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THE CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

Blind Voters

T will be remembered by readers of the ' Review " that I sent a letter to the Editor

on the 5th October, 1931, asking blind voters to observe what procedure was adopted

by the officials in the polling booths at the General Election, and to record this evidence
and send their views about it to me.

The replies which have reached me in answer to mv letter have proved conclusively
that I was right in my opinion that an amendment to make the law such that blind
persons could take a relation or friend whom they trusted to the polling booth to mark the
ballot paper for them, or have it marked by the official as is the case at present, is greatly
desired by blind men and women. In two cases only blind men said that thev were
perfectly satisfied with the present state of affairs.

Eightv-two correspondents were insistent on the injustice done to the blind man
bv the present method of voting. Over and over again rang the phrases, * One feels
a nuisance as a blind person " ; " There is too much unnecessary ceremony and fuss '
|||l'\'l
citizens.”  Some incidents have indeed so embarrassed many blind persons that they have
decided never to use their vote again.

" It is impossible for a blind person to feel that the secrecy of the ballot is his as it is si

The most remarkable thing about all these letters, however, 1s the way they show
that the present law is not strictly adhered to and is very often not even known by linwe
--[']'J'r.l.t'h Dozens of mstances are ;;i‘\ll', \|||1|rml every one uii}l.-|_;]._-__- (O One lu_.-:|._| o1
another. The law as it stands at present reads as follows : " The presiding officer on the
application ol anv voter who is incapacitated by blindness or other physical cause from
voting in manner prescribed by this Act, shall, in the presence of the agents of the
candidates, cause the vote of such voter to be marked on a ballot paper in mannei
directed by such voter, and the ballot paper to be placed in the ballot box.” In only
i few cases apparently has this exact procedure been followed.  Very often the agents of
the candidates have not been present and the privacy which is clearly intended by the
Act to be given to a blind man has not been enforced.  In letter after letter the complaint
15 made that other officials, a policeman, or even other voters in the room could have
overheard the question to the blind man and his answers,

several people tell me that one has only
to be firm with the officials to make them
adopt more or less the procedure that one
wants. In several instances the blind
person has persuaded the official to hold
his hand and enable Lim to mark his cross
himself. Often when the blind man has
insisted, his wife has been permitted
least to stav in the room. (This is one
point on which St. Dunstaners and other
blind people both feel strongly. Theyv
wish their wives to be allowed to stay
with them even if thev cannot mark the
ballot paper, and they are extremely
indignant when theyv are turned out with
the other people.)

[t 1s evident indeed from all these letters
that the present state of affairs is not
considered satisfactory, Although the
officials are sworn to secrecy the blind man
naturally does not care for them to know
which wav he has accorded his vote. 1
have been given instances indeed when it is
definitely unfair to and even against th
interests of the blind man that his choice
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['he main objection that 1 have to raise to

any of these suggestions is that they are
difficult to carry out in practice. Ballot
papers differ in size, and the number of
candidates wvaries from constituency (o
constifuency, and from election to election,
and a standard ballot paper for the blind,
or guide for marking, would be impossible.
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this interesting and extremely important
subject. Many of these letters, however,
referred to more than one case. One
home teacher wrote that at a Home
Teachers™ ( onlterence, 112 [:J_--:lrli- voted
(as against 18) for the proposal: * That
blind voters should be allowed to have
with them a relative or friend who would
mark their voting paper according to their
mmstructions.”  Another letter which was
sent to me had a petition attached to it
signed by forty-four blind people asking
that a change in the law might be
effected. Other people who wrote said
t ly they themselves wanted the
almost all the other blind
whom they knew.
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We hear that—

LUB-SWINGING is a favourite
exercise of I'. Gallagher, of Strabane,

who has hit upon the good idea of
swinging to music provided by his gramo-
phone.

The 18-year-old son of J. Thompson, of
Bolton, has enlisted with the Royal Corps
of Signals, and expects to be called up in
May.

W. Priest, of Exeter, has made great
strides with basket-trays, and has sold
quite a number already.

The January Reunion was the first
gathering F. Fowler, of York, and his wife
had attended, and they enjoyed it from
beginning to end. * The best show I've
ever been to, declared Fowler afterwards.

Mrs. Cole, wife of A. G. Cole, of Port-
slade, has been in hospital suffering from
bronchial pnenmonia following an attack
of influenza, but is making fairlv good
Progress now.

i B

G. A. Millen, of Birchington, again
showed a variety of articles at the Margate
Annual Exhibition ; his stand, in the
words of the Isle of Thanet Gazelle,
“ proving as popular as it did at past
exhibitions.”

A. J. Wiltshire, of Herne Hill, has just
taken the first prize at a Camberwell whist
drive, bringing his total for the past six
months to six. An appreciative article
appeared in Reynolds's News on 14th
February, describing Wiltshire as ** Blind
whist champion of South London."

R. J. Williams, of Southwick, has won
yet another prize for fancy dress, this time
at Tillings’ Sports Club Carnival held at
Hove Town Hall. Willilams writes that
he went as a Red Indian in a costume
which was originally made by an Indian
from the skins and {feathers of wild
animals and birds. He was awarded the
third prize (an vak clock) from a very
laree number of entries.

Births

MawrorD.—To the wife of A. Mawford, of South
Mimms, on the 7th February, a son
MEeArs.—On the 20th January, to the wife of
IF. Mears, of Beeston, Notts, a daughter
Rowg.—To the wile of A. Rowe, of Burslem, on
the 8th January, a son—Ilan Frank.
SAUNDERS —On the 25th February, to the wife
of T. W. Saunders, of Hornsey, N., a daughter,
Watsoxn, To the wife of W. W. Watson, of How
Mill, Carlisle, on the 28th January, a daughter

Deaths

We offer our sincere sympathy this month to

the following : .

Bartey.—To ]. Bailey, of Ramsgate, whose
father-in-law died on the 1st January, aged 80
Vears, :

CaHaMBERS.—To A. E. Chambers, of Ramsgate,
and his wife, whose baby son died on the
28th February.

Fosrer.—To ], Foster, of Ore, Hastings, whose
mother passed away on the 7th February, at
the age of 87, after a long illness

GRAHAM To R. Graham, of Tottenham, whose
step-daughter died on 22nd February, after an
illness lasting only twenty-fo hours.

Hirr—To H, E. Hill, of Devizes, who lost his
mother on the 27th February

LamB—To the wife of G. W, Lamb, of Hull,

se father died on the 13th February, from
irt failure
['o T. Murphy, of Bedlington, and his
wife, whose son, James, died in h 1
26th February, from burns received
falling on the fir -

SHErRwoOD.—T1To A, E. Sherwood, of Readin:
whose mother passed away in hosp
27th IFebruary, at the age of 79 years 8 mor
RIGG o A. E I'rigg, o
mother, Mrs. Marvy Trigeg, died on
February, aged 82 Interment took pla
Walthamstow Cemetery, on st March

Tvrxock.—To E. Turncck, of Watford, whose
hrother died on 27th January, after lving
unconscious in hospital for over a montl

Marriages
CrLarRE—Horxy On the 2nd  January I
Clarke, of Carterton, Oxford, to Mrs. Horne,
I Oxford.
RILEY—RAVEN At Chelmsford, on
‘ebruary, W. B. Riley, to Vi
vhter of Major and Mrs, R

Silver Weddings

ngratulations to Mr, and Mrs. W, Ower
Bethesda, Bangor, who celebrated their

wedding anniversary on the 28th January last

and to Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Blaker, of Lancing

anniversary occurred on the 7th March

1y, Mrs. Blaker celebrated her 51st

birthday on the same day

Si. DIINST

Baptism

The baptism of the infant son of G. A,
and Mrs. Millen, of Birchington, was quite
a St. Dunstan’s function, Mr. and Mrs,
W. T. West, of Minster, Miss Lloyd, who
made a special journey from London, and
Mr. T. H. Panton, of the Technical Staff,
acting as sponsors.

Ravmond George conducted himself
with the greatest decorum throughout the
whole of the ceremonv.

i 5 Sl
“Happy though Blind ”’

says Reveille, the journal of the Returned
Sailors’ and Soldiers’ Imperial League of
Australia, (N.S.W. Branch) writing of our
Colonial St. Dunstaner, I'rank Hwde.
The article g0es on
One of the greatest enjoyments that Frank
}[.\'.’h-' blinded i . of Bathurst, gets out of
life, in attendi the annual reunion of his
battalion—the 36th. Ile has not missed a
reunion so far
A\ native of Bathurst, Frank was a corporal
in the 36th Batta 1, wl he was blinded
by an enemy bomb at Mes es on 27th June,
1917. Frank and five other Diggers were
holding a bombi post, when they were
attacked by . Germans, one of th
Aunstralians being killed ar the other five
wounded,
Hyde was a patient at Duns 's {or
eighteen months, and w taught basket
and poultry farming, Ho , on
to Bathurst he adopted neither ol

vacations, but took ever the manage-

rful despite his handicap,
' can meet the bovs of the
for a varn over old times he feels that
> is nothing for him to erumble about
A wvery good photograph of Hyde
accompanies the paragraph.

Netting Room Notes

[here are a good many beginners in the
Netting Department at present, all of
whom are getting on well. We con-
gratulate W. A. Helm, F. W. Culshaw,
J. Ryan, and R. Greenacre on passing their
bag test. A, E. Ahrens has fimished his
full course and has done excellently.

Men will be pleased to hear that Her
Majesty the Oueen ordered three pairs of
reins from the British Industries Fair at
Olympia. K W

IN"S REVIEN

Lieut.-Col. Sir Douglas Powell,
Bart., C.B.E.

T. DUNSTANERS will regret to hear

of the death of Lieut.-Colonel Sir

Douglas  Powell, Bt.,, C.B.E., on
Sunday, 28th February, at the age of 37

Sir Douglas Powell had alwavs been
interested in the work of St. Dunstan's
and in September, 1923, was elected a
member of the Annexe Sub-Committee
In June, 1928, he was elected to the
Executive Council.

His military record is both long and
distinguished. He went all through the
South African War, and took part in the
Relief of Ladysmith. At the beginning
of the Great War he was a company
commander in the 2nd Raval Welch
Fusiliers. He obtained his majority in
May, 1915. In September, 1915, he was
given a General Staff appointment at the
War Office, and in April, 1917, was
transferred as a staff officer to the Air
Ministry. Here he remained until his
retirement in November, 1919. For his
war services he was given the brevet of
Lieutenant-Colonel and was created C.B.E.

Since the War most of his time was ziven

for the United Service FFund. It
was decided in 1920 that the surplus which
remained from the business of the Army,
Navy, and Air Force Canteens during the
War should be administered as a public
trust for the benefit of sufferers from the
War. [Its administration was organised
by Lord Byng of Vimy. Sir Douglas
Powell became its administrative agent
for London and the Home Counties Area,
a post which he held until his death.

As evervbody who came into contact
with him in the work of St. Dunstan’s
knew, Sir Douglas was a fine worker and a
splendid colleague. His experiences dur-
ing the South African War and the Great
War had given him sympathy with and
an understanding of a multitude of
different types of men with whom he was
brought into contact. He had an in-
stinetive feeling for comradeship and a
personal touch which imparted the power
to smooth away difficulties. He was
completely trusted by evervbody who
knew him, true-hearted and hospitable,
the best and most loval of friends.
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Success for the St. Dunstan’s
Singers

HE St. Dunstan's Singe

successful in their January b

that they have been asked to |
the air " again on 21st April, at 6.30 p.n.
In view of the fact that competition for
broadcasting is growing more and more
severe, this must be i‘-'nr-ill‘-'l'l_d 1ne
feather in the cap for our Singers. Th
programme will again be relaved
London Regional.

Brighton Notes

HE practical interest which the

Grocers' Federation of Great Britain

continues to take in St. Dunstan's
was again demonstrated at the Old Ship
Hotel, on the 23rd February, when .‘\l.r[.
Kent, secretary of the Federation, made a
long journev from Newcastle to Bright
in order to be present at the annual pa
given to our men living in and
Brighton Among  the cuests,
nunbers

ton
Tty

I over 30U}, were the Mavors and
Mavoresses of Brighton and Hove, and our
Chaplain, the Rev. T
evening’

CONCert
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Preliminary Notice

STRATFORD-ON-AVON CAMP

GADDESDEN

13th to 20tl

1N

'S REVIET

Blind Men as Oarsmen

N interesting arcument 1 |

: das (SIGIRI R
gomng on in the correspondence
columns of The Times during the last

month as to whether blind men make

successful oarsmen. It seems to be the
almost unanimous opinion of the best-
known rowing men of the country that
blind men are extremely useful in boats
and can take their places with anv ecrew
and in any position. In a letter from Mr.,

Steve JFairbairn, who is the orreatest

rowing authority, he savs :

" St. Dunstan’s have a it

ear, tub pair-oared ra Itis amazing
* perfect timing of the yoars.
|'l'|"| OQars WETE
machine, and they are Tt I
sense of feeling the time, or sensing it
Mr. H. A. Game, writing from the Junior

Carlton Club, also savs :

DUNSTAN'S REVIENW

“In aDemory "’

sarerr T, Bager
12686 Field Company, Hoyal nginecis)

We very much regret to announce the death of T, Baker, on the 11th January.  Baker
had been working exceedingly hard for some months before his death in connection with
his small wireless business, and as a result his health suffered.  He was taken ill in December
with pleurisy, but appeared to recover from this; then at the beginning of January he
developed pneumonia and was admitted to hospital on the 8th January, where he died.

Baker was trained in joinery, and made good progress at this work In 1930 he
teveloped his business by taking on the sale of wireless components, ete, and was doing
very well indeed just before his death

I'he funeral took place on the 20th January, at Islington Cemetery, and was attended
by many relatives and friends. Beautiful wreaths were received from all sources, including
aone from the Buffalo Lodges of which Baker was a member, and one in the form of our
badge from Captain Fraser and his many comrades at St. Dunstan’s

We extend our sincerest -:_\'m':\:ll]l._\- to Mrs., Baker and her four children in their
bereavement.

Petty OFFicEr |, HUNT
(R Navy)

rret to announce the death of J. nter on the 9th February, 1932, after a very
long illness. Hunter was invalided out of the Navy in 1915, after serving for over twenty-
two vears, and his sight ther lually failed. In 1920 he came to St. Dunstan’s to learn
mat-making, and, in spite of poor alth, he took a great interest in his work. In December,
1930, howev he was compelled to give up work alto 1er, and he was admitted to
hospital. He returned home in September of last year, but his health became worse, and
he was again admitted to hospital in December last, where he died.

I'he fun took place on the 13th February, at Heaton Cemetery, Bolton, at 3.30 p.m.,
and the service was conducted by the Rev, H. D, Walkden, Vicar of St. George the .\1211'1._\'!_
Many relatives and friends attended, including a fellow St. Dunstaner and his wife, IV Tait,
of Bolton. Numerous beautiful wreaths we ved, including one in the form of our
yadge from Captain Fraser and his many comrades at St. Dunstan's

We extend our sincerest sympathy to Mrs, Hunter and her son in their sad loss.

Mrs. Hunter and son wish to thank all comrades, sisters, and the Matron, Miss
Thellusson, for all kind sympathy in their bereavement. |

CORPORAL J. ROBJOHNS
(9th Devonshive Regiment)

regret to record the death of |. Robjohns on the 15th February. He enlisted in
n 1900, and served in India and at home as a drummer, and later
the rank of corporal In 1914 he was one of the first to be called up, and went
to France in 1916, In October, 1917, he was wounded at Ypres and lost one eye ; he was
taken prisoner, and through lack of medic attention for several days, he completely lost
ht. In 1918 he came to St. Dunstan's, where he learnt boot-repairing, and,
leaving Headquarters, set up a nice little business at Tiverton. Robjohns was a
heery, and he was greatly respected in his bourhood. His health had always beer
st month he suddenly taken ill t was found necessary for him to
be admitted to hospital for an operation, from whi : never recovered

I'he funeral took place on the 20th instant, at Tiverton Cemetery, the Rev, W.
Solomon, Wesleyan Minister, officiat . Robjohns was awarded military honours, a
party from the Devonshire Regiment (Exeter Depot) acting as bearers. In addition to

resentatives of the Devonshite Regiment Old Comrades’ Association, a bugler from the
o attended, and ]\|.I\' 1 the ' Last Post " and '* Reveille "' at the graveside

w relatives and friends atter including Miss Ayre, from St. Dunstan’s, and two

fellow St. Dunstaners, W, Carnell of Bampton, and J. Rendall of Tiverton,

Among the numerous beautiful wreaths r ved was one in the form of our badge
from Captain Fraser and his many comrades at 5t. Dunstan’s.

Robjohns leaves a wife and three children, to whom we extend our sincere sympathy
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” “St. Dunstan’s Review” Derby Sweepstake

Hasaa—— e ) ) — oo + e e

OR the third time it has been decided
Ftr: hold a sweepstake on the Derby

for St. Dunstaners, The rules for the
sweepstake are set out clearly below, and
entrants must conform exactly with them.
[t must be understood that this com-
petition is solely confined to St. Dunstan’s
men, and applications for tickets from any
other person will be disregarded. The
draw will be made in the Lounge at St.
Dunstan's Headquarters by two T.B. St.
Dunstaners, under the supervision of
responsible officials of the Headquarters
staff, on the afternoon of Thursday,
26th May.

RULES.

L. The price of tickets is 2s. 6d. each.

2. The total amount subscribed will, with
the exception of the actual cost of printing
and postage involved, be distributed in the
following manner :—

50 per cent to the holder of the ticket
which has drawn the winning horse.

|

== |

20 per cent to the holder of the tickel
which has drawn the second horse.
10 J.ﬁ{'?‘ cent lo the holder Hj. the ticke

which has dvawn the third horse.

The remaining 20 per cent will be
equally divided among all whose
tickets have drawn a horse which
actually starts in the race.

3. Application for tickels can be made al
once and will be recetved wp to the first posi
on Monday, 23rd May. All applications
maust be accompanied by a remittance to the
value of the number of tickets requived and
must be addressed as follows :

Derby Competition.
clo ““ St. Dunstan’'s Review,"
Inner Circle,
Repent's Park,
London, N.W.1

Tickets will be despatched in rolation and
must be produced before payment of prize
money is made.

After~-Care Reunion
PRESTON.
HE Annual Reunion of the North
[.ancashire area was held at the Bull
and Royal Hotel, Preston, on 6th
February, and was well attended. Mr.
Swain presided, and read a letter from
Captain Fraser, in which he said he recalled
with pleasure the last occasion on which
he was present, and much regretted his
unavoidable absence. A vote of thanks
to Mr. Swain was proposed bv W. Allen,
and supported by J. Walch.

What Do You Think ?

A suggestion has been made by J.
Sheehv, of Dover, that St. Dunstaners,
when attending Reunions should wear
their War medals. The suggestion is
interesting and might be popular as i
seems appropriate that at such old-soldier
gatherings medals should be worn. We
should like to hear from St. Dunstaners
what theyv think about this matte

Birmingham Walk

SATURDAY, 9TH APRIL.

14 MILES.

Prizes for handicap and scratch race,
and medals for teams.

Will any St. Dunstaner wishing to enter
please write as <.|i_]ii klv as ]JrJ-a-:il}]v to Miss
Hodgson, Clopton, Stratford-on-Avon.

Entries specially welcomed from any
man living in the North of England.

At the Annual Conference of the
Metropolitan Area of the British Legion,
held on Saturday, 20th February, 1932,
Captain lan [Fraser was elected Vice-
Chairman of the area. Admiral Sir Henry
Bruce was re-elected Chairman, and
General Sir Ian Hamilton was re-elected
President of the area.

Captain Fraser has, on the invitation of
the Minister of Labour, been elected a
member of the King’s Roll National
Couneil,

NS KREVIEEW

SPORTS CLUB NOTES

25 Mile Maidenhead Walk
HIE 25-Mile Walk starting from
Maidenhead, will be on Saturday
30th April.
Will all entries kindly reach me not later
than 14th \]II”, s that the necessary
arrangements can be made.

Sports Meeting

The Summer Sports Meeting will take
place in the Lounge at Headquarters, on
Tuesday, 26th April, at 7 p.m., to discuss
our programme of forthcoming events.

[ndoor Sports will end on Tuesday,
19th Apnl, and Outdoor Sports and
Rowing will start on 3rd May.

I am sure all will be agreed that we have
had some very cheery meetings on our
Fuesday evenings, and that there have
been some exciting and close contests in

.“~] MITTS.

Sports Points
P. Conlin e 208 A, Brown ... 172
W Birchall ... 207 W. Robinson 170
W. Nicliols ... 198 I“, Winter
I. Fleetwood 193 B. Ingreyv
H. Prion s 190 G, Fallowfield
W. Lacey ks C. Walker

Escorts’ Invitation 9-Mile
Handicap

I'he Escorts” Walking Race was one of
the most exciting events  whicl have
happened at St. Dunstan’s for some time.
{ :'lill'\'<HI:'|IL-I'IiI--I'~ took part and both St.
Dunstaners and their guests seemed to
t'I:1-I\ the day equ V" I'he race was
started bv H. V. Thompson and after tea
at Headquarters, prizes were presented by
A. Brown, and a neat little speech of
thanks to the escorts made by H. Kerr.
Captain Fraser came in during the evening
and H|l-l:l\|' appre latively of the w I|I|_\ and
expert services given to St Dunstaners

I the member of all the well-known

walking clubs, A very enjovable concert
:'..IZ..\,\,K.l,. and an event which is unique
i the annals of 5t Dunstan’s came to a
end in an itmosphere of cheery and good
comrac »,||i]:_
PRIZE WINNERS.

Handicap.—1, A. H. loster, Stock
Exchange A( 2, W. Sandy, Valentine's:
3. A, O. Tookeyv, Polyvtechnic Harriers

I astest Losers 1, A. W, Bellis, L..C.C.
frams ; 2, G. Dodkins, Cambridee
Harriers.

ESCORTS® RACI

Nine Mines Haxpicap

Competitor

Bentley

A e el

n

Y B e T e o ]

D= W WL

10
17
16
7610 13
73:37 11
78-38 19

|. Hollyver
C. Greenhill
1. Burcl AR bt
M. A, Dunaway 7 | 82:-38
A, Martin L 420 73-52| 13
. W. Hall 14 -80) 77-18 18
. OStifl . |2 96-44 | 1230 B4-14 20

e 00 ke 6D
i

15t unplace
2l unplaced

Note the comm @ { the first
positions in the Scratch Race and Handicap

Football Competition
No competitor was sueccessful in the
February contest and, m view of the
[erhs, h\,\,.-|-||-[.||..; this r--||]}3|'1i'1-;|| 1S
now discontinued




Printed by
THE SHENVAL PRESS,

38 Bloomsbury 5t., London, W.C.1.




