "' MLV nns Kissre (4th Bedford Regiment).
was followed with attention and provided The sightless ex-officer appeared out of Another St. Dunstaner whi jo he forces within a few weel

f12 towards the debt of our little Chapel,
which, if I may suggest it, might fitly
have as its dedication, ' The Church of
the Ever-Open Door."”

many points for after-comment. Farrell the gloom a vard away. ood graclous, ¢l Iy, dat ¢ I b il th nn
e = . = - = % . 18 PErs ¥ y 3
was keen on ]'_rr.J:ﬁlI_\_' farming and dealt with \‘.'§|}' are you out to-day! Are vou

his subject with a touch of humour which lost 2" 1 asked. Vhilst with 1 trained it wrming, but wa
caused much amusement. Tatten dealt “On the contrary,’”’ he said, “I am i upation, as he suffered g ill-health. At the enc
with basket-making in a manner which hinding my way about better than ever. S SASKEC RTE v Aeeem R IR gaakeetls

2 s < . ' ” = 5 he funeral k t B m, on 5th January, anid followed ¢
showed he knew his subject intimately, I recognise your voice.  May I take vou by the Vieae ! ST R
while Hudson elaborated on massage in a across ? " \ Beautiful wres ot Captain Fraser
style both interesting and refreshing. And he led me unerringly to the othe rades at St. Dunstan's," w mg the many floral tributes, Kibble leaves a widow to mon
Bell very briefly illustrated the Braille side.
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NEWS OF ST. DUNSTANERS

C. T. Condon, of Hants, so his friends

will be glad to hear that he is much
better than he used to be in every way.
His little son, Arthur Dunstan, is a par-
ticularly fine little fellow, according to
reports.

l'l' is a long time since we had news from

From Wales comes word of W. Last, who
is a very busy man with poultry requiring
the nsual amount of attention, a voracious
pig, and a cow in full milk ! We are sorry
to note that Mrs. Last is still delicate, and
hope that full strength will return to her
with the New Year.

The move from Dundee to Kintore has
been a great success, according to F. .
Parker of Longlands. Health has im-
;.Il'r:‘.'t'1|, .mﬂ ]ll_' ."‘1]1|l‘~ el ,L':I_Hn'l IEI.‘H] 1-1'
interesting oceupation in his garden, with
which he has done very well, although
there was some disease among the early
potatoes., The poultry, too, is proving a
profit as well as a pleasure, the hens having
laid well all through the summer

The election is now an old story, but
such a good tale comes from C. Molloy
of Wigan, that we must quote it.  Wigan
is a Labour centre, by the way

“1 have called on behalf of the Con-
servative candidate,” began a canvasser

“Oh,"” said the houscholder, ‘" and
what's he going to do for us ? "

The canvasser, taking a deep breath :
“Well, he will look after the IEmpire for
}'IIIZ_

“That's enough,"” interrupted the miner.
“TIf he'll do that he's the man for me.
We have had some rotten pictures there
lately ; it's time someone thought of
making a change.”

How many men have Runner Ducks
that can beat the output of A. J. Holland’s
(of Rushden) fine White Champion ? She

has laid 306 eggs in a year and ten days
and is now beginning to moult. " She
will want a lot of beating,” as he says
with pride,

There seems to have been quite an
epidemic of accidents among the wives of
St. Dunstaner's of late, and now two more
have had catastrophes, we are sorry to
hear. The wife of A. Charman, of Hever,
Kent, has had a nasty cycle accident ;
at one time there was even talk of an
operation, but we trust that massage will
put the trouble right. And now we learn
that the wife of A. J. Hornsby (of Sheffield)
has slipped down some steps, and although
no bones are broken, some fingers were
dislocated and she herself was badly
bruised. We hope to hear news of rapid
progress from both sufferers.

® W 5

“ As much work as I can get through ™
is the cheery report of his progress given
by H. A. Baker, of Clapham Junction.
He must find the days full, for in addition
to his work Baker has various hobbies, and
music too occupies a good many of his
spare moments. He gets an immense
amount of pleasure from his mandoline,
we know, and now is preparing to conquer
the banjo.

Several men, unable or unwilling to
take the responsibility of a shop, have
found it a paving proposition to turn a
front window into a miniature display
room One of the latest recruits in this
direction is C. Norman, of Ramsey, and
we wish him every success in his venture,
He is busy just now with mats, and says
he 1-nin_\'_§ having a regular occupation
again,

Another who has launched out con-
?‘j‘]i'f'iilli_\- of late is I, Uimtill']_\'. of Ver-
wood. He has taken a shed adjoining a
shop in the heart of the village and has

ST. DUNST
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fitted it up with various articles for sale
so that it shall look attractive, and as an
additional ““draw " has fitted up his
mat-frame there, Congratulations to him
on his enterprisc.

While speaking of mat-makers we should
mention A, Edmonds, of Acerington, who
has just been lucky enough to secure an
excellent order for three dozen mats from
a particularly good source,  We trust that
“repeats " will follow

Despite our recent bad weather, ** boots
are quet,’ or so IY, Marsden, of Blackburn,
finds this branch of trade, but, luckily, he
has other lines in which to interest himself.
His poultry have done well and he had an
excellent  return from his  tomatoes,
['hese, we believe, made full demand
even on the energies of this most energetic
couple, Marsden and his wife,

['here is nothing like courage when con-
fronted by the unexpected demands of a
good customer, and J. Burley, of Norwich,
has just had occasion to display this
quality in full as he has had an order for
a very large cupboard and one to be made
in a way that would tax any man's
ingenuity, It i1z for use in a Mission
Hall for which he has already made a
platform and a pulpit,

(", Morton, of Rotherham, is vet another
busy man: indeed, he is almost con
stantly employed on motor mats, and very
cheery he is as he works at them, too.
He never seems to think anvthing a
bother and takes real interest in design
waork., Morton 18 one of the many St.
Dunstaners who aim at maintaining a high
standard. .

Sincere congratulations should eo from

all |i[- ns to I [\‘h]lillﬂr.'l.'l ||['. \\-'”i]'iii"l],

Salop, on the energy and enterprise he and
his wife have shown in striking out in an
entirely new line. A short time since they
heard of an inn that had been unsucess
fully managed, put in an immediate
application for it, and are now installed
Robinson finds that rolling beer harrels is
a most health giving exercise.

Not long since we mentioned the littl
sweets and tobaceco business that (. I,
Hall, of Bedworth, was running. His
friends will be interested in hearing that
this has now expanded into a small
‘general ' ostore and seems in oa very
promising condition. Hall's latest enter
prise—which, by the way, should lead to
a wider circle of customers—is to start
up a small Ford 'bus, in conjunction with
a brother. It is doing a thriving trade,
at present, in running the miners to and
from their pits. Certainly, people with
such courage and initiative as Mr. and
Mrs. Hall deserve to succeed, and we feel
sure l]||-_\' will do so.

“ As fit and fat as ever " reports L. C. R.
Jenkins, of Bristol, who also adds the good
news that ‘‘ business is brisk "—indeed,
he says he is experiencing a regular rush
of customers at present, all of whom assure
him that his ** chocolates are better than
ever.,” (Jenkins is a shorthand typist
with J. & S. Fry, Ltd.—En.)

Quite a satisfactory amount of work,
too, is in sight for H, Smith, of Hudders-
field, which is good to hear. His friends
will be pleased to learn that his infant son
is a noticeably fine baby and a very
flourishing one. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Smith are looking forward to moving
into their new bungalow, which promiscs
to be a remarkably nice little place.

One who actually has moved 1s A.
Williams, now of Chepstow, He is
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delighted with his new house and garden
and is naturally taking a good deal of
pride in them. We hope that the garden
will prove a source of both pleasure and
profit in the new year.
I R R

A very nice little trade, indeed, has been
worked up by G. A. Gilpin, of Devon, and
it 1s pleasant to know that he gives a good
deal of the credit for the success he has
had to the excellent quality of the leather
supplied him from headqunarters. We
think, however, that even more important
than the good leather is keen attention
to detail. We know that Gilpin takes
real pride in all he does and—another big
point—invariably has his repairs done to
time. Whenever he has any leisure he turns
it to advantage by filling in winter orders
for rabbit nets.

=

Concerning W. Woodrow, of Ebbs-
bourne Vale, there is little to report, but
it 1s satisfactory {o hear that his health is
most decidedly improved sinece he moved
to Wiltshire ; he has, in fact, gained
almost a stone in weight.

Like many another, W. Walter, of
Warwick, is finding that his family alone
keeps him on the busy side in regard to
boot repairs—six children get through a
deal of shoe-leather he tells us. In other
ways mats give him a good deal of
occupation and he finds a ready sale for
those locally.

Two St. Dunstaners have found a new
outlet for their energies in the testing
of head-phones, J. Davies and J. Griffiths,
both now of Coventry. In fact, the firm
employing them has been so busy that it
has proved necessary to put in overtime,
Griffiths, by the way, is living almost
opposite to Davies, which is pleasant for
both men. He had a very difficult time
obtaining lodgings for the housing shortage
is as acute in Coventry as elsewhere, but
finally found a landlady to take him in;
then, with more persuasion, she accepted
his wife, and after yet more diplomacy
on Griffiths’ part—his ecight months’
old baby.

In these days when people are writing
to The Times on the way in which cheap
foreien baskets are mining the English
basket trade it is good news to hear that
H. Jones, of Flint, is settled in a neigh-
hourhood uninjured by unfair competition.
He is the only basket maker in the dis-
trict and so secures quite a reasonable
supply of local orders. Congratulations
to him on his luck and prospects.

In the pigeon world T. Carter, of
Darlington, has been winning renown
for himself, having won two gold medals
and tiwo silver cups, the first prizes in the
400 and 500 mile races organised by the
Darlington Pigeon Club. He must have
some splendid birds, and we congratulate
him on the successful way he is running
his hobby.

Poultry is claiming all the attention of
(. Roach. He is deing well, has some
good birds, and keeps everything par-
ticularly clean and neat, we are glad to
hear—a fact which doubtless has a good
deal to do with his success.

How many St. Dunstaners have con-
sidered the advisability of fitting an
electric light advertising sign to their
premises 7 This is the idea of that
exceedingly capable man, R. Harding, of
Cirencester, and we hope that if he carries
it out he will find a decided increase in
his takings. Harding, by the way, is yet
another of the many who have helpful
sisters to smooth the wheels of life and
eive a hand when necessary.

Another of our shopkeepers who is
alwavs casting about for new devices to
attract customis W. Castle, of Birmingham.
He has a lock-up shop close to his home,
and keeps it looking exceedingly nice, and
in such excellent order that he can attend
to every customer with quick precision.

Very early risers are Mr. and Mrs, W. I,
Cork, of Lyminge, who are doing well with
their poultry. They are often up before
5 am., as they drive their produce into
l":n”\'"hl'n[n' ;:[J\'] “L‘l' 10 :3]]1-:!(1 T 1|JI.
immediate needs of their farm before they
start.
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Wireless for the Blind

By TaN FrASER AND OswaLD CARPENTER
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CHAPTER V.

E shall now deal more [recly with

\x/ the practical side of wireless

reception, relative  theoretical

matter which has not yet been touched
upon being considered en route.

In the Introduction to these chapters
it was made clear that sighted assistance
would be necessary in the initial stages of
a St. Dunstaner’s practical wireless efforts,
and the quarter from which such assistance
could be gratuitously obtained was indi-
cated, :

THE AERIAL.

[he first point to consider in the instal-
lation of a wireless set is the acrial. An
aerial may consist of one, two, or more
wires suspended in space and insulated
at the points of suspension. A wire,
termed the Down Lead, 1s brought from
one end and is connected to the receiving
dpparatus. I'he end of the r'll']i\l], which
is nof attached to the down lead, is termed
the Free End. The higher the aerial
the greater will be the range of the
receiver. It must not be supposed,
however, that in order to get good results
it 18 necessary to procure lofty masts to
support the aerial at a considerable
height. Such is the multiplicity of broad
casting stations in Great Britain that in
the majority of instances the prospective
listener-in is only a few miles from one
of them, in which case good results may be
obtained with the simplest erystal appara-
tus, using an aerial only 15 or 2o feet high
—providing the aerial wire approximates
to the maximum permissible length of o0
feet .1Z'n| that it 1s not "-.i'{'i'-lll“f_\' Sereened
By a “ screened ' aerial we mean one which
is immediately adjacent to obstacles such
as relatively high buildings, trees, or metal
structures, all of which tend in varying
degrees to deflect the waves and so to
weaken the effect they produce upon the
aerial.

The two types ol aerial in general

use  lor ]J['ll:n]c'.|~l ]<-||'||li<|l| t|11|i'-|' a
»\i!I_L'[I wire and two |;_-|['|'H|-§ wires respec-
tively., Where it is possible to secure a
run of at least 6o feet (including the down
lead) a '-.illl:_'!l wire acrial proves satis
factory, In defanlt of this length it is
advisable to employ the two wire arrange-
ment, termed a Twin Aerial. It is often
possible to utilise a house as the support
for one end of the aerial, and a tree orn
fence for the other.
A SiNGLE WIRE AERIAL.

This is the simplest and cheapest type
of aerial. By measuring the horizontal
span between the two points of support
and adding a sufficient length for the
down lead (which will be attached to the
end of the horizontal span nearest the
receiving instruments) the necessary
length of wire will be arrived at [his
must not exceed 100 feet. There s
no hard and fast rule regarding the type
of wir to be used {‘Hp]h'l", Silicon-
bronze, Phospher-bronze, or even msu-
lated bell-wire may be employed. The
insulation of the latter will not affect
reception in any way since if it were not
there the wire would be surrounded by
air, which is certainly as good an insulator
as the material covering the bell wire.
Probably the most satisfactory wire for
our purpose will prove to consist of
seven strands of No. 2o or No. 22 enamelled
copper. This can be purchased in lengths
of 100 feet at a cost of three or four
shillings. The following items will also
be needed :

2 Shell-type glazed porecelain imnsulators ;

1 Leading-in tube, of ebonite, with
protective cone or skirt.

[hese secured, pass the free end of the
aerial wire through a hole in one insulator
and twist it fast. Twist a length of wire
or well-creosoted rtope (the latter is
preferred) through the other hole in the
insulator and attach it to the appro-
priate point of support. The distance
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between the free end and the point of
support should not be less than five feet.
Turning to the down lead end of the aerial
pass the end of the horizontal span of
wire through one end of the remaining
insulator and twist it fast, Attach to the
second point of support by means of the
other hole in the insulator, as before.
Next, take the length of wire which is
to be used for the down lead and twist it
round the aerial wire at the appropriate
end of the horizontal span preparatory
to making a well-soldered joint. Those
portions of the down lead and aerial
wires which come into contact must be
carefully scraped and cleaned prior to
the twisting and soldering operations, and
a non-corrosive flux, such as resin, should
be employed.

If the distance between the point of
support and the down lead end has been
well chosen, the down lead will slope away
from the horizontal span at an angle
greater than go degrees. The down lead
must not be allowed to run nearer than
five feet to the house (which usually
constitutes the means of support at this
end), except at the lower extremity, where
it 1s attached to the leading-in tube
This latter serves to conduct the down
lead via an insulated channel through o
window sash or other partition.

A Twix AERIAL,

As previously indicated, a two wire, or
twin, aerial should be employed when it
is not possible to erect a single wire aerial
having a greater overall length than sixty
feet. The following items will be required :

Two Shell-type glazed porcelain insu-
lators.

One Leading-in tube, of ebonite, with
protective cone or skirt.

Two Sticks (termed spreaders), prefer-
ably of ash, about five feet long and one
inch square.

Sufficient 7/20 or 7/22 enamelled copper
wire.

First bore one 1-8th of an inch hole
throngh both ends of each spreader,
Twist the ends of the two lengths of wire
constituting the horizontal span through
these holes. Next procure two ]Ij‘_'f es of

wire ten feet long.  The ends of each piece
will be twisted fast through the holes in
each spreader. If the task has been
successfully accomplished, the two aerial
wires should be stretched parallel to one
another, being held apart at each end by a
spreader, the two ends of the spreader being
linked by a loop of wire, termed the Bridle,
The centre point of cach bridle is next
secured to one hole in each insulator, the
other hole being connected to the appro-
priate point of support as outlined hither-
to. A down lead is taken from each wirt
in the manner then described. The two
down leads may be twisted together or
may be allowed to meet at the leading-in
tube. If the aerial is imperfectly balanced
and hangs * lopsidedly,” the length of
one of the wires may need slight modifica-
tion ; also the point on the bridle which is
attached to the insulator.

Aerials (this term includes down leads)
should not be permitted to sway under the
mnfluence of a breeze, This is of import-
ance when they are within a few feet of a
building, tree, or other object, and then
more particularly when using a valve
receiver, In the case of the single wire
tvpe this may be obviated by slightly
tantening the wire. It is more liable to
occur and more difficult to correet in
connection with the twin type, If the
tensioning of the down leads does not
prove effectual it is desirable to attach an
insulated securing rope, or Guy, to each
end of the '~}>]'v;ln§r[ at the free end of the
aerial. These ropes should be ]'.:.,|"]'\
tensioned and secured to the ground

[HE IEARTH.

[tis1important that a good earth connee-
tion should be secured for radio instru-
ments If the earth connection is faulty,
results will be unsatisfactory. A water-
supply pipe is usually available. A metal
carthing clamp is readily obtainable and
should be fixed to a ]|:|1']iiu| of the Elf}'_Jl.'
which has been eleaned.  Gas pipes must
not be used under any circumstances
The lead from the receiver to the water
pipe must be made as short as possible
Where a water pipe is not available a
perforated copper earthing stake, which is
readily obtainable, should be buried in
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damp soil, underneath the aerial if pos-
sible, the lead from the receiver being
carefully soldered to it

A CRySTAL RECEIVER.

We shall now describe the assembly of
a Crystal Receiver from components which
may be readily obtained at any wireless
store.  When attached to an aerial and
earth of average efficiency, it will yield
good results at distances not r-X[‘l't':lir];:
20 miles from a main broadecasting station.
When used for the interception of pro-
grammes from the small power relay
stations, its range will be considerably
less, five or six miles representing a fair
average,

[he following items are required :

1 5.2 plug-in Inductance Coil,

Single-coil holder.,
Radiocite (or Thertzite) mounted
crystal detector

1 mounted Variable Condenser of .0o005

mfd. capacity.
pair of telephones of 2,000 chms total
resistance.

1 Fixed-value Condenser of oot mid.

capacity.

\ small quantity of insulated wire.

It is im*—.“)lc' that the cast of these
components may be found to exceed that
of a cheap ready-made crystal receiver. It
must therefore be borne in mind that they
have been chosen with a view to their
subsequent incorporation in single and
multi-valve receivers which will be dealt
with i later chapters. Inconnecting up the
circuit we shall use insulated conductors
such as No. 2o copper wire covered with
double-wound silk.  When the conductors
have been cut into appropriate lengths,
the ends will be bared and scraped so that
a clean and bright surface is presented for
connection to the various terminals.

IFirst run a lead from the inner side of
the leading-in tube to one terminal of the
single-coil holder, To this terminal also
connect a lead from the wvariable con
denser and one from the " catswhisker
side of the erystal detector., Next con-
nect the earth lead to the unoccupied
terminal on the single coil holder and to the
unoccupied terminal on  the wvariable
condenser One of the pins on the
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telephones is then attached to this latter
terminal, the other pin being taken to th
vacant terminal on the crystal detector
I'he two ends of the fxed-value condenser
should be attached to the telephone pins
and the circuit is then complete,
Providing that we are within range of
broadeasting station amd that the latter
1s transmitting a programme, we may al
once put the receiver into commission.
[his is effected simply by rotating  the
handle of the wvariable condenser and
adjusting the “ catswhisker "' contact on
the crystal detector until the desired
transmission is received with the greatest
clarity. [If the aerial is rather short, and
if the wavelength of the transmitter is
above 400 metres, it may be necessary to

praocure an 5.3 " plug-in induetance coil

in ]I!.H'l' of the “ 5.2 " which has been
.\'[}l'{‘il]{ﬂ. Both these coils may be advan-
tageously employed in any valve apparatus
which is subsequently constructed

First-hand Knowledge
ST. DUNsTAN'S ORATORS.

Hardly a month passes but we hear from
some quarter of the public tribute paid
to the work of St. Dunstan's Organisation
by St. Dunstancrs themselves, It is, wi
are sure, news which will give pleasure to
all, for apart from the value of such
addresses, a deep human interest must
attach to these personal reviews of lifi
at St. Dunstan’s and our other activities

The most recent news we have of this
kind is from Bournemouth, where at two
capital entertainments organised and pro-
duced by Miss Aimee Sydenham, F. G
Havens, an old St. Dunstaner, spoke at
each performance of the work of the
hostel. We learn that these addresses
were heard with the greatest attention, and
evoked much applause.

We should like to add that, although wi
recognise very fully the desirability of
St. Dunstaners telling of the work of the
Organisation in their own words, we shall
at any time be very glad to forward te
prospective speakers a general outline of
up-to-date facts and information upon
which a public address may be based.
Such ]-t'fEHI"‘\.!"* should be addressed to tlhie
Editor.
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Business Building
A Short Series of Practical Articles for St. Dunstaner Craftsmen and Traders
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HOW T0O SEL

In considering the most effective
means of building up a steady sale of
the productions of St. Dunstan’s mat-
makers, T had at first decided that it
would be necessary to divide these crafts-
men into  two classes—namely, those
possessing a shop window and those who
carry on their craft in a private house or
workshop.  Further consideration, how
ever, has led me to the conclusion that
there need be little orno material differcnce
between the metheds applicable to one
]urul_\'r\l workers and the other While, for
example, the possession of a shop window
in a more or less busy shopping thorough-
fare simplifics to a considerable extent
the problem of effective lisplay before the
public, there are methods by which the
worker who produces his mats in a room of
his private house or in a workshop may
sceure display publicity quite comparable
with that offered by the possession of
a shop window

Before going further, let me emphasise
that the two primary essentials in finding
customers for the one-man business are,
lirstly, to increase the number of buyers,
and, secondly, never to lose the Ones you
have already gained. The first means
publicity, advertising, canvassing, or what-
ever other term you like to call it. The
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YOUR MATS.

second means giving satisfaction. Theseare
the principles npon which all commercial
prosperity in big or little businesses is
ased, and it is useless for a tradesman or
craltsman to spend time, thought, and
money in obtaining new customers if the
quality of his work and the satisfaction
he gives does not mean  once a customer,
always a customer.” Similarly, a man
may turn out the best goods in the world,
but unless he lets people know he has
them they will merely cumber his store
room, ' j

One other point, Remember that in
these days of dear living, every housewife
worth the name is able to price very
l\.n'||_\' the ;_;.u;.[-c she buvs. Th ['I'll'v[.l'
consider 1t better business to  executs
an order at a price which allows a reason-
able profit and which will bring repeat
orders, rather than to make a charge
which will frighten awav vour customet
for the future.

\-'..-\\', o come to [Jl'.ge|j-'.|| Nli'||'.li||».
I have sclected the mat-makers to deal
with first, as their numbers preponderate
in the tale of St. Dunstan’s craftsmen,
but it must be borne in mind that manvy
of my suggestions for increasing business
are of general ;|]l|lH|'.-|Iiu|i to all who do
retail selling of any goods made by
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themselves. I have emphasised before the
vital importance of good workmanship
not because I have any doubt that every
St. Dunstaner can be relied upon for this
but because it involves the study ol
other points closely allied to the best
craftsmanship. FFor example, a man
may  produce a cocoa fibre mat of
splendid  finish, closely  woven, and a
pattern of its kind in every way. But it
is essential to ensure that it is exactly
fitted for the purpose for which it is
intended. I remember a case in which a
good friend of St. Dunstan's ordered a
mat to fit the well in his entrance hall
Exact measurements were given, and
eventually the mat was delivered.  But
it was too large—not much too large, but
sufficiently so to make it a matter of
considerable difficulty to wedge it into
the well, and then—especially as fibr
mats have a slight tendency to spread
after being in nse—it would buckle at the
corners.  This meant a constant source
of worry, and e¢ven exasperation, not
only to the servants in the house, but to
T|.H. owner himseld He did not wish to
complain to St. Dunstan’s, but 1 know he
was resolved that his next mat would be
ordered elsewhere. I made it my business
to inguire how the mistake had arisen
[t was simple enough—the mat-maker
had worked to the measurements given
him, except that he had not allowed quite
enough for the border binding, and,
further, the slight spread referred to before.
[t was not lack of experience; this
particular mat-maker knew all thes
points—it was just lack of thought and
Care, [ was able to get that mat and
that matter—put right, but my readers
must remember that there is not always
someone able and ready to look after

these things. It 18 sound business to sce

that no mistake 1s made in the first place

There are many other points which the

salesman of his own mats should remember
in dealing with customers. 1If a colour

design mat i1s wanted, he should ensure
that it does not clash with the general
colour scheme of the hall or deorway
where it may be used. He can advise
whether a sinnett or brush mat is prefer-
able ul this from the point of view ol

the buyer, and not from his own,  He can
give some hints as to the proper use and
cleaning of mats, their repair, and so on,
The customer looks upon him as an
expert, which he is, and is grateful for the
adwvice, and comes back again when another
mat is required.

Now, as to catching the public eye, I
yvou have a shop window, use it to the
utmost, Mats mayv not seem to lend
themselves to very original or artistic
window display, but a good deal can be
done in  this direction. Change your
window fairly frequently. One  week
make a special display of eolour des
and  border mats, On  another givi
prominence to plain and shaped mat:
Grive the sinnett a window to itself ocea-
sionally, and point out, by means of a
neatly written placard, the special ad
vantages of sinnett for some positions.  If
vou have letiers of .I[:lsl'l.l'j.li_iclrl of vour
goods (and what St. Dunstaner has not ?)
show them in your window in neat little
frames.

[ am a great behiever in the value of
letting the public * see how it is done,"
so, if 1t 1s possible, get the mat frame or
sinnett table in the window now and then,
and do your work there. At all times you
should leave some window or door
vision of vourself at work within.

Now as to the man without a shop
window, Ewven here, and in the least
populous neighbourhoods, it is possible to
make, in fine weather, a display of your
goods in fore-court or doorway, and if
you have not the space yourself, you can
often get it given you. One man [ know
has prevailed upon the proprietor of the
local hotel to allow him to place on the
wall of the saloon bar a specimen of his
mat-making skill, and above is placed a
card—"" John the war-blinded mat-
maker (Trained at 5t. Dunstan's.)
Makes eocoa-fibre and sinnett mats of the
finest quality in any shape or design. A
trial order will be esteemed.” Then fol-
lows the address, and brief but precise
directions for reaching it. He has reaped
a remarkable number of orders by this
means.  Another plan 15 to make an
arrangement with a local shop to give a
window or showroom space for the same
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purposc. You can offer, if necessary,asmall
commission on every order so secured,
but I think it will be found that very few
British shopkeepers would require such
inducement from a St. Dunstan's man.
This *“ away from home " exhibition may,
with a little tact and persuasion, be secured
in many other places where possible
buyers colleet, such as local elubs, registry
offices, restaurants, and the like. It is
worth while offering special inducement for
this form of publicity, as, for example,
to present a mat to a restaurant or hotel,
provided the proprietor will permit  a
neatly framed notice to be placed on the
wall or doorway, or some prominent
position, to, say, the following effect :
“ The mat at this door was made entirely
by hand, of the finest materials, by
John , who was blinded in the War
and tramed at St. Dunstan’s. He will
appreciate orders for mats of any shape,
size, ordesign,”’ following with the address.
Another important medium for pub
licity, and one which has been followed to
a considerable extent by S, Dunstan’s
men, is a display at the weekly markets.
Even where it may not be possible for the
worker himself or a member of his family
to take charge of such a display, it will
often be found that a good-natured friend
will permit one or two mats to be placed
on his own pitch, with the necessary
information as to the maker and his
address.  Other dircetions in which many
St. Dunstaner mat-makers have learnt
from experience that sales may
stimulated are participation in  local
agricultural and other shows, bazaars,
sales of work, &c., while more than one
St. Dunstaner, T believe, makes a practice
of touring the neighbourhood with a van
or hand-cart, displaying his goods.
Printed, postal, and pictorial publicity
methocds cover such a wide field that 1
cannot do more than verv briefly touch
upon these.  They all involve, naturally,
some amount of expenditure, and without
expert help and advice from someone
fully conversant with local conditions, it
1S rl:-»i]'.lmz- 0 EO V¢ ry I.il»'!'II”_‘.' in these
directions. 1 may specifly a few of thes
forms of publicity : local paper advertis
ing, advertising slides in local cinemas,

handbills and their distribution, theatre
and other programme advertising. Gener-
ally speaking, all these methads have their
value, but to bring results they must be
persevered in, and perseverance entails
rather considerable cost. There is one
form of printed advertising which, to my
mind, every St. Dunstaner mat-maker
should engage in, and that is a business
card of some form or another. It should
be made as interesting and attractive
as possible, but must not be too large for
those to whom it is given to be inclined
to keep it by them, or to hand it to other
folk. A very attractive little four-fold
card I once saw bore on the title page a
picture of the mat-maker at his frame.
On page 2 was a short letter asking fo
orders, while pages 3 and 4 were devoted
to descriptions and prices of the varions
forms and styles of mats. The producer
of these cards had effected a remarkably
complete distribution of them in likely
quarters, spread over about three
months, with very considerable increase
of trade.

Although, strictly speaking, it should
1ot come within the scope of an article
on  advertising or business building, 1
think I may be permitted to point out to
my readers what an important influence
on trade is ereated by as active an associa-
tion as possible with the general life of the
community in which one is resident.
Make all the personal friends and business
acquaintances yon possibly can ; take as
large a share in the social and civie life
of your town or village as your abilities
and vour means permit ; il you are a

singer, musician, or public speaker, try
and ensure that your services are in con-
stant request ; if vou only play whist, go
to whist drives as often as you can. Make
friends ; let people know _'\"ul: what vour
work 15— how vou live, Do not let over-
sensitiveness or personal modesty make
vou overlook the undeniable fact that, as
a man blinded in the service of King and
Country, you are a personality of interest
to yvour fellow citizens, and that there are
]._-\\.- who wonld not #o out of their way 10
do you a good turn if they were given th
J||>I)'JI'|I‘.||J.[\\.
Giive them the op portunity !
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SPORTS CLUB NOTES

sarily be brief this month becanse we
have done verylittle in the Christmas
holidays — except  ponder  about  ou
Christmas Dinner and Cross-word puzzles

First of all let me wish all our sportsmen
the very best of good wishes for the New
Year for health and strength and all
]13'.»_»-];:-{'“)',

With our increased numbers at Head-
quarters, [ am looking forward to an
excellent term, but I feel sure that the
new boys will be interested in our SpoTts.

PHYSICAL JERKS.

May I congratulate the following men
upon the excellent performances they put
in last term [hey did not miss one
morning except in the case of illness and
special leave, and I think this reflects
great credit, especiallv during the winter
months,

Hill Burley
Mann lee
fsom Broolks.
Roberts. Blackman
Murphy Boyee
Healey Hunt
Larkholme Williams, |
Finlkle
Welks
Tebbutt
Edwards
IFairfield
Mulvaney
Shakespeare
Williams, E. |
WALKING.

[ have just been infor
Donoghue of the Queen’s Park Harriers,
that Saturday, 14th March, will be the
most convenient date for escorts to assist
us in another six-mile Outer Cirele Walk.,
This will be similar to the previous walks
and will be on handicap lines. T am also
wondering if many men would care for
me to arrange a three-mile Outer
Run some time in April, because
are quite a number of men who could
possibly attempt the run, to whom
walking, as far as racing is concerned, is

impossible.

I FEAR that Sports Notes must necos-

med by M
a

Will all those who intend entering
please note that the entries will close on
the last day of February, and [ shall b
glad i all intending competitors will by
sure to send in their names in good time
I'|'1'|zfl|r~. I had better sayv that the walk

will commence at 3 o'clock sharp

PRESENT BOYS' SPORTS,

Our n‘:ni]l]u-ﬂlir;u ended practically as
shown in last month's Review, the only
difference  being  that Harrison beat
[Edwards for third [:].lir in the T.B.
section, I most heartily congratulate the
leading boys on the splendidly consistent
way they have performed during the
term. It has been a very keen competi-
tion, in which everyone has taken part in
a thoroughly sportsmanlike manner. |
know that we will be in for a very busy
time this term

I'. B 5.5

Fairfield Burleigh
Roberts Fallowfield
Harrison 7 Brookes
Edwards ; Finkle
Tebbutt o Knight

(511! : 3 Bla an
Shakespeare y  Sheppard
f.ea . tas B s

Wi

ROWING.

I'he weather is not propitious for early
morning practice, but 1 anticipate that
there will be quite a number of the present
boys turning out. Miss Paterson hopes
to have the names of any Old Boys who
would care to have |'e|'\\'i|._{1'.IJT.‘_P“‘[.‘J'I but
of course this will not be possible until the
eginning of March,

WALKING TUITION.

Mr. Wrapson, 1 Seaford Road, S.
Tottenham, N.15, has very kindly pro-
mised to give walking tuition to any of
our boys who live in his locality. Perhaps
those who would be glad to avail them-
selves of his help will communicate direct
with Mr. Wrapson.
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OLD BOYS' SPORTS.
Our Old Boys started again in real
earnest on Tuesday, 13th inst. May I

say how much we will welcome any new

boys who would care to come along and
join us. We have during the past few
weeks gained two more boys, and 1 am
convinced that they are thoroughly
enjoying the experience. Nichols is re-
taining his place at the head of the poll,
whilst Brown and Drummer Downs are
struggling for supremacy in the S. S,
section
POINTS.

Nicholls [.005 Brown
Henry . . 922§ Downs
McFarlane . 810 |ames
Webster . 803l Ashton
Burran sHo Champniss
Lrover

Iserr

Deegan

Millar

BOXING.

A party of our boys had a most enjoy-
able evenming at the N. 5. C.on the 5th inst.
at the Stable Boys championships. The
members of the N.S.C., as usunal were most
courteous and gave the bovs a very warm
welcome,  We are greatly looking forward
to our next 1|1>]r-.-1'1|lf1f{_\'-f'd" attending,
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The Wedding Tea-pot

T. Milner, of Liverpool whose wedding

we recently announced, writes, in a letter
to Captain Fraser, as follows :
I have received the silver t a-pot sent
as a wedding present and accompanied by
the good wishes of yoursell and St
Dunstan’s, and I thank vou verv sincerely,
on behalf of my wife and myself, for this
beautiful gift. I can assure vou it will
always figure prominently in my home, and
it will at all times point out to friends
visiting us the great Organisation which
looks after the welfare of St. Dunstaners.
In concluding, 1 would hike to offer my
congratulations upon vour success in
winning a seat in Parliament."

Take care of the small things, Napo-
leon measured his soldiers' bootlaces and
saved an inch on each.

St. Dunstaner Musician Married

Although the pressure on our space is
heavy this month, we would like to give
some details from a report which has
reached us of a wedding on 23rd Decem
ber. The report reads :

At Christ Church, West Hartlepool,
this afternoon, there was solemnised the
wedding of Mr. Edward Slaughter, late
of Ashington, Northumberland, Professor
of Singing at the Incorporated London
Academy of Music, and Miss Dorothy
Mason, C.T.L.L1.A.M., elder daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. John Mason, formerly of
West Hartlepool and Darlington, and now
of London. The bridegroom, who saw
war service in I'rance and was wounded in
April 1918, after an excellent training at
St. Dunstan’s, took up a musical career
and was appointed on the staff of the
Academy.

[he bride, who was attired in a grey
Georgette dress, with hat to match, was
given away by her father. The brides-
maid was Miss Margaret Mason, sister of
the bride, and the best man was Mr. Frank
Plowman, of Middlesbrough. The Church
organist, Mr. A. Bower, officiated at the
organ.

To the bride the bridegroom presented

a beautiful diamond and aquamarine ring ;

to the bridegroom the bride gave a hand-
some gold Braille wateh ; while the gift
of the bridegroom to the bridesmaid was
a gold wristlet watch., A long list of
presents from the families, relatives, and
friends included a mahogany chiming
clock from Baroness e Halpert (nee
Miss Margaret Macintyre), the famous
prima donna, afternoon tea tray, wallet,
and purse from Mr. Sterling MacKinlay,
M.A. (son of Madame Antoinette Sterling),
and Mrs: MacKinlay, silver teapot (suit-
ably inseribed) from Capt. lan Praser,
M.P., and Committee of St. Dunstan’s, an
entree dish from the staff of the Academy,
and a silver-mounted black ebony baton
from Mr. Slaughter's voung ladies’ choir.

[he r'l-i‘t';.llilﬂll at the Grand Hotel was
largely attended. Ihe iJe-\'.'f_\'-[||.'|!'['i-'li
couple, amid the congratulations of their
friends, left for Harrogate by the 5.15 ex-
press for the honeymoon before returning
home to London.”
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Some interesting extracts from

Eight Years Ago |

“ St Dunstan's Review " in 1917, ‘

and some amusing reminders of old-time comrades and associations.

U which will offer opportunilies of piguant comparison with lo-day
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I'rom NoTES BY SIR ARTHUR,

| impu- when you are on your walks
abroad you all pay particular attention
to the way in which roads and often paths
curve downwards from the centre. 1
remember some time ago being quite sur-
prised when a blind man, who gets about
by himself very expertly, laughed at the
idea of tripping over a curb. When |
asked him how he avoided them, he replied
' Just by lifting up my foot.” Now I
know, as I daresay a good may of you do,
and T hope all of yon soon will, that his
secret was the very simple one of observing
the curve of the road when it approaches
the curb. This curve is the rule with, 1
think, no exceptions, and there is no need
to ever stumble over a curb if one looks
carefully for the guiding curve.

From ENTERTAINMENT NOTES.

“ The Wonders of the Human Brain "
was the subject of a most interesting
lecture given by Mr. John Naylor on
5th November. At the end of the dis
course he asked several of the audience to
ascend the platform. Drummer Downs,
Corporal Melntosh, and Pte. Stobi
complied with the request.  Each in turn
had his ecranium examined, and Mr.
Naylor's description of their capabilities
and their inclinations caused much amuse
ment. Nobody who has seen or heard
Downs play the big drum, and latterly the
trombone, can deny that he is musical.
McIntosh was described as being of a
financial turn of mind, and would most
likely make his mark as a stockbroker,
whilst Stobie was described as a man of ex-
ceptional abilitiesand plenty of brain power

(Can any who know these three St Dun
staners dare deny thal the entire truthof thes:
readings has been fully proved —Eb.)

From DECORATIONS FOR (GALLANTRY

On zznd November General Sir Francis

Lloyd, Commanding the London District,

visited St. Dunstan’s to decorate nine of
the blinded men with medals won  for
deeds on the battleficld.  The men <o
decorated were Sergeant . G. Holmes,
rzth Middlesex, Sergt. J. W. Macauley
gth Black Watch ; Sergt. J. Muir, 2nd
K.OSB.; Corpl. O'Kelly, Royal Engi-
neers ; Bombardier Smith, F.IR.A, ¢ Lanci

Corpl. A. DBenning, 2nd Scottish Rifles ¢
Lance-Corpl, H. D). Learmouth, 19
Northumberland Fusiliers ;. Callinson,
zined Class Air Mechanie, R.IF.C. : Pte
IE. J. Turner, zgth Canadians \ Dbrief
account of cach deed of gallantry, as
well as a list of the other St. Dunstaners
past and present who have been decorated,
was read out to the men and members of
the staff who filled the onter lounge.  The
general, in a very kindly speech, told his
hearers that he knew of no body of men
with a higher percentage of distinctions,
and he felt 1t an honour, indeed, to b
invited by Sir Arthur Pearson to present
these medals so hardly and bravely won
by gallantry on the field.

The names of the oftheers and men,
other than the nine decorated on 2z2nd
November, specially  distinguished  for
bravery and read out on that occasion,
were @ Lient. Edwin Baker, Canadian
Eng. M.C. and Croix de Guerre ; Lieut.
D. L. Britton, the King's Own, M.C., wit]
Bar; Capt. Angus Buchanan, SW
Borderers, V.C., M.C., and Order of St.
Vladimir ; Lient. K. L. Moore, 15th
ALF., MM, and Bar; Jen Joseph Bake
lands, Reg, de Ligne (Belgian), Order ol
]_!'I!l!('[ll ] 1 (_".Il'[-l. IR | |||_\'J;I. 2ndd
Dragoon Guards, M.AL ; Sergt. |, Leeman,
8th Lincolns, D.C.M. ; Corpl. A, J. Mason,
1/15 London Regt., M.M. ; Pte. T. Parker,
1st . Irish Fusiliers, M.M.: Pte. C.
[emperton, 4th  East  Yorks, MM, ;
Camille Verbrugghe, 1st de Lience (Bel-
gldn), Order of I_l‘l]l"llll I and Croix de
Guerre ;  Alphonso Vanden Bosch, 7th
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Reg. Belgian Infantry, Order of Leopold
IT and Croix de Guerre ; Sergt. Fourrier,
J. C. N. Colai, 4th Reg. Zouaves, Medaille
Militaire and Croix de Guerre; Pie.
Pierre Olivier, 146th Infantry, Meda
Militaire, Croix de Guerre.

Irom TYPEWRITING NOTES,

Two or three of the men who are learning
to be shorthand typists will soon be
ready to commence work with some firm,
and they may take it as a good augury for
their future that we hear that Cooper,
Colville, and Flett, all of whom left us
more than a year ago, are doing very well
and giving great satisfaction to their
firms. Flett was married a short time
ago, and we wish his wife and him every
happiness.

(St. Dunstan’s trained shorthand lypisis
number to-dav something like 30, but the
encominm given the pioneers above mentioned
applies, it is good to know, lo all thelr fol-
lowers fo-day.  Also—morve than one is
married '—ED.)

Another Prize Winner
Our bird fanciers will be interested in
hearing that F. Tait, of Bolton, has been
suecessful in carrying off the second prize
at the Singing Bird Show at Bolton. He
is now entering some birds for the show
at Wigan, and we hope to learn later that

more honours have fallen to his share

A Minor Accident

We are sorry to hear that J. Gibbons,
of Chelsea, has scalded his foot rather
badly, but it is to be hoped that he will
have recovered so completely as to hav
forgotten all about it before these lines
appear in print. Gibbons, by the way,
is joining our wireless group and will, no
doubt, soon be as enthusiastic as the rest

An Honours Recipient

Once again W. Lowings, of Eastleigh,
has been honoured by being asked to lay
a wreath on the loeal memorial on Armis-
tice Day. This time, we hear, it was a
particularly big affair, and we are the more
pleased to know that the selection of on
worthy to play a leading part went to a
St. Dunstaner,
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Braille Room Notes
We heartily congratulate the following
men on having passed the Braille Reading

lest -—R. P. Coles, W. Gill.

Typewriting & Telephony

Hearty congratulations to:

I*. Richardson,
\. S. Dolby,
J. Povee,
on passing the Typewriting Test.

Congratulations and best wishes to
G. I.. Douglas who, on leaving Wembley,
started work at 8o, Pall Mall.

All the old friends of Miss Schaller will
he interested to hear that she was married
on Saturday, zoth December, to Mr, E. |
Harris, at S, Martin's-in-the-Fields. The
honeymoon is being spent abroad,

Wi
Singing Honours

We are very interested to learn from a
letter recently received from T, Till, of
Lancaster, of his success at the annual
IListeddfod there, where, for some Vears
past, Till has done exeecdingly well.  He
has entered this competition for four years
and has now won three first prizes and
one '-":‘I'_'lll. and 1J|11".'l' SPpec f:|| }lr'i/t"~ f-r-r

most mdividual marks. This vear he has

carried off the first !rn"lV\' 101 |?:I1'i|e|f:=---, andd
the special prize for highest average marks,
[t is interesting to note that last year he
just missed the first prize by one mark,
but this year he has knocked out his rival
by four marks, securing g6 out of a possible
100. The test song was a very difhcult
one, namely, Mendelssohn's 1 am
Roamer.,”’

Ounr lheartiest congratulations to Till
upon his notable triumph. Some day it
may be possible to organise quite an
important concert, where the whole pro
gramme  will  be  contributed by St
Dunstaner vocalists and musicians,

After-Care Meetings

—1 ® j o e | v | 8 e | 2 | s | s e | s [ 5§ o __:.—Ji“.rg)l

BRISTOL

VERY largely attended meeting was
A held in St. Paul's Lecture Hall,
Clifton, Bristol, kindly lent by
Canon Haigh, on 6th December. As a
great many of the Wiltshire men are
able to come into this meeting, their
After-Care wvisitor, Mr. Martin, came up
from Winchester, and it was a great plea-
sure to everyone present to meet him and
Mrs. Martin again. We were very glad
also to see Miss Llovd and Miss Gullick
and to welcome Mrs. Paul,

As this is now quite a long-established
meeting, we are mostly old friends, and
there was much news to be exchanged, as
well as a very hearty welcome to extend
to the |;u-\\'{‘t\i]l"1'.~

Competitions were soon in full swing,
and some wonderful attempts were made

1ess the weight of the cake, which
tainly looked very tempting with its
St. Dunstan's crest in icing. One com-
petitor gave its weight as 17 Ibs., but as
its real weight was under 5 Ibs., he was
more optimistic than correct. A, Sterno,
of Bath, won with a very good guess;
he was within an ounce of the correct
weight. The * Musical Romance "' com-
petition was very kindly played by Miss
Gullick's =ister and a friend, the winners
being J. Burtenshaw and Mrs. Burtenshaw
first, and C. Clarke and partner second.

The bag guessing competition was won
by J. Mahony, with an excellent effort, his
total was far higher than any reached
previously in this competition.

Even the seating capacity of St. Paul’s
Hall was strained at tea-time, but every-
one found a seat in the end, and over
no sat down at the long tables. Mr.
Swain's speech and the message from
{'.'L;|1.;i11 Fraser were listened to with great
pleasure and interest,

After tea much amusement was caused
by the sudden arrival in the midst of the
party of a real old-time yokel in smock and
leggings—it was Mr. Frank Chapman, who

had very kindly come in to entertain ns
His West Country songs and recitations in
dialect were most enjoyable, and scemed
very appropriate to such a thoroughly
West Country gathering. A. A. H. Brown,
of Bath, also gave us some very much
appreciated songs,

Many of the men were glad of th
opportunity of a business talk with Mr
Swain, and he was kept very busy until
train time, D.IMA.

EXETER

[he Devon and Cornwall After-Care
meeting was held on 12th  December
at Exeter. The Rev. F. W. Copleston
very kindly lent the Holy Trinity
Hall again, and it wonld certainly
be difficult to find a more ideal place for
a meeting. Fortunately, the weather was
kind, a very important point in a region
where long distances from the nearest
stations are usual, and it was quite a
record meeting, as regards numbers, for
Devon, over 8o sitting down to tea

As many of those present had not met
{‘.l]’ Some Vears, '|_j|= TEe wWas a greéeat ||--.|] n]'
talking to be done, and by general consent
even competitions were postponed until
after tea.

li\'li‘l‘_\'i.llk' Wwas IL'_:'.J'fl to hear r--i'l]ilii:.ll
Fraser’'s message read during tea, and to
listen to Mr. Swain's interesting speech.
F. Westaway, of Yeovil, responded for
his fellow St. Dunstaners.

It was a great pleasure to have Miss
Reynolds with us, especially as several of
her former St. Dunstan’s DBraille pupils
were present. Owing to the generous
gift of a cake from Mrs. Lane, of Bow, we
were able to have a l'-\n‘-]'n_-ai,'.i-an for the
ladies as well as the men. Mrs. Lane's
cake was won by Mrs. Rogers, of West
Alvington. The men's cake, with resplen-
dent St. Dunstan’s badge in chocolate
and red icing, was the cause of very close
lil]|';ir‘.'1_'i1jli|| i.']‘lx'l‘ll ‘l.'||1‘l'T'|, of H:I['i‘;-
staple, and Reason, of Bridport, tied at
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their first attempt ; at a second attempt,
however, Reason made a very near guess to
the actual weight and carried off the cake.

Miss Stewart and her sister very kindly
playved the * Musical Romance " with
violin and piano ; the winners being E. A,
Steel and Mrs. Steel first, and T. J. Floyd
and Mrs. Floyd second.

Mr. Swain had his usual busy time with
interviews, especially as the last train
leaves Exeter [or London somewhat carly.

A very cheery meeting ended soon after
6 o'clock, and there were many plans made
for meeting again * next year,”

D.IMA,

fl:ll:ml_—u—tlzlljl_ﬁﬂmﬂr-_‘m’jm = 1 | E%‘

H Births—Marriages—Deaths H

N oo

Births

BroanLey.—On 6th December, to the
wife of [ !'il"lilrﬂl.'_\'. of [11\14"_'_\1\\', 4
daughter.

DURRANT.—On the 14th of December, a
son (Henry Herbert Samuel) to the wife
of S. Durrant of Wimborne.

Hirr.—On the 15t December, to the wife
of I7, T. Hill, of Bristol, a son (Frederick
Arthur).

McAvoy.—To the wife of J. McAvoy, ol
Ayrshire, a daughter (Margaret McKie),
born on the 24th of November.

Moerier—On the zznd of November, a
daughter (Winifred May) to the wife of
J. Moeller, of Walthamstow,

Priest.—On the 3oth October, to the
wife of W. Priest, of Kenton, a son.

Watanmore.—On the 1st of December, a
son (Raymond John Olliver), to the wife
of T. Watmore, of Eastbourne.

Marriages
ParmMeER—CAMPBELL.—On 5th September,
at Rockeliffe U.F. Church, Glasgow, by
the Rev. George Burnett, John Palmer,
to Bessie Isabella {_-.551I1|>]u-?|. eldest
daughter of Mr. and Mrs, D. Campbell,
THoMpsON—GEORGE.—On 27th Septem-
ber, at St. George's Church, Cheltenham,
H. V. Thompson, of Winchmore Hill, to

Miss Kate Dora George.

Deaths
We offer our sincere sympathy to -
BENNETT.—At the beginning of December
H. Bennett, of Chepstow, lost his little
son, aged five and a half months, through
double pneumonia. We know that the
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attack developed with startling sndden-

ness, so shock has been added to the

great loss.

Granam.—On the gth of November R,
Graham, of Holloway, lost his father.
We regret that no further details have
rl'{l(']li'fi 15,

MitcHELL—On the 22nd of November
J. Mitchell, of Leith, lost his little twin
son, Gideon, after only three hours
illness. The boy was seven years old.

NEwMAN.—On the 3o0th of November
' Newman, of Brighton, lost his little
daughter, ILvelyn Rosemary, born on
the zi1st.

SORRELL.—On the 15th of November
H.B :‘\'I:!'T'i'[], of Ponders End, lost his
mother. Again we regret that we can
give nothing but the brief intimation.

Tanxer—0On the 14th of November
A. B, Tanner, of Cornwall, lost his
father.

= i E._:..

Hampers have been occupying the busy
hours of W. Buckle, of Mortlake, of late,
and in addition he has had quite a reason-
able number of local orders for baskets,
we are ",?"];lrl to hear, for these have served
to give variety.

How many men find that work comes
in the form of such rushes as to entirely
disorganise their dinner hours 7 15, Mears,
of Beeston, Notts, asks if last week con-
stituted a record in this direction 7 One
day this most important meal had to be
postponed until 3.30 ; on the next 4 p.m.,
and on yet another day he had not time to
think about it until the surprising hour
of g o'clock!
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Proverbs
Anolher amusing contribution from our St
H Dunstaner contrvibutor, ' Thivd Reserve.' H
e e G = 100L == | i 0 ) e e e [0 e | e Hl

S”.\IIETHTT\W} seems  to have gone army in those days we would have added
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wrong with the works. Ewven the “And the first seven years are the worst
sunny nature of my missus was not Wingie came for me ‘.;.Il'fJ”il']'1|H']I:il1l'_{.lli:r!
proofagainst two washing daysinone weck, we set out to get some of that stuff that
and poor old Wingie got the rongh edge of the housewives are all so fond of and at
her tongue. She accused him of leading me the same time know nothing about
into temptation and not delivering me from kauri gum. That's the stuff that makes
evil when I had been led in. The whole the fine varnish and makes the gloss
trouble was that we placed too much linoleum—to  say  nothing  about  the
reliance on old proverbs that evidently “real amber " fnmnllpirnw for * mert
need revising, The missus reminds us sham "' pipes. We did not get far before
that there is one which says “ Circum- [ said " What's that ? " Wingie stopped
stances alter cases.” We tell her that and we both listened, ' Bullock bogeed,””
that one was not on the wall at our school. says I. “Too true,” says Wingie. We
Just look at “ A stitch in time saves made for the sound and found a two-vear-
nine,” old in a pothole ‘ Stay here while I go
It takes me far longer to thread a for a rope,” says Wingic. He soon
needle than it does to take a hundred returned with a rope and fastened it over
stitches, and I bet the missus that she the horns.  He held the head to one side
could take more than nine stitches while so that I could dig it fairly free, and when
she was threading a needle. T had better that was done he made a loop at the end of
start at the beginning. When Wingi the rope and we started to pull.  Wingie
was only Tommy Blythe and T was got into the loop and pulled with his body
Mrs. Reserves' Jim, as I am still, only it and hisone arm. [ was nearer the bullock
was my mother then and not my wife as and pulled with both hands. ‘' She's
now, we sat side by side in school. Our coming,” said Wingie, forgetting that it
school was a good school and that was the was a bullock. ' Nearly out,"” he cried.
reason we were not very fond of 1t The “ One mort ]I"|”'\ we have it.,”" He had
school-room had texts and proverbs all hardly got the words out when we did
round it. It had a clock, too, that must have “it.”" " Jump,” he yelled, T
have been in the army. TIt, the clock, jumped, but it was no use, for I lost my
started a * slow march ' at nine each bearings and though I tried to run |
morning and kept it up till dinner-time. got no distance. [ could hear the brute
[t then tried * double mark " time for breathing and then got a bang on the
an hour and then on again at ‘‘ slow chest that knocked me into a wet pothole.
march " till four. It must have “doubled” [ expected to be horned, but, instead,
all night, for school time came before we heard the brute making off in another
had our eyes properly open, direction. I heard nothing of Wingie,
One of the proverbs said * Honesty is and the mud was so loving that I doubt if
the best policeman—or was it policy ? [ could have got out by myself if I had
The one Wingie and T liked best was th wanted to. I felt that I was safer where
one over the clock. It said, ** Whatevel [ was with that brute around
man hath done, man mayv do.”” That Presently I heard Wingie a good way
pleased us fine, and every time we got a off singing out to me to let him know where
hiding for smoking we used to say, I was. He had a tough job pulling me
“ Whatever man hath done man may do,"’ out with his one hand. When the bullock
and then add * Only ten years more.” hit me with its head he had put all his
[f we had known anything about the weight on the rope and so lightened the
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blow. He then slipped out of the noose
and when the beast turned on him he made
off through the scrub and so took it away
from me. He said he would have to see
Jack Reid and tell him, as it would be no
use our saving the brute from drowning if
1t was going to hang itself with our rope.
Then he took me home, and it is no wonder
the missus went off the handle. She had
everything to wash—me included. She
said that she couldn’t trust me to wash
my back and she wasn't letting me
between her sheets till I was clean. We
put the water on the cauliflowers, and
whether 1t was the extra soap or the mud
I cannot say, but they have grown grand
since. That that is not a game for blind
men and Wingies is evident. Do the
proverbs need revising 7  The missus says
“No ! Circumstances alter cases.” -
THIRD RESERVE.

“ Just in time for Christmas,” V. A.
Clay had a new shop window fixed.
The result is excellent, and Clay thinks it
has improved trade already.

Space is limited, so mention can be
made of but one more name, and as it is
always well to end on a cheerful note, we
will select that of P. Brelsford, yet another
Nottinghamshire man with whom things
are going well.  His house is charming, we
hear, and he has the garden and green-
house well in hand. His ducks and
chickens look remarkably prosperous, and
he says he could sell twice as much stuff
as he has to dispose of. He sells eggs,
flowers, and vegetables direct to con-
sumers, and has never found it necessary
to deal with shop or market.

Goop FOR THE GaAs WoRKS.

A Bolton weaver and his wife paid a
visit to a friend’s house. The latter had
just purchased a gas fire stove, and the
friend and his wife were so impressed with
the cleanliness and neatness of the idea
that they determined to purchase one.
About a fortnight later the pair met.
“Well, did ta buy a stove ? " asked one.
‘“ Aye, and it's doing champion. We lit
it six days sin, and its never gone eawt sin.”’
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The Maxim which has Helped
me Most
By LorD LEVERHULME.
My maxim is: Jusiness is the finest
game in life."”

It gives greater opportunities for skall,
patience, and endurance, tact and judg-
ment, than any other game the wit of man
ever devised.

I't is the only game I know ; andif one can
be found that is better for health, better
in service for my fellow-men, more exciting
and interesting for the player, or that culti-
vates the higher qualities to a greater
extent than business, then I will leave
business and transfer to the better game.

I have fried many games, including
golf, tennis, cricket, football, shooting,
vachting, four-in-hand driving, riding and
walking, but I have never found a game
superior to business. Like all games,
however, one must take a pleasure in it,
otherwise one cannot carry on. A man
who regards business as a toil and an irk-
some and irritating occupation forced upon
him as a means of earning a livelihood will
never take pleasure in the game.

Doing something—even anything—is
better than doing nothing.

Think it Over!

We have received the following little
teaser, and think it may catch a few of
vou! A man went into a shoemaker's
shop one morning and bought a pair of
slippers value 6s., for which he tendered a

ros. note. The shoemaker had no silver,
sp sent to the grocer’s next door for some.
He then gave the customer his 4s.
change. Later in the day, the grocer
complained that the note was a bad one,
and the shoemaker had to give him a good
one in its place. How much did the
shoemaker lose ? The answer's below,

The shoemaker was * all square " until
he had to give the grocer 1os. He there-
fore loses that sum only.

Keep moving. Tlungs move so fast
nowadays that people who say ‘1t can't
be done ' are i]Jlr-HIl]lil'i]. by ]u"r]r]" wlio
Cgdaat
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