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KING GEORGE VvV The Royal Messages

NG GEDRGE Vivvas friend as wellas filer ol all his people., '|']|c-I';l'i!iah,;lll\'l]H'!'|Iill>.~ .(HJ the rl;l\'. anu\.\"!H_'._' the death of King On January 21st :.I----.{'u following tele

I< especially the English people, are apt to keep their most personal feelings under con- : Leorge, ||=_" following telegram was sent cram was sent to FLM. King Edward VITI
trol, but even this characteristic reserve broke down on the occasion of the King's to Her Majesty the Queen : British Blinded soldi

illness some vears ago, and more so on the occasions of his Jubilee and his death. The people aist Tanuary, 1936 rmen, wie ' unble duty

were not ashamed, mdeed they were glad, to show what they felt. There was something } y

intimate, friendly, personal, about the way in which the King was regarded. This was all this expressior T 2T

the more remarkable considering the few opportunities the ordinary subject has of close sympathy b Your Majesty and the

contact with the King.  The wireless undoubtedly had a lot to do with this, for the King [' 1'|.I‘|1.|\I!' it

not only felt for his people, but was able to express his feeling. He was one of the best i:.llll s

broadeasters in the land, and his addresses went straight to our hearts. rish ar

The welfare of ex-service men was constantly in King George's mind, as many have welfare ek R ETHEL PI
testified.  The records of St. Dunstan’s show how in almost every vear since our foundation, sailors, and airmen we tender 1 [AN FRASH
the King made some inquiry about his blinded soldiers, or made some statement by way of our heartfelt sympathy \I.\l' =\|. '

1t sy

recognition or encouragement, - ETHEL PEARSON

During the war vears there were his two visits to St. Dunstan’s, and many m,|1|'ﬂ-j,-~ of IAN FRASER, Chairn

sir Arthuar Pearson.  There was the Message sent to the blinded soldiers of the Allies in NEVILLE PEARSON, Honoras S :
1918, from which the [ollowing extract may be recalled : Freasurer, St. Dunstan Illu- foolle s repl \\.|l~ -vil.ll_ to Lady
: : . ' . 1 " (Arthur) EArs01 ur Presiwlent, from
5% at 1 of My OWIl S0 s MInclea . ar have : vacl RTINS 101 i 1  FSE g e = - 1 1 1

S Many hundreds '_t L% “'II ']l‘,]_]' [. , blinded ],II th _\\'I"' HaV "l“"lr‘\'\r'_\ tortl Lady (Arthur) Pearson received in ll-]||'\ Buckinesham P 2
tude and patience, combined with skilful training, learned to fill the places which thev the followine messare from Ber Maiest

occupied before their misfortune,  They have learned to get the full value from the great | e IKing
0 T elt thanks to 1 at vathwy ane
ssage of sympathy ir sincere thanl

MARY

storehouse of thewr other senses, which those who have sight scarcely use.  ITtisa question
of training ; but first of all it is a question of the courage with which vou refused to vield
to the enemy on the battlefield, A great calamity has come to yvou ; but il yvou refuse to
vield to it ;i vou determine with all the strength of vour natures to rizse above it, the treat
ment of the blind has of late yvears attained such a degree of progress that yvour future life
may be as full and useful as yvour old.”

What a sense of the value of words had king Georeel

I'hen there was the Christmas Broadcast of 1932, in which the King \|-‘!'l---~|--] his waod
wishes to lis blind subjects, and the famous speech in Westminster Hall to the Parliament
of Great Britain and to the representatives of the Parliaments of the Empire when, thongh
he was covering the whole vast field of his reign in a speech which lasted about twenty
minutes, he found place for this sentence:

Let us not in this hour of I||.|I'|\-:_'_I\I||:_: fail 1o remember those wi v oave thelr
lives, or who live now maimed or blinded, that we might continue to enjov the blessings
of life.”

I can add to all this evidence, for I personally know of and gratefully remember fou
other occasions when the King made direct inquiry * How are the men of St. Dunstan's
getting on ? " Or, “ I am glad to know of the blinded men's progress.  Give them my
best wishes.”  Or, ““1 have oreatest admiration for the men of St. Dunstan’s.”

We are happy i onr memories of King George V., and of Her Majesty The Oueen, who
-.]u.-:-| ||\, ||'- -:||| SE) | ML,

\s ex-service men we are happy, too, in the knowledge of the interest which the new
IKing takes m our wellare ['his is not the occasion to write of His Majesty, though he i
much m our thoughts,  But every St. Dunstaner will feel pride in the recognition of om
service inowar and of our efforts to serve in peace which King Edward VIIT has evidenced
on the many occasions i which St Dunstaners as a whole, or blinded soldiers as individuals
have been privileged to meet Inm. We will not forget his visits to St Dunstan’s, and not-
ably his friendly words and handshake with representative St. Dunstaners in the Albert
Hall last vear.

lead —Long Live the King,

(Cu.., gwn..
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St. Dunstan’s and the Death
of King George
HIE connection of St. Dunstan’s with
the death of King George V was a
close one in every wayv. First, because
it was inevitable that our men who had
fought and suffered for him should feel
perhaps more acutely than the average
citizen, his sudden loss, and again because
of the wav in which by the miracle of
broadeasting, thevy were enabled, so to
speak, almost to be present at his passing.

The extraordinary boon conferred by
wireless on those who cannot see has
already been referred to many times in
these pages, and on no oceasion was it
more manifest than during those tragic
davs of King George's last illness, Nobody
who listened to the dignified and poignant
announcements of the British Broadcasting
Corporation on that fatal Monday will
ever forget the experience, and those last
half-dozen hours from six p.m. until the
announcement of King George's death
soon after midnight were for blinded and
sichted alike a time that will linger in the
memory throughout life,

It was only from the six o'clock bulletin
that the general public definitelv realized
how serious the King's illness was, but
even so, 1t eame as a shock when the de-
layved bulletin from the National station
at 9.38 used the unforgettable words
“The King's life is moving peacefully
towards its close.” It was obvious then
that the end was very near, and few of the
millions who were listening can have turned
ff their sets until Sir John Reith himself
announced the last sad news. Thus, for
the first time, all his subjects throughont
the \\'flllll were enable o be VEery |||--'.'
to the last moments of their Monarch

During the succeeding days broadeasting
continued to play a great part inthe lives
of all of ns. Mr. Baldwin's moving pane-
oyric on the Tuesday night will long |
remembered, and so will the admirable
broadcast of the Proclamations of Kin
dward VIII.

It was not only, however, In
the wireless that our men maintaines
touch with the mourning of King Georg
Many mdividual St. Dunstaners went to
the Lying-in-State at Westminster Hall, and
WEre gven sped 1al facilities by the officials,

1”.|il.;-lll_-\, too, on behall of all St. Dun-
staners, a wreath of poppies in the form of
our badee, made at the British Legion

Poppv Factory, was sent with the following
inscription :

“In affectionate memory f{rom
blinded soldiers, sailors, and airmen
of the Empire.”

Messages of condolence and lovalty,
which are given in full on another page,
were despatched to Oneen Mary and King
Edward.

Then came the day of the funeral. In
London nearly one hundred of our men,
with twenty escorts, helped to line the
route of the funeral procession. The
party was headed by Captain Sir Ian
I'raser. Mr. Askew and Corporal Major
Fovell, who were responsible for the
organization, accompanied him. Assem-
blng at Baker Street and Victoria,
small  groups went to the position
allocated at Queen's Drive, Hyde Park
Corner. In spite of the tremendous
crowds, great courtesy and helpfulness
were shown in getting St. Dunstan’s men
to their position by the military, the
police, and the general public. A Hi'ﬂ'i']‘.ll
word of thanks and praise is due to the
police of all ranks in the vicinitv of our
men’s position. In spite of very great
difficulty, thev were the essence of courtesy

i

kindliness, and after the procession
had passed, our men were escorted along
the |

through Hyde Park and along the Edg
ware Road in the it of the funeral

me of route and enabled to walk

procession.  Only those who had to make
their way back through the enormous and
unprecedented crowds can appreciate what
that meant to the St. Dunstan’s party.,

St. Dunstan's Standard was {lown 11
front of the party while they were in thetr
position in the Park, and it was noticeable
-']|.|.’I.I--|!=| |.'-.|-_--.i--||.|--\|:| slowly st
manyv of the foreign ambassadors and
military attachés showed grea erest 1
i, A military attachi in the rinan
party, when he saw the Standard, bronght
his hand to the salut

Our men alterwards returned to
quarters for lunch and were briefly
tressed by the Chairman., Later,
1101 with .||i other St |.||;,'-|-E
listened-in to the arrival of the cortége
Windsor, which was closely followed by

the two minutes' silence, |1 -|—-~-||||1i--:|

Of '|J'.1' |‘.'-|.-|-.'--':I'|: through the sLreet Loy

St. George's Chapel was followed with
great interest and the Service itsell proved
to be most moving.
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Royal Interest in St. Dunstan’s

ING EDWARD VIII, as Prince of

Wales, as our Chairman has already

sacl i'-l his arti Il', |:.!~; .||‘\\.|\ S -.}|n-\\"_| 1
very keen interest in St Dunstan’s and its
work. He paid several visits to St. Duns
tan's during the War and the vears soon
after it, and he alwavs followed its work
with the keenest sympathy. He visited St
Dunstan’s as | ¢ of Wales in the very
early days witl e Princess Roval, then
Princess Mary, and was thoroughlv ac-
quainted with all its work by the late Su
Arthur Pearson lnmself. In 1927 he came
to St. John's Lodge to make a presentation
to Sir (then Captain) Ian Fraser of a gold

clgarette case to commemorate his comple

tion of five vea
Dunstan's. His  wvisit  t e Jubilee
Reunion at the Roy: \lbert Hall last
yvear will still be fresh in the minds of all
St. Dunstaners.

I'he late QOueen Alexandra was always

1 interested in St. Dunstan’s

i HE urman oif  St.

Portrait to Sir Arthur Pearson aft Head
quarters in 1928, and in 1925 the Duke ol
Connaught presided at the Anniversary
Dinner to commemorate our tenth anni

VETSATY.

At Brighton

[he sad and sorrowful occasion of the
Roval funeral was observed with be-
fitting solemnity at the Brighton Annexe.
Iwenty of our men from Brichton were
mchided in the hundred St. Dunstaners
who were | eged to line the roate of
the Royal rtéoe,

At one o'clock all the “ boyvs' and
members of the stafll assembled in the
Lounge and d-in to the wircless

least, keeping the two minutes silence
following the procession to and the

1t, 5t. Georee's ( |_.=]H'i Windsor,

m i spitit of reverence and love, and
pavimg stlent homage to a King whose
historians will surely record as

i the most momentous in the history

if our Empire
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In ademory
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refers to the adeast ever made by

King George nel  thi Hweas n was the

Sapper ARTHUR SUTSTUS 53 "j""'i“ r of the British ]'.i!u]_li."l. [Exhubition

R.E. Sienal at Wembley :

1 17th January

Monday, May 18th.

Sports Club Notes
UESDAY D At

NIGHT

RANGEMENTS

MarcH 3
N L LR
AMarer 17TH




ST. DUNSTAN'S REVIEW

““I Admire Your Courage”’

‘T have met St. Dunstan's men in all the
1ers of the earth

"I know that St. Dunstan’s has done a great
deal for you, and 1 know that your families and
vour Iriends help vou whenever they can: but
I know that you like to help yourselves, and
that 1s what you have deone, and that is why
with your wenderful co-operation, this great

rganization has been able to be so successful

[ congratulate 5t. Dunstan's, but most of
all T congratulate you, and all those men blinded
in the War throughout this country and the
Empire iddlmire your courage, vour resource,

ou have overcome blindness.'

VIII  (then

Ly
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