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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

Some Records, Changes at Church Stretton, and Research

ROM my office in London 1 see St. Dunstan’s as a whole, and its many developments

all over the world are very interesting. The month of April, 1944, stands out as a

rather unusual month, in which a number of rather exceptional matters have come
to the point of decision, or have come to my notice. Some record of them will, I think,
interest St. Dunstaners, so here they are,

Our financial year ends in March each year, and I have just seen the figures for
St. Dunstan’s world-wide collections, and they constitute a record. Never in the last war
period, or in the years between, has the public supported us so generously, and I should
like to place on record my thanks to Mr. Ernest Stanford, our Appeals Organiser, and
Miss Marshall, Appeals Secretary, and their stafl, which includes a number of 8t. Dunstaners,
for this result. I try to maintain the appeal of St. Dunstan’s on a high level of taste and
dignity, worthy of our reputation and our purpose. St. Dunstaners in their homes and
professions and factories and occupations are well-known figures amongst their neighbours,
many help by a word of encouragement or support, all help by their example. I should
like to thank them.

I sometimes read in certain papers an attack upon the voluntary system—all the services
to the wounded and the sick and so on should be undertaken by the State, is the argument.
My own view is that whatever any government of any party may do at any time there will
always be the more advanced and generous members of the community who will want to
do more, and want to do something special. I think this is one of the noblest aspects of the
human mind and conscience. Apart from this, I am quite certain that the independence
of St. Dunstan’s from government control and government department administration is
one of its sources of strength, and that the individuality and personal touch of our
organisation is something to be greatly valued. If the nation is fully to pay its debt to those
who have lost much in its service, it does not seem to me wrong that it should pay it through
taxation and the State, as well as through voluntary contributions and voluntary service.
One of the aspects of the voluntary system which counts for much to St. Dunstaners is
the very great amount of voluntary service which we receive within our organisation and
as individuals. We do not want pity or sentimentality or charity in the worst sense of that
word, but to receive the help of our friends and neighbours in the spirit in which it is given,
with good grace, is in itself a virtue, and to be able to give without counting the cost or
the reward or seeking advertisement, and without patronising, is one of the highest
expressions of the human mind,
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\“"'” ] h_‘“" written about the voluntary system and St. Dunstan’s in ceneral reminds
of u-ul‘]c[l]ln-' that was said to me by a St. Dunstaner in Church .“;!1'L'1r|1|.1‘1l.l<_' :r.l]1L'I.' day
had not long been out of the Army, indeed he had only just returned to St 1)|111\[1hll.";
1 twentv-eleht davs’ discharge leave. He said @ * It is surprising what fools !\lmh‘.‘d-']‘\lu]
n--'.\l|\ are, and how awkward they make you feel.” T said : 1 |'.||‘-n'-\\. exactly how \'f‘ll-llj-('l.'l
| ]1i[1,.‘.|']l]1 =1s|1 them. Remember they do not often meet a blind man, ‘l..'h|

1 |L'_'\ want to ao all they can to |‘.|'.‘.§ £ You 1-\'l| Al ¢ase anc | Loy ] ) Ol o i
do it, and the result is a kind of awkwardness and \||\.|Lu'n-\\-.lJ|I1‘|"I|]1ILL"\|‘\|1":':1:.
way. Now vou, as a blind man, are alwavs meeting hted people ;I!]l.l
I]':-urullc:u‘ to get very good at handling them, and one of the most i.'n]m:ri-lm
vou should learn at St. Dunstan’s is to |~|_-|I the sighted people at ecase, |1'L'<ll'lr1'-'l in
.'\.'||L\_ WA "'_}‘L||‘ you in the most unobtrusive way possible, but don’t |\.1_1.w\\'
to, 1t's I_&'_-1|'.\ your job to guide them and help them to help you. If you can learn this
you _\:l_ very soon find that human associations, which are one of the most important
life, become much easier.” | ‘

L 'Lli‘l':lh fo I']\L' month 111- \]1"-'“_ il sOMme of its sientficant decistons, The |’i""’t"\1

ift made by the ishiwiablic: throl = T e
Bt = le by Ir||L British public, t u._|_s;l| St. Dunstan’s, to blinded soldiers, sailors
irmen was made dur o I|'..':-' maonth, ||h'|'t_' were about three thousand men ]!|i|1(]m‘

and of them some 220 did not recelve government penst S, 01 I\'_'\'.'L'i\'n_‘d
“”I per cent., or some other pension less than the 100 per cent. St. i.}':ll?‘-.[.l.l'..“
en them an allowance. In the case of those who receive no n, St. Dunstan’s
.'IIII"l.”.'l"t'!il_I‘t'l'l\l--n, and in some cases there were varving amounts, .|‘.|.nl in
nothing from St. instan’s. Nevertheless, all these men were blind, and
staners, because Sr. nstan’s, being ary agency, could use its
which II]I.& Ove en ould not « 0, an { Ly I|':i |1;'||(|'|I of the
ke them mnto our organisation. But we could not do all that we
have di because twenty irs avo we had not the resources and the
':III‘-ti"- that we could carry out our commitments, and it would have been
T Nhave tarted something which we could not cuarantee and nealntan,
to the strength of the position which we have buili - y, we are in a different
April 17th we were able to write to each of 1l .’.I‘." men, and tell them
wnd for the rest of their lives, tl WOl eive from St |)IIII‘-I.':II‘.'--
ould bring their cuaranteed incom 10 1 level of the ordinary
Ppens |-.||I. 4m :|l|ill' SUTe I||.|- =|--I|'|ii|-- like this CVel |-‘ll.- \|||I'||' |l'. AT
Hu'-..l'_- 1 betore, and v : A
i substantial proportion of our men

ayv that no St. Dun taner has less one than the ordimary standard
total disability, We have been able to afford this great sum of money
14 ¥ ||.-||:=I].. _-||-.| ALt r_-.i-:lil:" I'-\I way our l'.1[".|:'il\
s o id we have in faet set the money

sure guarantet that the nl-'l-'__ll ons will he met.,
activity during the past year. It will
Yarhament was induced to rive further

which we have entered

1 Ay 'l 1
enstoners, Amonest the concessions

'he pensions 5 war wg brought up to the level of the pensioners

of the .

\ special supplementary pension and allowance for the wife and children,
matter when the marriapge took place or whe \ hildren were born
granted in respect of those me n who werc g v disabled and \'\l'l'\‘

to undertake ordinary remunerit \
ses where the origin of the disability w o lear the benefit ol
bt was, for the first time, formally and lepally siven (o the claimant.
reat advances in pensions policy, and as a re of the supplementary
]lul--]':-- of our married St. Dunstaners have, as a matter « act, received
und a week during the past year and will < » Tes herr Lives
ffectively raises the basic pension ot f2 to (3, and represents a very big advance,
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Me. Askew. the Secretary of St. Dunstan’s, who also acts as our pensions adviser, was
responsible for a splen did bit of work in getting the administration of this concession carried
through mn record time, so that within a few weeks over 750 St. Dunstanets w ho were
entitled to this increase were actually recelving it

Dunstaners who are en --ul in full time work as masseurs and telephone n[\u.n-. S,
as shopkeepers and poultry farmers, and who, in other ways, carn a normal living
feel that their turn has not come, but it will be a satisfaction to them to know tlm:, -i'u.-l||s|
their earning capacity L||l'\r|‘. below the level of '.f\_| a week at any time, llh:} too will be able
to claim this supplementary pension trom the Government,

Many of them, too, are now recelving war honuses in their jobs, or are enjoying at
least a small part of the general | o] serity, so that it may well be said that St, Dunstaners
as a whole are very | v, through parliamentary action and through administrative actio
taken by St. Dunstan’s itself, enjoyi r an easement of their conditions which must make
us all rejoice.

In the earlier years of the war 1 was able to persuade the British Legion that I]'L‘ wife’s
allowance and the children’s allowance, no matter when the wife was married }
disabled soldier, or when the children were born, was one of the most important CONCes:
required from the Government in our pensions System. The campaign of last year achieved
those who cannot work. One of the battles ;

1

a step forward in sccuring this tor
d childrens’ concession for all. This has now becomc

s to secure the same wives anc
foremost plank of Legion policy, and many friends of the Legion in the House of Common
are doing the best they can to get it imp lemented.

Dunstan’s Pensions Department is always vigilant to secure improvements, however
areat, however small. The other day a n St. Dunstaner of Ilm war pointed out to me
that it was unfair that the '\IlL'EILI.\\.ill \llowance should be taken away, not only when
a4 man was in St. Dunstan’s in training, but also when he was on holiday. 1 mentioned this
matter to Mr. Askew and he negotiated with the Ministry of Pensions a settlement of tl
matter, so that in future it will be paid to trainees when they are on holiday in
and are not in one of St. Dunstan’s homes.

There |1|u been more than twenty full dress debates on ex-dService matters du
the past year in the Housc of Commons. They include debates on Appeal Tribun:
Disabled Persons Act, the Reinstatement in Civil Employment Act, and pension cor ditions
generally. Our method of watching and representing in the House of Commons matter:
of special concern to St. Dunstaners 15 most carefully worked out, and we are extremely
vistlant., No opportun is lost to present a good case 4t an appropriate umc.

During April came the news to me that Sir Clutha Mackenzie, himself a St. Dunstaner,
who is in charge of our aflairs in Imil has completed the first six m wnths of St. Dunstan’s
training unit at Dehra Dun, in Unit ed Provinces. A note on another page of this issue will
tell of something of his lll"rllli'l'l‘.'\, .l!lll of the w Ly he has overcome them. HulL : nearl
Gfty Indian St. Dunstaners. From Canada came the news that a Training Centre for bl aded
soldiers, satlors and airmen has been ':I‘t_m'tl in Toronto. St. Dunstaners of the last w
take a |\'.|~||r||'_-‘ part in Its initiaton and mar ement and lL';LL‘i]II]_:_. From all the States of
Nustralia and from New Zealand comes news of active work In the St. Dunstan’s tradition
for newly-blinded men of this war, and here ¢ 1 St. Dunstaners of the old
who are |IL'||5iII"I most. From South Atrica the news comes to us

1 passes without a contingent of new St. Dunstaners arriving

Tembani, who bringe with them their own story
3 =

caring
are amonest those
directly, tor hardly a montl
of the conguest of blindness in its §-.||"_-.
amongst many men who have been sent there from the Middle East on their way

St. Dunstan’s in London and the St. Dunstan’s spirit earried to the ends of
TOVErnments and authorities of the Indian

its sons is the inspiration for all this work, a | the
i
aAlly

Himpire and the Dominions ave in constant touch with us for guidance and
including particularly the \merican Governr

this 1s true too of allied rovernments, ;
> a part of the blind

The richness of the wift which we have been able to impart to so k
world from the storchouse of experience, and from the success of St. Dunstaners themselves,
is something of which we and Britain may well be proud.

\t Church Stretton, too, there have been significant developments i April. The

culmination of a year of growth and experiment has been the setting up of a new
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Organisation to carry the burden of the large casualties which 1 fear may be expected as a
result of the opening of the second front. Negotiations with the War Office have released
.Ill_L'l‘II':|?]"&|Illjl'|1. \pproaches to the Ministry of Labour have helped us to secure stafl.
We have had difficulties, and we have made mistakes, but never have we been unable to
provide a bed for a blinded soldier, sailor or airman or other St. Dunstaner who has needed
it, and never have we been without facilities to set his feet on the way. The doubling,
Ol :“L.‘I'}I'.l|“:. the trebling of our organisation to meet the demands of the next few
months, however, have called for some changes, and Air Commodore G. B, Dacre, an
experienced air officer, who has spent a good part of his active service in administration
and in the charge of mixed technical training and educational and hospital establishments,
l""‘, been appointed to be the new Commandant of St. Dunstan’s at Church Stretton, A note
_ his carcer and qualifications, which will be found interesting, also appear on another page
't this issue, M., F,_.\l. Bankes-Williams, who for three years has borne the burden of the
POt Director of Training at Church Stretton, and to whom the men there gave a
pontancous presentation out of their atfection and regard for him, has become Director
of Education to take charge of braille and t)'PC\\-‘l‘l.lms_:, massage, ceography, history,
Lix 1, and special professional studies. This is the most important Ixillz:]r t|.L‘51:i rtment under
I_||u Commandant, and one which directly affects the welfare and subsequent life of all new
St. [)_-_mar.||!u|'.~, Miss Dorothy Pain, is released from the charge of the braille room
in order that her special gifts may be concentrated upon the job of Matron, but instead
of being matron of the Longmynd, which is the biggest of our houses at Church Stretton,
he was rec 1thy appointed Matron of St. Dunstan’s, to supervise the work of all the matrons
and the welfare of all the trainees and their families. \lthough Miss Pain’s present duty is
at Church Stretton, the title, Matron of St. Dunstan’s, has a much wider significance and
will, I know, be welcomed by all St. Dunstaners. ‘ ‘

To come back to Headquarters, the month of April has also seen the initiation of a
very tmportant piece of research work in association with the Industrial Health Research
i"a\-._-\nl -Iu! he Medical Research Council and the Ministry of Labour in the employment
of blinded persons in commercial, industrial and professional jobs. We hope to find other
Interesting work, besides massage, telephone operating, shopkeeping and business life
tor those of our men who have the necessary aptitude to undertake it. This dev clopment
tollows upon the most successful research which we undertook early in the wir in the

atter of |||':c_||||_g employment for blinded men in factories, in which very considerable
progress has been made,

On August 4th of this year it will be thirty vears since the Great War started, and it
1s, as 1 write, twenty-eight years since St. Dunstan’s was founded, in the spring of 1915,
Qur organisation is old in experience, strong in tradition, but if the events of the month
of .'~.||-r|}, 1944, are any guide, it is also capable of progress and change, of development,
and has in ] : ar .

1as i it the vital spark of life. IAN FRASER.

Sir Beachcroft Towse Reminder
On Sunday, April 23rd, Captain Sis The closing date of the Derby Sweepstake

Beacheroft Towse, vic., k.cv.0., C.BE., (open only to St. Dunstaners) is Friday,
celebrated  his  eightieth  birthday., The June 9th.
foll o telesram was sent by the Chair- The draw will be made on Wednesday,
man on this oces g June 14th, and those drawing a2 horse will
Over a century, blinded ex be notified the following day.
"Hl‘l _}I"”“.i __"""PJ“ generally, |’-""-I Tickets are half-a-crown cach. \|‘|’i.ii.i--
OUr noa .;|I<\'II-"||\LIL|'1-‘Iflll'\l-'..‘l!letll:ej']I\L::Illfx's}"i!‘\-llll1i.ll:jiilpltllt\l: tions should be sent to the Editon at 9-11
wser and T, and all ac St. Dunstan’s, send Park Crescent, London, W. 1.
Silver Weddings
Congratulations to Mr, and Mrs. 11,
.-'\hhc\', Lighi\\ ater, February; Mr. and
Please ace Pt yourself and kindly convey to Mts. A. .1.“'\.]{”.‘ Sh”.”-]”..hi':u' -\[‘l‘l’ 2“”1;
Lady Frascr, and all at St. Dunstan’s. my warmest Mr. and Mues. W. . Freeman, Brighton,

thanks and good wishes.—Towse. June 5th,

best of good wishes, and many happy
returns of your eightieth birthday. —I v Frasi,
.
Sir lan has received the following tele-

uram in reply

Church Stretton Notes

Everyone is back from the BHaster breal
much refreshed—and thankful that the
national emergency did not interfere with
most of our plans. Longmynd remained
open, with some stafl, for those of the men
who did not want to enter unsate X
These, and the * Tigers,” were |.L|-' busy
with walks, teas, dances, and a supper at
“The Green Dragon,” organised by the
indefatigable Miss Morris. An Ensa party
was specially welcome Variety, including
the comedienne’s delightful impression
4 Cocknev woman watching her
football match ! Every sympathy
Shean Macnamara, equipped for
telephone job that is awaiting him
Duh]in, but no permit can be obrained yet.
Hard lines ! '

Qur big new Entertainments Hall opened
at the Centre with a dance, supper an
cabaret, The Band was Jack White
Collegians, and artistes included members
of the R.ALF. Gang Show; a great evening,
but, though capable of seating 300 people,
the Hall is none too big !

Expansions have now required a Com
mandant here, and we welcome Air Com
modore Dacre, who has been appointed.
Memories of Resent's Park days rec:
\djutants who were part of h
Dunstan’s traditions in ** civvy street.”

Dances., —Another has been kindly viven
[’_\ the Sentinel W 4ageon Works Canteen in
Shrewsbury—always a treat. On the 24th
the Shropshire L'T.C. Band were again
L‘Jll\r\ct.| at the Silvester Horne lnstit LEC,
their ** last [N'li-r>1|:|.||1t'l_' ' here, Condover’
lrst inviation was a greal SUccess—everyond
was so hospitable. And Miss Weston, of
Shrewsbury, added one more o her lono
series of most popular evenings—her las
1mn ‘\“1.&"[1._' l'l-l‘.lll_"\“[

Brockhurst had another of us enjoyable
play-readings — Emlyn  William’s ** Night
must Fall ™ ; they are a great institution.

The Musical Circle organised anothe
excellent programme, with  Alfred Cave
(violin), Margarct Ablethorpe (piano), and
Kathleen Kay (vocalist) ; the Committee
renders us yeoman service in arranging thesc
|n<rm|:|_\; musical feasts.

An Ensa Variety Show at the Lnstitute,
* Passed to you,” was one of the best we
have had, and thoroughly enjoyed by a large
audience.

J'_l'r: 11s. "nl. as been (llllgf.!t.li. Loy [E.IK
by the St. Dunstan’s branch of the Red
Cross ]JL””i: a-\ Fund, from very small
beginnings wo-and-a-hal vears  ago;
trainees, V.A.D.s. tea ithice  and
| 1C a join 1 nis satsiactorn
result. .

One of ow DOYs on | v 1in Elgin
met a charmine American officer and two
still more charming ladies ; captivated by
the vivacity and Maryland accent of one of

the latter, he sought and much enjoyed her

company on several occasions. His brother
took him to task, but only aroused indigna-
: i 1 ’ 27 But she's black

“Well . . .. what about :

to the follow

nave pas 5

Braille Reading (Interpoint).—C. Beau
wnt-Edmor 5, E. Dunlop.

Braille Reading (Interline). ). Weekes,

Vickers.

Braille Writing.—I.. Cadman, |. Sim-
monds, E. Dunlop.

Typing.—W. Bowerman, A. Reagan,

PSSO,

Admitted to Hospital.—5pr. F. Cing-
: I Engineers (22), Quebec ;
Savave, R.AO.C. (29), Stranraer,
1 ; Pre. T. O, Smith, Lorne Scots of
(35), Manitoba ; Lieut. E. 8. C.
Spence, Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders,
Yetn 1ster, Dorset ; \ 1 L. X, ls;tl'li‘El.,
: (30}, Scarboro ; Pre. N. Dugdale,
s, (27), Manchester; L/Cpl.
Royval Fusiliers (27),
: Pte. A, W. Chamberlain,
Regt. (29), Tewkesbury ;
dmunds, R.AF. Reot. (28),
1 R. Swannell, Northants
) ellineborougrh : Pte. V. (
Crreen, Roval Be . |{L'_!'_|. :_.‘."J._., Rother
hithe, London; W/Sgt. E. Higgs, The
Hampshire Regt. (29), Southfields, London ;
Pte, R, P i, Seaftorth Hiehlanders
|. L. Read, R.E
coenie, Canadian
GQ.MLS. . ). Lad

et

.G Y,
McPhec
Cpl. J. Humphrey, Roy

(23), Belfast ; Sgt. W. F. Shea, Royal Marine
Commando  (22), Liverpool; L.ACW.
P. D. ["tl.]_-., wW.R.ALE. L Liskeard,
Cornwall ; Licut. G, A. Preston, Burma




Hospital and ad-

1): =y roecl
Discharge

mitted

Discharge

turn o

Lhische
114
|

L} -.-d'--l‘li.!l\

Diisc

tak

rund

: |
Cononue {

'y REVIER

St. Dunstan’s, India
Liewt ~Col, i
CH : first sixen
Duiestan’s Haostel for Indi
D, United Provinees :

“ At the close of the first six months of
active  training think a
considered wview of work for the war
blinded men in India would be appropriate.
The total number so far reliably reported

fifty-three, of whom twenty-four haye
entered here and four left.

Western civilisation has made consider-
able chanees in the lite and thought of the
people in the commercial cities of Calcutta,
Bombay, Madras, Karachi, Poona and New
Delhi, and some of the larger Indian
State and district capitals ; but 90 per
cent. of India’s four hundred millions
are still dwellers in their seven hundred
thousand villages. Almost without exception
our men belong to the small cultivator class

nl fn"l‘ Delra

work here, |

of Indian villager. The bulk of the villages
lie far from rail and road, accessible only by
devious tracks, uscable only by bullock
or horses. The monsoon isolates
of the villages for several months ;
and for a further three or four months the
heat 15 discouraging to the traveller by day,
while dacoity (zang robbery) and evil spirits
oppress the wayfarer by night. Here, then
Are various aspects of the little nuts we have
to crack.
Angle towards blindness.
mental notion in the villages 15 (ll|i|L' simple ;

The tunda
2 blind man can’t do anything. Everyone
in the village knows it, and everyone before
them has known 1t for many generations,
o he is only a foolish person who believe
otherwise.

Attitude towards the blind.
kindness,

This 15 a
mixture of callousness, and
exploitation, There is no unanimous attitude
as in Eneland that it is the duty of a blind
man’s family and his community to protect
.lillli l|(||l l]ll|'..

Caste difficulties.— The caste system,
with the collateral custom that the son
follows the father’s trade, doing that and
only that, makes them inelastic and un-
_.ll.',l\[.ll.‘}\' o some extent. Leather work of
any kind belongs to the lowest caste,
practically outcast. Basketry is also wvery
low caste, and weaving not much higher.
Tradition has saddled the Indian with these
man-made handicaps. There arc a dozen
simple jobs about him which he could do

YT, PUNST

in a twinkling of an eye ; but they are not
jobs for him. It is the sweeper, the dhobi,
the water carrier or the coolie whose tasks
these are. The soldiers, by reason of their
experience and training in the Army, are
more ready to turn their hand to things.
Iliteracy.—Illiteracy 50
another factor limiting the scope of our

course,

men. Almost all have two languages, their
mother tongues, of Tamil, Mahratti, Pun-
jabi, Hindi, Gurkhali, etc., plus Urdu, which
they learnt in the Army. Some, before they
were blinded, could write in the script of
their |11c=[]‘|(‘1' I<a[1;§l1x‘, ;Nh] -.|]Jnl|1 a rhird of
them have learnt in Army classes to write
elementary Urdu in Roman script. About
three of the men can now type letters in
Roman Urdu, and one, the Burman Karen
in English. This may give them a little
occupation in their villages as letter writers,
in :|iMilinn to ;'lddin_'_f to [|\(_":|' status as
possessors of typewriters. It is difficult to
find people who can write letters to their
homes in a script anyone in the village
can read, and hard, too, to find terms and
deseriptions they will comprehend.
Prospects and Policy

In the face of this somewhat gloomy
picture, it may well be asked as to how suc-
cessful St. Dunstan’s principles can be in
their .15\[\“(';llillli to the Indian war- blinded.,
Six months of L‘\!\L‘]'i{‘ﬁi't' have not altered
the five-point policy with which I began:

l. Giving the men back their confidence,
manliness, and personal independence. In
this we are being definitely successful.

2 l |'.ll'|||1l'.'l |hl.' maen il'l "-il!][‘](' V ||].|_'_i'
trades they can foll sw when they return
home. This is going moderately well, but
we want more trades, suitable to  the
different castes and to the supplies of material
and markets available. The raw material
must in _'.',L'nm':ll be a pl'tuhlﬂ of the
men’s immediate HLil"lhl'flllll'hlllJLl‘ and their
I|||:'\I|:'c| d I'Ii('|‘_“-- l|1|.' ‘-.1|1l]1|:' \':I“fll\'_'lt' 1'1L'l'l|\.

. I'raining  in music and recreations.
This is also going not at all badly,

4. Grants for home

industries the men have learnt, for housing,

marriage, and other necds.

setting  up  the

5. To look out for men of above averave
character and ability, with a wview to
training them for civilian blind  welfare
'-.'\zsl'|\. Or SOome -Illl\l<|!|liillll’_ IIL‘(‘LI[\_JI’if!II.

[t is clear that no after-care system such
s we have in England is at all feasible.

With the present attitude of the Indian
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“In Memorp

Corporal Annie Ibbetson, Wamen's Auxiliary Air Foree

It is with |in|> regret that we record the death of Annie Ihbetson, of Leeds, at the early age of
rwenty-nine.

Enlisting in the W A AF. in 1941, she was invalided out two years later, since when she has been
practically bed-ridden, in addition to her blindness.  She came under 8t. Dunstan’s care only in January,
1944, but, although she had been a St. Dunstaner such a short time, we had learned to admire her patience
and fortitude in the face of much suflering.

At the funeral, the Girl Guides' Association, of which Annie was a prominent member, was
represented by the District Commissioner and a detachment of local Rangers. A wreath from Sir lan Fraser
was among the many flowers,

Our sincere sympathy is extended to her mother in her loss.

Private Robert .'\it'(‘.!ltwii.L‘_\‘ Reoval Army | eterinary Corps

With deep regret we record the death of R, McCluskey, of Crewe.

He served with the RAV.C, from November, 1915, until January, 1917, but although his sight
was affected as a result of his service, he did not come to St. Dunstan’s until 1929, He was trained as a
basket-maker and ecarried on this occupation until » end of 1941 Recently he had taken a part-time post
at Toe H, a source of great interest to him -

His death occurred very suddenly,  He had ealled upon his doctor as he was not feeling well, and
he passed away in the doctor’s surgery

A wreath from Sir Ian Fraser and his St. Dunstan’s comrades was among the flowers at the funeral
at which his son, serving in the Army, was given leave to attend,

Our sincere sympathy is extended to his widow and her son.

Private George B. Bond, 5th Australian Pioneers

We have heard with deep regret of the death of G. B, Bond, of Midland Junction, Western Australia.

Blinded near 5t. Quentin, in September, 1918, he came to us on January 1st, 1919, and left nine
months later to return to his own country, after being trained as a boot repairer and netter.  He was not,
|'|||\\'l'\ (&) :I"‘l( to {l" VCry much in ||'||‘- direction, a L '-'|J||L"Ll] ||-"||I hL'.'“.{ [l'[llll"l'. }ll' l'|.|L| |-l|lI Nl'\'L'rH] I\'L':‘l'ﬂ
heen Vice-President of the Western Australia Blinded Soldiers’ Association.

His death took place on June 19th last, at the age of 55,

Our very sincere sympathy is extended to his widow and to her three sons, all of whom are serving
n ||I(' ||'['l'l'\_ as \I'lL”HLI.'J?\.

v Births ’ Blinded Prisoners of War
PeTERS.—To the wife of W. Pe of

Huyton, Liverpool, on Avril 27th. a son Blinded prisoners of war in (:L‘l’t]‘lﬂl‘l}' are
B ol att ' now housed at |hL? small spa of Soden,
Srantar.—To the wife of G, Stanley. of a former sanatorium.
Market Harborough (new war St On March 3lst, the British patients
Dunstaner), a son—Godfrey Glynne. numbered fifteen, of which three are totally
McCrarnan.—To Mrs., E. McClarnan, of blind. The senior British Medical Officer is
Poulton-le-Fylde (new ar St. Dun Major Charters, who was with the other
staner), a son. oroup of blinded prisoners of war at
Blind Persons’ Pensions Kloster Haina, and who have since been
St. Dunstaners are reminded that if they repatriated.
are drawing the Blind Persons Pension and The impression gained by a visiting
their income has increased since the pension representative of the Protecting Power on
was awarded, they should immediately January 20th was a good one. The camp is
notify the local Pensions Officer of the a great improvement on Kloster Haina, the
Customs and Excise, whose address can be general atmosphere being of an ordinary
obtained from the Post Office. In the event hospital, not of one connected with
of the pension being decreased or stopped, prisoners of war. Four to six men share a
St. Dunstan’s should be advised. room, all of which have running water laid
Missing now in l'lngl;md on. The patients have single spring beds,
Mr. and Mrs. |. O’Brien, of Skelmersdale, rood food, and are well cared for by Roman
whose youngest son has been reported Catholic Sisters, who are also accommo-
missing, have now heard that he is in dated in part of the building,
haspital i+ Ergland, Major Charters says that the German
Wanted to Purchase doctor in command gives every possible
CHiLp’s Dori’s Prav.— Details please to assistance in the circumstances.
C. Brampton, 4 Hornsev Lane Gardens, It is hoped the Braille School will be
Highgate, N.6. re-established shortly.
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