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To Readers at Home and Overseas the

President, Chairman, and Council of St.

Dunstan's extend Best Wishes for a

very Happy Christmas and Bealth and

Prosperity in the New Vear.

Blind Voters

On WEDNESDAY, 30TH NOVEMBER, 1932—

object to the procedure under which they haveto disclose to the presiding officer and
the agents of the candidates the name or names of the candidate or candidates for

whom they are voting at elections ; and if he would view with sympathy a change in the
law which would give blind persons, as an alternative, the opportunity of entrusting the
marking of their ballot papers to a wife or friend who may accompany them to thepolling
booth ?

Mr. OLivER STANLEY (Parliamentary Under-Secretary, Home Office): If a private
Member’s Bill to effect the proposed change were generally acceptable to all political
parties, the Government wouldgive it sympathetic consideration.

Ca. FRASERasked the HomeSecretary if he was aware that many blind persons

 



ST. DUN, IN’S REVIEW

Vollowing this, Captain Fraser is getting in touch with the political parties, and is
hopeful of securing unanimous agreement. Meantime he has given notice to introduce
a Bill under the following title: “ Representation of the People (Blind Persons) Bill,”
to amendthe lawrelating to the recording of votes byblind persons at Parliamentary and
Local Government Elections ; and for purposes connected therewith.

Even a very modest change in the law like this one is a most complicated business
involving all sorts of enquiries and negotiations, but the matter is now making good
progress and wearesure all St. Dunstaners will wish the Bill good luckin its journey to
the Statute Book.

News about St. Dunstaners
J. Sheehy, of Dover, sold poppies and

crosses for the Field of Remembrance in
front of the local War Memorial on
Armistice Day, andcollected, in company
with two other disabled ex-Service men,
Halos

H. S. Eames, of Twyford, placed a
wreath on the Memorial Cross at Hurst,
near Reading, on Armistice Day.

E. Lupton, of Kirkham Preston, gave a
displayof diving and swimmingat a gala at
Cocker Street, Blackpool, in aid of St.
Dunstan’s. A photograph of Luptonbeing
congratulated by Professor J. Nuttall,
ex-Champion swimmer of the world, and
officials of the Blackpool A.S.C., appeared
in the West Lancashire Evening Gazette.

A. C. Evans, of Newport, Mon., has been
re-elected to the Committee of the local
branch of the British Legion.

* * *

B. W.Birley, of Burnley, has passedhis
mat test and is nowdoing well withlocal
orders.

* * *

B. B. Bowering, of Weston-super-Mare,
has just held for one week, at his home,
an exhibition of his work. A photograph
of him at work on a basket appearedin the
Bristol Evening World and Evening Times,
which described the exhibition.

Manchester Service for
Sir Arthur Pearson

A Service in Memory of Sir Arthur
Pearson will be held in St. Ann’s Church,
St. Ann’s Square, Manchester, on Sunday,
18th December, at 3.30.

Mr. Kessell

E have beenasked by the Chairman
to say that he has received a
number of letters from St. Dun-

staners from different parts of the country
in whichthe suggestion has been madethat
the officers and men as a whole should
make some presentation to Mr. Ernest
Kessell, as a token of their personal
regard for him, and their appreciation
Ol ins) long =senvice to St. Dunstamc:
The Chairmanfeels that an overwhelming
majority if not all St. Dunstaners would
wish to take part in such a presentation,
and makes the suggestion that sub-
scriptions should be sent in without delay.
The unanimity with which such a matter
is dealt with adds verygreatlytoits value,
and it is therefore suggested that the
amount of the subscription should be one
shilling, so that all who want to can take
part.

Mr. W. G. Askewhas kindlyoffered to
act as Honorary Treasurer and Secretary
of this little fund, and subscriptions should
therefore be addressed to him at Head-
quarters.

In order to enable those St. Dunstaners
who live in the Dominions to take part,
the closing date for receipt of donations
has been fixed as 31st January, 1933.

The following sentences occur in letters
which Captain Fraser has received :—
“To manySt. Dunstaners Mr. Kessell was
much more a personal friend than an
official . . . please may I be permitted to
suggest that steps should be taken to
secure for so valued a friend of St. Dun-
stan’s as Mr. Kessell, some memento in
appreciation.” “ Manyof us have known
Mr. Kessell personally, and I think all of
us realize and appreciate the most valuable
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work which hehas donefor St. Dunstan’s
for so manyyears, and I think we should
all like to join in making somelittle
present as a mark of our appreciation and
esteem.”’

Mr. Kessell’s Thanks

WANTto thank all who have sent
messages to me following upon the
announcement of myretirement from

St. Dunstan’s in the last issue of the
“ Review.”

Officers and men, membersof thestaff
of all grades, ex-workers, and ex-V.A.D.’s,
andbusiness people with whomI have had
dealings, have all been very kindin their
expressions of goodwill.

I value all that has been said. Some of
the remarks makethe parting harder, but
there comes a timein the life of everyone
whenit is necessaryto take the step I have
taken. I leave overwhelmingly rich in
good wishes, andthefriendships which I
have formed in the eighteen years’
existence of St. Dunstan’s.
When the Directors of the London

Missionary Society said to David
Livingstone : “ Is it not timefor you to go
on the shelf ?”’ he replied: ‘‘ Yes, but let
the shelf be Africa.’’ I do not expect to
go to Africa, but I hope myshelf will
enable mestill to do a lot of good work
for myfriends of St. Dunstan’s.

ERNEST KESSELL.

Armistice Day
HE Annual Parade organized by the
British Legion on 11th November,
was attended by a party of St.

Dunstaners, headed by Captain Fraser.
During the march from Wellington
Barracks, preceded by the Coldstream
Guards Band, many old comrades and
familiar faces were noticed. Thesetting
at the Cenotaph, as usual, was most
impressive. Captain [Fraser placed the
St. Dunstan’s wreath between those of
His Majesty the King, the Royal Princes,
and the Cabinet Ministers. On returning
to Barracks the membersof the party were
the guests of the Warrant and Non-
Commissioned Officers of the Coldstream
Guards in their Mess for a short time,
where many acquaintances were renewed.

Remembrance Festival
RoyaAL ALBERT HALL

A large representative party through
the kindness of the British Legion were
again enabled to be present at this most
wonderful gathering.

Appreciation of Our Chairman
HE Editor has received the following
letter from Captain William Appleby,
the blindedsoldier and St. Dunstaner

who is a memberofthe National Executive
Council of the British Legion, and repre-

sents them on St. Dunstan’s Council :
DEARSIR,

I was present at a gathering where a
very fine compliment was paid to your
Chairman (Captain Ian Fraser, M.P.),
which gave me as much pleasureto hear
as I hopeit will give youto knowof.
The gathering wasthe occasion of the

Annual Dinnerof the Old Contemptibles
in Newcastle.
A Northern M.P., in the course of his

address, said the following :
“We have in the House of Com-

mons a blind ex-Service man, [an
Fraser, who, by his ability and
enthusiasmfor the cause of ex-Service
men, has constituted himself our
leader, and is, in consequence, a
powerful force within the House on
their behalf.”
The value of this compliment, quite

unsolicited, spontaneousand unexpected,
is the greater, in my mind, because of

the fact that Captain Fraser has neither
domestic nor political associations with
Newcastle, nor could he, under the

constitution of the Old Contemptibles,
be a memberof such organization.

I was personally so delighted that I
should be glad, if you so think fit, for
you to publish this letter in our St.
Dunstan’s magazine, in order that my
blinded comrades may know how a
representative authority from the House
of Commons values our Chairman’s

activities on behalf of all the ex-Service
community.

Yours sincerely,

WILLIAM APPLEBY. 
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Brighton Notes

My DEAR Boys,
Tons of good wishes and love to youall.

A Merry Christmas and very Happy New
Year. God bless you.

Your affectionate friend,
ADELINE THELLUSSON,

Commandant Matron.
St. Dunstan’s Annexe,

Brighton.
Christmas 1932.

Armistice at Brighton
HE Dome at Brighton must have been
the scene of many impressive cere-
monies, but none can have been more

moving than the Memorial Service held
bythe British Legion on 6th November.
Amongthe 3,000 people who were present
our boys had a prominent place reserved
for them in the front. Among many
public notabilities present were the Mayor
of Brighton, Canon T. J. James, M.C., M.A.
(who conducted the service), and the Rev.
A. D. Gilbertson (Chaplain in the Royal
Navy), who gave the address. The National
Anthem closed the service, which will long
be remembered by those who werepresent.
A strong representative gathering was

in the big lounge on Armistice Day for the
short and simple service which was led
by Matron, after which the wireless was
switched on in order to enable us to take
part in the service at Whitehall, and to
observe the Silence with the rest of the
country. After singing, with those at the
Cenotaph, ‘‘ God Save the King,” a party
of about one hundred formed up outside
the Annexe, headed by Matron, and,
escorted by a posse of police, kindly
supplied by the Chief Constable, marched
to the War Memorial, where T. Shepherd
and S. Dyson placed our tribute to those
of our comrades who neverreturned.
On returning to the Annexe the com-

pany sat down to dinner, during whichSir
Cooper Rawson, M.P. arrived. In the
evening, Matron, together with a party of
men, attended a service at St. George’s
Church. Another party wentto the British
Legion Rally at the Hove Town Hall,
where Mr. Cager, D.C.M., had charge of
the community singing. ‘‘ OBSERVER.”

A Happy Evening
From TheSussex Daily News, Nov. 19th :—
The almost boyish cheerfulness of the men of

St. Dunstan’s is so muchin evidence that it has
almost become a by-word. It was a pleasure to
share once more the hearty spirit of these ex-
warriors, as was done at their twelfth annual

dinner anddanceorganized by the employees of
the Southdown Motor Services, Ltd., and of

Messrs. Tilling, Ltd., which was held at the

Aquarium Restaurant, Brighton.
There was a large companyof the “‘ boys

andtheir nurses, and Mr. A. E. Cannon, Director

of the Southdown MotorServices, Ltd., presided.

Also present were the Mayor of Hove, Councillor
Victor RR. Hudson, ].P.,. and Mrs. Hudson,

Alderman T. J. Braybon, J.P., and Mrs. Braybon,
the Deputy-Mayor and Deputy-Mayoress of
Brighton, Councillor Captain A. B. Wales, M.C.,

and Mrs. Wales, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Kessell,

C.B.E., Miss Thellusson, O.B.1¢., CommandantSt.

Dunstan’s Annexe, Brighton, Mr. L. G. Hopkin-

son, Secretary of Southdown Motor Services,

Ltd., and Mrs. Hopkinson, and Mr. A. D.

Mackenzie (Managing Director).
Thethanksof the men of St. Dunstan’s are due

to those who make these pleasant occasions
possible andespecially to Mr. Mark Richard and
his committee, Messrs. R. G. Porte (Chairman),

J. Short,W. Clark, F. C. Mortbyand L. Benstead.

Births
Homan.—To the wife of T. Homan, of Cork, on

the 17th November, a son.
KENWARD.—On the 11th October, to the wife

of E. E. Kenward, a daughter.
Lomas.—Tothe wife of J. Lomas, of Waltham-

stow, a son, on the 18th November.

MILLWaRpD.—Onthe 23rd November,to the wife

of W. Millward, of Banbury, a daughter.

Muir.—To the wife of W. Muir, of Middleton,
near Leeds, on the 15th November, a daughter.

SaveEerS.—Onthe 14th November, to the wife of

E. Sayers, of Upper Harbleden, a daughter.

Deaths
We extend our sincere sympathy this month

to the following :—

CHIVERTON.—ToA. Chiverton, of Fareham, and

his wife, who lost their little daughter,

Constance, on the 19th November.
Harpy.—tTo L. Hardy, of Morley, near Leeds,

whose father passed away on the
22nd November.

Jonres.—To H. Jones, of Flint, whose eldest

brother died just over a month ago.
RopEN.—1To T. G. Roden, of Wembley Park,

whohas recently lost his mother.
Wriiz.—To R. Wylie, of Bromley, whose
mother passed awayin hospitalin Scotland on
the 24th November, after an illness of some

weeks.

”
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“Sn Memory ”

Mark LOUGHLIN

(South African Pioneer Battalion)

It is with deep regret that werecord the death of M. Loughlin, of Cape Town.

This St. Dunstaner, who settled in South Africa after his service in the South African War

in 1902, and who wasblindedasa result of his service in the East African Campaign during

the Great War, was admitted to St. Dunstan’s onlya year and a half ago. He was, however,

not fit enough to take up training of any kind and hadbeenin indifferent health for some

time. He contracted double pneumonia and died in hospital on 16th October. Oneof his

blinded comrades, C. W. S. van Blerk, and Mrs Bates, representedSt. Dunstan’s at the

funeral, which took place at Plumstead, Cape Town, on the 18th October.

Loughlin leaves a widowandfour children, to whom we extend our sincere sympathy.

SAMUEL LEVINSON

(Transport and Remounts)

By a sad coincidence we also regret to have to announce the passing of another South

African St. Dunstaner, S. Levinson, of Johannesburg, which occurred on the 27th September

last.
Levinson cameto St. Dunstan’s only one and a half years ago but his indifferent health,

duetoillness contracted during his Warservice in East Africa, made him unfit for training.

He becametotally blind nearly three years ago.
We extend our deep sympathyto his wife and family.

PRIVATE CHARLES SHORT

(Labour Corps)

Wedeeply regret to announce the death of C. Short, of East Water, Bideford.

Owing to an accident which occurred on Salisbury Plain whilst carrying out his duties

at a Prisoners of War Camp, Short’s eyesight beganto fail and he eventually became blind.

He cameto St. Dunstan’s in 1925 and was trained as a boot repairer. Unfortunately his

health, which for some time had not been very good, now became worse and he was quite

unable to continue his work.
In spite of increasing ill-health, Short lingered on until September of this year, when he

becameseriously ill and passed away on the 14th September.
The funeral took place a few days later and St. Dunstan’s was represented by W. J.

Gilbert, of Barnstaple, and O. Cole, of Appledore. Among the many wreaths was one from

Captain Fraser and his comrades of St. Dunstan’s.
Short leaves a wife and three children to mourn his loss, to whom we offer our deep

sympathy.

PRIVATE JOHN SMITH

(Royal Army Veterinary Corps)

By the death on 17th October of J. Smith, of Norwich, at the advanced ageof 80 years and

five months, St. Dunstan’s has lost the oldest of its comrades.

Smith, who hadfive sons on active service, enlisted in May, 1915. He was then 63 years

of age and, althoughhe had notserved previously, he felt the call, and beingof fine physique

he gave his age as 45 and was accepted for service in the Royal Army Veterinary Corps.

He had only served several months when he received injuries from the bursting of

a shell and was in consequence discharged in 1917. As a result of these injuries, he

eventually becametotally blind and then came under thecare of St. Dunstan’s. He did

not, however, undergo anykindof training with us as he considered himself too old to take

up a new occupation.
During the last few years Smith became veryfrail in health, and early this year was

admitted to hospital where he died on the 17th October.
The funeral took place on the 22nd October and was attended by Smith’s sons and other

relatives ; St. Dunstan’s was represented by J. Burley and W. J. Hare, both of Norwich.

Among the manywreaths was one from Captain Fraser and his comrades at St. Dunstan’s.

Our sympathy goes out to Smith’s wife, who is at present in the hospital where her

husbanddied, and to his sons and daughters. 
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Letters to the Editor

WAR MEDALS AND REUNIONS

To the Editor:

Dear Sir,—fe Jerry’s last addition to the
““ Review,’’ he states he is, and still intends to

remain, a loyal St. Dunstaner. Well, I should
like to inform him that before he says that in his
defence he wants to apologize in next month’s
magazine for asking and suggesting that the
finest badge in the world should be worn on a red
patchin the seat of the trousers, where I suggest
Jerry’s brainslay.

He alsostates that all the boys at Headquarters
when he was there complimented him on the
subject, but I don’t think so, as no St. Dunstaner
with any sense would allow our badgeto beso
grossly insulted by any man whois ashamedto
wear his medals (if any). The suggestion in the
first instance was wearing war medals at reunions,

a lovely idea, and well meant by one who 1S;

I presume, an oldsoldier like myself. [ am an
Old Contemptible, and if Jerry wants mydate of
enlistment,it is 11th July, 1903, in the Regulars.

Thanking you again for your space in the
“ Review,” and strongly advising Jerry to be
choked off, and let the matter drop before some
other boys take the matter in hand.—Believe me
to be, Yourssincerely,

W. A. ROBINSON.

Huil.

To the Editor:

DEAR Sir,—In answer to the correspondence
regarding the remarks of our comrade, J. Jerome:
If St. Dunstaners would look on the funnyside
of Jerry’s letter, they would get a good laugh,
instead of feeling hurt. I myself laughed the
whole dayafter having theletter read to me, and
I feel positive, no matter what our comrades’
feelings towards the medals andtheir intrinsic

value, there is no St. Dunstaner who does not
prize and cherish the memoryof our dear Chief,
who has gone to the Great Beyond, and who,

I feel, still watches over us.

In regard to wearing War Medals, weare in a
land of the free. I think it is better that those
who want to wear them may do so. Compulsion

was only for those who would not serve, and

therefore it would be muchbetter to keepall
contemptuous and personal remarks unsaid.
Wewant to pull together, instead of trying to

degrade one another.—Believe me, Yours faith-

fully,

J. BaLLaNnTYNE.
Enfield.

15th November.

[This correspondence is nowclosed but let’s
have some more good-humoured arguments
about something else—EpiTor. |

Telephonists’ Reunion Dinner
TheTelephonists’ and Shorthand Typists’

Annual Dinner and Reunion took place
at Headquarters on Friday, 25th Novem-
ber. Captain Ian Fraser presided, and
proposed a toast to the guests, coupled
with the name of Sir Neville Pearson, Bt.
All St. Dunstanershefelt sure would thank
Sir Neville for taking on the responsible
duties of Honorary Treasurer of St.
Dunstan’s. (Applause.)

Sir Neville Pearson showed in his reply
that he had a deep sympathy and under-
standing of St. Dunstaners, and an appre-
ciation of their courage in overcoming their
difficulties. He congratulated the busi-
ness men on the splendid example they
had set, and on the record of work they
had done. :
A letter from Mr. Kessell, expressing

his regret at his inability to attend, was
read, and the Chairman expressed the
general feeling of the meeting that they
heartily reciprocated his goodwill.
(Applause.)

After-Care Reunions

GLOUCESTER

VERYsuccessful Reunion Meeting
was held at Gloucester on the 6th
instant. The attendance was much

larger than usual, which we think must
have been due to the meeting being held
in the newhall.

I. C. Harris, of Charlton Kings, pro-
posed a vote of thanks to and confidence
in St. Dunstan’s. He also expressed his
pleasure at the appointmentof Sir Neville
Pearson as Honorary Treasurer of St.
Dunstan’s, andhis regret at the retirement
of Mr. Kessell. This was seconded by
A. Bundy, of Gloucester.

sRISTOR

MR. OTTAWAY’S FIRST REUNION

Mr. Ottaway took charge of his first
After-Care Reunionat Bristol, on Saturday,
26th November. There was a cheery
gathering, and the usual tea and games
were much enjoyed. Messrs. I'ry’s Band
verykindlyplayed during the afternoon.

Captain Fraser, whopresided,saidit was
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always regretful to lose old friends, and
there would be a general feeling at After-
Care Reunions that Mr. Swain’s transfer
to the Appeals Department was a matter
of regret. He thought, however, it was in
the best interests of St. Dunstan’s to try
and find an existing member of the staff
who could take charge of the Appeals
Department. This would avoid bringing
in someone who knew nothing about the
place, and would avoid an additional
salary. (Hear, hear.)
They were singularly fortunate, he

thought, in having Mr. Ottaway to take
over the Reunions, for he knew a very
large numberof St. Dunstaners, as they had
passed throughhis hands in the workshops.
Captain Fraser felt sure they would give
Mr. Ottaway a warm welcome, and would
help him in every way tocarry out his new
duties. ,(Applause.)

Mr. Ottaway said that he had been a
Member of the Welfare Committee for
manyyears, and had therefore beenin the
closest touch with the methodsof arranging
assistance and advice which had been
carried out under Mr. Swain. He under-

stood the difficulties of the men, and had

the greatest admiration for them and for

their wives. (Applause.) Mr. Ottaway

paid a tribute to the splendid work Mr.

Swain had done, and said he would do

his best to carry on in the true spirit of
St. Dunstan’s. (Applause.)
A vote of thanks to Captain Fraser, and

of confidence in St. Dunstan’s was pro-

posed by A. B. Hill, who addedthathefelt

sure all the boys would give Mr. Ottaway

their full support. (Applause.)
The gathering gave a very warm wel-

cometoMiss Ayre and were delighted that

her health was sufficiently improved for

her to be with them. They hoped that

she would soonbe quite fit again.

Ice Skating
The London Ice Club, Westminster,

generouslyoffers facilities toSt. Dunstan’s

menfor ice-skating at the Club.

St. Dunstaners wishing to take ad-

vantage of the offer, however, must in the

first instance apply to Corporal-Major

W. Tovell, at Headquarters. This is

important.

Sports Club Notes

Nine-Mile Sealed Handicap Walk
JANUARY 28th, 1933

Will all entries for the nine-mile walk on
Saturday, 28th January, kindly reach me
not later than 16th January.

L. WooLrycuH.

ANNUAL SWIMMING GALA

HESt. Dunstan’s Gala was held on
9th November, at St. Marylebone
Baths. We are indebted to Messrs.

D. Mitchell, Whur and Charlie Waite, for
so generously subscribing for the prizes
for all events. These gentlemen and Mr.
Ellis, the Bath Superintendent, acted as
judges, etc.,and some keenand enthusiastic
racing was given by the boys.

In the one-length T.B. handicap, Billy
Birchall, with a tremendous spurt in the
final, just beat W. Robinson and M.
Burran. In theS.S. two-lengths handicap
Drummer Downs won an exciting final
from C. Thompson and A. Peckham.

PLUNGING HANDICAP

Jock Macfarlane from scratch won with

a very good effort of 37 feet. Billy Lacey
was second, and A. Peckhamthird.

Mr. D. Mitchell presented the prizes.
W. Scott, on behalf of the boys, very ably

thanked the prize-givers, Mr. Ellis for

his great kindness and personal attention

throughout the year, and Billy Jones, who

for many years has been our swimming
instructor.

Srx-MILE HANDICAP AND THREE-MILE
ScRATCH WALKS

For the start of the walking season we

were favoured with a glorious afternoon.

The events were six-mile (handicap), and

a three-mile for those who had never won

a first prize.
Colonel Eric Ball came along to act as

starter, and before doing so said some very

cheery words to all the assembled com-

petitors and escorts in his owninimitable

way. The six-mile event was started

first to ease congestion on the road.

In the DB. section at one mule

H. Boorman led from H. Kerr. In 
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the S.S. section, Archie Brown was

leading from Gover and Ashton. Archie

eventually finished first and broke his

own course record by more than one

minute.

In the T.B. Section of the Novices’ Race,

W. Robinson went to the head of affairs

and stayed there. In the S.S. Section, J.

Triggs won in the very good time of 29

minutes. Several of the novices will be

able with training to do very well in

some of the longer distances during the

season. After tea Miss Hamar Greenwood

presented the prizes in her own charming

manner.

Name.

38RD DECEMBER

PRIZE WINNERS.
Srx-MILE HANDICAP

ALB:
1st A. Mawford
2nd B. Ingrey
3rd H. Boorman
Fastest Loser.

H. Kerr

SS.
Ist J. Walker
2nd A. Brown
3rd S. Dyer
Faster Loser.

P. Ashton
TJHREE-MILE SCRATCH WALK

IB:
1st W. Robinson
2nd J. Brown
3rd W.Birchall

Ss:
Ist J. Triggs
2nd J. Roughley
3rd R. Young

Novices’ Prize.
A. Iddiols (presented by Mr. Parsons).

SIX-MILE SEALED HANDICAP OUTER CIRCLE WALK.
5 LOSee
  

Scratch
Race.

Escort. Actual
Time.

H’cap.
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in H’cap.

H’cap.
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THREE-MILE SCRATCH WALK.
 

Name. Escort. Scratch Race. Time.

 

ieILOG

eS

Ee

TB.
W. RoBINSON

J. BROWN
W. BrRCcHALL

T. NorTH :
J. McFARLANE...
W. LacEy

A. IpDIOLS

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Webb
Curme
Boyce
Weaver

Druton
Shephard

5.2.
J. Triccs
J. ROUGHLEY
R. YOUNG
W. BENTLEY

J. STUBBS ‘
G. KILLINGBECK

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Jackman
Witham
Nye
Howlett
Steggle 
Montgomery

Whitbread...

Q
u
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