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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

Mr. Hankey Retires

R. H. Alers Hankey has retired from the Chairmanship of St. Dunstan’s, South

Africa, He was Honorary Treasurer for ten years and then Chairman for a

a similar period. No Committee-man or officer has rendered more valuable service.
Mr. Hankey was for many decades a leading figure in the commercial and social life of
South Africa and the respect in which he was held by Governments and in the community
generally was of the greatest value to St. Dunstan’s, South Africa, as well as here in the Old
Country. 1 wrote in my Notes last month that our organisation in the Union looked
after the members of our St. Dunstan’s family there very well indeed, and all who know
will agree this was due in very large measure to the wise and kindly administration over
which, as Chairman, Mr. Hankey exercised so benevolent an influence. St. Dunstaners
in South Africa and we at home owe him a deep debt of gratitude and will think of his long
and devoted services and generous personality with affection. T am glad to learn that he
will continue to be a member of our Committee. All his friends will earnestly hope that
he will enjoy good health in his retirement from active office.

Sir Donald Mackenzie-Kennedy, about whom a brief note appears on another page,
takes Mr. Hankey’s place. I had the pleasure to meet him in Cape Town recently and
admired his lively grasp of our affairs and powers of leadership. We wish him luck.

Tembani Matron

South Africans will also join with St. Dunstaners in Britain in expressing their thanks
to Miss Hester Pease, who also retires at this time. She has been over a long period a
well-loved After-Care Visitor, and during the war years was Matron at Tembani, our war-
time Training Centre at Cape Town., The good wishes of many who benefited from her
understanding help will go with her.

Miss Pease will be succeeded as After-Care Visitor by Miss P. N, Cox, who herself
worked as a V.A.D. at Tembani, and later as a V.A.D. at West House and at the Transit
Hostels in London. Miss Cox has, during the past few weeks, accompanied Miss Pease
on her visits to St. Dunstaners in order that she might become acquainted with them and
the work. She will take over the reins in the New Year and we all will wish her well.

It is a melancholy thought that these Notes of mine so frequently refer to retirements,
but this is due to the fact that an unduly large proportion of our Committee-men and staff
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are in the older age groups because St. Dunstan’s started operations thirty-eight years ago,
and inevitably our first helpers were in early middle age at the beginning.

A Happy Christmas

Christmas is a time for sentiment.

We St. Dunstaners will think with lasting

affection of Sir Arthur Pearson, who died just before Christmas in 1921. And of many

others who have served us well over the years.

Christmas is also an occasion for t';LmIl_\_;‘

reunions. St. Dunstan’s family of many thousands of men, women and children in all
quarters of the world cannot go to one great reunion—I wish they could—but we can think
of each other and the bonds of experience that unite us.

IAN FRASER.

To Sir Arthur’s Memory

On the morning of December 9th, the
thirty-second anniversary of the death of
our Founder, Sir Arthur Pearson, Bart.,
Mr. Askew, with two 5t. Dunstaners,
Messrs. N. Downs and M. Doyle, and Head
Orderly T. Watson, went to Hampstead
Cemetery where a wreath was placed on
Sir Arthur’s grave *in affectionate and
erateful remembrance from the war-blinded
men and women of the Empire, 1914-18
and 1939-45.”

A Service to the memory of Sir Arthur
was held on the morning of Sunday,
December 13th, at the Ovingdean Chapel.

Dunstaners from Ovinedean and West
1se and many living in the Brighton
area were present.

Sir Nes ille Pearson, Bt . "{_'.'::i [|1L‘ l.esson
and t Service was conducted hy the Rev.
Dennis Pettit, a St. Dunstaner, and the
Rev. W. |. Taylor.

The congrezation included Lady Pearson,
Sir Tan and 1..1-|_‘. Fraser, and many other
friends of St. Dunstan’s including Miss Pain.

Coronation Souvenir Programmes

A limited number of Coronation Sou-
venir Programmes are any
St. Dunstaner would like to have one will
he send a postcard to Matron Ramshaw,
at Ovinzgdean, It has
St. Dunstaners might like to have them by
them when listening to excerpts from the

been suggested that

Coronation Broadcast at Christmas.
[n view of the uncertainty of Christmas
mails, immediate application should be

IMAac 1(‘.
Grandfathers

B. Vatley, Mark’s Tey; T. H. Morley,
Chaddesden, Derby.

Are You a Philatelist?

In other words, do you collect stamps?
We know that a few St. Dunstaners are
collectors. F. A. E. Hawes, of Swindon,
with his brothers, has a collection of some
50,000, but the question has been raised
by one of our helpers. He adds: “In a
former number of one of the well-known
philatelic magazines | came across a very
iillL']'L‘f\!i]]Z[ article which told of a blind
stamp collector who was exceedingly cxpert
not only in selecting stocks himself from
lht' i|(':l|c‘|'\ \'-.'il|1 ‘.\'||ts|1'. hl' n]!li |!Li~|1[\_"\\, ]HII
who also was so expert that he could
detect almost without fail for Teries, defective
stamps, and others which, for instance, had

been dexterously repaired.”

Miss Hester Pease

The Chatrman, in his Notes, has referred
to the retirement of Miss Hester Pease as
\fter-Care Visitor, and many St. Dunstaners
|.|\. u'\]‘r\-.-.:rj. a4 \'-.1:~]1 to !.||f\\-:_".'||n" to a
presentation to her.

Mr. Askew has offered to act as Honorary
Treasurer of the Fund, and St. Dunstaners
who desire to associate themselves with the
presentation should send their subseriptions
to him at 1 South Audley Street, London,

W.1.

Personal
Miss Gordon, Northern Area Welfare
Visitor. who, as St. Dunstaners in her Area
will know, will not be in this country at
Christmas-time, wishes all her men, and
their families, a merry Christmas and a
very happy New Year.

Placement
I.. R. Brown, Bedford, as a tobacconist

and confectioner.
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London Club Notes

The Committee of the London Club
all members a very Happy Christn
the best of good luck throughout 1954,

The annual General Meeting will be held
on Friday, January 15th, at 7 p.m. The

genda will include a report of the year’
progress, presentation of the balance sheet
and election of new committee member
[t is hoped that all St. Dunstaners will
make a special effort to attend.

Bridge.—S5t. Dunstan’s bric
held their sixth annual Brid,
Ovingdean on November
This is the only Congress
players in the United
probably in the world.
Dunstaners attended from
country, and with the Commandan
Matron as our hosts, we were a very
party. Once again » were very for
in having with us
Tournament Director.
vo to Alfred for giving up a week
work so hard in |:|;l|‘.|'._'!|';-_'_ our Longress
tor us.

The main event of the Congress is the
“ Pairs ” for the Sir Arthur Pearson Cup.
This year the Cup was won by Messrs,
A. Fisher, of Glasgow, with h S partner

B. Ingrey, of Croydon.

Was i oreat

cffort—good, steady bridee. The runner
up for the Pairs, ‘|‘i\.'||1!'. tor second place,
were Messrs, P, Nuyens and H.
E. Slaughter and H. Costigan.

The [=.|I|\'!|‘\ for Fours was w
H. Bulman, E. ( arpenter, |, B, Caudle and

R. Freer, and the runners-up were Mess
Jock Brown, |. Fleming, F. Kirkbricht and
J]. Simmons.

At six o’clock on the Sunday, the end of
the Congress, Drummer thanked Matron
and all her staff for making the week-end
so enjoyable. e then presented Matron
with a bouquet, after which Matron pre
sented the prizes.

We then elected our new Caprain for the
Hridg_'_t' Section, for, as most of vou know
I am unable to stand next year. S. Web
and W. Bishop were !\|t.i|~rr‘;(':|,

, Bill Bishop
Congratulations, and good luck,

'Hu' \ llJ:.\ ["]:t_\'n_‘ll lhln‘n‘ HI:lH}IL'x (4]
the month. On November 7th
[. Waller’s team; on Novemben
were away to Lyons and here

some close voti

not successful; and on November
Lot the Midlan | Bank »
lost to them.
In the London Business Ho
Paul Nuvens’ team has played 6, winning
i and losit and Tiny Fleming’s te:
has played 4, winning 2 and losing 2.
H, Gover.
Indoor Section
\ retarn l'i:ll'l !-|.'|f_'j'\ was :"l'.'L‘\L"l at TJI-'.L'
Club on Monday, November 16th. acainst
members from the Addiscombe and Shirley
British Legion. Althourh we lost the
match by two games to one, everyone
present enjoyed a very !‘iL_'.l'\.l..i_ ev L'i'j|l-llr.
Results of the Sir Arthur Pearson Memorial
Trophies Competition for 1953 are as

Wi ;
Darts, T.B.
Winnes
Dominoes
AN e

a1¢ _'II.'\L".."_k’li by Mr. A. D.
Is at th lub on Saturday, December
5th. W. Bisuop.
Qutdoor Section
t-IJI'
| the O I'i";lt' Trac
November 21st.
irrivals caused a del
3 YETITOLS
and fast start.
the pace 1ro
on for the fas
cood times hi
the not s st. It was to gain
Road Walking Association 6-miles-in-the-
our badees tor those who had not
5 the
izes.. Of these men,

0, plus, of course,

as outstanding, as he

has ever done

to finish 5th in the race and gain

his R.W.A. badge. Pat Cryan also walked
very well, fimishing 4th in the race and

saining his badge also winnine the

: 2
handicap. also qualified
Iriends
this 15 really only their fin SEasOn
h, althoueh | have
will see
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EVEeL. |L_'I'I'\ |.‘\:‘\]1, a relativ L'l.'\ few COMmMer,

was second in the handicap, and Joe Kibler,

beating the handicapper, took third

\ze
|

prizes at the Club and t

successtul afternoon’s

FACIOTY ¢ nd.

St. Dunstan’s Si
Park, Saturda

1953

. ..\I. i"  of
B
. Williar

\. Blacke

1 3 1 . . ~ } .
Lady Buckmaster later presented the

hus brought a very

spPOrt to 4 satis-

WM., G

x Mile Walk
Ya November

dmiralty as a typist

Tributes to our St. Dunstaner were ma

4t a presentation ceremu
ithice at vhich he

His colleapue

"ia!-:'-

IESL atl

the ceremo

Wi K L g
ny at the Dockyard
ked for 33 yeat
\"\'ll:'_ Al
1M another

attended

Sir Donald Mackenzie-Kennedy

Sir Donald Mackenzic
"-.i'll'. db mentie
Notes, ha
Hankey as
Committee,
'I':'__:'||-|'|| ¢ care as an
cerved in the first Worl

umber of in

L

,
. - DENAS
Commander-in-Cl

Kenne

Ndministra
d War and
Iportant

averno il

1l |J otectorate,

i 1939

Otheer, Last

.l|‘|‘-:i|".(ii(.n.\l_"'-
ief, Mauritias,

.Il'lfl |||\- retirement

Murder!

had happened svening in Septem
1951, towards the end of our first
as boardine-house keepers.

I was sitting in the house alone listening
to a |"].I\ on the '-\\"\ll_ \.|| iI|'L' ‘.i‘i]ij]\
were out, althe nearly time for
upper and T we ecting them at any

wment.  The fre Or was open, the

:!||-||' clios o, | ot |'Ii |\l'{|, as 18
casid boarding houses when
in and out,

a real bloodeurdler—dogs
'n.'.\|||'|_", WOIMen screaming, nmen .‘-.I:||I.I1I‘.'.;_"
cuns firing—the type of ',I'-|.|\' VOu had to
listen to cither because vou tound it so good
that vou had to hear the end to find out
who dun it,” or becanse vou are too
up and tur the radio off.

I.il’ll'. Calt

Suddenly heard the mnside doo upen,
and a1 s voice shouted, * Can 1 come

eh [ sat still. unable to move

My hands went limp and nagy

frame tell o th
did not know the
of oul ICSES,
|‘.|!.'. mec .:I]-i | a
I'lien his hand went into his pocket. 1 was
perrihed with rear and praycd 1or someore
(K8 his pun out
wondered where the money
-|.|='I\i5L'\l 111¢ ".il\lll ";|||
should 1 am: Lt
vould not hear me.  Could
But 'il\ I>II|\
Lramec.

only thine wa { o

hand came 1 It Pockel
vinted, trembling,  * Have a cigai
Can you put the missus
end?  She’s outside
wered and we were
frieht, he told me
that he and his wite had heen to stay n
he next street the previous year the third
nouse Irom |||'.' lllli_ In the semi |:..I1|-.I]i 58
had made a mistake in the streets.
h us for the week end and
SINce, W hich just frocs Lo
shony
MARGARET STANWAY.
\l-lll-.'.|'|| w.
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We Hear That
A. Scott, of Belfast, who took a Civil
Defence course ¢ + end of October.
is to be issued with a certibicate c|l.|.a||r'\:|1!'
him to lecture,
< <
Frank Hemsworth, of t
caster, won the individual cup for dominoes
i the League contest o ]
local Home Teachine Ory
< <
\]Il||;'.i_'| (HI\L':' |"'.'L"\\_"-[L'l‘ il [.-ni-\ll.l‘.:-ll'-
tray to the organiser of a concert in the
.\'[:l|'||u_\ Hall, South Norwood, on Novem

ber 27th. AL, and Mrs. Wiltshire, of

Norbury, were also ther upport the
ctore,
<r <&
H. T. Cheal, of Saltford
prize for onions and a first
the Bristol Guild of Blind Ga
for 1953,
n o
F. Steventon, of Lisburn, County Antrim,
now nicely settled in his smallholding, has
a budeerigar which talks to him and
him great interest and pleasure.

<

O '-!="|‘ ke
Fast Ham, was the victim of 2 minon
and grab raid this montl
and his wife were awakend
of smashed plass.
1‘!||\|Il}'}. the shop-window
]i:'l][i'|' stolen. i |.\u|!| cman
|||'.1]!l".|\:ll :lI]II'.I‘-'\-I'-,HII!I
and charged.

e e

Sir lan Fraser has been appointed
Officer of the lLegion d’Honneur by
President of the French public, and
Commander de 'Ordre de ouronne
by King Baudouin of Belgium.

o © o

Mrs. E. Slaughter raised (210 for the
Guide Dogs for the Blind Association by
means of a barzaar. Goods made by St.
Dunstaners were amonge the articles ton
sale.  Mrs. Slaughter was President of the

organising committee 1 Salisbury.
Happy Christmas!
The Editor wishes all readers of the

Review a very happy Christmas and the
best of luck in the New Year.

Australian Letter

In a letter to fJL.I_||1||_1;':"'L'1'-. _[I-Em Alton
writes from Melbourne:

“We moved into our own house in
Anril, 1950, It is a five-roomed weather
I | i\ll‘.‘:_"i.!ll"" with tiled root; almost

houses here are weatherboard and
most ve corrugated iron roofs. They
are most suitable for the climate. We have
|I"||!.']'|‘I Cunve |'|iL'[|l'_-i_" sucn as ||'-’[ water

services, refricerator, washing machine
these thines are almost necessities here,
:.lll‘ ALt !lL'['l|ITL'lL:-l‘l]"l_'|-:||:|'.'|'l'l'_';f‘['\ (0% L'|-[|]L'
it does occasionally in mid-summer.
ill doing well at work, working
firm since I
| like the work very much,
a vood firm to work for, and

[ have an exceptionally g
| assemble air compressors and
to date I reckon I have assembled
nearly 5,000,

“1 have had two spel
[ have been out here. The htirst was on
the right eve. The next was last month
and it necessitated the removal of the left

The “L':‘;:H'.'l[i'”] HH*]‘-I[.]] at Heidle
Iv a marvellous place. Whilst
a deputation from my firm
visited me (the shop-steward and

ymmittee n ) bringing me a kit

1ospital since

of fruit, sweets, cigarettes, and a big
of | s (just in case, | thought).

aird how things were

and |':L' answerca \

“Thines are at a standstill, Pm afraid,’
implyvine that they were waiting for me to
come back., When | did eet back to work
| found my bench just as 1 had left it; my
foreman wouldn’t let anvone touch any
thine, so that 1 could carry on where 1
left off.

[ have blossomed out a bit socially
since living out here. [ have learnt to
dance and attend a dance once a fortnight
throughout the cool part of the year.
Durine the summer months we *]‘-L-‘.‘-.l.i (8108
leisure hours down on the beach. The
variation in water temperature is about
8 deerees, so in winter the sea fee 1
warm and in summer, refresh

We ge

for a few years now. The R.AALE.

spots them in time to give ample war
“\Well, I must say cheerio for this time,
wishing you all the best of luck over there.”
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Eprror,
[ read with interest in the November issue
of the Review that Bill H.l':!!.'l_!_- was al
to set forth on his 35th 4 vith his presen
Bill, keep coing).
Y service with my firm

1953

'(.Illllll ]l\l I-‘\
Drar Ebpitor,

l was LlL'l!L'l]:L'\] o 'L'J-]
letter in this month’s Review. I had no
intention of criticising work or attitude
(] "'.N' }ﬁ'”!"-h I("']':i:, nion ALt \ |'.l
mterpreted my letter £ ]
Disabled ex-se
their pension |
supporters
Many of
between
Opposition, appear to |

their support now a:

Parliamentary
pledged themse
the cost of living, That means they
back «claims for increa allowa
Surely it 1s reasonable to suppose
have more than one supporter
claims on the Government’s back benches.
[1. ot \‘.i‘],al has EI!'\'II!||I ol .'||L'||-. |_|r| ||\.l-\
were there a few years ago.  The Govern
ment majority 1s small and could not stand
up to a united party’s effort on this matter
if members acted on their conscience and
not at the dictates of the party bosses.  That
is why I asked the question, © Are disabled
EX-Servicemen  victims political hum

bugeing -

."\-|:|i'-LZI|!I||!L.',
Dear Epiror,

The last three copies of the Revirw have
afforded me great amusement and interest.
I am so glad that after many years some foll
have at last realised that the Review is thei
magazine and the words printed in it are
from colleagues and could be their own,
and should be.

[ deplore the apparent cynicism of certain
contributors recently, althourh 1 found
them interesting, and here 1 must say that
I do not like all that is published in the

national Press (I'm not interested in racing
or professional I_tn'nllmi])_ but T do not
think it should be banned or .\im]\]n'd, as
[ know there are many others who are
interested in it .

[ do not think T am a strange sort of
person; just an individual with thoughts of
Iy Own, and | |||-_:'('|' a rreat rh';l] Of interest
in listening to and reading of my fellow
Mmen. .

[ would commend a little thing hy
Rudyard Kipling to many of my fellow
St. Dunstaners—** If*

Finally, dear Editor, may [ extend to you
and the many St, Dunstaners who have
written to and of me the -'w|1‘-._i'lli:1'|u1'1|~ of the
season, il st a sincere |1f.a]‘L' that 1954
will | more and more  seribblings ™
and/or** mast LK o our little |1I||t|r|1§~,'
friend, the St Dunstan’s Review. '

Sincerely,
ML 1, _ic\ll‘-\-.\ll DGE.
Dear FEorror,

Althoueh there have been many com
nients about the recent |c'.1-',ir|_-_'_ -.l.'ifi'|r i|1
the Review, 1 am one of the people who

( with the writer. But not, I
think, for the same reasons. [ appreciate
that the REview is catering for several
thousand people, of all age groups and,
to use a common enough phrase, ** covering
a vood cross section of the community.”
But I hay after much Herme, come to
the stage when | v ““Who wrote it?2 "
.|||-| I|]|'|1 |r'||. 1S5 SOIME NeWwW name, Or someone
who writes a little common sense, then 1
listen to it with real interest.

But | am going to bring up one of my
fighting points yet again and that is, why
not a section, a column or even a --.|u'r:;||

L

corner for the women of St. Dunstan’s?

My mother reads wearily through laying

Lests, rose-growinge, |\|].i-'|" ||..1'|'\‘ (]lIIII1I]IiL'\‘

long wallks, short and fast races, but, other

than a briet word of perhaps Mrs. Stanway,
myself or Miss Simon, never a darned word
about the other women of St. Dunstan’s.

However, as vou can devote the whole of

front page to one man’s **views” on

what he thinks the rest of us should or

should not write, let us |1r.>]u' that vou can
surcly devote one paragraph to what St.
Dunstan’s women do or try to do.
Yours as usual,
MAavurReEeEN LErs,
Birkenhead.
[Well, girls, it’s up to you.—En.]
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Dear Ebprror,

No doubt it is very true that prior to the
appearance of Stewart Spence’s “ front page”’
letter, contributors to the Review gave of
their best as ordinary men and women, and
notas matured writers, yet in understandable
English. They were not, however, fully
aware that their standard of writing would
eventually come under the microscope of
open criticism, nor that for the most part,
their efforts were following on conventional
lines and would, in all probability, be
received by some with only a passing glance.

[ feel that it is not because of any danges
of a fallinp off in contributions that the
Editor thought fit to issue his own comments
at the end of the letter, but rather that he
quite rightly used the occasion to remind
St. Dunstaners that whatever criticisms or
ideas they may have, the Review is the
one medium through which they can reach
those who are ]1[.\']_‘. to be interested. It
is nevertheless implied that efforts should
be made by all to improve the literary
standard of contributions to our magazine,
yet, at the same time we are reminded that
the Review is not primarily a literary
|m|1]it‘:1liun,

Maybe my own efforts in submitting this
letter do not attain even the medium
in literary standards. We do, however,
expect that words used in any letter or
article will clearly cony cy to readers their
purport. In my opinion, our friend Mr.
Spence leaves us guessing in at least two
of his references, and he certainly does not
conceal his prejudice against the general
standard of literature and the conventional
nature of contributions, for he stated that,
= this obedience to convention TIVES
him a jaundiced view.” Can anyone who
is prejudiced (holding a jaundiced view)
express a fair and convineing opinion on
any subject?

How many readers understand  fully
what Mr. Spence really means when he
writes, ““ . . . the only things that are
]1:'[»\'idn_'t| to even out the atmosphere are
the front page article; the Talking Book
criticisms . . . and
from George Ellis and Jock Macfarlane.”
I would ask him—what martter would he
have eliminated from the Review, and
what would he have substituted. Again,
in handing out literary medals to these
selected individuals, Mr. Spence continues,

the occasional letter

“How many of us realise that Ais cheek
positively  balloons with his tonowe when he
(George Ellis) writes a letter to the Editor
abou Sister and the like.” Readers will
need to have an explanation of the words
[ have italicised. I’m not sure that my
own interpretation is right. Can he imply
that George Ellis was very bold or cheeky in
what he had to write on that subject,
or can he simply mean that George was,
all the time, just * laughing up his sleeve ?
Perhaps we may very soon get the explana-
tion. [ hope, however, that these observa-
tions on matters which evoked a timely
comment by the Editor, will not release
a tide of vituperation. We must always
i ‘nuine criticism.

Can we agree that his letter contains
anything to . .. sow the seeds of con-
structive criticism?” T would say ot yes 22
in one respect only, and that is his reference
to there being need for re-vitalisation and
variety, and that this might be achieved
by cach contributor trying to improve on
the others,

Stewart wants something that will really
tickle him, and preferably something that
is new to him, yet he does not wanta * rag.”
Here, in very truth, is set a problem. If
only he had indicated, or will give some
specific subjects which would interest and
tickle him, then I'm sure there are those
amongst us who will ** have a go,” and if
this is Mr. Spence’s first contribution, then
we would all be ‘lL']I:_IhTt'{l to read more
from his pen.

Yours sincerely,
\shton-in-Makerfield. _[I\! SII-%\\',

Drar Eprror,
I thank you for the very flattering way
in which you received my letter, and I must
that I was equally satished with the
result. I think it is worth while drawing
attention to the fact that one experienced
journalist who, unlike many of us, can
claim the distinction of a Cambridge
University journalistic training, saw fit to
finger the critical keyboard and take the
opportunity to tell us something of himself,
like John Oriel. I wish him every success
with his book and great power to his
daughter’s typing; one delightful corre
spondent who was evidently forced to take
the cover oft his machine to write his first
letter to you, and indeed it read like that,
accused me of disdain, etc. Is he of the
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tvpe that is always mistaking sincere feeling
for something else? To him T would sav,
“I feel genuinely appreciative of his
addressing me by my Christian name, but
I am horrified to see it so closely followed
by the very formal “ sir.” ?  Wake up! We
are back in Civvy Street; a lll_'lli'”-]}L'Ll]'[L'd
bit of imaginative construction from ** Nel-
son” and the evidence that, :
George Ellis has mangled his tyvpewriter.

once arain,

This was the published result of my letter,
my very first one too. The unsung
harvest, however, came to me p-.i\:m‘i\' |‘.\'
means of the G.P.O. in dozens. Some
supported keenly, others criticised harshly,
but the majority complained that, since
1]!t'i1' ]L'!l-‘.'.’\ \\Hillil ;-l‘-.»:'l‘l'L_LH\' not ".\L' ]HI]I
lished due to some form of censorship, the
only way to air opinions was by direct
l'-J‘.'I'L"-]-‘"!HdL'l.'IL"L‘. This cannot be [|)L' case,
for apart from the limitations imposed by
lack of space, 1 feel sure that our periodical
£njoys the same freedom of H[\L'LCh and
thought as our daily press and, in fact, the

entire gamut of British journalism. Of

course, we must remember that ours is more
or less a private publication. My conclu-
ston, then from these letters is to make the
sugeestion, which I trust may be considered
constructive, that any St Dunstaner who

lo so sho be allowed to

feels moved to
write the leader for w is, after all, his
own paper, and that * The Chairman’s
Notes,” which deal mainly with his Pa
mentary activities on our behalf, should be
the subject of a special article within the
magazine, .

Finally, in thanking all the con respe ndents
especially those with rejection slips, 1 would
like to say that, it my pen seems to have a
disdainful touch, T am sorry for such wa:
not intended. 1 would like also to render
it clear to all that while I was typing that
letter, I too had the appearance ol ‘-il‘i](‘l'll]_‘.'
from a cumboil! Yours sincerely,

DTEWART M.': NCE.

Dear Ebprror,

It has been said that if yvou lose your sight
vour other senses become more acut
E.h_:\'&']“ik‘t.'i.

[t might be interesting and even amusing
48] :jru|>¢: lI.Lft';Ti'I into  this matter and
analyse our pet likes and dislikes.

Here are mine for what they are worth.

[ /ike the smell of parched earth after
a heavy shower of rain,

[ /ike the taste of tripe and onions just
like my mother used to make it.
[ Zike the ** feel ” of being on board a ship.
[ like the somnd of ice tinkline in a [;;|]
olass on a hot day. .
; the smell of cabbage cookine,
- rarlic.
; icy road.
distifee the somnd of sw earing,
Yours sincerely,

lLLondon, W.11. [orN MarTiN,

|()||!t_". lists of ““likes ” and “dislikes”
welcomed.,  St. Dunstaners should i-:L't|\
to the four senses in the order set out [y
.|"|m. One ecuinea for the best  list
received.  Five shillings for every other list

used. Closinge date: _|.|'.1\|.||\ Oth. |

Televised
Bernard Glover, of Portsmouth, was one
of those r:|!.i.-1_-= part in the television
feature, * Inventors’ Club,” a few weeks
back. Bernard has invented an * accordi
onola ”—an clectronic adaptation of the

]H;l[]n .]t'l'lll'f.||r.\|1 '-.'\||:-\'|| 1as pecn com

I
I
mented upon very favourably in the press.

Talking Book Library
Notre Novembre Dame

There is but one book this month
o ("’\l‘illll‘-E\ ito e » about, and 1t is an
historical biography known in outline
most readers, A\ short life and a not
merry onc.

“ Marie Antoinette.” by Hilaire Bellog,
reader David Llovd |.|||1|"., purports  to
show that this Queen’s life was, from her
very birth, strongly signposted by circum
stance and incident towards a violent end,
and that even had he: temperament heen
different, she would hardly have escaped
her l.:ll\. l|.|t|l|||II|I!' seems to have been
her only real vice, but her general silliness
gave rise to the false and powerful rumours
which ruined her in the hearts of hes ‘I'-‘L'fll‘.li_'.

A good and sincere biography, but,
innocent or cuilty, there can be few people
who relish having  their necks  trimmed
before reaching the apce of 40, and this
French Queen had every cause for indigna-
tion.

Admittedly a very limited readine choiee,
but there is l'|'.lI||‘l1_” more to offer at the
moment,

“ NELsON."
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Ovingdean Notes
Brighton Games Club

The attention of all St. Dunstaners resi-
dent in the Hi'i_!_'_h[un area 15 directed to a
new Tournament. Commencine on Thurs-
day, January 14th, 1954, an Aggregate
Domino Tournament is to be held in the
Winter Garden, Ovingdean, commencing
at 7 p.m. on that date,

Whist, Cribbage and Darts Tournaments
are also being arranged.

The meetings are held regularly on the
second Thursday of each month.

The Sccrerary of the Games Club is
Frank A. Rhodes, of 43 Ainsworth Avenue,
Ovinedean, and any further information

can be obtained from him.

Chess Week-end Tournament
Ovingdean

This was an occasion when distir
people were active, and quite a few pawns!

We were indeed sorry CLiff Stockwell and
F'ommy Tuxford were unable to join us,
but I agree with therr Majesties, His Grace
and the Noble Knights, there are far more
St. Dunstaners who can play Chess than
turn up for this most enjoyable week-end.
\n L'|T|'J\'.l|l|ﬂ' weel \lh] I Wwas, |.HI' '.|](:|L'Lli
[ know of no other contest where the deaf,
.||:||‘Uil'l"\ ,j||:| ||‘\.|||-| k. [.)ill‘.‘l':ll‘-.('l'.\ arc
hette able to meet and vet tog 7 We
who came this yeat hupt that next time there

I be a larger number come along. It
'-|'.lr.|Il| not be suj |\-|-\'ri we who c|<| come
are champions! Far from it, some hadn’t
played a game for 12 months, and one or
LW i h.:\]. Oniy |1.t-| I|;1|‘| i \i-r,'c".' FAMCES, }t1
all the competitions were keenly contested.
[ndeed three were not played out and ¢
Captain had to decide upon the winners.

Whilst the first round of the tournament
WAS 1N prog SO f\.tl'lr'i|.!'-, maormning, |,|J'I'(|
Normanby visited Ovingdean and was very
interested in watching the cames for a
spell.  On Sunday we welcomed a party
of Brichton boys from the School Chess
L.e: e, ;H1\| [h( Y. fFave us somc L'\{'L‘HL‘.".'
tricndly cames.

Charlie Kelk was a popular winner of the
Knock-out Contest, and he is also to be
congratulated on the way he helped to
organise the playing throughout the week-
end. Roy Armstrone (who, we under
stand, is a comparative newcomer to the
Chess hoard) |1|:l\i_'|1 very well indeed to

carry off the second Tournament. Con-
vratulations to them both and to Bill
Hodder who was awarded second prize
in the Cup Tournament.

Charlie Kelk was voted Captain at the
commencement of the week-end—and very
hard-working and able he |1:'mui to be
:\hal_

Captain’s prize for the best games was
won by 2nd War—Bob Evans, of Newbury,
and 1st War—J. B. Campbell, of Houghton-
|g-—h']1| ing.

We look forward to next year’s competi-
tion and hope there will be even better
support from St. Dunstaners. Come along,
some of you chaps—have a shot!

Many thanks to the Staff for the arrange
ments throuchout the week-end, and in
particular to Miss Carlton.

fKing’'s Pawn.™

Entertainments

The two main events of (..}\'irll'.wlu
month are summed up admirably in the

extracts from the local Press:

From AT o and Hove Herald,”

Decer 51/, )

For wvery many years the grocers of
}".|1L'_|,¢m| I:'l..i‘\ (& '.'.lI'\-t'ﬂ .151&: cause of St. Dun-
stan’s to their hearts. They bought and
‘I"f'i"\L}"-.:L'\'l West House to the organisation,
and paid for one floor of the Ovingdean
raming centre.

Fach vear, money subscribed by grocers
all over the country is used by the National
Federation of Grocers to give the St. Dun-
staners a vood time at Christmas.

The oreanisation is carried out by the
Brichton, Hove and District Grocers™ and
Provision Merchants’ Association, who on
Wednesday entertained nearly 500 St
Dunstaners and guides at the Grand Hotel.
They provided a _'._':'.Hh] Christmas dinner,
with ll_‘n'i\'u_\ and all the gay party trimmings.
\fterwards the guests—some of the most
cheertul people ever to dine at the hotel—
enjoved a cabaret arranged by Mr, Norman
Shaw and the Brighton and Hove Operaric
Society. For the erocers have found that
the St. Dunstaners especially those blinded
in the first World War—thoroughly enjoy
til]ilt| iT‘.'LIHiL'.

" The guests were welcomed by the presi-
dent of the association, Mr. W. E. R.
Tongue, and the national [11'L:~i‘|u['1r, Mr.
Leslie Gillett.  Sir Neville Pearson replied
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on behalt of &t. Dunstan’s, Mr. L.
Fawcett, commandant at Ovingdean, was at
the dinner, with the matrons of West | louse
and Ovingdean.

The organisation was carried out by a
voluntary committee of 12, under the
chairmanship of Mr. A, E. Clifford, and
the secretary, Mr. H. Finlay.

From the ** Sussexe Daily News
Sth, 1953.—

Lord Freyberg,V.C., distinguished veteran
of two world wars, visited Brighton last
night for the first time in 13 years to mect
80 war-blinded ex-service men.

The occasion was the 33rd annual dinner
provided for St. Dunstan’s men by busmen
of Brichton, Hove and District Omaibus
Company and Southdown Motors at the
Black Lion Hotel, Patcham.

Lord Freybery, Governor-General ol
New Zealand for six years, met and chatted
with first and second world war veterans.

They told their cuest, whose vi wWas
kepta secret, of where they served and how
they were blinded. He told them of his
many campaigns and how he was wounded
13 times.

But when Lord [.I'L'_‘.|u1 was introduced
to Peter Booth he was not sure what to say.
For Peter is only 21.

[IC Wwas ii'|1|?||‘]':{'|! .'||:|'. eIrvinge 45 a
national serviceman in Korea and was the
'JH:_\' one of a section to come out alive.
Then he spent nine months as a prisoner.
Now he is at St. Dunstan’s Training Centre
at Ovingdean.

Lord Freyberg congratulated Mr. A. F. R,
Carling, general manager of Southdown
Motors and his organising committee, for
all they had done for St Dunstan’s. And
he singled out for special praise 68-year-old
Mr. Mark Richards, of Ellen Street, Hove,
whose collections among his fellow busmen
started the enterprise.

My, L. Fawcett, commandant of St
Dunstan’s, Ovingdean, said the local bu
men had been helping his organisation
one way and another for 30 years.

Christmas Greetings
(_i;:’l\‘.:'l;m\i:lﬂr‘ Matron and Staff at Oving
dean and at West House take this oppo
tunity of sending greetings and good wishe
to all St. Dunstancrs for a very happ
Christmas and New Year.

Is it “Coincidence’?

*God o Il may never be hke that
man.”  This quotation from an article
written by the late Capt. Appleby, and
found in his papers, stirred the subconscious
in me and |1:'m|_:1|1r to the surface recollec-
tions of many similar experiences,

One day in 1917, whilst on ])i:.\pi!:ﬂ leave
after being gassed at Nieuport, I was
indulging in my favourite pastime of going
round the antique shops, feasting my cyes
on the beautiful things displayed in the
windows when, without any warning, the
thoueht hit me, ** Wouldn’t it be terrible
if T went back and was blinded.” ‘The
thought and the queer feeling in my
stomach was toreotten as 1 returned to the

crowded pavement, to be recalled in all its
vividness a few weeks later for, like Capt.
\|c'|)_\\ It |I.:|‘]"L'IIL\1 L7 6 4 el

Some years later, during a holiday with
sister, | told her of this experience, to
hich she replied: “ 've never told you be-
fore but, the morning you went to join up, |
thought | had been sitting with mother to try
and keep her from worrying, and as you
walked down the road she said * There FOCS
the last of the five and it’s too much to ex-
pect them all to come back as they have
rone, but there are two things I pray they will
escape, blindness and injury to the brain.””
\ few weeks later she was visiting one of my
brothers who was quite mad from a head
injury  (thank God, he only lived five
months), while 1t was my lot to be blinded.
T'o me thereis something more than mere
coincidence in such phenomena: 1 believe,
thoueh we are not conscious of 1t at the
time, that for a !|\L'[|[1-_5. moment we are
vouchsafed a glimpse into the future, a
glimpse which is a preparation for the
tulbilment of an |||l"-{.ll‘.l|>|t' part o out
& ‘-‘illj-.,

RoGrrs.

Young St. Dunstaners

Marriages

On October 31st, Frederick Watts (Rock
ferry), to Miss Norah McDonnell.

On November 14th, the youngest son
of A. C. Brignal, of Ht'i",]:lun,' was married.

On November 21st, Kenneth North-
raves (Hampton).

On October 17th, the elder son of S.
Gobourn, of Cheltenham.
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Not “ The Boys > Please
The  Air Force Daily,” a newspaper for
United States airmen in Burope, objects to
Servicemen being called * the boys.”
¢ Tt never was apt or fitting and was, and
is thoroughly resented by men of all
ranks.” a leading article said recently.
“ It smacks a good deal of mama’s spoiled
darling and does not depict an armed,
trained and dangerous man.
“ Fact is, we could never see anything
wrone with calling a soldier a soldier,
an airman an airman, or a sailor a sailor.”

St. Dunstaners—any comment?

Hot Chestnut

Tommy was the son of a St. Dunstaner,
and although a very bright boy it must be
admitted he was not quick at figures. The
other dav the teacher said, *° Tommy, what
would £3 15s. and 4 15s. amount to?
Tommy looked blank. He didn’t know.
“ Come,” said teacher kindly, * make it
easier for you. Suppose your father came
home to-day with his pension trom the
post office and gave your mother £3 15s.
in that hand and [4 15s. ir at hand.
What would your mother have? ” Quick

a flash, Tommy replied, * She’d have
a fit.”

P.S.—The above smile appeared in the
Shetleld Teli during the summer of
1907, but I have ™ hotted ™ it up a bit.

B. Hasmirron.

Young St. Dunstaners

\lan Alexander (Parkstone, Dorset) has
been wounded in the foot while
with the ! Watch in Kenya. This 1s
his second wound, but happtly 1t s not
Serious

E\Elila'; Harry MeAndrew, clder son of
Is McAndrew, of Blackpool, has success-
-t-lll]\.' |\]-_\;;'Ll his Course at Stafl ‘.-.\|]l'_1_'1'1
Camberley, and has been ointed to the
War Oflice in Whitehall (organisation).
He was promoted substantive Major in
1952, e is 33.

dric Bell (Birkenhead) has got his
'

Second Engineer’s ticket at 22 years of age.

His brother. Arthur, who is 24, has just

gained his eraduateship for the Institute of

Mechanical Engineers (G.I.Mech.L.).
/ Y
Trevor Holland (FHeswall) has passed for

his S.R.N. He is at present at Culdrose

R.N. Alr Station.

Corinne Lambert (Highbury) obtained
eight passes in the General Certificate of
Education exam.

Joan Lewis (Mitcham) has passed her
General Certificate examination in eight
subjects and received four prizes.
Marriages

Olive Griffiths (Woodingdean, Brighton)
on October 24th, to Donald Biggs.

On July 11th (only just notified to us),
Doreen Southgate (Chelsea) to Derek Head.

Norma Fitzeerald (Newcastle-on-Tyne),
on December 12th, to Brian Frederick
Ferguson.

(Other Marriages on page 10).

Ode to Mankind
paint a picture of St. Dunstan’s,
my brush can portray
trie feeling ff,u'\ St Dunstan’s

: T R S R
Hgoesy on day 2y ::.'.f’].

WarLrLy THoOMAS.

The Flight into Egypt

Havine told her class of seven-year -olds
about the flicht into Egypt, a school teacher
asked them to d a picture of it. One
brieht littde boy brought his drawing right
u‘p.i-"a date by drawing an aeroplane with
two compartments. In the rear he had
three people with haloes. In the front was
One with no h ‘ [IL feact [ .Lhi.cd ho
they were. SUS, \'!.lij\ and _['I“L"l‘h.
said the d. “ And who is this in
front? e ha ) *“ Oh, no, you
see that’s Pontius the pilot
from a

(|
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“In Memorp”

Private Frederick John Wareham, St I7iltehire Reps.

It is with deep regret that we record the death of F. J. Warcham, of Portsmouth. He would have been
72 this month,

He was discharged from the Army in November, 1918, and came to St. Dunstan’s some ten years
later. He trained in mat-making and continued with this work, although his health had been failing for
some time. His death occurred suddenly, however, on November 3rd.

A wreath from Sir Ian and his St. Dunstan’s comrades was sent for the funeral, A contingent from
the British Legion lined the roadway to the cemetery, their Standard being dipped as the cortege passed.

Our deep sympathy goes out to his sister and brother-in-law, with whom he lived.

Frederick Kneller, Merchant Service

With deep regret we record the death of F. Kneller, of Southampton, at the age of 69,

He came to St. Dunstan’s in February, 1918, two years after his discharge from the Merchant Service,
and he trained as a netter, but for some years now his failing health had made this work impossible. He was
admitted to hospital at the beginning of November and he died there on the 18th.

He leaves a widow and grown-up family, to whom out deep sympathy is extended.

Sergeant George Craddock, D.C.M., Royal Field Artillery

We record with deep regret the death of G. Craddock, of Wellingborough, He was 58,

Enlisting in August, 1914, he was wounded at Ypres in 1918, when he lost his sight and suffered also
severe wounding in the left arm and amputation of the right hand. For gallantry in the field he was awarded
the D.C.M.

He came to St. Dunstan’s at the end of 1918 and set up 1n civilian life as a tobacconist, and he built
up a very successful business. His death occurred suddenly on November 13th.

A wreath of poppies from Sir Tan Fraser and his St. Dunstan’s friends was sent for the funeral, and
those attending included the Rev. Dennis and Mrs. Pettit, Mrs. King (Welfare Visitor), Mrs. Negus, and
Mrs. Houghton (from Tembani).

Private Samuel Britcliffe, 7-5/8 Lincolushire Regiment

With dcup regret we record the death of S, Briteliffe, a resident at West House, but for merly of \V'r:l\\'h}r,
Lincolnshire. He was 58,

Enlisting in May, 1914, he went to France with the 1-5th Lincolnshire Regiment and was wounded
at the Battle of the Somme in January, 1916, losing then nearly all his sight. He came to us in January, 1918,
but towards the end of that year his sight improved so much that he left us. In 1951, however, his sight
had deteriorated so greatly that he was re-admitted. His general health was by then far from good and at
the end of September he became a resident at West House, where his sudden death on November 14th was
a sad shock to all,

Sir Ian’s wreath of poppies was among the flowers at the funeral.

Our very sincere sympathy is offered to his sister, Mrs. Elvin.

Births Ricuarpson.—To F. G. Richardson, of
=t : = Lancing, who lost his mother on the
CHADWICK.—On November T7th, to the AR 2e

bl e ; o evening of Tuesday, December 8th.
wife of C, Chadwick, of Goosnarch, a . e e st
i - SHEEHAN.—To R. Sheehan, of Bridgwater,
S011. e

) BIUNI who lost his brother recently.
JonES.—On December 15th, to the wife of 2

S. Jones, of Pinner, a son—DBrian Robert. Mrs. Bernard Myers
Deaths We read with regret in The Tines recently
of the death of Mrs. Bernard Myers. A
correspondent wrote:  The death of Violet
1 Myers, wife of Dr. Bernard Myers, c.m.G.,
Burton.—To ]J. Burton, of Porchester, will be sad news to many in varied walks of
whose brother has recently died. life. In the 1914-18 war she gave magnifi-
CarMAN.—To P. Carman, of Woodbridge, cent service as a V.A.D. to the hlinded
whose wife died on November 18th. soldiers at St. Dunstan’s, Regent’s Park,
Corrins.—To R. H. Collins, of Liverpool, and was held by all in deep regard. Many
whose father died on November 19th. of those she did so much to help have
Fovie.—To P. Foyle, of Bournemouth, continued to write to her over the years.”

Our deep sympathy goes out to the
following :—

whose wife died in hospital on November Unfortunately, we have not been able to
28th after a long illness. obtain any further details.
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