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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
ONGRATULATIONSto St. Dunstaner Patrick Garrity, who was telephone operatorat
the British Legion Headquarters from September, 1919, to September, 1947, on being

awarded the British Empire Medal. A wide circle of St. Dunstaners and of ex-Service
men generally will remember his cheerful welcome to all who called up the British Legion.

Another St. Dunstaner who received the British Empire Medal is W. A. Biggs, of
Leicester, who has acted as St. Dunstan’s Voluntary Organiser in that area for a number of
years andhas raised over £10,000in aid of its funds. Congratulations to him.

Congratulations also to Sir Brunel Cohen, who becomes a Knight Commanderofthe
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire, for his work as Chairman of the National

Advisory Council on the Employmentofthe Disabled. Limbless himself, he was the Member
of Parliament to be returnedin the 1918 Election to take up the cause of ex-Service men, and
he has made their welfare his life’s work. He was for twenty-five years Honorary Treasurer
of the British Legion, and for twenty-four years has been a Member of the Council ofSt.
Dunstan’s, and has been a familiar figure at manyof our gatherings.

The New London Club—A Warning
The new Club at 191 Marylebone Road is nowin use. It opened unofficially on

Monday, May 31st, and on Tuesday, June 8th a number of the London men gathered to

discuss the details of the Club and to elect a Committee. A full report of the proceedings
is printed elsewhere.

We warned St. Dunstaners in the April issue of the Revrew that in view of the fast
moving traffic in Marylebone Road, they and their escorts should take particular care in
approaching Headquarters from the opposite side of Marylebone Road.

There is a Belisha crossing a few yards away from Headquarters and Mr. Askew—
because he was mindful of the danger—asked the Ministry of Transport whether warning
signs could be erected to show motorists that they were in the vicinity of a building used by

war-blinded men and women and whether a press-button traffic signal which would stop
traffic could be installed outside the building.

The matter was investigated by the Regional Engineers, but they advised that no
special steps could be taken. The press-button signal was impracticable in view of the weight
of traffic, and special warning notices for blind people could not be erected as to do so would
attract applications from other sections of the community, and a widespread variety of notices
all over the country would tend to make motorists ignore them.

I felt that this matter should be reviewed at the highest level and wrote a personal
letter to the Minister about it. The Minister asked senior officials of his Department to
consider the matter and they spent some time in investigating the problem on the spot. 
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They, however, advised the Minister and me that no special precautions could be taken
which would have the effect of making the road safer for St. Dunstaners, and theystressed,
as we have done, the warning that our men shouldnot attempt to cross the road by themselves,
but should always be accompaniedbyan escort and use existing Belisha crossings.

In Parliament

As I write this note on June 9th, we have just concluded the Committee stage of the

Finance Bill, the legislation that puts into force the provisions of the Budget. We hada

gruelling time in the House, including two nights when we got home in the early hours,

and two all-night sittings. Amongst many hundreds of subjects varying fromthe tax on beer

to Imperial preference, there were three items in which I took a hand which I think will be

of interest to ex-Service men generally and St. Dunstaners particularly.
I moveda newclause to take the Purchase Tax off motor cars bought by 100percent.

pensioners. There were, I said, two reasons for this new clause. Firstly, I w anted the three-

wheeler motorinvalid chair, now provided by the Ministry for a limited number ofparaplegic

and other limbless men, withdrawn and a small four-seater car substituted.

power Ford, Morris or Austin would cost no more than a three-wheeled chair and would
Aneight-horse-

give more comfort, better protection and greater safety. But if a normal vehiclelike this

was provided, then the wife, or members ofthe family, might useit and it might be considered

that Purchase Tax should have been paid. It would, I said, be ungenerous to these men to

deny thema four-seater vehicle for this reason; that was why myclause included the words,

“Primarily for the use of ex-Service men,” so that the motor car could also be used on

occasions by his family. The other reason for taking the Purchase Tax off was that many

100 per cent. pensioners needed a car for business or pleasure, or both. Purchase Tax did

not hurt the rich, but greatly handicapped the poor, and the men for whomI was speaking

could not, in manycases, afford the high price of a car, especially with Purchase Tax on it.

The Government refused the concession, but it was stated that the Minister of Pensions

was considering replacing the three-wheelers by four-wheelers and that he was getting out

a scheme to provide such vehicles in cases where all the man’s circumstances, including

the nature of his disability and business, would warrant it. Although we pressed the

Financial Secretary to give details he would not do so, but said that the Minister of Pensions

would shortly be making a statement. T accordingly put down a question to ask for further

details, and this will, I hope, have been answered by the time these words go to press.

Whether the proposed concession will go far enough to be of value to a wider group ¢

severely disabled men including St. Dunstaners, I do not know; we must wait and see,

Disabled Person’s Housekeeper

At one in the morning, I had a go at the Government to agree to an Income Tax

allowance of £50 per annumin respect of a blind orcrippled person’s companion or house

Such an allowance is made for every man’s wife, but if he has no wife or family t

Many
|

keeper.
look after him but only a housekeeper, the disabled man does not get the allowance.

lonely blind or crippled people, I said, were in this plight and they ought to berelieves

The Financial Secretary rejectedthis.

Purchase Tax on Baskets

At five a.m. onthe last day, I sought to get the Purchase Tax taken off all baskets.

Mr. White, head of our Basket Department, and Mr. Burman, Instructor at Ovinedean, had

given me particulars on various points. Baskets made by trainees at Ovingdean, even

though they were only beginners’ baskets and below normal trade standards, were subject to

Purchase Tax: I asked the Governmentto see to this. Baskets with a wooden bottom were

taxed at the rate of sixty-six and two thirds percent., whereas the same baskets made wholly

of willow or cane were only taxed at thirty-three and a third per cent. The best thing was to

take the tax off baskets altogether, because almost all baskets were utility articles and it was

a small home industry in which a numberof disabled and blinded persons work. I had been

informed that 25 per cent. of St. Dunstaners could not make many of these baskets satisfac-

torily unless they had a wooden bottom. Similar arguments apply, of course, to Lord
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The Government cave
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Employment of the Blind
A Working Party Appointed

Mr, George Isaacs, the
Labour, announced in theCommons on June 1st
a working party ;

Minister of
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development.”
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A Visitor from New Zealand
We are very glad to welcome to thiscountry W. T, Woods, of Christchurcl ;New Zealand, and to extend to na 5 2Warmest congratulations upon the aw ato him of the M°BBy in the New vee| lonou ts for his services to ex-Service ooDie a 2 an extended Visit of some1S and we look forward ta mectineum at Ovingdeanlater in the year, z

Newsin Brief
le Nolan, of Acton, and Mrs. Nolanoe receivedavisit from the Mayor and_ ayoress of Acton, when they were presen-ted with a parcel of food fr LaeThe Mayor Spent some

with John.

from Australia.
time conversing

SG aE :

fegeesa
—

Sc ith Battersea andanasworth Branch, British Legion, locallyknownas ‘‘ The Services RenderedClub ;
a * * *

E EE Estrange Fawcett, a St. Dunstan’Officer of the 1914-1918 war. who astimes has served on Stowm
has contested yet another

many
a Council,

and has been returned for a ha
ot three years. At the first meeting es oenew Council, he was elected ViceChae

* * *
Another officer of the 1914-1918 warCyril Bulman, with his wife and theirpartners, Mr. and Mrs. Watson have wby 7,500 points, the Gill Cup fe bri jeeplayed under the auspices of the Kent BadeAssociation. | It will be Presented to Tesat the Tunbridge Wells Congress to be | eldIn September,

ee ae 
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Derby Sweepstake, 1948

The draw for the Derby Sweepstake was

made at No. 12 Park Crescent, on Tuesday,

June ist, by St. Dunstaners J. Botha and

F. Collingwoodin the presence of Matron

Walker, the Editor of the Review, and some

twenty St. Dunstaners and members of the

staff at No. 12. ;

The numberof tickets sold this year was

7309157 less than last year. \fter

pha 3 & i “Sar

deducting £9 from the total proceeds to

covet printing and postage expenses, a

balance of £290 was lett to be dividedin

accordance with the printed rules. The

result was:
;

1. MY LOVE W. Hamer, Ovingdean £145

2. ROYAL DRAKE H. Nelson, Durham £58

3. NOOR C. O. Le Bas, Harpenden £29

No fewer than twenty-nine horses “ also

ran” and those holding tickets for these

received two pounds each. They were:

TP ARQUIN P. Surron, Manchester 1420

, G. Lunp, West Hartlepool 601

F. W. Crapper, Bush Hill

Park

Biup Micku G. Lawry, Bridlington

Crry or Russta M. Burran, W.1

DyEppAn H. Benner, Bristol

Henry in ARDEN [. Norru, Cannock

Horr STREEI J. Buus, S.W.16

JACOBITI WW, GAS. Crynant_

JULIAN H.C. Bayer, E.1

MALLOWRY F. Waren am, Wimborne

MILLWALI 1D. LirrLejoun, Seaford t

My Bast R, Hares, Ovingdean ae

a ns, Llansamlet 714
NATIVE HEATH D. O. Evans, Lh ‘14

OrroMAN TY. Kenr, Prittlewell 838

Pripe or INDIA C. Cooper, Worthing 23 8

Prince Harpt W. VENESS, Peacchaven 1881

RAVENSWOOD FE, J. Brown, Birmingham os

RUBAIYA! |. McALonan, Brighton 350,

SPECIALITY S. Butt, Hemel Hempstead One

STRAIGHT PLAY E,W. Wacker, Gosport baie

TARKA A. S. Dorsy, Brighton Z

Tur Copper |. E. Gunn, Gravesend 1616

Tur Senaror Il A. W, Baurarp, Notting

ham

. ord 8
TorMuU J. Drxon, Watford _

Yory ll BERYL SLEIGH, 5.W. 100

UsHER |. H. New, Wolverhampton 1652

VALIGNUS G. |. Wessrer, Shipley iA

V ALOGNES A. F. Cooke, Hereford 833

Those drawing horses which did not

BLACK
BLACK PAMPAS

Biur BALLs

383

statt weLe:—

J. R. Ridley, N.2

Cc _ Matthews, Maiden-

OVERHEAD 1690

ROARING FORTIES

SOLAR SLIPPER
ead

C. Cooper, Worthing

S. Brazier, Herne Bay, drew Tru Firip

Grandfathers

C. Blackett, of Plymouth; W. Canning,

of Wallasey—three times within one week!

The London Club

On ‘Tuesday evening, June Sth ot.

Dunstaners from the London area met at

Headquarters, 191 Marylebone Road, to

discuss the principles of the new Club.

Sir lan Fraser, who was accompanied by

Lady Fraser, was in the Chair for the first

half of the meeting, Mr. Askew later

presiding.
= .

Opening the meeting, Sir lan said:

“We are here to-night to found the new

St. Dunstan’s Club—new because many

aspects will be new and will covet wider

fields. It follows the Bridge Club and the

unoflicial gatherings in the old Loungeat

Se John’s. Lodge, and although these were

not clubs in the same sense, they had the

same purpose and the same effect.

The most comfortable rooms on the

cround floor ofthis building have beenset

aside for the use of the Club.

The R.A.F. at the end of the war gave

us a very fine donation from all ranks

throughout the world. We talked to them

about what we would like to do with the

money and the Club was oneof the objects

suggested. As the Club is in London,

Londoners cet something of an advantage.

The possibility of establishing clubs in the

provinces 1S unlikely since the numbers

would not warrant the establishment of

such clubs on the same scale, but help will

be given in the form of support for social

activities and so on.

Although the Club is in London, we

want to attract to it as many men as possible

outside London who might come for an

evening occasionally, and all men coming

from a distance who are passing through

London. It is hoped that a wide circle of

St. Dunstaners throughout the country

will visit it from time to time.

No. 8 Park Crescent will continue to

remain open for some time as a © passing

through” hostel, so that men passing

through London may enjoy a comfortable

bed and surroundings. No. 8 will not

close down until alternative accommodation

has been found next door to these Club

buildings; we have taken two- small

houses and when vacant possession 1s

obtained, they will become the “* passing-

through hostel” of the residential aspect

of the Club, ‘There will be no rooms for

e sense that men reside there

permanently. The object is to have beds

available for the largest possible number.

residence in th
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As far as day-to-day arrangements are

concerned, we want the Club to be run by
yourselves. We hope that seven menwill

fotm a cOmmittee to run the Club. It is
not proposedto fill all seven places tonight.
I suggest youelect five members from the
body of the hall to-night and empower the
Committee to co-opt two others during the

next month or two. The Committee will

have in attendance a senior memberofthe

staff, who in thefirst instance will be Mr.
Askew. If Mr. Askewis away or unable

to attend, Mr. Mackay will act as his
alternate.

This club is freely available to all St.

Dunstaners of both wars—oflicers, men

and women alike, on equal terms.
(Applause).

It will follow a modest but active
programme. Modest because I don’t want
you to think we are contemplating anything

ona grandstyle. Ourplanis a continuance
of the old Lounge, to make provision for

the Bridge Club, and to develop, as I said,
on improved lines. We want as many as
possible to take part in its activities and

we want it to be a social, friendly place

where old friends can meet, rather than a
body constantly putting on shows.”

Sir lan then called on Mr. Askew, who

had spent time and thought in arranging the
amenities of the Club, to make known the
principles on which the Club was being

started.

Mr Askewthen presented the following

points :

1. Opening Times: The Club would be open
from 5 to 10 p.m. on Mondays, ‘Tuesdays, Thursdays

and Fridays. ‘he Club would be closed during

August so that the people concerned might take

their holidays.
2. Staff: The Club would be in the charge of

Sister Ibbetson, a V.A.D. at No. 8 Park Crescent.

Mr. Willis would be Club Manager, assisted by

Mr. Dawkins, with other helpers drawn from

voluntary sources,
3. Canteen: T'ea, coffee, soft drinks, cakes and

sandwiches would be available at moderate prices.

4. Committee: It was suggested that a Com
mittee of seven should be appointed and_ that

members should be in office until the first week in

January. The Club, it was hoped, would by then

be on an even keel and St. Dunstaners would have
the opportunity of electing a new Committee or
re-clecting the old one.

It would be an advantage if three persons out
of the seven retired the first year and four people
after the second year. This would ensure con

tinuity of management.
5. Sub-Committees: Small sub-committees

should be elected for specific interests, one of

whom should be a member of the main Committee

es

6. St. Dunstan’s Review: A column of the

Review should be devoted each month to the

publication of Club notices and Club events.

7. Finance: A sum of £100 wouldbe placedat
the disposal of the main Committee in the first
place since there was no subscription or entrancefee.

The meeting received Mr. Askew’s
points with applause and when this had

died down, Sir Ilan rose and said:—
“The Finance Bill is being debated in

the House of Commons to-night and one
of the items to be debated is purchase tax
on baskets. I hope to get back to say a

few words about this since it affects our
basket-makers. Before I go, therefore, |
propose a general discussion on the prin-
ciples outlined by Mr. Askew.” Discussion

was then opened.
\W. Lacey asked whether there had been

an increase in sportsmen sufficient to

warrant carrying on; Sir lan thought that

the figure might be the same as ten years
ago; this included a powerful element of

young fellows and a powerful element of

erandfathers.
Mr. Askewsaid that about two hundred

St. Dunstaners lived within a radius of ten

miles of Headquarters and of these about
sixty were second world war men.

M. Burns suggested that instead of a
number of sub-committees for each branch
of recreation, there should be one for

indoor and one for outdoor sports. Sir

lan thought that there should be a Bridge
Club sub-committee. The present Club

was a development of the Bridge Club
which had shown what could be done and

he would like to put on record the debt
owed to that Club.

F. Rhodes asked that the Bridge Club

Committee nowin existence until February
should be allowed to continue to run the
Bridge Club, with any suggestions which

the main Committee might put forward.
He also suggested fairly frequent dances
which would attract more men to Head-

quarters than any other functions.
Replying, Sir Ian said he would ask the

Bridge Club to allow itself to disband

voluntarily and it was up to them to see
that their men wereelected. It was for the
good ofall to start afresh.

There was no floor in the new premises

where a dance could be arranged. If a
dance were wanted, it must be held apart

from the Club premises.
Sit Jan Stressed’ the dancers Of “fhe

Marylebone Road crossing. The matter 
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had been taken up at a high level, but it
was the authorities’ opinion after intensive
investigation that it would not be advisable

either to have a new bus stop or newnotices
(not even ‘“‘ Beware of the Blind,” added
Sir Ian, amid laughter). The only way to

ensure safety was to ask St. Dunstanets to

take every proper precaution and =for
motorists to take notice of the usual signs.
W. Lacey asked howthe £100 would be

spent. The reply wasthat as St. Dunstan’s
would be responsible for heating, etc., and
for the loss which would be inewered on
refreshments, the £100 would be devoted
to any cause which was in the interest of
the Club.

Williamson askedif there would be a
bar. Sir Ian said “No,” but there was a
pub next door and he had no doubt that
the “ Yorkshire Stingo ” would soon be as
well knownas the “ Chester ” or “ Volun-
tee.

Some discussion took place on the
question of obtaining a licence in order
that a bottle of beer could be consumed on
the premises, but on a show of hands it
was the wish of the meeting to go on as we
have done in the past.

J. M. Steel suggested a bowling green
be available and Sir Ian replied that this
was a matter for the Committee, but a
eood suggestion if bowls could be enjoyed
by blind men. Other matters discussed
included facilities for the Magic Circle and
a request for musical facilities, both of

which, Sir Ian said, were matters for the
Committee rather dias the general meeting.

Sir Ian then rose to leave, asking Mr.
\skew to take the meeting.

[t was proposed by Rees Warren and
seconded by F. Rhodesthat the principles out
lined should be adopted. This was carried.
The meeting then adjourned for most

appreciated refreshments and something
like a London Reunion took place. Mrs.
Irvine and Mrs. Spurway were among the
welcome visitors. An hour later, the
meeting again assembled and the election
of officers began.

Before the voting began, the point was

raised as to whether there should be any
differentiation between the men of two
wars. Put to the vote, there was almost
unanimous approval that there should be
no distinction. Voting then proceededand
the following were elected to serve on the
main Committee:

bey Ashton, G. ustace 9d. (Gayoan,
P. Owens, F. Rhodes.

PF. Rhodes paid a tribute to Mr. Askew
for his planning and help in providing the
greatest comfort for the Club members.
He conveyed also the company’s thanks to

Miss Ibbetson and Mr. Willis and to the
helpers who had made the evening so
pleasant.

Mr. Askewsaid he wouldbe in attendance
at the meetings of the Committee. He
would do everything in his power to make
the Club a success but it was up to members

themselves. It would be the greatest pity
if the maximum benefit was not obtained
from the new Club premises.

The meeting then broke up.

British Legion Annual Conference

Looking through the Report ofthe
proceedings of the British Legion Conter-
ence, the following points of interest to St.
Dunstaners emerge:

Membership of the Legion is now well
over the million.

Grants made during the year for unem-
ployment and the relief of distress totalled
£826,209, nearly double last year’s total,

Grants in relief of distress, to other

bodies, and to Legion schemes, together
with the cost of Pensions and Benevolent

departments, amounted to LODAD.

Lt.-Col. Gordon Larking, Chairman, told

the meeting, “ We are 100 per cent. with

you ” to a proposal that constant attendance

allowance should not be confined to the
totally disabled.

The Conference deprecated the fact that

war medals will not bear the names of the
recipients, as after the first world war

\ final series of resolutions dealt with
monetary awards with medals, income tax

charged on widows’ pensions, war credits,

taxes on tobacco and beer, etc., which the

Chairman accepted as being in accordance
with Legion policy.

\ resolution supporting the proposed

International Committee for Huropean

Unity and calling for the representation of
the Legion on the Committee, Board or
Council of the proposed Committee was
catried by a large majority. “‘ Sailors,
soldiers and airmen,” said the Cardiff

delegate, Mr. Prince, ‘“ were ambassadors

abroad in war; so they should help to
promote this noble cause. of Huropean
mutual help.” (Cheers),
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Reunions

Sheffield, Liverpool and Manchester Re-
unions have taken place during May. On
May 19th, the Lord Mayor, Alderman
Wa te vorke, 7p and. the Mayoress,
welcomed the guests at Sheffield, and Mr.
W. H. Green, Hon. Secretary, Sheffield
Branch of the British Legion, was a guest
here. The Liverpool meeting was spread
over two days—May21st a 22nd. The
Lord Mayor, Alderman W. T. Lancashire,
J.P., presided, with the | ady vee and
the National Executive Council of the
British Legion was represented By Mitosis
Lister. The guests at Manchester on the
25th were the Lord Mayor, Alderman Mary
Kingsmill Jones, and her Lady Mayoress,
and Mr. S Cohen, Chairman, Southport
British Legion, Mr. Mackay attendedall
meetings,

Glasgow and Gloucester Meetings

The Scottish Reunion at Glasgow on

June 12th was a gathering of the clans.
Forty Scots were there from John 0’ Groats
to Solway Firth and Mr. Mackay and Sir
lan represented what the Chairman called
the “‘ outer”? Scots from the South. Sir
lan, who had also attended at Dunoon the
Annual Conference of the British Legion
(Scottish), said that this Conference, as

was the case at the British Legion’s own
Conference at the Albert Hall, had urged
the need for a revision of pension rates to
meet the fall in the value of money. Fle
assured his audience that the Legions, in
co-operation with ex-Service men’s organi-
sations generally, would represent the case
to Ministers and M.P.s of all parties.
“ Tlope deferred maketh the heart. sick,’
SAld

=

ole danssO-do not expect anything
but we will ae Out best.

\ Reunion was also held at Gloucester
on Monday, June 14th, which Sir lan and
Lady Fraser also attended. This was a
large party of West Country and South
Wales St. Dunstaners and after singing
God Save the King,” they sang the

Welsh Hymn led by Gtennie Obern.

A. B. Hill proposed that a presentation
be given to Miss Oliphant in appreciation

>

of her devoted services for thirteen years

to St. Dunstaners and their famliies
in the West Country. A number of
St. Dunstaners had formed a little com-
mittee to sponsor the presentation, and

it was suggested that half-a-crown a head
was an appropriate amount. Many sub-
scriptions were received at this Reunion
andat the eet Reunion which followed
on June 17th, and Sir Ian promised that
Mr. Nees aid act as Honorary Treasurer
and would receive subscriptions from imen
who were not at the Reunions and wished
to participate.

In the light of the moneycollected, Sir
Ian will consult the committee as to what
is the best form for the presentation to take
and how and whenit shall be made. The
members of the committee were W. Bryer,
Be bundy hk Re Cook, WeKeen
A Be Bull) G. ull es, Hill, F. Madewick
and H. A. Perrett.

\t Glasezow, T. M. Fisher, and at Glou-
cester, A. BK. Hill of Bristol and A. J. Caple
of Cardiff, proposed a vote of thanks
to Sir Tan and Lady Fraser and St. Dunstan’s.

Birmingham St. Dunstan’s Club

It is some months since the Club sent a
report of its doings to the Review. This
does not meanthat it has not been having
successful monthly meetings at Red Gross
Es Edgbaston.

The last meeting, well attended, was
held on May 9th, a lovely afternoon for
sitting in the garden and playing quoits and
dominoes. As usual, a very nice tea was
arranged by the Red Cross. Mr. Cooling
announced that members had_ subscribed
£1 2s. 6d., which pays for food and any
balance to the Club Fund. Miss Fairhead,
Elon. Sec., announced the Summer Outing
for early July zand said the Limbless Asso-
ciation, Broad Sees had invited members
and escorts to a party in June. Stratford
was decided upon for the outing. Red
Cross cars will call for members and their
wives and take them home at night.
The party takes a picnic tea.

Mrs. Spurway undertook to get in
touch with old friends in Stratford, arrange
a ae trip, sculling, sports, and a visit to
the Legion H.Q. The Legion has written
to say that St. Dunstaners will be Hon.
Membersofthis Club andthat wecan dance
in the Club Room. Miss Fairhead, 45
Anderton Park Road, Mossley, Birmingham
3s: Honasec:

Should any St. Dunstaner who has not
yet joined the Birmingham Club care to

write, he will be included in the party. 
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A Blinded Silkh’s Gratitude

Havildar (Sergeant) Jagat Singh returned
home whenhis training at Dehra Dun was
over. Blinded, left arm amputated and

with only a thumb and finger remaining
on his right hand, there was little that he
could do beyond setting up in a little

business, and St. Dunstan’s has the building
of a house for him under way—delayed

somewhat by the fact that his part of the
country has been in a state of anarchy for

the past nine months. A_ gift of winter
clothing, however, reached him, and _ this
is how heexpresses his feelings in a letter
to Sir Clutha Mackenzie:

** ReveredSir,

I have received the gift parcel of St.
Dunstan’s. I have no words to thank
hime. “lt. 1s. clea tome that throwol its
kind I will spend a life worth living. It ts

boonto we blinded soldiers.

People in the country have odd_ ideas
against the English. I always set a model

of yours before them. I am not praising

you. I am putting my heart before you.

I and my whole family always prays for
yourlong life and prosperity. For I know

fT cannot do more than this. The good
wish and prayer of a poor soldier reaches

the highest heavens.

Iam going on well these days. I cannot
complain against my fate. Through want

of room I am not feeling well these days.
Please make an earlier arrangement about

the building of the house.

Iam willing to see you. Chance coming,

I shall try to have your darshans.

Prayingfor your long and prosperous lite,

Sd., Hav. Jagat Singh, Halloowal.”

Placements

R. C. A. Jones, as an upholsterer with the

Co-operative Wholesale Society, Ponty

ptidd; <A. Relf, Slough, in a business;

Edward G. Anderson, in the shop at Hast

Ham previously operated by Michael
Lawton; B. W. Worting, as an assembler

with Messrs. Rawlplugs, Ltd., Mill Hill;

Eileen Gould, as a telephonist with the

Ministry of Labour, East Ham Eileen

was previously an established  ( lerical
Assistant in the Civil Service; A. Peckett,

as a telephone operator with the Ministry
of Labour, Corporation Street, Manchester,

Young St. Dunstaners

Christine McLoughlin was second in the
Operatic Cup, and won two second places

in other sections at the recent Dublin

Musical Festival.
David Palmer, Maryhill, Glasgow, has

been awarded a travelling scholarship in

connection with his work and studies.

Marriages
Edward Williams, Shipley, on March

27th, to Miss Dorothy Hodgson.
Brian Flildick, Shrewsbury, on February

7th, to Miss Joan Hornsby.
Donald Greaves, Oldham, on April 24th

(Matron Vaughan Davies was one of the

euests); and Eric Appleyard, Leeds, on

May Ist.

Keith Archer, Melbourne, Australia, on

March 12th, to Miss Jean Prime.

Kenneth Allan McConnell, Melbourne,
on April 3rd, to Miss Lydia MaySinclair.

Hilda Pollitt, Farnworth, on March 28th,

to Leslie Brooks.
Norman Johns, Totnes, on April 3rd,

to Miss Audrey Hutt.
Frances Cork, Rhodes Minnis, on Nov-

ember 29th, 1947.
Mary Allen, Morecambe, in April.
On June6th, Marjorie Abbott, Willesden,

to Peter Sirett.

On May 22nd, Agnes Lund, W.R.N.S.,

West Hartlepool, to Patrick Thomas Nash.

Whitsun at Blackpool
What glorious weather for Whit Week!

Here we took full advantage of the oppor
tunity to visit the Lake District.
We boarded a special coach, then on

through the lovely countryside to Carnforth,
where a short break enabled us to havetea
and ices. ‘Then along the main road, over

the fells, up hill and down dale, until we
thought we were on the “ Big Dipper.”
Then a wonderful trip of 54 miles “ aboard
the lugeer ” to Bowness where the coach

picked us up again, Too soon came the

sienal for the return journey made along
side the Lake and through the beautiful
Valley. A short stop on the return journey
at Carnforth for a ‘‘ toast”’—greatly wel
comed! ‘The subsequent community sing-
ine was somewhat weak and not up to the

usual standard, but we reached the Flome

tired and happy.

(A little appreciation on behalf of the

“boys” by Romeo and Juliet).
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Ovingdean Notes

During this month we have been very
pleased to welcome Dame Katherine Watt
with Madame Rais, the wife of the Iranian

Ambassador in London. Mme. Rais had

a lone talk with Captain Bekhradnia, our

Iranian trainee. The Bishop of Mauritius
visited us on May 21st, and gave a very

interesting talk on the way oflife in that

country.

The Summer Term entertainment began

with Mr. Cheeseman’s (of London) Dance,
this time in the Arlington Hotel. Every-
one thoroughly enjoyed the fun, including

the Manager’s two small children who

appeared in their dressing gowns, and
refused to go back to bed until refreshed
with lemonade and buns.

Oa Whit Sunday evening a party of
trainees went to West House, where a

performance of “ Ousel’s Odd Bods ”
delighted a large audience; and on Whit
Monday, Ovingdean trainees again joined

West House ona Treasure Hunt to Alfriston.
“Jenks”? Jenkins, Harold Dickenson and

Miss Timmis were the lucky winners.
An excellent performance of the play,

‘George and Margaret,” was given by

the Withdean Club on Wednesday, May26th.
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed it, and we

hope to see them again in the near future.
A most delightful evening was spent by

a number of our debaters at Roedean
School by invitation of their debating

Society. The subject—“ That Beauty is

Preferable to Brains in Women ’”’—was most
ably introduced by ‘* Killie” who stressed
the point of real beauty in character. [le

was seconded by a Roedean sixth-former
erimly picturing a frump discoursing on

the Stone Age! A Roedeanite opposed
(scorning the dumb belle) and seconded by
Jack Cook, followed by an open debate
of rapier thrusts and real wit. All look

forward to inviting our charming young
hostesses to Ovingdean next term,

Another welcome invitation was from

the Sergeant-at-Arms, House of Commons,
for four trainees and an escort to attend the
debate on Friday, May 18th. Sir Hartley
Shawcross, Mr. George Buchanan and Mr.
Aneurin Bevan were among the speakers.

Every kindness was shown the party,

including seats in the Peers’ Gallery, and a
short description of the historical paintings,
showing landmarks in the growth of our
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constitution; and permission to visit the
new Foundation Stone.

\ shooting match took place betweenSt.
Dunstan’s and the Crawley Scouts on
Tuesday, May 12th, which resulted in a
win for St. Dunstan’s by 187 points to the

Crawley Scouts’ 174. The highest score of
the evening was made byDickie Richardson,

who scored 48 out of a possible 50.
Another match was arranged in the house

between the Physiotherapy Department and

the Rest. The Rest won by 271 points
out of a possible 300 to 248.

Sports
Our annual Sports Meeting will be held

on July 17th, 1948, commencing at 2.30
p.m. (on our own ground). Sports events

will be the same as for the last year with

additional events for the children at North
Gate House, and all St. Dunstaners’

children present.
It is also proposed to hold another

Sports Day on September 18th, 1948,

for all St. Dunstaners away from the
Training Centre and living within easy
reach of Ovingdean. Events will be as

follows:
70 yards totally blind
70 yards semi-sighted

Throwing the cricket ball

Throwing the medicine ball

Putting the weight
Standing long jump

Throwingthe discus

Walking race

Will anyone who wishes to enter for any
of these events please notify Matron Pain
or Mr. Jarrold not later than Monday,

July 5th? If sufficient entrants are not
forthcoming, those who haveentered will
be informed before September 11th that

this Sports day will be cancelled.

Senior Braille Reading Test
C. Durkin, T. Kent.

Correction
Our Norwegian visitor of last month,

M. Heian, was reported as being a basket

instructor who is blind. This was wrongly
worded. M. Heianis sighted and instructs
the blind.

For Sale
PraNo, Swiss make, good tone, ebonised

‘ase, iron frame, seven octaves, £60.—R
R. Collyer, 5 Dollis Brook Walk, May’s

| ane, Barnet, Herts. 
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West House Notes

The ‘“* Week-enders ” started to arrive
early on May 14th to swell the already
considerable number of visitors taking an
early summer holiday.

Before the first official function, the chaps
were running into old friends and talk and
laughter was at once loosening up and

preparing the way for the full flavour of
festivities arrangedaccording to programme.

The hot sun and fair skies and good

company made the boating expedition at
Barcombe Mills in the afternoon most

enjoyable, and a number took advantage
of the river to “ paddle their own canoes ”

andbrace themselves for moreactive things
to follow.

Byenine brousht all to “the “Gel
Together ” dance with both lounge and

conservatory floors comfortably filled with
couples tripping the light fantastic. The
evening continued with many novelty

dances, not forgetting our usual Statue and

Spot Waltzes, with prizes. After the ball was

over, little groups of men could be found
with not a thoughtofSlumberland but talking

of “ old Charlie,” Tom, Dick and Harry,
and bringing news of absent friends.

Saturday brought forth an afternoon of

sea and sun-bathing with a picnic tea on

the beach; this was thoroughly enjoyed by

all and brought back brick-red complexions
and peeling noses to testify weather
conditions. A more restful occupation

during the evening—a whist and domino
drive to which local St. Dunstaners were

invited and proved successful with a large
and keenset oftables.

On Sunday, a general desire for rest,
especially after the efforts of the Kitchen

Staff; some of the snores on the lawn were

certainly a song ofpraise.

\ well-attended Chapel Service was held
in the early evening with a delightful solo

by Miss Brownings. The chapel, as always,
was decorated with manylovely flowers.

After supper came our very own theatre
with “ Ousel’s Odd Bods” excelling all
previous grand shows with three one-act
plays, one “ A Cure for Nerves,” by the

Dispensary Staff, secondly, “‘ Novelette,”
by the Lounge “Lizards,” and_ thirdly,

“Tanks,” by Matron and the rest of the

“Odd Bods,” among whom was Denis
Lelliott. All three plays were introduced

by Commandant with his usual witty and
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jocular style. Mrs. Brodie gave us het
very able assistance in many ways with the
production. : :

Bank Holiday came, and the sun was
still pouring down; this was the day of
rounding up the grand week-end. At

2 p.m. there was a general shepherding of
treasure hunters into the coaches and soon
all were wheeling away through the Sussex
Lanes to Alfriston, and to meet Ovingdean,
who werealso joining in the fun. Lists of
treasures were handed out and soon the
whole village was joining in the spirit with
St. Dunstaners and escorts knocking at

doors and asking for strange items. Six-
inch nails (not rusty), moth balls, the

“Times,” an eyelash, a blonde hair (not a
blonde in the party), a bulrush (out of

season), and an ode to Matron. At 4.30

the party journeyed to a neighbouring
hill, where the picnic tea was disposed of
(oh, those thistles!). It was found desirable

to let the engines cool at a waysidehostelry.

Having oiled the throats, songs were sung
all the way back, the rendering of “ Ten

Green Bottles ” bringing the ‘ stayers-in ”
to the door when the party arrived at
West House.

\ short rest and clean-up, then the Gala
Dance, music lending wings to the feet
once more and the running buffet serving

tasty refreshments. At 11 o’clock the
climax camewith our old friend Mrs. Spur

Way presenting prizes for the treasure hunt
and dance; at this stage one of the odes
to Matron was read. Ah, yes! A very
odd ode! :

By breakfast time on Tuesday morning
many had departed, leaving still a spirit of

gaicty.

Our weekly dance on May 21st was

honoured with a visit from Leo Silvera,

the famous tenor,and his star pupil, 18-year
old Janet Scott, as guest artistes.

The next day wevisited the Toc H Club,
Preston Park, for dominoes, and prizes

were brought back by Harry Day and
Daddy Howe.

On the 27th we welcomed members of
the Withdean Club, who gaveus anexcellent
performance of ‘* George and Margaret.”

Thelast star performance was given by

Janet Hamilton-Smith and John Llargreaves,

stars from the “ Song of Norway,” durine
out Friday dance on the 28th.

We may nowlook forward to another
instalment of whoopee at West House.
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Theatre Gossip
Attending the Westousdrome, Brighton,

I was at once struck by the popularity and

fame the Repertory Company,“Ousel’s Odd
Bods,” hadgainedfor themselves. The date
I had chosen to visit the show marked the
first night attempt of giving three shows
for the price of one. And. long ere the
Cuntainy tose the House Mull ‘motices

were exhibited.
Promptly at eight o’clock the popular

Compere welcomed the audience and

introduced the first one-act play, “* A Cure
for Nerves.”” It would be unfair to select
any particular artiste by name, but I think
the bedside manner of the doctor would
simply stagger the B.M.A. The curtain
descended to a furore of applause, which

I admit was really merited.
When the house lights came on, silent-

footed usherettes passed quietly amongst
the audience with ice creams, cigarettes,
and evenbeer, this further service avoiding
the necessity of a mad rush ina foot crushing

gallop to the bar.
Then the curtain rose on “‘ Novelette,”

a below-stairs dramalightened by some rare
humour and snappy repartee. It is hard to

single out for special praise any of the
artistes, drawn from the lounge section of
the company, but | must compliment the

casting, Miss Chaddock and Miss Wilkinson
in particular being suited well for the parts
allotted them. I wouldalso paytribute to
the cast by saying how I learned a full
rehearsal had not taken place until the

same afternoon.
The last one-acter was “ Tanks,” per-

formed by Madame Ousley’s Stooges,

the administrative section, an offering

of entanglement, and love pursuit, even
into the lady’s boudoir, where the scene
was set. The fatce went at a good pace
through its entirety, with the lovesick
captain, immersed in a steam bath of
ancient vintage, his desired lady becoming
excited and calm by turn, and the passionate

French maid completing the main picture.
This part was taken by Madame M. Ousley
herself, and as the curtain came down the

audience rose once again, satisfied that West-
ousdrome haddefinitely ‘Done its Stuff.”

With the standard of plays so high, and
the performers doing so well, further fame
is assured. I must put forward a plea,
however, that in fairness to the artistes who

are playing to these packed houses, the

theatre really needs a new microphone
system, with, I suggest, two hanging
“mikes”? to augment the existing one.
With all critics and gossip writers it 1s

imperative to remain hidden, so I sign

myself PAUTEILS.

Mr. S. Manchee
The many St. Dunstaners who knewhim

will hear with the deepest regret that Mr.
Syd Mancheediedat Brighton on May24th
at the age of 73. One of the original
“ Good Companions,” Mr. Manchee con-
tinued his good workall through the war,
acting as escort to and from Melplash and
Blackpool, helping in a hundred other ways,
andstill finding time to raise more than a

thousand pounds for St. Dunstan’s through
the Brighton Appeals Office. Since the
war he has remained in touch with many
of our men andhis interest in St. Dunstan’s
has been unfailing, although for some weeks
his health had been breaking. He will be
creatly missed.
Matron Pain, Miss Morris and Miss

Davison, and St. Dunstaners T, Rouse and
J. Howe, were amongthose present at the

funeral.

Golden Wedding
Special congratulations to Mr. and Mrs.

A. W. Morris, of Pontypridd, whocele-
brated their Golden Wedding on May29th.

Silver Weddings
Congratulations to the following who

are celebrating their anniversaries :—
Mr. and Mrs. D. Owen, Rhos-on-Sea, Mar.

30th; Mr. and Mrs. BE. Mills, Bloxwich,

April 2nd: Mr. and Mts. C. B.* Baker,

Enfield, May 26th; Mr. and Mrs. T. Warren,
Slough, June 2nd; Mr. and Mrs. H. V.
Frampton, Highams Park, June 16th.

Editorial Address
Will St. Dunstaners note that the Editor’s

address remains 9-11 Park Crescent, since
this is incorporated in the Publicity Depart-
ment, and that all correspondencerelating
to “‘ St. Dunstan’s Review” and “ Nuggets’
should be sent there. é

Marriages
Rowe-KeiLtey.—On June 19th, E. Rowe,

of South Woodford, to Miss Katherine

Keiley, of Folkestone.
Satt-Hotmes.—On April 21st, J. Salt, of
Morecambe, to Miss Betty Holmes,

recently of Blackpool.
Trspett.—On June 12th, C. Tibbett, of

Wimbledon. 
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“3n Memory ”’
Private John Palmer, /5¢h Highland Light Infantry

We record with deep regret the death of John Palmer, of Maryhill, Glasgow, whoenlisted on October
9th, 1914, and lost his sight as a result of gunshot wounds while serving in France. He came to St. Dunstan’s
early in 1917, where he trained as a boot repairer and mat-maker.

While on holiday at West House in November, 1946, he became suddenlyill. He returned home but
his illness continued, and he was only able to do wool-rug work at which he was very successful. He passed
awaypeacefully on May1st.

St. Dunstaners Irvine, Forrester, McDonald and Yuile followed with Miss Woodat the funeral,
Our deep sympathy goes out to his wife and twosons.

Private James Alexander Dunlop, /s5/ Cameron Highlanders
With deep regret we recordthe death of J. A. Dunlop, of Midlothian, which took place very unexpectedly

at his home on May 17th.
He served from September, 1915, until September, 1918; he had been wounded in France in 1918

and he cameto us in that year. He trained as a poultry farmer and basket-maker, and he carried on with the
latter until the time of his death.

Miss Woodattended the funeral, where nearlyfifty of his friends had gathered.
He leaves a wife and son to whom our deep sympathyis extended.

Private Henry Jones, Training Reserves
It is with deep regret that we record the death of H. Jones, of Flint, who came to Sty Dunstan’s in 1921

althoughhe hadservedin the Forces from May, 1917, until Februaty, 1918. He was trained as a basket maker
and for manyyears didthis, but for some time nowhe had been doing light work only. His death took place
suddenly on April 25th.

Our deep sympathygoes out to his wife and family.

Private J. A. Cobbell, Grenadier Guards
With deep regret we record the death of J. A. Cobbell, of Great Yarmouth.
He was woundedat Lavante in 1916, coming to St. Dunstan’s the same year, and hetrained as a mat-

maker.
He passed away on May22nd.
He leaves a widowand two daughters to whom our deep sympathy is extended.

Gunner Ronald Charles Hales, 94¢h Field Regt., R.A,
With deep regret we record the death of Ronald Hales, who joined St. Dunstan’s for training on

February 27th, 1946. Hewasinjuredin action in Holland. He becameseriouslyill in April, 1947, and although
he made someslight recovery, he was neverstrong enough to undertake serious training.

He wasburied at Nunhead Cemetery, London, on June 3rd, St. Dunstan’s trainees andstaff at Ovingdean
being represented by Messrs. W. Harby, Short, and Curtis, the latter being his personal orderly.

Private James Hartley, Labour Corps
We recordwith deepregret the death of J. Hartley, who for a great number ofyears has been a permanent

resident at one of our Homes in consequenceofhisill health. Heservedin the first world war from May, 1917,
until December, 1918, in which year he joined St. Dunstan’s.

He passed away at West House on May31st and waslaid to rest with his St. Dunstan’s comrades in
the Brighton Cemetery.

 

Births

Carr.—On May 10th, to the wife of
W. Carr, of Rochdale, a son.

Giover.—On May 19th, to the wife of

W. Glover, of Birmingham, a son—
Brian Michael.

No.an.—On May 8th (prematurely), to
the wife of J. Nolan, of Acton, a son—
John. They are both now doing well.

Pyriuips.—On June 7th, to the wife of

W. G. Phillips, of Wolverhampton, a
daughter—Ann Mary.

Reap.—On June 10th, to the wife of Jack
Read, of Hastings, a daughter—Sheila
Joyce.

StoKEs.—On May25th, to Sadie Stokes, of
Salford, a daughter.

Deaths

We extend our deep sympathy to the
following: a

Barretr.—To Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Barrett,
of Lower Edmonton, whose daughter,
Violet, died on June 5th.

MuGGERIDGE.—To W. A. Muggeridge, of
Hillingdon, whose mother passed away
on May 24th.

Maker.—To C. Maker, of Horrabridge,
who lost his wife on June 4th after a
serious and longillness.
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