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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

St. Dunstan’s Remembers

N another page is a note of the way in which St. Dunstan’s remembered its Founder,
Sir Arthur Pearson, on Sunday, December 8th, and Monday, December 9th,
which was the anniversary of his death in 1921,

When Sir Arthur Pearson lost his sight shortly before the Great War, he gave up his
many newspaper interests in which he had been both a pioneer and a leader, and devoted
his rare talents and deep sympathy to the welfare of the blind.

By a great national appeal he set the National Institute for the Blind on a new course
of national usefulness. Then came the war, and he founded St. Dunstan’s, with a new
spirit and a new outlook. Three thousand soldiers, sailors, and airmen, blinded in the
Great War, passed through St. Dunstan’s. Two thousand survive to this day and have
benefited immeasurably by his insight and foresight, to which the Rector of Church
stretton, in a memorial address, paid tribute.

We remember his inspiration, his leadership, and his great gift of friendship, and we
dedicate ourselves to see that the good he did bears fruit as well in what remains of our
generation as for the young service men now entering our brotherhood as a result of this
war. - We will try to help them to Victory over Blindness, as Sir Arthur helped us.

More Bombs—But We Carry On

After the turmoil of the last few weeks, St. Dunstan’s has again settled down. Let
us hope that we shall not be bombed out again, at any rate for a time. Expert advice
has been taken as to the state of our Headquarters building in Regent’s Park, and we
are told that this will cost a great deal of money and take some months to repair. If we
were to repair it, there would be no guarantee that we should not be displaced again, for
although severe bombing attacks are now spreading all over the country, London still
continues to receive regular and damaging bombardments. We have therefore decided
not to waste our money trying to rehabilitate the old Headquarters, but to do the very
minimum that is necessary to keep the weather out, and repair it properly after the war,
when we hope we shall receive compensation from the Government.

Nevertheless, I attach great importance to the prestige of our London address.
“ 8t. Dunstan’s, Regent’s Park,” is known all over the world, and the goodwill attached
to this familiar address from the publicity and money-raising point of view is very great.
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We have found a solution of these differing needs by moving the bulk of the staff who deal
with the men’s welfare, accountancy, and routine matters to Tyttenhanger Park. I have
already written to all St. Dunstaners in the United Kingdom telling them of this, but, as
they say on the wircless, 1 will repeat the address : St. Dunstan’s Offices, Tyt L||h||-
Park, London Colney, near St. Albans, Herts (Telephone No. London f\nlm-

I have an office there personally and all ]Ct[\_'l"w addressed to me, or to members of the
stafl, about weltare matters generally—mass: ,» poultry-farming, pensions, visitors, health,
and applications tor visits to conv: alescent homes, and so on, ahuul | be sent to {\muh -
Park. Londoners or those passing thmul_;h London should particularly note the folloy :
Namely, that they should not come to the old Headquarters in Regent’s Park except when
they want to seec me personally, and then only after an ap ]m intment has been fixed. 1 have
an office in Regent’s Park because 1 have certain duties t » perform in London, but 1
not always there. 1 have to go to Tyttenhanger Park, to Church Stretton,

Court, to inspect our various establishments and direct their policies.  The office i

Park is exclusively concerned with St. Dunstan’s appeal, and the only staff beside

private secretaries and the editor of the Review are those who undertake our publicity and
appeal work.

Londoners and those passing '.|\|'|Jl'.l";h London who want to sce a \‘.Lll.‘!'-'l_' otheer, and
who feel that Tyttenhanger Park is too far away, can vo to Raclan Street, where Mr. Do Lerhty
and Mr. Taylor are in attendance to help them. To con nplete the picture, let me repeat what
[ said in my circular letter, namely, that Northern weltare is still conducted at Blackpool,
and all trading is still going on at Raglan Strect.

St. Dunstaners will remember that my own private house is next doot
th\dL]LLm’Lu'.~ building. This was also atfected by the many bombs which fell near ir,
much so that eight or ten of the cetlings came down, and the roof began to let in the rain.
My furniture was soaked and damaged, and 1 had 1o _give it up as a residence. I have
moved to a little house to the north of London, from which | can easily o
\llhuuhh my house was no longer fit for a ]-.'.\-LL.I,(L, and [ had to give up

after weel, it is nevertheless still usable, and a tew nails and boards have made it weathe rproof

4

for the time l!u,]l;. It is a .wm'.lrl, \.‘n-'|1|1.1c1 unit, and it 1s at our own tamiliar address. we
have therefore turned it into our Appeals Oftice, and it is full of typewriters and files, doing
its share to keep S5t. Dunstan’s going. 1 have lent it to St. Dunstan’s, rent free, for the
t{LIt’;HicJﬂ,.

New St. Dunstaners Doing Well

Since I wrote my last Notes, I have visited the Hospital and Training Centre at Church
Stretton. The new St. Dunstaners of this war are doing well.  Many have already sed
their typewriting test and some even their Braille test.  When 1 recall how long it took
me to pass my Braille test, I cannot help marvel g at the speed with which one or two
young fellows have achieved this dithcult task. ‘his time we are not ¢ derine the old
Braille test, which so many of us passed in the last ;1L':1l-1'.l;|..1|, as being sufhicient. 1 feel
all old St. Dunstaners will agree with me that more |'~1'1>|<-|151\-L| study and practice 1s required.
So we are instituting a further test, which every student will be urged to pass later on
during his period of training. Two students are already learning m: ¥ ~. Toft, an

old St. Dunstaner who built up a most successtul practice in London, has joined the stafl

Church Stretton, to start a course of massage and to teach Braille, The massage course
will last a year and the students will then go on to the School of Massage at the National
Institute for the Blind for the second year and pass their examinations. Telephone
operating has been approved as a career, and one or two have been selected for this course.
Poultry-farming is still under consideration, and we have not yet concerned ourselves with
handicrafts, except as a means towards preliminary re-education.  The Research Committe
which 1 set up some months ago to try and find jobs in industry and commerce which would
afford a similar outlet to that provided by telephone operating has made a preliminary
survey. Many factories and businesses have been visited, and the possibilities are interesting
and promising, but it is too early to say much about this yet, and apart from this, none of
the young men are yet ready to go out and try any of the jobs that may be found
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The trainees, as has always been the custom, will leave Church Stretton for a period

hristmas, and we shall use the place to provide a Christmas change and rest for a small
number of men who have had a particularly bad time in London and other bombed cities,
and who have stuck to their homes and work in \'tlitt' ot all difficulties.

I have also visited Melplash Court. This country house contains the permanent and
bed-ridden St. Dunstaners who were at Brighton, They are cheerful and well, and many
visitors from the neighbourhood come mn to read to them and act as Good Companions.
In addition, there are a number of men from London, Southampton, Bristol and the other
|_‘:-'f.a\.'-m_‘.:1| cities which have been recently bombed. The place is quiet, ot course, being

from any of the amenities and fun which used to be associated with Brighton, but

nappy and successful place.

Interesting News Comes from South Africa

Hugh Stayt, a South African St. Dunstaner, has added a new and interesting job to
already varied hk He has done some good anthropological work, on which subject
a book which attracted considerable attention ; he has followed with success
.||'.|| has had a I_"‘I--il_il'l".ll\ll..' |!f\l_|il‘.‘. Il Now 1 hear he |1‘.1‘-
South African Defence Foree, in the Reserve of Otfhicers, with
ing Officer for the south coast district of Natal.  Stayt is

a deep interest in South Atrican public affairs.

HSSa e pracrice, as W Il as a business in ]lJ'E'l.ll'l}k'.\i)Lll'lL’.

appointed Jlu-nu-r,s"_\ Physiotherapist to the Defence Training Association.

both interesting appointments and 1 am sure all St. Dunstaners will join

lations.

Secretary of St. Dunstan’s in South Africa, and | exchange a
rood many letters. ppreciate the deep interest she continues to take in our problems
and ditficulties, and instaners will be ols o know that she is well and writes
cheertully. Mrs, Bates not only carries on most active and successful work for St. Dunstan’s,
but her experience has made her a leading figure in South African social and philanthropic
life, and she is always being asked to lend a hand to various war efforts.

Christmas Wishes

The ecarlier part of these Notes was mainly concerned with our offices and the address
to which 5t. Dunstaners should write in order to invoke the assistance of our many services.
But this does not mean that the fate of our offices or our staff are our primary concern.
On the contrary, the whole reason for the existence of St. Dunstan’s is the welfare of blinded

rvice men of the Great War 1 of this war, and our concern for ofhices and staff arises

the fact that unless satisfactory arrangements are made for them the work of

n's cannot o0 0.
[ hear constantly from St. Dunstaners all over the country. I appreciate fully their
difficulties and the stout-hearted manner in which they are meeting and overcoming
I know that this Christmas season can hardly be happy in the peace-time sense.
Al of us have crowing anxieties around us, household difficulties to meet, rising costs
to face, and our young people are in various theatres of war i'ztcinj_: many hazards. 1 would
I all St. Dunstaners to know that their welfare in their own homes, and the problems
h tace them and their wives, are constantly in our minds, and that we are always trying

power to carry on St. Dunstan’s for them.

We have, however, much to be thankful for. Our Country and Empire has so far
withstood all the enemy’s attacks. We are erowine stroneer day 11\ day, and in due time

to plan ahcad to do the best that lies in our

the clouds will lift and the sun break through.
In spite of anxicties, therefore, my wife and I wish all St. Dunstaners and their families
the happiest |-..--.|lal..- Christmas and the best of good luck in the New Year.

[AN FRASER.
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“In Memory of the Founder”

LARGE contingent of St. Dun
staners, who are in training at

Church Stretton, including men of

the old war and the new, together with
men of the fighting services, civilians whose
eyes have been severely damaged in air-
raids and who are in St. Dunstan’s Hos-

pital, were accompanied by members of
the Staff of the Training Establishment of

the Hospital to the morning service at the
Parish Church. Special St.  Dunstan’s
prayers were said, and the Rector’s memorial
message was as follows -

**This is the date at which it has been
customary for a Memorial Service to be
held in memory of the Founder of the
great and noble organisation for War-
blinded men. It first took formal shape
when a dozen or so of blinded soldiers
started their training in March, 1915, in
the old house of St. Dunstan’s in Recent’s
Park.

“ Now that we welcome a larce conting-
ent of St. Dunstaners amongst us in Church
Stretton, and to our Parade Services in this
Church, it is right and fitting that we
should take note of this Anniversary, and
pay a tribute to the memory of that
remarkable man—himself deprived of
physical sight, but endowed so richly with
insight and foresight, the results of which,
in the organisation he created, are more
than ever manifest to-day. We can hardly
do better than quote from the tribute paid
to him by his worthy successor, Sir Tan
Fraser :

¢ Many of the problems of the old
d;L_\_;n.' he writes, ¢ together with a ereat
many new ones, are being faced by the
men and staff in the same old spirit which
has fortified and strenothened us for a
generation, and which we owe in such
large measure to Sir Arthur., IHe laid the
foundations well, and we are all of us
proud to have built our own lives and the
continuing life of St. Dunstan’s upon them.’

“Let us stand for a moment in silence
and grateful remembrance.’

Amongst those present with the St.
Dunstan’s party were Sir Tan and Lady
Fraser, Mr, I);L\n!l|'\lnl'l, Miss Pain, and
Mr. Askew.

St. Dunstaners and staff from the
Melplash Home attended the morning
service at Melplash Parish Church on

]

December 8th to pay tribute to Sir Arthur’s
memory, The Rev. Pope officiated.

At Blackpool, the Rev. R. P. Wilson held
a service In the Lounge of the Home, on
December 9th. St. Dunstaners stay at
the Home, and many living in Blackpool
WErc present, with their escorts and
members of the Blackpool staff.

As has been the unbroken custom for
nearly twenty years, a deputation of St.
Dunstaners visited Hampstead Cemetery
on December 9th and laid a large St. Dun
stan’s wreath, the woift of many St
Dunstaners, upon the grave of Sir Arthur
Pearson, The deputation was led by
Colonel Eric Ball, member of St. Dunstan’s
Council, and consisted of M. Burran and
N. Downs, accompanicd by Hall Porter
Burgess.

A wreath was also [-‘l.ll-(_ll on the AV
from the telephonists of St. Dunstan’s,

St. Dunstan’s Comforts Fund
1/- Raffe

BEAUTIFUL baby ** grandfather

eight-day clock has been m by

J. Burley, of Norwich, for
Comforts Fund. He has sent it to Church
Stretton, to be raffled, but it is much too
attractive to |} b to one centre of St
Dunstan’s activities, | with the help of
the Review, the raf ; en to all St
Dunstan’s men, stafl and friends.

The clock is 1ft. 8in. in height, with a
base 61in. by 3in, It is made in oak with
a gold face, and presents a most charming
.'||“.\(‘:'I rdnce.

The price of the ticket is 1s.  Will every
one who wishes to enter send their name,
address and a ]‘-HE-T.‘.| order to me at St.
Dunstan’s Hospital, Church Stretton, Shrop-
shire. The raffle will be open until the
end of January, and the result will be giver
in the February Review.

Church Stretton. MaTron Pain.

Re Seeds and Seed Potatoes
The large and small seed packets will
be sent as usual early in the New Year, but
there will be various adjustm
by scarcity of seeds, etc.
and cauliflower seeds will be omitted.
Sister Goodey
Sister Goodey has again had to chang

her address.  This is now : 188 Grove End
Gardens, St. Tohn's Woaod, London, N.\W.8.

L
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Christmas Greetings
At Church Stretton |
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New War St. Dunstaners

These are the first St. Dunstaners of the present
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Melplash News
N Sundav, November 17th, 1940,
a party of men from St. Dunstan’s,
Melplash Court, and several mem-
t the stafl, artended a special Armistice
at Netherbury Parish Church.
was preceded by a short ceremony, in
which the local branch of the British Legion
paraded at the village War Memorial, on
which they laid a wreath, and then marched
to the Church; at their invitation, St
“{I']‘\'.:I:'h'l'.\- 1IH'-‘|\ 'I‘ ill Thl_‘ |*-'1J:_'CL'€.1‘|I1\_'§\,
and marched with them to join in the
:'\]‘il].ﬁ SCrY i(-'\'.
A Friendly Offer
G, Fallowficld makes the Hl.._'_’_'.."l'\l:,l\rl that
St. Dunstaners might  give emergency
accommodation to fellow St. Dunstaners

who mig be bor |||L-.. our, hie |-"-'.\ '||]('\ are

able to into touch with St. Dunstan’s.

He puts his s > n into practice by

|\],=.\'.|'._' his house (57 Southview Road,

Southwick), at sposal of any St

Dunstaner between Brichton and Worth-

For many reasons it would not be

ticable to publish in the Review
f St. Dunstaners willing

instance, an address civen one

> void the followine month),

no doubt that, wherever

I St. Dunstaners will be more than

willing to give emergency help to thei

“kier comrades. It is more than likely

that some such arrangement has already

|‘xli1 |'||'.ll!\. |H.[‘.‘-'\.L":] eTOUPS O men |'\'|E"_
in the same d"*fl"l'[.

ational Egg-Laying Test
Report for the First Period of Four Weeks
21st October to 17th November, 1940

Position Tect Score 1

M.
T, M. 79
- B AL 6l
62
£ 48
Horues, P, .. o 15
Cuarrm, A. 32

e Reasons for Drinking

'd drink :
ar being dry
be In

ather reason wiy.

HENRY ALDRICH.

The Christmas Spirit in the U.S.A.
TWVERY Christmas

land’s flying Santa

William H. Wincapaw
‘plane with presents for the
|iL'L'|‘ '-.\:tlL'|1 1 |--|':\ | iy :i: dnd
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Sons and Daughters in the
Services

Young St. Dunstaners
on of W. T. Gustis-X '.il‘-':l_. Of
| _--.|/|.'T1Ll| a second

led up for

l"_'.l".'..lll'.\'il, near
marricd Frank Intern on November
Rachel Stratton, dau I
of Shitebrool :
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th our St
only a short
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ottenham, has won a
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| She does two full nights
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Beatrice Robinson, ol Welby, Grantham,
1 gained the School rt witl
has gained the School Certihcate with tour

credits,

William Allen (Torrisholine), RJOR.R,,
has won his first Aripe.

Mavis Hazel, daughter of AL T |
\]l'l'Tnl:l | |, has been awarded a
ship to Wimbledon High School.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. E. Mil , of
Sevenoaks, has won his Artificers’ Badee,
and has now been transferred from the
Royal Artillery to the 4th County of London
Yeomanry.

The daughter of Mr. and
Shethield, was married on
My, Kettle.

A Christmas Competition

ELOW are cight questions,  You
invited to
.||||| Lt LTI
Editor not later
A\ prizc ot One Guin
. correct soluftl

v one sends a con

ry, the prize will

Mark your envelopes * Competition ™
address them to Regent’s Park.

1—What is t
a lion ?

2—Who wrote * Gone With the Wind # 7

3.—In what year was Queen Victoria
married ?

4.—What teams were in the 1939 Cup
Final ?

5—Who was the first President of the
United States ?

6.—Braille was introduced by
Frenchman of that name ; what
Christian name :

W |1.1! horse won the De |'

and who was his jockey :

8.—These letters form the nani
well-known soldier—who 1s it ?

SINEIDOR
Good Work

Mrs. F. C. Fleetwood, wife of our St.
Dunstaner living at Herne Bay, has sent
{116 Os. 6d. to the Air Ministry towards
the cost of a bomber. It is the result of a
collection she has organised in connection
with the Women’s Section of the local
British Legion.
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“In Memory”

Provare Witniam James €
(42h[6th Devonshire R
Lr is with deep regret that we have heard of the deat! W ). Gilbert, of Bamnstaple,
Gilbert lost his sight while on active service, and was admitted to St. Dunstan’s in 1918,
He was trmined as a mat-maker, but later spent 1 propaganda work for St. Dunstan’s.
Of late years his health has been far from good, and recently he ame practically an invalid.
He was admitted to a local nursing home, where he passed away on October 19th. The
funeral took place a few days later and was attended by a ve ge circle of relatives and friends.
Among the wreaths was one from Sir lan Fraser and his nrades at St. Dunstan’s,
We send our very sincere sympathy to all members of Gilbert’s family.
Privare A, G, Hersi
(3rd Yorks g, )

to cverybody.

The funeral touk place four days later.

her sad loss.

Wire deep regret we record the death of A. G, Herne, of Rayleigh, Hssex.

Herne’s sight failed while on active service in India. He came to St. Dunst
trained as a basket-maker, at which trade he worked most consist
to enjoy fairly gpood health, so that his sudden death on October h came

Among the wireaths was one from Sir lan Fraset
and his comrades at 5t. Dunstan’s, We extend our very sincerc

's and was
He always scemed
15 a great shock

ympathy to Mrs., Herne in

Silver Weddings

Congratulations to the following St
Dunstaners and their wives, who have
celebrated their Silver W L'tidli'lg recently
Mr. and Mrs. F. Foster, Ottery St. Mary
November 24th ; Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Br
Sheffield, November 30th ; Mr. and Mrs.
H. G. Cooke, Birmingham, December 4th;
Mr. and Mrs. A. Smith, Elwick, December
11th ; Mr. and Mrs. R. Z. Hurrell, Groby,
near Leicester, December 26th.

Parable of the “ Isms ”

We have received the l.n'llu\\li]'t_{ trom an

American friend :

Socrarism.—If you have two cows you
give one to your neighbour.

CoMMmunNIsM.—I1f you have two cows you
give them to the Government, and the
Government than gives you some milk.

Fascism.—If you have two cows, you keep
the cows and give the milk to the
Government, then the Government sells
you some milk.

New Deavism.—If you have two cows, you
shoot one and milk the other, and then
pour the milk down the drain.

Nazism.—If you have two cows, the
(u:\'cl']‘.ﬂkl'li' shoots you and |\'L'L']N-- the
COWS,

Carprravism.—If you have two cows,
sell one and buy a bull.
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Death of Lord Tryon

Lord Tryon, for so mar
as ‘\l;i_|-|:' [
created a ministerial record by holding the

y vears known
ryon, M.p., died recently. He

same ofthce, namely, that of Minister of
Pensions, f over nine years. He visited
i ccasions.,
writing to Lady Tryon,
satd ¢ ** We remember with pleasure vour
husband’s many kindnesses to St. Dunstan’s
men.”’

on 4 number of

The Chairman,

Where Is Beauty ?

[

I must cling to the beaut ¥

I\' ¥ &
lo Jfind
But music and literature
Are faithful and ever endure ;
Sweet flowers and clear fountains
Lrey IHoNniains,

s reen

Al palure 15 consia

Eiernally, Peaniifuily

and sure,

!r i AT

While faith, duty, love still
henb tanly )‘f—'r{"]" dwell at my
Birth
wife of T. Jarman, ot
¢ of Bournemouth, on Novem
daughter—Hester Maureen.

WITH THE BRITISH LEGION),




