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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

St. Dunstan’s Hospital Moves

T, DUNSTAN’S Hospital Unit has moved from Church Stretton to Stoke Mandeville,
near Aylesbury. As soon as war broke out we established at Brighton a Hospital Unit
in the closest possible association with the Training Centre, so that newly-blinded men

micht come into contact with the St. Dunstan’s atmosphere at the earliest possible momeat.
l'or nearly five years the Hospital Unit has rendered most valuable services, treating wounds
of all kinds, but notably wounds of the eye, nose, throat and ear, and those requiring plastic
surgery, Proximity to the Training Centre has been a great advantage, for the two bodies
could help cach other. By moving to Aylesbury we lose this advantage, but we will make
up for it as best we can, and we gain some other advantages. Our Hospital Unit is now two
or three or more Wards in a |\i§" one-thousand-bedded ||r15-'.pi!'.11. Since the cases come to
us at a very early stage, the multiple wounds which are present in many instances can be
dealt with on the spot, for every kind of specialist treatment is available or near at hand.
[ncidentally, a consequence of the move is to provide much needed extra accommodation
in Church Stretton itself, where facilities for larger numbers of men have already been
prepared and are increasing.

The Wards at Stoke Mandeville will be called St. Dunstan’s Wazrds, and the Unit as
a whole, which includes all social and occupational service, will be called St. Dunstan’s Unit.
Mr. Walter G. Howarth, nose, throat and ear surgeon; Mr. T. Pomfret Kilner, plastic
surgeon ; and Mr. R, C, Davenport, ophthalmic surgeon, remain consultants to St. Dunstan’s,
and will undertake the work at Stoke Mandeville. At Church Stretton there will be a sick
bay where minor operative treatment and the day to day ailments of the St. Dunstan’s family
can be dealt with, and Mr. Davenport will visit Church Stretton regularly every week to
consult and undertake minor operative treatment and deal with the many ophthalmological
matters that arise In our L‘nlnmllniif;.

I should like to express the gratitude of all St. Dunstaners to surgeons, nurses, orderlies,
and social workers for the splendid tradition they have built up in St. Dunstan’s Hospital,
and the services they have rendered. In particular I would like to express the thanks of all
who have passed through the Hospital and of the staff to Miss Postlethwaite, who retires
from the Matronship of the Hospital. Hundreds of St. Dunstaners will remember with
::.-'J".ll]llldL' her L\rlrt'l.'»h'lmm] hkj”, as well as the I.J.lldchl;l:'uliﬂ_:_'_ 11L‘|1_1 she gave them in their
carly days of blindness, and all will wish her good luck in het future sphere of activity.

IAN FRASER.
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Notes and News
V. Dale, of Midhurst, who, as reported
last month, has been raffling a bicyele in aid

of the Red Cross, eventually realised no less .

than [196—ncarly double his target,
b3 * *

Durine ** Salute the Soldier? week i
Marp . Fletcher’s hen laid an cpp
weighing four and a balf ounces. He put it
i a shop window with this notice : * This
|'|L'|| i]::ﬁ \1|||';l_ ||<'1' |)!T; see 1]':.l| Vil lll'
vours.’ .

b1 * *
H. Carpenter, of King’s Langley, with
\merican i""'l""" farmer now in ‘the
LLS. Army, and a Dutch poultty farmer,
took part in a brains trust held by Acton
Poultry and Rabbit Club recently.
" * *
. Williams, |||..'\|'-I|\|L v, has several tme:
been a blood donor.
* * »
\ tray made by F. A. Cole, of Acock:
Green, realised 30 during  the local
dalute the Soldier Week.
Silver Weddings

Congratulations to the following, who ai

celebrating silver w |.||u||r]_:' anniversarie
Mr. and Mrs. E. Fearn, East Kirkby,
June 23rd; Mr. and Mrs. A. . Stracey,
St Fd i|||:|||', |||i'-. lnll‘l: Mr. and \:.'.'
. Fehixstowe, July 14th « M, and

Bryer, Yate, Gloucester, July

and Mrs. R. Young, Tweed
rwick-on-Tweed, July 261h.

Marriages

CIn '\:’llll Ist, Ronald

'l|\s[f'i.:l'l'l| Prisoncr), Lo

ar St. James’s Church,

At the Roman Catholic

Cathedral, Shrewsbury, on June 124
[hn Arthur Lee (new war St. Dunst:

\I,II\Ic"\ Weston,

BRI FlaLtamM.—On July 8th,
Webber, of Barneburst (new w
Dunstancer) to Dorothy Hallam, daucehre
of Mr. and Mrs. W, Hallam, of Bdgwarc
(last war St. Dunstaner),

sENEFICR—OrALk.—On August 1st, T, E.
Ienchek, of |"H'.;||1-I‘lfJ tor Miss Chalk, for
vears an  escort at St. Dunstan’s
Brighton Home.
»
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Church Stretton Notes
Church Stretton * Salute the Soldier
week was from June 10th—17th,
Dunstan’s Féte on \\‘-'.|'i;--‘].lj-.', thi 14
was the outstanding event of the month

and

the

survived and even enjoved. Only one hour’s
'| Was '\.".(':'|5.-|{\l.'\]. L'_;']Il CY e _":[.Il]l'\
cave up the half-holiday to make the Féte
the bumper success it was; the financial
e ults aALc -_" Loet 3 \|<_'I.|i| |h_l->\‘\'. Warm
conuratulations are due to the Committee,
omposed of staff and trainees, for the
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the saxophone, and the team of six piano
accordionists, Well done, all! But far more
moving than any hieh level |u1'|u rformance
or the fun was the trinmph over disability
that opening fanfare of trumpet
mony, the two players with but fous
fingers between them : Drummer Gay
looking so happy ; and David Bell's trom
bone solo, just as if he had two good hand

Each achieving the impossible again

In the Mocl \uctio - ;'|.\'|i-\.'\-._-".
Hart and Ron Dttridee were venr
The tit-bit was a 9lb. ¢z o o nade by Bel
which fetched rly .J’:_||’|"||-|| vorder, s
whisky in it!), and was pronoun:

everyone to be so delectable,

The huge prize lottery was oro:
entirely by Bob Black and Reg, Th
and the record sum all extorted by
from their friends @ a cood plece
(In top of all, the evening dance,
St. Dunstan’s Band } furn
.S L.
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The following amounts, in round ficures,
have already been distributed @ Brivish Red
Cross and St. John, 8 RIALE. Benevolent
."\!|I-|"-,
Royal
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\ir Fund,
e, £99;
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Parliament Debates War Pensions
War Pensions were debated ao i l

House of Commons on Jul

opening remarks the Ministe

(5ir Walter Womers

issue of the White ]3:I|-n_l' 1n

l'.'![]tl‘.'ll.l'.'l': i-'-l war |‘\_| - |
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oreat assistance o -
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of ex-Service men and women
continued : “ Mav 1 also express
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for Lonsdale (o1r [. Fraser) fi
being done for the blind at
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their disabilities.”
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in the debate follows :
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number of
illness which
Government
averavated by
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civilian cases
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perhaps a1
vice, being treated in
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disabled men between the
bv the Minist of Pensions
‘\']Z.Il‘. cxtent DY other Min

many voluntary agencics
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British Legion, the Roval Air TForce

Benevolent Fund, or in its own sphere,
St. Dunstan’s, and, thirdly, with the many
thousands of individual people, such as the
employer who takes special trouble to find
job for a disabled man, the trade union
1al who waives a rule for him, his
ill.‘.‘.'l s Or \‘.'jlf W h" ‘-‘.'L‘l\"‘”‘jl.: hi”\ 11”(_-'-.
home, and do everything that lies in their
power to make his disability seem as licht as
possible. They all join together in contribu-

o the well Eu'irl_.’ and rehabilitation of

he man who has been seriously wounded.
The psychological condition of the man
who has lost limbs, eves, or health is a
tender thing that wants special study. Men
rrieve at first for their loss. Some go through
1 stage of depression, which is followed by
beginnings of recoverv—the beginning

f ambition, and of determination to make
the best of thi . Some are courageously
licht-hearted. It is a tremendous desire
for normality and recovery. The man
wants very badly to show and feel that he
IS 1Ot S0 badly disabled after all. 1f, at that
moment, he is given the impression that
officials are going to take advantage of that,
and are toing to do less for him because he
is able to do so much for himself, his
confidence is |:|'~l, and the Ministry becomes
his enemy, instead of his friend. The
inister should err on the side '|1-_'L'I‘_Z[]!_'1'l 1S1EY
dealings with him, so that he

may feel that the nation really means to do
everything possible for him, and does not
mean to cut him by too strict an application
of regulations. The British Legion, under
the very able and devoted '\'IIIl.[:‘Il_'L’ ol
Brigadier General Fitzpatrick, its national
chairman, has three functions, all of
which arc (\lir\\_'l". allied to the work of
the Ministry of Pensions. One is that of
|u.‘i‘:L‘\ll|u|':L'L-. [t takes |||3 the II(H CaS¢s, flls
in the gaps, meets the anor ]:L“, which no
Government system can wlly fulfil, and
1 personal interest which no Govern-

ment Department can so effectively give,
[t co-operates with the inister in the
dav-to-day Illi|lj‘\[1!1l_1|1| of cases. The Lecion
a powerful fighting force, not intending
to ]'ll'jng undue |.\r.\|ltsu,:| pressure on anyone,
but certainly intending to voice powerfully,
in all the constituencies throughout the
land, and here in Parliament, the view that
this people intend to do riehtly and justly
and gencrously by the serving men and

women when they come back,

The minimum pensinn
disabled soldier who
aow L2 10s., an i Mo

cinal fat vate of 2. We do not feel

that is |||u|'-‘|].'.. We Feel that the minimum
rate should ooy 1o L3 10)s We aslk foar an
economic  supplement ] Hat-rat
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| dyoare carntne monev. That brine
us to a point which I made earlicr, that it 1
VEEY 1mportant not Lo Ppur a
idleness, not to encoura
Lii||‘i--‘ |'\:|II\, anel -'|'-_';'
liul]l!"L"l sl.--'-.-_.lllll . F
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¥ | 1
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; or “ When
If a man is unemp
allowance and tl

n
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'-llllll\ll'- '.-.r'\lll". S pension, |I'|| it the maj
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pension, what happens? [is wife does n
-'IL'I'IE'I_'::H"-\‘.:' ¢, W oorse than that, whe
ches, even ]
disability, she does not qu
widow’s P sion. She may have given hi
all the |1c'||\ 11 arld to enable him 1o
stay at work so lon roo A 0Ar 1S an anomaly
which, [ think, must be looked int

| |'-||i1L' the Government
:'nrl]t'r\.»‘f-m, 1T |--I[it'i||_t|;:,
toy children, Consider these :l1-;||'||.|!"; + The
allowance for the child of a serving soldier
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s 12s. Gd.; tor the child of a deceased
soldier it is 11s.; and for the child of a
oldier disabled in the highest degree it is
7 fu|. The time will come \\|1L'.|1 [hc.hL:
anomalies will have to be put right. 1 ask
the Government to look at them now., A
child costs the same to feed, whether the
tather is livinge or dead, When the father s
liilled seems the time to increase, rather than
1y n\]l;ﬂ‘ the h P at any rate, It 1s not rJlL'
time to reduce it.

There is a very strong case for the State
paying a peénsion to a parent when a man
\ in t, making an allotment to the
parent.

Il am not satistied with the way artificial
are IH.Ilii' .|||c] Proy I\|\_'l.1. .l.'llk' ':ll.f]li(,'i;li
||:|'- 1 cCertaln 'I'.L'llll'.'.l |:|'||"'-"l'r“Il-L', ]'I'll[

1S main ]I'I:'lll'l.l".'L'i.' 15 .|i.1!‘L”.H':l|]('L', 1[ IJL].LI\]-H"
therefore, to be perfect, a work of art. In
ract, the method of proy I-'.lll].-_ .|t'ij|][_‘|;t| cyes
1s to send a trayful to a hospital, where the
wurgeon will pick one which he likes the
look of, and it will be ordered, by a code
number, from a central store. The pleces

will be sent down and they will be more or

L
less ||Il_'_l|I, But ** more or less !'!I:'JH > s not
enouvgh, Artificial eyes ought not to come
off the peg; chey ought to be made just

ome countries technicians, of a

ce of art and skill, go around the

see the individual men, and make

In some cases they make them
vhile vou we

What 1 hear about artificial legs 15 that
they are very good. They are easy things to
subsutute, because they have a "'||51[‘]L'
function to pertorm, and they work very
well, But with artificial hands that is not the
case. The human hand is a wonderful
mstrument, with s Hexibility and its
capacity, hardly capable of being imitated
in wood, iron, or any other material.
Although some men use artificial hands tor
their jobs, and some wonderful successes
are attained, there are a !:II'I!'IL' number of

in which an claborate and expensive
of apparatus 1s proy ided, to be hung
k of a door unless there is a party

i, That is the truth, and 1t 1s better that
we shauld not blufl ourselves about it. The
Minister should hear the facts. In other
countries there are new materials and
de s, not hitherto incorporated in the
hands that are made here. Nor can a hand
suitable for a one-handed man be doubled
for a man who has lost both hands —

different considerations arise. Nor is it true
that a hand suitable for man who can see
is suitable for men who cannot sce. I have
eight or nine men who have lost both their
hands and their eyes—and in the last war,
when there were five times the casualties we
have had so far in this war, we had only
one such case.

The Ministry have tried to help ; they
have hurried up Roehampton, and have
done their best ; but-a new view is wanted.
What is done at Roechampton I must praise.
There is kindliness and good fh_r.inl-,_r by the
surgeons, and quick and good work by the
manufacturers. But there are two things that
we want, We want a more ready ear on the
part of the Ministry of Labour, to help the
Ministty of Pensions limb-fitting agencies,
and to provide skilled technicians to enable
St. Dunstan’s to do its ﬁlﬁtrn‘.iaﬂ work. The
Ministry of Pensions should itself set up a
research department, to find out what are
the new materials and the new methods.
Where men have lost legs, arms, or eyes
and sometimes more than one of these —no
skill and thought is too much to give.

I would sum up by saying that between
last yvear and this the Ministry of Pensions
heve, in my opinion, done better. Let us
thank them and the Government, and do not
let us forget the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, who had 2 good deal to do with
l|1L' more geAerous arrangements II'.,JL]l_' last
vear, But let us tell them that we shall not

be satisfied until they do much better still.”

Melplash News

Seventeen members of the R.ALOLB. Duke
of York Lodge, Beaminster, and Miss Dori
Britton, a member of the Women's Land
\rmy, visited Melplash on June 20th and
gave St. Dunstaners a wonderful evening
with a programme of choruses, songs and
recitations. One item, a song, 'l Walk
Beside You,” was given by Bro. 8. Loram,
our St. Dunstaner.

Free cigarettes and a bottle of beer fo
cach man was another kindly thought which
was much .:l\pn-uj;nud, and, like the concert,
ureatly enjoyed.

R.A.O.B. News

Congratulations to ], Jackson, of
Patcham, who was raised to the Third
Devree (K.O.M.) at the Queen Alexandra

Lodge, Brighton, on June 18th.
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“In Memorp

Rifleman John Bertie Wheeler, Roya/ Irich Riffes

With deep regret we record the death of 1. B. Wheeler, of Birmingham.

He served with the Roval Irish Rifles from July, 1917, until May, 1919, From the outset he was n very
sick man, having contracted sleeping sickness while on service, but in his quict way he was able to carry on
taught to him after he came to St, Dunstan’s in 1929,
later he returned home, but h

1 littde while with netting,
While on a visit to the Blackpool Home he was taken seriously ill
died very -\.'-n-'||_\ afterwards in !lrth|\;'1l|.
A wieath from Sir lan Fraser and his comrades at St. Dunstan’s was among the tlowers,
Our sincere sympathy is extended to his wife, who had nursed him devotedly for so many years, an

s son.

Mrs. M. Moore

Lt is with deepest regret that we announce
the death of Mirs. Margaret Moore,
Telephony lnstructress and Placement
Officer at St. Dunstan’s since 1917.

Mrs. Moore was taken ill at St. Dunstan’s
IHeadquarters on Friday, July 7th. For some
days, although her condition was serious,
It was hn[u'd she would l';-l”_\', but she
passed away on Friday, July 14th, without
recovering full consciousness.

Mrs. Moore came to us in 1917, from the
National Telephone Exchange, where she
had been a supervisor, to undertake the
training of St. Dunstaners in what was then
d New ;\r'-:t'ux-nu-, To her -'-.|'.|l1,1||1u11'i' and
greatly due the amazing
success our telephonists of the last war have
wchieved in all parts of the country. But not

skilful training

|.u|' this '.[:III‘\ SNC 1'L'|11L‘1I1I!L'I'L'tl l'l\'
St. Dunstaners. '|'hu_'\ will recall also her
lkindliness and |||1l1r|':-l‘||||||r1;;‘ her intense
h and their families,
r their training but through-

interest in s *“boys *
1t ll";l". ll'llll!:'
ot ‘-ll\!I |".\‘-'. .|'|‘l“ |]L'l' l]]l‘\l\'.l]'!l]l'_'_ .‘*L'['\'i(t'
at all times to ensure their success in the
profession of which she was so proud.
“We shall miss her cheery word, her
inspiring influence, and kindly help in a
;7 said one of her men, and
this will be echoed by St. Dunstan’s last war

hundred ways

telephonists in all parts of the country.
Mr. W. I, Ottaway represented St
Dunstan’s at the funeral, which took place
at Enfield Crematorium on July 18th.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Miss (u-ll\ll'-|ll|‘, ||\'| -\jhlt\'1', who is also so
well known to our ru]ui'nlluﬂrrls, and to the
other members of her family in their sad

Wounded
The son of Mr. and Mrs, H. H. Barnard,
of Wanstead, was wounded in action
in Normandy in the early days of the
invasion, and is now in hospital

Birth
SmicLETON.—To the wife of A. H.
Singleton, of Castle Bytham, on June
28th, a daughter.

Deaths
We offer our sincere sympathy to the
following :
Kemee.—To S, Kempe, of Redruth, whose
wife |1;1.~.:~u1 away on July 13th, after a
long illness.

ManrspeN,—To Mr. and Mrs. E. Marsden,

of Pendleton, whose daughter, Rosie,
died on JlJ]_\ I 7th.
To Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Rogers,

whose son died on June

ROGERS.
of Bi

22nd as the res f 2 motor accident.,

o

St. Dunstan’s Bridge Club

On Saturday, April 15th, Messrs. Lyons,
of Cadby Hall, brought along a team to
oppose us in our first duplicate match of the
season; it was an excellent one and resulted
in a win for us. On the first Saturday in June
our friend, |. Callow, brought along a team
from the Post Office, and this match ended
in a win for the visitors. On June 17th,
another of our friends, |. Waller, came along
with a team from the Civil Service, and we
]'n.‘L‘lll.\lL'tl Our Ht_'t‘nl]d WL,

Our first Bridge Drive took place on
Saturday, May 20th, when A. Waite and hi
pa rtner, and F. Winter and his partner were
the prize-winners.

Many League matches have been played
during the past tew months, ind also much
friendly
forward, ere the season closes, to more
excellent Bridge and pleasant companion
ship.

May 1 extend the O el wishes of the Club
to our Captain and his wife, Mr. and Mrs.

1'l1|)|'-n_'l |Il|l|_"_(_ H ilrltl W look

H. Gover, upon their silver wedding, and
L0 CXPress the ||II5\L' that I'_"l'Hll.:. health and
cood Bridge may be theirs for the future.

R.P.C.
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