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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

VERY St. Dunstaner will be interested in the intensive Pensions Campaign which the
British Legion has recently started and in the three Debates which have taken place
in the House of Commons :_]l_n'i[llu the |rast month.

An exceptional amount of Parliamentary time and public attention has been focussed
on this matter and every British Legion branch in the country, as well as branches of the
Royal Air Forces Association and many kindred bodies are taking an active part including
|nirtch:L«11[\ the British Legion in Scotland.

[ advise every St. Dunstaner, and, indeed every disabled and partially disabled Service
man ;md woman who has not already done so, to join his local British Legion branch to keep
in touch with events and help the campaign forward.

In \‘ic\" of this intensive activity we are pul:lix‘hin" a apu‘i}l} August edition of the
St. Dunstan’s Review to bring our readers full information of all that is hap p-.mm' and in

particular, to give certain St. Dunstaners the background of know ledge which is required for
an important decision which they must make at once.

[ refer particularly to those who receive the mmnplu\ ability allowance. On the next
page is printed the events which led up to the increase in the unemployability allowance
from 20s. to 30s. a week, payable as from August 18th. On page 3, under the heading,
“ What You Should Do,” you can read the advice which St. Dunstan’s gives to all of its men
or women who are teceiving the unemployability allowance.

Although the Government has given them an option to stay out of the National
Insurance Scheme, we nevertheless advise them most strongly to go in to it, taking advantage
of the rise in the u:wmplumhlht\ allowance itself to help pay the \\uhlx LHH'I1|1LIHHIJ of 4s. 8d.

This advice I would give to every disabled man in receipt of the unemployability allow
ance even if he were not a St. Dunstaner, for the important reason that it ensures his widow
a pension which is at present 26/- a week.

In the case of St. Dunstaners, there is all the more reason for joining the Insurance
Scheme because following the practice of the past 22 years, we are offering to pay 2s. 4d.
a week towards the cost of National Insurance for every St. Dunstaner,

This relief will be enjoyed by all but it is only those in receipt of an unemployability
allowance who have to make a decision whether to go in or not, for everyone else under the
age of 65 is compelled to enter the scheme.

If you have not already written to Mr. Askew in reply to the circular which you recently
received, indicating your wish to go in, you should do so at once. IAN FRASER.
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10s. a Week Extra
How Partial Victory for Unemployables
Was Won

As readers will have seen from the full
text which was sent out as a Supplement to
the last Review, Sir lan Fraser, after
making a powerful plea in the Commons
on July 9th for all disabled ex-Servicemen
whether employed or not, on the cround
that the compensation they were now
receiving was actually worth so much less
than in eaclier years, turned to the position
of those who were unemployed and said:
"{.lul[']_\ their ilncomes are |l||'|ni1c.'|_\' less
and the compensation 1s due to them on
grounds not merely of equity but of
genuine hardship.”

After explaining the full figures which
were printed in the Supplement, Sir lan
added: “The majority of our severely dis-
abled pensioners are living on money which
is so much below the averape wage rate
to-day as to be UNZENCTOUs and even mean.

“1f a man who is bedridden, paralysed,
0or l\!,||'|{_|L".1 wWere 1o give l.']:n'l“f_']t- [l'l(' |l!\L['|\
of 10 ciparettes a l':d_\' and one pint of beer
a day, providing nothing for his wife, it
would cost him /1 1s. 6d. a week out of his
meagre pension. .
there would not be very much for comts

On July 14th, Sir Ian Fraser moved a

motion to challenge the regulations relating

If he has to find rent,

1

to overlapping benefits which were brought
in by the Ministry of National Insurance.
He said:

“ There is a class of disabled ex-Service-
men who are unemployable. An  ex
aerviceman in that ciass 1s not ]ll»l UNEcm-
E*.] wed, but 1s deemed to be unemplovable,

i tate that he is never

]‘I .H|1|I'|:"I1 (8]

pension, to which he is entitled

wwal Warrant, he is entitled to an

a week, '.ll'ni. that 1s t_'.|'|c_ci the

unemployability allowance. This person,

under these |<';'l1|.:|.la[|‘-,_ is not able ro

draw the sickness benefit which other

people can have in other circumstances for

the whole of their lives. He is not able

to draw this with full advantage because,

immediately he draws it, the {1 a week

from the Ministry of Pensions is taken

from him. That is what is meant by
‘ overlapping benefits.”

“ Now, there are two solutions I would
put forward for these !_..‘L'lll"[t. One solution
would be to allow this overlapping and to

agree to this disabled person being allowed
to join the scheme and pay contributions
so that when he becomes 65 years of age
he can take the full 26s. and continue to
get the [1 a week. Another possibility
would be to give him credits such as those
given to students.

“ The crofter is to be left out, but there
is a temptation to him to come in because
though, as might be the case, he can il
afford it, he may say, © What shall [ getr
| shall get two guineas for myself and my
wite 1 my old age, and if 1 die there will
be a substantial pension for my widow.’
But under the present  arrangoment the
temptation, or inducement, (o the ex-
Serviceman whose situation 1 have des-
cribed is not very strong. He will ray
4s. 8d. a week to et 26s. and losc ;"\]_"
or one could say that he would pay 4s. 8d.
to pet 6s., whereas the crofter will pay it
to get two  guineas.

To try and meet this dithculty, the
Government have said they will allow
these ex-Servicemen to stay out altogether
it they wish,  What 1s the consequence of
that? Their widows, along with the
widows of gypsics and crofters, and a few
other exceptionally poor people—and 1t
follows also the widows of those disabled
in industry who take the same option not
to come in—will be the one group ol
widows who do not receive a widow’

pension but have to go to the pu i
assistance commitieo, \‘\ L IIII not want Lo
create, as the VEATS 20 0N, a Pid ] of widows
who are in an invidious position, and
particularly we would not like that pool to
]'L' |]'l\" \.\!IIII'-.'\‘\ "| Cx I\'.|'-||('|'|"'||.”

On July 29th, in yet a third Debate, Sit
lan Fraser 'I']‘i!ll.'l] the '-|5|'|((| Of war
pensions generally; the matter was pressed
avain and the Minister of Pensions, after
refusing to raise the basic rate, said:

“We have looked again at the special
--.ni\p]unuulnw which are payable in the light
of the circumstances at the present time and
the admitted fact that some prices have risen,
The Government have decided that the
unemployability supplement, which is now
20s. a week, shall be raised to 30s. a week.
These rates of unemployability supplement,
[ should point out to the House, apply to
all ranks of pensioners.

“So in future, the helpless E‘L'E]‘\ii.lilt_'l" for
whom we all feel the deepest sympathy,
will receive 30s. instead of 20s, supplement.”
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What You Should Do

Al St. Dunstaners who are at present
receiving the | :|v|1||\§||_\"||‘|u N;]\]ﬂcllwnl of
20s. per week will, with eflect from August
18th next, receive an additional 10s.
week., The Ministry ot  Pensions
make this adjustment themselves and no
application need be made by any St
Dunstaner. ‘The Ministry hope that all
'.!I\ Se .II|!l'.".||"\.'|]|‘- \\.||| ;‘L' l'l]:ll.|L' |5y \l;-_
[8th but there may in a few instances a

\ii_'-lil\ 1 \ | Case Arrcars \‘.i” |.‘L'
."i‘.l'l.lw

Some *“ unemployvable  5t. Dunstaners
may feel that as the inereased | nemployable
:\'.!!'\l\!._lln'_fl| now exceeds the Retirement
Pension under the National Insurance Act,
no  benefit can accrue to them if they
voluntarily enter the Scheme but they
should remember that if they do not enter
the Scheme, their wives will not be eligible
for the Widow’s Pension of 26s. a week
on their death, nor the Death Grant ot £20.
They should also remember that a married
man aged 65, with a wife who has herself
attained 60 years of age, will be entitled
by wayv of Retirement Pensions to 42s. a
week, which is 6s. a week more than the
Unemployable Allowances of 36s. a week.

- o I} /
We therefore strangly advise Hiem to go inlo

/ ok f ! s I} I £ s Jyes o - i J
the Sehwewe and 1f they have nol airveady completed
he form of anthority semt with Mr. Asken’s

they showid do g0 al onee and relnrn i

lo R

There are some St. Dunstaners who
originally received the Unemployable Sup
plement of 105, a week and the 11s, or
12s. a week from their Approved Society
and who, because of the increased Sickness
henefit 'iu\.ll:h' under the National Insurance
\¢ Ly will have received a notihication from
the Pensions Ministry telling them of the
cancellation of the Unemployable Sup
plement, This was at the time to their
;il‘\:li]l.l'-'t', hut now the [ ncn1]ﬁlw_~.';1|\lc
Supplement has been increased it 1s better
for the St. Dunstaner to give up his
Sickness Benefit altogether and to take
once again his Unemployable Supplement.
No action is necessary by the St. Dunstaner
as the Ministry of Pensions have told us
that 1|1L'_\' themselves will attend to the
adjustment.

It appeared to us that in such cases, if
the St. Dunstaner could continue to obtain

from | doctor Medical Certificates and
send them as at present to the Ministry of
National Insurance, he should be given
automatic credit of contributions so that
he would not have to find the 4s. 8d. a
week which would otherwise be payable.
We have taken up this matter with the
Ministry of National Insurance and are
happy to say that this pre cedure will be in
order. If anv St. Dunstaner is doubtful
about this particular point and needs advice,
he should write to Mr. Askew as it is
essential that Medical Certificates should
be sent as hitherto.

There are a few St. Dunstaners who
cannot qualify for the U nemployable Sup-
plement from the Ministry of Pensions,
and St. Dunstan’s in these cases 18 making
them an equivalent allowance from their
own funds. An increased allowance to
bring them into line with the Government
Scheme will be paid and the necessary
adjustment will be made with the remittance
sent on August 14th,

From Our Post-Bag

In forwardine a donation for St
Dunstan’s from West Dravton and Yiewsley
Branch of Toc H, the organiser sent a
messace of cood cheer to all St. Dunstaners
from Charles Hancock, a member of the
branch. Mr. Freeborn, the oreaniser,
added: “ It is his wonderful spirit that has
inspired us to carry through with this
;lll‘l‘-'\_';:|.”

A tribute to another St. Dunstaner, this
time throueh a branch of the British Legion,
has also reached us. It is from the Yeovil
Branch Hon. Secretary, and he :apca1|\w' of
the rood work being done for the Branch
by F. ]J. Westaway, of Yeovil, who has on
many occasions made mats for the Branch
and presented them to raise funds for the
Benevolent Fund.

[ohn W. Gard, s.s.E, who i1s Hon.
Secretary, Devon County, British Legion,
has written a most useful Guide for Branch
Secretaries and Members. Although he
15 just outside the definition of a St
Dunstaner, John Gard is one of St. Dun-
stan’s best friends, and one of the most
active workers in the Legion, to which he
has given lifelong service. His Guide
should be invaluable to Legion Branch
ofhicials.
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Pensions Debated Again in the
Comimons

Opening the Debate in the House of
Commons on July 29th on Service Disable-
ment Pensions, Sir lan Fraser said:

** Tt is a fact that, since 1919 progressively,
and more particularly in the last ten years,
WALCs ]}.1\ L [":HL"] VETY m:liui;!”_\' SOIMme-
thing between 60 and 200 per cent. The
value of the pound has gone down. Since
1938 it has gone down from 20s, to 12s.
In every x]\|u-1'g- there has been an economic
change. The payvments made by the nation

tor all classes of hurt and maimed and old
ased. Many of

them have been increased by 50 per cent.

sle -. 4 i"l.' |3L.'L.'1‘. il'l-'

and some of them have been doubled.
Directors’ fees, professional fees, the earn-
ings of doctors, solicitors, journalists, even
of Members of Parliament, have all been
raised. [low are our disabled ex-Servicemen
of the two wars faring in these changed
CCOne nl\.!:.c' ('i1'£ umstances ‘

“ Throughout the history of moden
pensions’ law and practice, all parties have
1'\_L'u_11'r_i~'u|_| that the penston 15 |\:||11_ not for
loss of earning power, but upon a medical
assessment of the |1.l|1||€('.|[1 which the
P;Lr-’.iull..ll' disability ]\|;i:‘v~ upon the indivi-
dual.  That handicap is presumed to exist
and believe me, it does exist—not merely
in his work, but also in his play, and in his
time of rest. Day and night the man has
vith him that |‘Iil!fi!‘.'_'.||)‘ be it great or small,

wearing .! 1m -|-:'-.\ 1 .!|1r;. a i‘.;' _'_'\'I-.

-, his capacity to stick to a job, or to

enjoy his pleasure or his leisure hecomes
the harder.

* Even in the great slump of 1931, Sir
[an ('I|1'|1i|'|1.lﬂ'{|, a <]!".1|J|i."| men were better
off because when the axe fell on everyone
else and prices reached the bhottom, their
pensions remained the same. But [rom
that day onwards they have seen the cost
of living rise 60, 80, even 100 points, and
all those in work have had is a 5s.
rise.”

The Minister had hinted in a previous
debate that there was no need to \ill;muhh\-‘
for these men because the :|'|;tjr-1'ir_\' of then
had a job at the present time, but Sir lan
showed that this was no new point because
ever since 1922 the overwhelming majority
of all disabled men were in work.

The reason for the fairly full employment
of disabled men had been the I'.'rsru1 sense
and sympathy of private employers, of local

authorities and of Government employers,
and the fact that the disabled man made up
for his handicap by doing an extraordinarily
cood job and was well worth employing.
Whether the pension was for the very
severely disabled man and was relatively
high, or whether it was a small percentage
for the partially disabled, it was a make-
weight for his handicap and it was no
arpument for not adjusting the make-weight
to modern conditions to say that so many
of these men were employed.

\ny increase in war pensions should be
firo for oflicers and N.C.O.s. He had
scen it suggested that the few shillings a
week extra paid (o corporals, sergeants and
warrant ofheers should be merged.  Such
a chanve was not only inadvisable and
iequitable to those w ho had recetved it tor
thirty years but would only save 2 per cent.

Referring  to the statement made by
certain M.P.s that the miners were entitled
to more money hecause of the risks of
their |||-|.||--.||'_'\, Sir lan said,

If it is a pood argument to say that the
risle which a man runs in his work in itself
SUB sty the amount of {'II1H]'L‘|].‘~;IHUH he
should receive, then | submit to the House
that the risks of war must he |!1'HpL'1'|‘w‘
measured,

“\While the emergency is on, and until

the war oflicially comes to an end, the
regular serving soldier, sailor or airman 1s
looked after by the Ministry of Pensions if
anything happens to him. 1f an airman 1s
hurt in the flight to Berlin, he w ill be looked
after by the Ministry of Pensions and will
have all the advantages we have won foi
him in this House, of appeal tribunals,
oiving him the benehit of the EII‘!I[‘[, Anc
all the rest, The moment the war oflicially
is over, the Regular man goes back to the
are of the Army, the Navy or the An
Force, and they have to carry him on their
official Vote. That ought to be altered.
The Ministry of Pensions know their job
well.  They deal far more sympathetically
and subject to rules which are better for
the men, and if we are to have the Ministry
of Pensions I"'Ii”I" on with this '|||l\ S0 W k‘“,
they might well be charged with the duty
of looking after the small number of men
who fall by the way in time of peace.

“ 1 feel that we owe to the men who have
been disabled in our service something
financial at the pl't.’wm time because of the
change in values since we compensated
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them in 1919, It is a little ironical and sad
that the men and women in our Services
who preserved our way of life and made
possible our advance towards the better
world we are trying to build, should be
those who, for i\]!\‘\'iC}il reasons, cannot
enjoy it. These men have saved ourmaterial
civilisation and have saved many other
hidden and spiritual things. We may well
say of them
‘ Far have they come,
Much have they braved;
Give them their hour of play;
While the hidden things their hands
have saved
Work for them day by u!;i}'.‘ 1]

‘The Minister of Pensions, Mr. _\l;ln_[ll:l[]t],
reviewed the work of his Ministry in
gencral and stated that during the past
ten years, many improvements had been
made in pensions, allowances, eligibility
and services.

Referring to Sir lan Fraser’s observations
about unemployability, he said it must be
easier for a man to get a job now thanitwas
before the war. Mr, Marquand continued:

“In the light of the very large numbers
who are in employment, in the light of the
very substantial numbers receiving unem
]\lllj\:l]\i“!‘}' supplement, special hardship
allowances, constant attendance allowances,
treatment allowances, plus allowances for
their wives and children, let us consider
the question of the basic pension. Too
many people imagine that the figure of
45s. which 1s t]urm'd is the sole income for
a war disabled pensioner. ‘The miscon-
ception probably arises from this phrase
“ 100 per cent. disabled.” There are, as |
said, 52,250 of these, but they are not all
nm-mp]n_\-'ul. The ph:';m: “ 100 per cent.;
as it were, is almost a term of art. It does
not mean what the uninstructed member of
the public may imagine it means—a person
confined to an invalid chair, unable to do
work of any kind. It means simply that
he is disabled to an extent sufhicient to
enable him to qualify for maximum pension,

“The figure of 45s. which has been
referred to is, of course, the figure for a
private soldier. The Hon. Member for
L.onsdale (Sir 1. Fraser) has already given
interesting figures on that point which 1
have no desire to controvert.  This Govern-
ment raised the rate to 45s. in February,
1946, and it is now the same rate as that
provided for civilians under the national

injuries scheme. The Government wants
to assimilate as closcly as it can the National
Injuries scheme with the War Pensions
Disablement provisions. As the House
knows, we are trying in variousways to bring
these together by special limb appliances,
the assessment of disability, and the like.
‘1 do not deny for one moment—in fact
[ assert as strongly as the Hon. Member
for Lonsdale—that this payment of the
basic pension is compensation for disable-
ment; for hardship and misfortune and the
other eventualities following disablement.
There are other allowances. 1 agree that
we need not talk much about the cost of
living or hardship when we are dealing
with basic pension rates. That pension is
a compensarion for the injury done.
The need of the unfortunate pensioner
the man suffering hardship-—is met by our
supplementary allowances. But the Gov-
ernment feel they cannot make additional
payments to those w ho are fully employed.
“The Government cannot agree to
change the basic rate because there are
supplementary schemes existing outside
industry. However, we have looked again
at the special supplements which are payable
in the light of the circumstances at the

present time and the admitted fact that
some prices have risen. The Government
have decided that the unemployability
supplement, which is now 20s, a week, shall
be raised to 30s. a week. These rates of
unemployability, I should point out to the
House, ;qul-. ror all ranks of [‘lL'!lﬁjts['IL'l'?i.

“We have decided to improve the posi-
tion of the other-rank pensioner receiving
treatment allowances who is not eligible
for sickness benefit under the National
Insurance Scheme, by giving him an addi-
tional allowance of 20s. a week. These
allowances can be paid only to the pensioner
in hospital who 1 dependents.  This
also ;1!)|\E|t"~' to the other-rank 11L:11.<i||m‘|',
but I should be prepared to look into any
special cases of hardship of superior ranks
if they are raised. These improvements
will be introduced with effect from 18th
August.”

Brigadier Peto (Barnstaple) warmly sup-
ported the points put forward by Sir lan
Fraser, and said that he and his friends on
that side of the House were more concerned
with whether or not a fair deal is being
received by the 700,000 who - not 100

per cent. disability pensioners. The fact
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which the Minister had mentioned that
out of three irters of a million ex-Service
pensioners, . 130 were 1n r't'u-i|w| of the
hardship allowance, was nothing to be
proud of. e beliecved that the degree of
injury—the loss of a leo, the loss of a hus
band—was the same, whether suffered in
||\Jlilll"~r"\. 11 a |'l‘.l'.i '.Lll"lil_'l'.] or aon hL'l'\ll'L_'.
There were two instances where the
lati hip between the industrial and
tlity pension was not wdentical.

that the Service disability pension

no way contributory. The other

a5 no opportunity for any

the part of the Service or

onl- Tees)

financial com

: the difference
between a disabled person enjoying or not
life; there were many other
considerations.  He asked for three small
points to be considered; the raising of the
\l|!ll'.\.ll1l'c' I-'-l a ‘:‘I"\.IF\‘~ wite trom |l'|‘~. (K]
16s., thus bringine it into line with all other
schemes; the as ment 1'11-!!I'.i'!]'u’:1|-'>l.‘|'|(|11
1 disabled man is unemployed;

lil--.l)_lr 1: { |)L1\\L'L'I| : ';||l_'

ns of privates and se - officers.

Captain  Marsden  (Chertsey) said  the

increase of 81 per cent. of the pension of
the wounded ex-Servicemen compared with
the increase 1n salaries of M.P.s (150 per

| | |\1|sr 11 3 ;\i'l'

rair I SORADIC, I e

{
the Minister to read the speech of

haon, Member for Lonsdale (Sir 1. Fraser).
If that did not stir his heart, nothing would.

Mr. Parkin (Stroud) |\.1i\;- a  generous
ribute to the work of Mr. Webh, the pen
stons and employment othcer of the British
Lesion. He added: * Nothing in terms
of money can I.Il::u!'L'I'lx':I&_' tor what these
men have s o £ | I am not only

speaking of the p disabled, because

I
no man comes t of a war unscathed.
Every man has to f § own problems.
How much m I vat the case for the
disab anc ¢ nany more of these
“ dark hours nseen W he sometimes
wonders if it had not been better never to
have come back at all.”

Lord Willoughby de Eresby (Stamford
and Rutland) supported Sir lan Fraser and
sugeested that as an alternative or second
best to Sir Tan’s proposal for an increase in
the basic rate, the basic rate of pension for

all other ranks should be raised to that of a

W.0O.1, which would mean a ris
to 61s. Bd. a week, His opinion w
a disability pension should he based
on the devree of disability and that
qm"wlin'.l of rank should not ¢
[le thought there should
cent. ]1|ll-- assessment for disability
illogical and almost indefensible th
the Minister laid down with meticulons
Carc "l'.l‘lL'\ FOr those s |I||.|'||'i'|.1 WHons, Onc
one gets above 100 per cent., the Niniste
1'L|.|,'l'5 0N Various s I!"l‘lL"l]\ meary |.| YA
from l‘|1|§-|ll‘.L' Ly Make l:|‘ IIH cibterenct
People below 100 per cent, could
the "l|'|‘|c'||-:.'.=_'r\ allowances; tho
were over 100 per cent, should
consideration. e also felt tl
!n--'.ii'-it' tor scal the constar
allowance from five to twen 1E
to be a step between twenty and forty.
Dr. Haden Guest I‘l of the oreat
increase in the numbers of disabled men
who were now entitled ension as a
result of the extension of forms ol assistance
eiven, but he added: *° Disabilities ot any
kind, contracted while in the Services,
should entitle the Serviceman to proper
compensation without any questi
attributability or acoer
Mr., Grimston (Westhury) said that the
Minister could hardly object that member
on both sides of the THouse had expressed
disappointment with his speech for he
turned down  almost  ¢very  suppestion
which the Member for lLonsdale (Sir L
Fraser) made very movingly and  very
‘\llll"'ll']_\. Mr. Girimston ¢ II||'|I.I|I'|:
the rises which had taken 'I‘].II-
which the average pensioner
wanted more than other peo
of his disability —bus and
olass of beer, and tobacco
the minine  industry he said a  schen
had just been approved under which five
sixths of the extra of  compensation

was to be borne by the public. It
was obvious, from the ftact that the
scheme was ;I_[\!lrf-‘-nl., that the Govert
ment and Parliament were satistied  that
the compensation was not sufhcient. |l
could not imagine that on either side ol
the IHouse, there was a wish ta denyto the
ex-Servicerman what was deemed o be
expedient for another class of the commun
ity. To talk of deorees of risk  was
completely irrelevant.

Mr. Marquand said they thought it was
reasonable to l-‘ut'p the rate for the disabled
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war pensioners at the same level and to try
gradually to assimilate the practice of the
Ministry  of Pensions, the Ministry of
National Insuranceand the Ministry of Health
for the benefit of all classes in the community
who are suffering from these disablements,
to which Sir lan Fraser replied:

“ 1f the Government make so much of
the [“\;Hl that it wants the soldiers’, sailors’
and airmen’s scheme put on the same i
as the industrial scl
Minister reconcile that with not taking

1ICmMe, how can

into account such an important and new
situation as the supplementary schemes to

the industrial scheme:

Mr. Marquand: * Because those who
work in the industries and contribute to a
f-ll'l‘ll"\IL'-'ll“" wv scheme are entitled to have
Al the benefits for which they contribute
and because the vast majority of war pen-
sioners are fortunately and happily in work
and earning wages at the same rate as the

rest of the community. A\ny disabled man
has the right to benefit from a supplement:
scheme as .l|\|\llcn'1 to his industry, at

same time as the more f

“The Noble Gorad he 'mber  for
Rutland and Stamford, raised points about
the possibility of havine a higher disability
assessment than what we now call 100 per
cent.. and also about the constant attend
.1||r\\\:5||n_. We hawve .ll.l'!'illlu\ &lf\\_'l]"“"l'li E}'Ii'\
(o some extent with the association to
which he helones, and  we will further
|

consider what it has said, and what he has

said to-night, and undertake that an answer
will be sent to the as on on this point
betore very

S laving san - want the social services
assimilated to make wide provision for all
Linds of disability and misfortune, 1 will
oy that 1 will consult with the Minister
of National Insurance not only on the
three points my [lon. friend the Member
for Stockton-on-Tees  (Mr. hetwynd)
paised, but also on the general question
of trving to  eliminate any anomalies

that may exist between various schemes.

“ Tlhese anomalies do exist, as my Hon.
friend said, in the differing rates for com-
pensation for the loss of the same kind ot
i'5'||3 that are '|1,|:|_!| o the various ranks In
the Armed Forces.  However, retrospective
alteration involving reduction of incomes
would not be a fair proposition. 1 under-

take to study the matters raised.”

REVIEW

Free Motor Cars for Some
Disabled

On June 7th, during the Committee
Stave of the Finance Bill, Sir lan Fraser
moved a new clause to exempt from the
purchase tax motor cars for 100 per cent.
pensioners. The Financial Secretary to the
Treasury rejected this on veneral grounds,
but stated that the Minister of Pensions,
as a result of pleas that bad been made in
the House by Mr. W. S. Shepherd, Sir Ian
Fraser and other Members, intended to
bring in an improved scheme for the supply
of free motor vehicles for certain C.m:}'ur'{tr\
of disabled men and women.

Sir lan
Eraser satd that he did so with reluctance
because he felt that any new ¢ me the
Government ]l;'-nl_l_'_'_ll[ in would henefit
Very E.L".\' whes s the remova of _[I-I1't.'|1d$l.'
tax would benefit many.

On July 27th, Sir lan Fraser asked the
Minister of Pensions if he had

ment

|‘l_'l'11 worked out 11 .I"_"L(_‘.'.]LI” A .‘ :||.\'
Central Advisory Committee under which
a limited number of small cars, not exceeding
1,500, will be made available over the next
two years for supplying, free of charge, to
certain classes of very seriously disabled
war pensioners who mav elect to receive a
car in place of the motor pr pelled tricycle
] they
reg tions. T
double lew amputees, OF w A
amputation is above the knee, par
and pensioners suffering from
abilities resulting in the total, or almost
total loss of use of both legs. When the
needs of these. clas: have been satished,
anv balance of cars available within the
qumber stated will be distributed on as fair
a |".l“'|.\ as ‘I"-||"'“||"|ZL' T =||-_|'|l"|' VEIY ."&".|"'lif‘~|‘.
disabled war pensioners at present supplic
with motor f:‘l"-‘l‘-L'll.'L'Z.l tricycles to enable
them to obtain or retain employment, and

also to blind war pensioners who requ

car for the same purpose.

“The cars will remain the property of
my Ministry and will be -\|J|*'|1|iL'L| under
certain conditions and with proper sate-
guards in respect of the Department’s
liability as owners. The pensioner will be
responsible for driving licence, oaraging,
repairs, and maintenance and running costs,
but will receive an annual grant from my
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Department towards the cost of these items.
My Ministry will be responsible for payment
of the road tax and comprehensive in-
surance.”

Sir 1. Fraser: * Whilst thanking the
Minister for his statement, may 1 ask him
first, when will he issue full details of this
scheme; secondly, whether the 1,500 cars
are for one year or two years; and thirdly,
how many ex-Service men will get motor
cars in addition to those who now have
tricycles?’

Mr. Marquand: * In reply to the last of
those qum!iuns, which I remember most
easily, it is difficult to say, because we do
not know how many of those who have
a tricycle at present will opt for a motor
car. There may be many who prefer ro
have a tricycle because it gives greater
mobility in certain cases. The figure of
1,500 relates to a period of two years,
mainly because of difficulties of supply at a
time when it is necessary to export as many
cars as we possibly can. I hope the details
of the scheme will receive some publicity
tomorrow so that pensioners will be aware
of them, but we shall be sending out letters
to all the eligible classes. However, I
must reiterate what | have already said,
that the figure of 1,500 is spread over a
considerable period and it will take time
to meet all the requests which we shall
undoubtedly receive.”

In a passage during the recent war
pensions debate, Mr. Marquand, referring
to the motor car scheme, said:

“ The announcement which 1 had the
pleasure of making to the House last week
about the supply of motor cars, which will
in itself, when it is fully in operation, cost
something in the region of £500,000 or
£1 million, indicated a new provision, which
is one of many that are being made, for the
purpose of trying to help the pensioner to
live, so far as his disabilities will allow him,
a normal life, to meet the normal community,
to drive in the sunshine when we have it,
to visit his friends and relatives, accom-
panied sometimes in his car by relatives,
so that ht' (lllL“i not go about in .‘le]ilLl(]l.'.
Everything that I can do to aid this con-
structive service I will do.”

For Sale
CARAVAN, four berth, modern, new. (450
or nearest offer. Electric light, gas cooker,
plenty of cupboards, wardrobe. Suitable

for four people—W. Collyer, 96

Bermondsev Street, Bermondsev, S.E.

Birth
Lee.—On July 12th, to the wife of ]. A.
Lee of Leeds, a son—Christopher John.

Death
Newsman.—We extend our deepest sym-
pathy to R. Newman, of Hastings, who
lost his mother on December 16th last.

Marriage
SpencE—RawsoNn.—On  July 17th, E.
Stewart C. Spence to Miss Joyce Rawson,

Silver Weddings

Congratulations to the following upon
their anniversaries:—

Mr. and Mrs. ]J. Whittingslow, Kidder-
mister, December 16th, 1947; Mr. and Mrs.
W. Carthy, Rainworth, Manchester, August
1st; Mr. and Mrs. G. Wilkins, Reading,
August 11th.

Right There

I cannot see, so I must ask my way arosund the
lown :

Or if the Station is uphill, or if the way is down.

My heart is filled with mirthless glee, when
carelessly they say

“Oh, that’s all right, you turn * Right there,
and then you go * That way.

“ 15 © Straight ahead’ before yowr eyes,” and
they walk on, and then

I stumble on not knowing why, or what, or
where, or when.

So many times they say to me * Why, that’s it
over there”’

WWith not a thing to show me, exactly, where is
“There.”

The elevator is  Right There,”” the stairs are
* Right There,” too-

I turn first right and then to left, 1 don’t fknow
what to do.

“ Right There's your bread, and here’s your soup
and over there your tea,”

[ find the water when I reach—it’s spilled all

“over me!

“ Right There™ the door I pust walk through,
my chair is placed ** Right There,”

“ Ryoht There™ the desk I should meet you, but
you alone know where.

Just thoughtlessness 1 know, of conrse, but I'd

~ like ﬁ;ﬂ:.r to explain

Just where *“ Right There™ is apt fo be to us
who seek in vain.

D. C. James.
(Sent to us by A. R, Reynolds, of Shrewsbury.)
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