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Member of St. Dunstan’s Council Honoured
C( )LONEL the Hon. J. J. Astor, who was one of the very first members of St. Dunstan’s

Council, received a Barony in the New Year Honours. Colonel Astor, who joined

our Council in 1923, is chairman of The Times Publishing Company and is widely
known as a generous benefactor to many good causes. In the early days of the 1939-45
war, he was chairman of St. Dunstan’s Research .\nl\wu'_\ Committee, which was set up
to find new openings for blinded soldiers in industry and commerce. Colonel Astor’s
honour delights us all.

Passing of Old Friends

Early St. Dunstaners will hear with deep regret of the death, on Christmas Eve,
of Miss Edith Wood.

Blind since her childhood, Miss Wood taught typewriting and braille shorthand
at the first St. Dunstan’s hostel, opened in Bayswater Road by the late Sir Arthur Pearson
in February, 1915. She continued as a teacher for many years and subsequently became
a member of the staff of the Welfare Department, retiring in September, 1946, after thirry-
one years service.

"~ A wreath from the Chairman and Council of St. Dunstan’s was sent for the funeral,
at which St. Dunstan’s was represented by Miss E. Abbiss and Miss F. M. Sailing.
* * *

We have also heard with deep regret of the death on December 8th of Mrs. Bessie
Argyle, who was from 1935 to 1949 Welfare Visitor for part of the Midlands. Her St
Dunstaner friends, many of whom had continued to keep in touch with her, will grieve
at her passing which, however, was peaceful and without pain.

Mr. Harry Bennett

Mr. Harry Bennett, Home Industries SLlpcrinlcnclmlt, retires from the staff of St
Dunstan’s at the end of January after thirty-three years® service.

Mr. Bennett joined the staft in February, 1923, and quickly rose to be Sales Manager,
taking charge of the purchase and supply of raw material for our craftsmen and for the
sale of their finished products. He was responsible for forming the well-known “ St.
Dunstan’s Gift Club,” through which members of the public have purchased our men’s goods.

During the early period of World War II, Mr. Bennett took over the additional duties
of Industrial Director and was responsible for initiating and carrying through the programme
for placing men in appointments and industrial posts, When he relinquished this war-time
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job in April, 1947, Sir Ian, spml\mg of the numbers of World War 11 St. Dunstaners trained
.md settled in industry, called it “a magnificent record not surpassed by any other group
of severely disabled men. Harry Bennett and his staff were responsible for the majority

of these settlements.’

With his wide experience, Mr. Bennett then began the task of rebuilding our home
industry activities, which had been partially RLIHP\.I‘H{(‘!] dLII‘lﬂL‘ the war veats.
We thank him for his long and devoted service and join with all St. Dunstaners, and
particularly his home \\[H‘LLI’S, in wishing him happiness in his retirement.
Mr. Stanley Hall, who has worked with Mr. Bennett for many years, takes over the

duties of Home Industries Superintendent,

Sir lan Fraser in South Africa

Sir Ian and Lady Fraser have arrived in
South Africa, and a correspondent writes
that they were looking in the best of health.
They had had a splendid voyage and after
a brief business visit to Basutoland and
Johannesburg, they would be rt.‘tumin;_, to
[ﬂgl.md by sea, arriving early in the new
session; the exact date would depend on
parliamentary business.

The Rev. G. L. Treglown’s
Broadcast

“ We found © Getting Things Right with
God’ very helpful.”

D. K.
E. P.

These are but two of the messages of
appreciation we have received of the Rev.
G. L. Treglown’s broadcast talk, which was
reprinted in last month’s REvIEW,

St. Dunstaners will be very interested to
learn that Mr. Treglown’s next “ Silver
Lining ” talk will be on February 9th.

On February 19th a short series of
recorded Silver Lining talks will begin and
a talk by Mr. Treglown, which he gave on
October 27th, will be included in this series.
(The talk reprinted in the REeviEw was
originally given on September 29th.)

From Mr. Sherratt

I would offer mv sincere thanks for all
the expressions of goodwill in my retire-
ment.

During the past 37 years, I have made
many friendships with the men of my area

*We were very deeply moved

and 1 was delighted to receive the gift of

an armchair from them.

It has been a privilege to serve St
Dunstan’s, and to all the men in my area
and to my colleagues I offer my good wishes
for the future.

J. SHERRATT.

Holiday Fortnights at Ovingdean

I think it is a well proved fact that every
St. Dunstaner enjoys meeting old friends
with whom he may have been out of touch
for many years, even since the davs when
they were in training together.,

In order to give old friends a greater
opportunity to meet, we have decided to
select two fortnights next vear and name
them ** The 1916 Fortnight” and ** The
1917 Fortnight 7 respectively, and we are
inviting anyv St. Dunstaners who were
training during these vears to apply for
their summer holiday during one of these
periods. They are:

1916 fortnight: From 2nd to 16th June.

1917 fortnight: From 1st to 15th .Scp:.

St. Dunstaners wishing to take advantage
of this idea should write to their Area
Superintendent before 31st March, 1956,
for a booking.

If it proves to be a popular scheme we will
consider wheter we can increase the number
of special fortnights the following vear to
enable as many old friends as possible to
get together.

The only purpose of this sugeestion 1s to
bring old friends together, but of course,
any St. Dunstaner can apply for a holiday

Ovingdean whenever he chooses.

General Holidays at Ovingdean

May 1 remind St. Dunstaners whose jobs
prevent them from taking their holidays at
any time other than the period mid-July
to 'I!I.Ili-.'\!l_\"ll“f‘ that |n'iul’i!\' }1:::»!-.i|1;"5 {‘rnr
these dates will be closed this vear on the
30th April. Thereafter all other applications
for the remaining beds available will be
considered.

C. D. Wirws,
Welfare Superintendent.

¢
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Dear Ebpiror,

[ should like to place on record the deep
aratitude felt by my mother and 1 to the
Mateon and the Sick Ward stalf at St
Dunstan’s, West House, Brighton, for the
great devotion and care shown to my late
George Morecrott, a West
man for a number of vears.

uncle, House
Yours very sincerely,
Perern MorRECroOvT,

From the Chairman’s Post-bag

!{L"L:I]'l.i:il']_'u_ Vvour notes on 'si--!cnm_:g to the
radio, [ am sure you are perfectly right, for
I have tried it and T find if L sit absolutely in
front of the set 1 get every word clear and
correct.

I'. C. FLeerwoon, Brighton.

}

I dislike listening to the human voice

being muted. It also gives me a nerve
strain to listen to a loudspeaker shouting at
me from the other side of the room, but
it does not alwavs fit in with the other
‘-'|1|1i\|1|[|'_r|-- to have the wireless set or
Talking Book directly in front of you. To
overcome this
small table at the head of my
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From t set | have taken
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on them so that when anyvthing 1s broadeast
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from the s||.|.|1',
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talkine book or radio set.

»adjustment, 1 invariably have the
mtrol at maximum high tone, but
Talking Book I adjust as near to the

1 . I AT
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Froyp, Teonmonth,
* *
|. Doubler, of Hove, was top prize
West Hove Pigeon Flying Club
id winner of “0Old and Combined

vinner ol

\verages *'; he had the first, second and
third from Bordeaux (winning by 14 hours);

first, second and fourth from Guernsev;

third, fourth and fifth from Nantes; third
and fourth from Marrennes; second from
Christchurch, and first from Seaton,
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Manchester Club

The Club’s Annual General .'\l.-_'-_'-‘i."-_" Was
held at Red Cross House, Pendleton, on
Friday, 16th Decer - 1955, when tl
following elections for 1956
Mr. . Shaw as Chairman, Mr. W. Bramley
as Vice-Chairman, Mrs. E. M.
Secretarv, Miss E. Hill as Treasurer.

The Statement of Account
showed the Club to be l_l'.i!._

a')lm]\l'n'-.
Sy
which

submitted and approved.
Unanimous votes of thanks «
to Mrs, Dunphy, Secretary, and Miss |
Treasurer, for their admirable help to the
Club 1]:||'i'-'._';'l 1950, Alsa to all our |
for their valuable assistance throughout the
vear, with pa ular menti 3
McCarthy, who supervised their a
On Saturdav, December 17
our Christmas Party, and for _
we hired a very suitable and cosv room at
the Palace Restaura
with their wives and escorts

- with
invited PLCSLS, numbered about forty, and
enjoved a full Christmas dinner

served in grand stvle.

we all
At this party many gifts were distributed
to holders of lucky tickets, and the Club
derived from
eflort '--]!:IllI(".I|.l1'l‘. reserved forth
Special thanks to Mrs. Shaw
proceeds of her painstaking work i

substantial financial help

Occaslon.

a beautiful patchwork quilt an
hand-embroidered cushion covers
also to Charlie Clarke, son of o
Arnold (Nobby) Clarke
help towards the financial needs of the Cl
This valuable help by kind friends

for his continued

encourage members to  keep up  then
attendances at ( lub mectings during 19506.

U MANCUNTAN,]

Mink Breeder’s Success

At the Hudson Bay FPur
Annual Show on December 16th and 1

Squadron  Leader Bell, of Newbury,

“ swept the board.™

of ten cups and eight Class Champions

Company’

IHe collec Il.'cl nve ot

He was |‘,'i['|'IL'lI|.I'I'|‘. gratified at exhibiting

the “.\'\I[H'L'nu' l'.']!:|l|£[|'!|l|1 Live Mink,” a

standard  mink competing in a class ol
750, and also the “S'Il?!‘L",HL' l..\'l‘llll[\iu;'
IIL' ‘;l (&)

Trophy for the

Pelt,”” a w hite E‘t'i.i in a class of 840.
f_’|:|]|1l.'l| the Hudson Bay
oreatest number of awards decided on a
points system. His points were over 100
the runner-up secured only fifty.

Our St. Dunstaner has been for some time
Chairman of the Fur Breeders’ Association,

Size of Braille Magazines
Sirlan having received the »stion from
Dunstane
i‘n'lirt.!.n'l‘. Frank Rhodes, that the ** 1
Mail 2 and the ** National News
should be published in the samez
‘ .\'||I'|!._-'-._\.\ I
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Weddings
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Mr. and Mrs. G.
23rd) and to
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Smith, of Wirral (December
Mr, and Virs, G, Grocott,
(December 28th).
Ruby Wedding
Mr. and Mrs. A. "R
December 11th.
Silver Wedding
(:-u|"__r_i'.|"|'.|lIun'\, too, L )
F. E. Walker, of Pon
wedding was on Decer
Mr. and Mrs. N. H. Ran

whose anniversary was

Smith, of Rottingdean

Congeratul
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Liverpool Club

The Liverpool Club Christn
held on Saturd:
Headquarters of the Bri
Branch, and was alwavs, the
and jolliest event of the vear.
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Mr. R. J. Williams

* Another well-known * Mufled Drum’
has passed away. This time it is ‘ Dick,’
as we all knew him. Dick as a younger
man won many prizes for both gardening
and mat-designing. He was also a good
sportsman and reached the final of the
Single Sculls nine times, winning five and,
with Joe Gimber, won the Double Sculls
five times in a row. He did well as a race-
walker, but at the latter sport was handi-
capped by bad balance.

His last fifteen years were a series of
misfortunes; nevertheless, when we got
together he never failed to provide us with
a roar of laughter.”

GEORGE FALLOWFIELD,
x * *

“Mufed Drums for Deafy Williams.
Those of us who were able to penetrate the
sound barrier knew what a grand chap he
was. In spite of his added handicap, he was
always ready to enjoy the fun and games
of his more fortunate pals. Very alert to
accept any information and always interested
in what was going on around him. Kind
and gentle in his manner and so grateful to
any who would talk to him. A keen
sportsman, ready for a walk or a swim.
His love of gardening and knowledge of
flowers were great compensations for his
disability.”

We T SCOTT.
Personal

Matron Ramshaw writes:

* May 1, through the Revirw, say to all
St. Dunstaners a very warm ‘ thank you ’
for your very beautiful Christmas greetings
and calendars. 1 wish it was ]\:h:i.k‘il:!v to
thank you all personally, but know you
understand.  Also, I would like to say how
much I have appreciated your many kind
messages and enquiries during the past
few months. A wvery IHappy New Year
and God bless you all.”

e X *

Matron Avison, from West llouse, would
also like to thank, through the Review,
all those who sent her such lovely Christmas
cards and good wishes.

* * o

St. Dunstan’s Brighton Appeals Oflice
acknowledges with grateful thanks a gift of
five pounds from O.A.P. Anon., the mother
of a St. Dunstaner blinded in the Second
World War, IHer kind thought is most
deeply appreciated.

Births

\Loripce—In November, to the wife of
L. Aldridge, of Pietermaritzburg, a son,
Nunn—To the wife of F. S. Nunn, of
Ilkeston, on December 23rd, a daughter
Margaret Elizabeth. '
Rosinson—To the wife of Rex Robinson,
of Acton, on December 17th, a daughter
Ann Elizabeth. '

Deaths

Our sincere sympathy goes out this month
to the following:—

ArLcock—To H. F. Allcock, of West
House, who has recently lost his son after
an illness of only three days.

Dorsy—To A. S. Dolby, of Brighton,
whose father died during the Christmas
holiday.

Erras—To Marian Elias who has lost her
mother. Her death was due in great
measure to the shock sustained when
members of her family were involved in
the South Wales-Paddington train crash.

Jones—To Howell I. Morris Jones, of
Prenton, Birkenhead, whose mother died
on the 6th January at the great age of
100 years and a few months. She cele-
brated her centenary in sound health
and spirit on the 13th of June last. She
was a grand old lady and retained her
faculties to a remarkable degree.

PortER—To Mr. and Mrs, A. |. Porter, of
Seven Kings, whose son, Frederick
James, died on December 26th, after a
-|e>nl|_{ illness.

Saxon—To F. L. Saxon, of Stoke-on-Trent,
whose wife died on January 2nd after a
long illness,

Warnpron—To LE. Waldron, of Weston-
super-Mare, whose sister has recently
died.

Warron—To Mr. and Mrs. J. Walton, of
Slade Green. His mother-in-law, whom
he regarded as a mother, has just died.

Warers—To A. Waters, of Saltdean, whose
father died suddenly on December 19th.

Test Results

Typing.—A. Nesbitt, W. Woodhall,
C. Godfrey, A. Lane, J. Sugden, R. Newton,
J. Simpson, M. Jarman, H. Meleson.

Preliminary.—G. Andrew, G. Dennis.

Writing.—J. Tyrell, W. Durrant, .
Brown, P. Harry, J. Whitcombe,

Advanced.—]. Whitcombe, P. Duffee.
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“In Memorp”’

Private George Horace Morecroft, The Buffr

It is with deep regret that we record the death of G. H. Morecroft, originally of Folkestone, but since
1950 a resident at West House.

He was discharged from the Service in June, 1943, and came to St. Dunstan’s in February, 1948, but
owing to the condition of his health, it was not possible for him to undertake any training. He entered West
House in November, 1950, but his health gradually deteriorated and he died there on January 4rh.  He was
forty-one.

Our deep sympathy goes out to his sister, with whom he lived until he went to West House.

Private Richard James Williams, Wiltshire Regiment

We record with deep regret the death of R, ]. Williams, one of our deaf St. Dunstaners, who has been
a resident of West House since 1950, He was sixty.

When he came to St, Dunstan’s in April, 1923, he trained as a boot repairer. Later he went on to
mat-making, and this he continued to do for some time,

The funeral took place at Southwick., He leaves a brother and sister, who is Mrs, George Fallowfield,
and to them our deep sympathy is offered.

Ernest Edward Callow, Munition Factory

It is with deep regret that we record the death, on December 31st, of E. E. Callow, of London, N.4.
He was fifty-cight.

He carne to St, Dunstan’s on November 11th, 1918, having been blinded while working on munitions.
He trained as a boot repairer and mat-maker, and carried on this work for some time, occupying himself also
with some poultry. During the Second War he worked in industry, later, when he gave this up taking joinery
more or less as a hnH:_\'.

He died on December 31st after a very short illness, and was buried at Warley Cemetery, in the
countryside where he had lived for so many years.

Our deep sympathy goes out to Mabel, his wife, whom he had married only six months before.

Lance Corporal William Henry Foxon, 2nd Leicester Regiment

We record with deep regret the death of W. H. Foxon, a permanent resident at West House.

He originally enlisted in 1897 and was discharged in April, 1915, having been wounded at La Bassée.
He came to St. Dunstan’s in the following year and trained as a boot-repairer and mat-maker. He lost his
wife in 1931, He had not been able to work for some years and he subsequently came to West House, He
had been spending a few months with friends in Leicester, and had only just returned to West House, where
he died on January 12th.

Company Sergeant Major John Gibson Hill, 2ud Cameronians (Scottish Rifles)

It is with s]ﬂ:|- regret that we record the death of ]. . Hi]l, of (..t'.l\\'lt'_\', f‘iL:ﬁ'{L"\', at the age of
forty-cight.

Discharged from the Army in October, 1943, he came to St. Dunstan’s five years later. He trained
first in telephony and later as a capstan operator,

He died very \uillh'lﬂ_\' on January 13th and leaves a widow and four children, to whom our very deep
sympathy is offered.

Staff Sergeant William Shakspeare, M.B.E., Royal Army Service Corps

We record with deep regret the death of W. Shakspeare, of Sheldon, Birmingham, at the age of
seventy-two. He died in his sleep after an illness of only a few weeks, although his health had been failing
for some time.

He served from November, 1915, and was discharged from the Army in 1920, When he came to
us in August, 1924, he trained as a mat-maker, but subsequently he became a very successful shop-keeper.
In addition to his business activities, he was an exceedingly active member of the British Legion and had
given generously of his time to appeals and other forms of public service.  For this he was awarded the M.B.E.

“ Shaky " was known up and down the country, for he was a member of the Birmingham Club, a
keen member of the Bridge Club, and a popular figure in London, Brighton, and, in fact, wherever there
was a St. Dunstan's gathering.

Our deep sympathy goes out to his son and daughter.

Mr. C. H. Stephcns repret the death of Captain S. H. Hampson,

St. Dunstaners will hear with deep National Chairman of the British Legion,
regret of the death on January 7th of who died very suddenly on January  th,
Mr. C. R. Stephens, 0.B.E., M.A., F.C.A.,
the National President of BLESMA, Our
sincere sympathy goes out to our disabled
comrades in the death of their beloved
chief. Hampson lived long enough to know that
Captain Stuart H. Hampson Her Majesty the Queen had honoured him
We have also to record with deepest with the O.B.E, in the New Year Honours.

Our deepest sympathy goes out to our
comrades in the British Legion in the loss

of a devoted leader and friend. Captain
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