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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
Her Majesty The Queen Visits St. Dunstan’s

HE visit of Her Majesty the Queen to our Training HEstablishment at Ovingdean, on

February 26th, was an event of the greatest significance for St. Dunstan’s and St

Dunstaners all over the world. T am sure that 1 express for all the members of our
world-wide family the honour done to our organisation on this occasion. As readers will
learn from other pages, the Queen made the visit an informal and friendly affair, and I am
sure that the recollection that will be uppermost in the mind of anyone who was there
will be Her Majesty’s charming voice and manner, which made even the most nervous
feel at ease in talking with her.

Many members of St. Dunstan’s Council were present to greet the Queen, and at a
meeting held shortly after the visit, a resolution was passed expressing appreciation of the
arrangements made by the Commandant and his staff, and the thanks of the Council to
all trainees for their share in the success of the Royal Visit was placed on record.

St. Dunstaners in the Union

[ went to South Africa on private family business, but while I was there attended six
ex-Servicemen’s meetings, including three St. Dunstan’s Reunions. Lady Fraser and I
met a number of South African St. Dunstaners who live in or near the big centres, such as
Cape Town, Johannesburg, and Durban, and also some relatives of South Africans who are
at present in training in Britain. 1 gave the best wishes of St. Dunstaners in England to
St. Dunstaners in South Africa, and they asked me to bring their greetings back. 1 also
attended a meeting of St. Dunstan’s, South Africa, Committee, at which Mr. Alers Hankey
presided, and where we discussed many business matters of mutual interest.

Many old friends of Mrs, Chadwick Bates will be glad to know that, although she had
a touch of 'flu while we were in South Africa, she is on the whole very well and, | l'lltru;',]‘d',
as I have always thought, that she was doing a wonderful job of work for South Africa
and for us.

The Four Rights

The right stuff, the right place, the right time, and the right price. This was the
formula given to me by Bill Shakspeare for successful shopkeeping when 1 visited him at
his business and home in Sheldon, near Birmingham, earlier this month.

“1 have heard some disabled ex-Servicemen,” he told me, * say that the public ought
to buy from them because they have been blinded or crippled. It isn’t any good,” he said
emphatically, * you have got to give value, whoever you are.”
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HER MAUJESTY greets
Sapper T. C. McKay (top
left] before visiting the
engineering, boot-repairing
and weaving shops, and the
Braille Room. (Below left)
Sir lan Fraser introduces
Ted Miller, at his handless
leom, to the Queen.
[Centre) Her Majesty re-
ceives a bouquet from Eileen
Gould. [Top right) The
Queen stops for a word
with J. H. Palmer, working
an assembly, Sir Neville
Pearson accompanies Her
Majesty to the Rug Room,
where she is talking to Eric
Jones. The Queen watches
John Proctor, handless St.
Dunstaner, at his type-
writer, and the trainees at
work in the upholstery
section. The Queen, with
Air Commodore Dacre,
looks at the view from the
Sun Bay of the building.
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St. Dunstan’s Bridge Club

On February 28th the Club held its
10th Annual General Meeting at Park
Crescent, under the most congenial and
able direction of its airman, Mr. A.
Mackay. There was a record vathering of
twenty-three members, including three
members of the recent war. It is hoped
that many more vounver St. Dunstaners
will come alonge and intuse new vigour an
blood in the Club.  Reports of the Captain
and Secretary reflecred the Club’s extensive
activities, and the Treasurer’s statement
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“In Memorp”’

Private Frederick Ashworth, Labawr Corps

We record with deep regret the death of F. Ashworth, of Gorleston-on-Sea.

His sight failing as a result of his war service, he came to St. Dunstan’s in 1918, where he trained in
basket-making and netting.

He had for some time been ill in hospital, and he passed away there on February 15th,

He leaves a widow and adopted child, to whom we offer our sincere sympathy.

Private Thomas Powell, Labowr Corps

With deep regret we record the death of T. Powell, of Brighton.

His sight failed after his service with the Labour Corps, and he was admitted to St. Dunstan’s in 1921,
where he trained in telephony.

His death was unexpected; he passed away in his sleep on February 11th,

Tommy Powell was a single man, and our sympathy is extended to his brother.

Lance Corporal William James Hallam, 2ud Sherwood Foresters

It is with deep regret that we record the death, on March 7th, of W. ]. Hallam, a permanent resident
at West House,

Wounded at Namur in 1914, he came to St, Dunstan’s in 1915, left us and was re-admitted in 1927,
when he trained as a telephonist, The funeral took place at Uxbridge and the wreaths included one from
the Directors of his old firm, the Dairy Suppl_v Co. It was inscribed, ** To the best telephone operator ever,
with grateful thanks for extremely efficient, courteous and devoted service.”  St. Dunstaners Harry Day and
Mark Sheridan were present from West House.

L Our deep sympathy goes out to his daughter, Dorothy, who is married to Leslie Webber, a St. Dunstaner
3 o
of the: 15555 W, Sergeant Walter H. Thorpe, 15/ Suffolé Regiment

With deep regret we record the death of W. H. Thorpe, of Chelmsford.

He received wounds which led to his blindness at Ypres in 1915, and he came to St. Dunstan’s three
years later. He trained as a joiner, but later took up a post as a porter in an ir'l.iirr'n;ir_\'.

He passed away on March 5th, after a short illness.

Our sincere sympathy is extended to his widow and family.

Private John Benson, Royal Army Service Corps

It is with deep regret that we record the death of . Benson, of Boroughbridge.

As a result of service in Palestine and Egypt, his sight failed and his hearing was also greatly affected.
He was discharged from the Army in 1919 and came to us the following year. He trained as a poultry farmer
and took a keen interest in his work right up to the time of his death, in spite of very indifferent health for
some time,

Our deep sympathy does out to his widow and children.

John William Burge, Merchant Navy

We record with deep regret the death of another of our permanent residents of West House,

J. W. (* Dicky ") Burge.
- Discharged from the Merchant Navy in 1915, he came to us the following year. He was eventually
trained ; boot repairer and mat-maker, but for some yvears was not able to work, and after the death of his
second wife had been one of our permanent residents.  He suffered considerably, but his death on February
19th occurred only a few days after he had been confined to his bed.

“ Dicky " and his dominoes had become quite a part of the life of West House and he will be missed.

Trooper Robert Peat, Royal Tank Regiment 7

With deep regret we record the death of R. Peat, of Carlisle, a St, Dunstancr of the 1939—45 war,

Enlisting in July, 1940, he was discharged in March, 1946. His sight had failed and he was in a very
low physical condition. He was admitted to St. Dunstan’s benefits in December, 1947, but training of any
sort was impossible. He died following an operation at Edinburgh Royal Infirmary on February 14th. He
was taken home to Carlisle to be buried, and Mr, and Mrs, Wooldridge were among the mourners.

Our sympathy goes out to his family, and particularly to his sister, who nursed him.

Births Marriages

; . Hewerr—Wincacomse.—On February 7th,
BoseLey.—On February 11th, to the wite G. Hewett, of Liverpool, to Mrs.

of A. H. Boseley, of Liscard, \\':1H:l?u\', Winchcombe.

a son—Albert Harry Alexander Brian, CrRADDOCK.—On February 7th, R. Crad-
FavLkner.—On February 11th, to the wife dock, of Great Sankey, \\'ilf]'l“.iil‘m-

of W. D. Faulkner, of Smethwick, a DurANT.—On February 21st, G. Durant

daughter—Peggy Ann. of Worthing. Death ¥

SErDET.—On August 22nd, to the wife of PooLe.—Our deep sympathy goes out to
A. M. Serdet, of Edgham, a daughter— [. H. Poole, of Redditch, whose wife
Rosemary Elaine. passed away on February 28th.
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