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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

Sensory Devices

OME vears ago St. Dunstan’s devoted some special funds which had been placed at
its disposal to research work on what were called Sensory Devices. A sensory device
is an invention which seeks to substitute the use of the senses of hearing, touch, smell

or skin pressure for the sense of sight.

A group of most eminent scientists acted as our Advise ry Committee. In particular,
we investigated devices which would enable blind persons to walk alone more easily, being
aided by radar or other electronic apparatus. Our findings were that while some help
may be gained theoretically, in practice the difficulty of using the apparatus and its weighty
and inconvenient nature made it extremely unlikely that any blind person would use it.

The truth of this matter seems to be that the ordinary ears and intelligence of the
ordinary blind man are better than any machine in the matter of getting about alone.

Another experiment was to try to devise apparatus that would translate ordinary
printed words into spoken English or some synthetic language which could be fairly readily
understood, so that a blind person could read the daily newspaper or an ordinary book.

Forty years ago the Optophone was invented, which translated ordinary print into
sound signals that could be recognised, but there are only one or two extremely clever blind
people who have ever been able to read it because it is so complicated.

Then we turned our attention to improvements in the Talking Book, and gave a
lot of consideration to the substitution of the present disc records by tape. The conclusion
we then came to was that the art of tape recording was developing so fast that it would
be a mistake to choose any particular system, whether using tape, film or wire, at that
maoment.

Tape recording has now settled down to a considerable extent and certain standards
have been more or less established, and the Talking Book Committee, with the support
of the R.N.LLB. and St. Dunstan’s, have decided upon a new experiment. We propose
to initiate a new Subsidiary Talking Book Library, utilising tape recording, and run this
for a year or two as a kind of pilot plant to see how it works in practice,

The R.N.LB. and St. Dunstan’s will each make available fifty machines, the former
to civilians and the latter to St. Dunstaners, on terms to be arranged. Probably volunteers
will be called for who are willing to take the new machines and give up their old ones.
The advantage for the volunteer would be that he would be in on the ground floor of a new
and most interesting experiment, but the disadvantage would be that at first he would not
have a very wide choice of books.
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The design for the new Book is that of a metal or plastic box or cassette, about the
size of a large box of chocolates or a big family Bible. This cassette would contain well
over 1,600 feet of tape and it would be read aloud for, say, twenty hours, which is roughly
the length of an ordinary longish novel.

If and when this system proves itself, the very big question of changing the whole
Talking Book Library over from disc to tape over a number of years will be considered.
It may then be }msmble to establish a section in the new Tape Ilhr'lr\ for students, so that
HpLLlil books on physiotherapy, or law, or, indeed, on any set suh]LLt of limited interest
might be made available.

= _\Ic:mtlmc, a small experiment is already being conducted for students, and a few
records on } inch tape which run at 3%-inch per second on 53-inch diameter :~'|‘r|n_r]:s_ are
available for ph\\mthcnp\ and law students. Particulars of these can be obtained from
the R.N.I.B.’s Students’ Library or from the Welfare Department at St. Dunstan’s. Any
blind person who buys a n_c:rrdm;ﬂ machine for his own use will almost certainly find that
it will play these students’ records, but it must be understood that we cannot guarantee
that such records will continue to be available after we have successfully established the
new method, utilising the cassette which 1 have described. In other words, the present
arrangements for students must be regarded as a temporary one, and anyone who buys
a recording machine must do so because he wants it for general purposes and not because
he wishes to rely upon the continuance of the Students’ Library indefinitely.

Although the decision has been taken regarding the pilot scheme, using casscties,
it will be many months before they become available, but we will keep our friends informed
on the progress we are making.

IAN FRASER.

A.M.I.M.E. Payments to ex-Japanese

Our warmest congratulations to Ray Prisoners of War
Benson, of Farnborough, who has been
elected an Associate Member of the Institute
of Mechanical Engineers. He is believed
to be the first blind person to achieve this
distinction, although there are members
who have lost their sight since being
elected.

Rav has been working and studying for
this for the past fourteen vears. The
Institute requires not ui}l}_' lhcn:tctic-.ll Millbank, Loadan. S.W.1.
qualifications, but also practical experience, . )
and the last two years have, of course, been Applications cannot be considered atter
extremelyv dithcult because the authorities June 30th next and the final distribution will
were at first reluctant to accept him because bring the amount \a'ln_n":‘]: each prisoner-of
of his blindness. war has received to £76 10s. 0d,

Qur St. Dunstaner’s «.p!cndld achievement This final payment will be automatic to
should be an inspiration to others similarly all prisoners-of-war who have previously
situated. applied and received interim payments.

The Ministry of Pensions and Natonal
Insurance announces that any ex-prisoner or
civilian internee, or an immediate relative of
those who have died, who has not vet
received his share, or a share under the
carlier distributions from the realisation of
apanese assets, should write as soon as
I):r_\._\.|i\]l' to the Ministry of Pensions and
National Insurance, at Thames House South,

Presentation Fund for Miss Wilson
Many St. Dunstaners have expressed
wish to subscribe to a Presentation to Miss

Braille Correspondent Wanted

Wilson on the occasion of her retirement. Mrs. IHewitson, whom many St. Dun-
[ shall be pleased to act as Honorary staners will have met at (_)\'iljg({cjn, has a
Treasurer, and will anv St. Dunstaners who young woman friend whose sight is slowly
desire to associate themselves with this, failing and who has just completed her braille
kindly send their subscriptions to me at lessons.  She is anxious to correspond with
St. Dunstan’s Headquarters, 191 Marylebone a St. Dunstaner and Matron Ramshaw will

Road, London, N.W.1.

be very glad indeed to hear from anyone
A. D. Liroyps. who would like to write to her in braille.
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London Club Notes

Bridge.—The Harrogate Week will be held
this year from September 7th-14th. Arrange-
ments have been made for our party to be
accommodated again at the Dirlton Hotel,
Ripon Road, and the terms per day will be
27s. inclusive.

As we must make our reservations at the
hotel as soon as possible, will all members
who would like to join the party and who
have not already sent in their names to
Mr. Willis do so as soon as possible.

As we go to press, our team in the
.ondon Business Houses League have now
played eight matches, of which they have
won three, lost three, and drawn two.

St. Dunstan’s Ten Mile Handicap Walk

for the * Fiturite ” Cup
Regent’s Park, Saturday, 19th January, 1957
Order of H’ep. Post.
Finich Lime . Alle.  Time in H'p
. P.C, Fogg ... M.P. 86-00
2, W. Miller .., St.D. 91:38 Scr. 91-38 3
. P.C. Kent ... M.P. 93:22
A. Brown ... St.D. 94:22 5.00 89-22 2
C, Williamson
St.DD, 97-15 400 93-15
C. Lightwing
M.P. 98-07
. . Hewitt ... St.D. 98-50 9:30 #9:20
8. A. Bradley  St.D.100-15 830 91-45
9, P.C. FergusonM.P, 101-41
10, P.C. Barratt M.P. 101-48
11. T, Gaygan  St,D.101:50 1000 91-:50
12, §. Tutton ... $t.D.103:00 9:30 9330
13, P.C. Soame M.P.103-44
4 C, *imti'rml . St.D105-45 1100 9445 8
15. P.C. Ansell M.P. 106-09
Result nT Match—1st, 5t. Dunstan's 49 points
2nd, Metropolitan P, 57 points

Double Celebration

On January 5th there was great rejoicing
among the family of Mr. and Mrs. G.
Lawlor, of Leamore, Walsall, when our
St. Dunstaner and his wife celebrated their
Golden Wedding, and their son, Christopher
(the youngest of ten) married Joyce
Haycock. There were sixty guests at the
wedding of the young people in the after-
noon and afterwards a party of some two
hundred relatives and friends celebrated the
double event. As our St. Dunstaner said,
** Everyone agreed it was the biggest party
they’d ever known in Bloxwich.”

Chris and his wife will go on living in his
parents’ house at Leamore, where he was
born, and Joyce will housekeep for them.

REVIEW

Rock ’n’ Roll at St. Dunstan’s

When Sir Ian and Lady Fraser visited
Ovingdean on February 1st they found there
was great interest in the current dancing
sensation, rock 'n’ roll.

Following their wvisit, on February 11th
Miss Marguerite Vacani, the famous teacher
of ballroom dancing who forty years ago
gave lessons in Regent’s Park to St. Dun-
staners of the First World War, went to
Ovingdean, where she initiated the new
generation—and many of the old—in the
1957 wversion of the Charleston of the
twenties. St. Dunstaners, voung and old,
with their partners, rocked and rolled in the
approved style. Now Miss Vacani hopes
to make a fortnightly visit to Brighton until
the class is really 1009, eflicient.

In private life, Miss Vacani is the wife of
Lieut. Col. R. L. Rankin, and during her
very full life she has raised more than
£16,000 for hospitals by her matinées, has
spent many years teaching dancing to blind
people, while her school of ballroom danc-
ing and deportment, of course, is world-
tamous.

Talking of Walking—

“Lis time St. Danstan’s Walking Section
Had a column in this "ere ** Repiew

So I've taken this job on myself, Sir,
By conveying the f:rh now fo you.
11 tell you of rigorons rn.r;);m"
Of walks in the Park 1 .';e,rd;;) nights,
With police for our guides and our escorts,

And of ﬁi!;ri'r achieved by lamplight.
'l tell you of dressing-room jest, Sir,

And of liniment, blisters and prease,

And of judges, hot tea and cold weather,
But never a sign of cold feet.
Our races go on by the hour, Sir,
As round the Park we stride and strive,
Trying hard to keep well on the ground with our feet
Though uncertain if dead or alive.
[ remember how one lucky starter
Who was last for a desce of a while,
Turned up at the end with a prize, Sir,
[or on him did the handicap smile.
I’/ tell you of one gallant walker
Who set off for fair Brichton toun.
Arrived, and walked back in a day,
* Centurion ™ Archibald Brown.
I’y tempt you n ith muscle and brawn, Sir,
Of 5t Danstan’s in athletic sport,
Ring Paddington 5021, Sir,
And join us if you r/;mé\um ought.

A. G. BRADLEY.
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Letters to the Editor

Dear EbpITOR,

I note that Mr. H. Pollitt writes in the
January issue that a little exercise is a good
thing, and being of the age that athletics
have passed me by, I am all for indoor
exercises, especially if my wife can join in.
\ccordingly T carefully explained that all
she had to do was to go to the head of the
stairs and, taking my ankles, I would pro-
ceed to walk downstairs wheelbarrow
fashion. She looked very dubious but
after a little cajoling she said she would try
anything once. Placing my hand two
stairs down, she seized my ankles and we
started. But you know what women
are. She let go and I landed all of a heap
at the bottom, undaunted. But now came
the best part. Mr. Pollitt says we should
change over, and 1 told my wife it was her
turn, but first she must have a cold bath.
She said she would see me in Hades before
she had a cold bath in February, so I made
do with a swipe with a cold sponge. Then
we really got going, my wife with her
hands on the stairs and myself holding her
ankles like grim death. She wouldn’t
move so | gave her a gentle push and down
we came. We broke the banisters, tore the
carpet and she busted her suspenders.
Relations between us are still strained, but
[ am sure as we feel the benefits of exercise
we shall make it all up.

Yours sincerely,
Perivale. P. AsuTOon.

Dear Epitor,

[ should very much like, on behalf of my
wife and myself, to record warmest prati
tude and heartfelt thanks to our very dear
friend, Miss Wilson. Itis with a very deep
feeling of a great loss that we hear of her
retirement, and I feel too that it will also
be felt by many hundreds of St. Dunstaners
and their families, She has indeed been a
very great help to us by her good under-
standing, sympathy and help, and it is very
sad to know that she is now leaving us.

We sincerely hope she will ::nj:::\' very
many more years of good health and
happiness in her retirement, and that she
may still be able to meet so many of the
friends she has made in St. Dunstan’s.

We should also like to extend to her
successor, Miss Midglev, our warmest
wishes, and sincerely hope she too will find
very manv friends in her work with the

After-Care Department of St. Dunstan’s,
and we send her our best wishes and a hand
of friendship.

Yours sincerely,

F. and M. GuiseLey.
Menston-in-Wharfedale.
Dear Eprror,

After six months of retirement I find
myself in complete agreement with our
Chairman on the subject, but sometimes
find shaving easier after, say, two days’
growth. It may be said that wives never
retire and so we cannot be too thankful to
them for all they do for us, whose appear
ance should be as pleasing as possible!

When petrol rationing ends, doubtless
road accident figures will increase again;
meanwhile, getting about alone may be less
risky, but this is a question for the individual
concerned to decide, according to circum
stances, and not being over-confident with
such sight as one may have.

: Yours sincerely,
Banrnemonth, ArTHUR T, BroOoks.
Dear Eprror,

Surely when one is disabled, even if
working, one tends to develop an interest
in many hobbies or crafts, otherwise,
judging by myself, I am afraid T would be
bored to death even when working,

Joining a club as Sir Ian Fraser indicated
may be a sort of sedative to boredom, but
[ think most disabled \k’urklu_g men and
women do develop interests by the mere
fact of already mixing with others. My
advice would be to take up a craft as well
as joining clubs,

There 1s another point on which | was
most interested. 1 wonder when it will be
possible for those of us who prefer to do a
little handicraft to be permitted to draw the
unemployability allowance and earn more
than the 19s. 11d. per week which 1 under
stand is now the limit. 1 note wives can
earn up to £2, but what has the poor

pensioner to do?  Agree to earn 19s, 11d.
and draw the unemployability ? larn
£1 0s. 1d. and be ineligible? What a lot
of nonsense! T think ** cut out the earn
ings ” and let the pensioner draw a flat

rate of pensions, applicable to us all,

Yours sincerely,
Birkenkhead. Mavreen Ligs.
Dear Eprror,
[ must confess that for vears and vears
I have been awaiting an opportunity to find
out for mvself something of the workings
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(actually) of Ovingdean. 1, as vou know,
have not had very much time to do this,
working so closely with the Appeals
Department as Freddie’s chauffeuse. 1
often thought to myself, © Well, here I am,
helping Freddie to get in the shekels, and
yet I know nothing of the actual workings
of this place, which for the past thirty-nine
vears [ have been so closelv connected with.”
When Freddie retired 1 thought, here is my
chance to really see what happens. 1 did
not expect my chance to come the way it
did and am I overwhelmed!

Although I have been connected with
many more organisations than St. Dunstan’s
in the past, I have never vet come across
such attention, such, may I say it, loving
solicitude, than what Freddie experienced
in the Sick Bay at Ovingdean.

As his wife 1 make mv thanks public.
Please thank all who contributed to his
getting well again, especially Dr. John,
and the Sick Bay stafl, not forgetting our
Matron. - So now | am so glad in my old
age that, as a very young wife, I gave m
undivided attention to St. Dunstan’s. Tt has
for me been a case of casting vour bread
upon the waters. In my case it has been
returned a million times,

Yours sincerely,
Lancing. Mirrie RicHARDSON,

Dear Eprror,

As a result of the appeal made in the
Review for subscriptions for furnishings for
the new Roman Catholic Church at Rott-
ingdean, a sum of £15 14s. 6d. was collected.
A cheque for this amount was handed to
the Parish Priest.

He has asked me to convey his thanks
to those who so kindly sent in their dona
r1ons.

[, for my part, wish to thank both Mr.
Lloyds and the Reyiew for the help vou
gave In arranging l'}_lc collection and
receiving the subscriptions.

Yours sincerely,
Trv GarGrn,
Deviges.

Holiday Accommodation

Seasine Hovripay Accommobpation.—Bed
and breakfast at moderate price. Please
apply early.—Mrs. “ Paddy” Doyle,

* Harlington,” Great Preston Rd., Rvde,

Isle of Wight.

Music Hall Memories

* Gertie Gitana’s dead,” said my wife,
and my mind shot back to the Brighton
Hippodrome, 1916, where I last heard
Gertie Gitana singing. Indeed, it must
have been the last professional performance
| went to, but on that occasion she was not
singing ** Nellie Dean,” but a recruiting
song. Kirkley and Hudson were also there,
singing ** Somebody would shout out
‘Shop!”" Another never-to-be-forgotten
performance during the First War was
George Robey and Violet Loraine singing
i £ 3 _\'-rm were the only girl in the world.”
As for Sir Harry Lauder, I remember him
at the time when he was singing * Stop your
tickling, Jock,” “I love a Lassie,” and
“ The Wedding of Sandy McNab,” right
up to when I could hear no more—those
early days of Little Tich, Marie Lloyd and
Vesta Tilley. Do you remember Eugene
Stratton and G. H. Elliott’s coon songs?
And there was Victoria Monks, Vesta
Victoria and Florrie Forde, who sang so
many of the songs we sang on the march.

There were fine musicians, too, like Harry
Fragson, who played the piano and (I
forget his name), the one who was known
as the * Magician of the Violin,” and there
were the *“ Ten Loonies.”

She was an old lady with hands like a
chicken’s feet. She had left London to
take a post in China for a firm when you
could hear the click-clack of the hansom
cab horse sprint down Oxford Street, or
Piccadilly— the rattle of the harness and
tinkle of the bells. How the polished
spokes of the wheels sparkled in the sun.
Gentlemen with glistening silk-hats and
ladies wearing gem-studded combs in their
hair. They were the days when the
Brighton Promenade was a blaze of colour
with the ladies’ sunshades!

“ No,” I replied to the old lady, “ I've
never heard wireless.” * You haven’t
missed much,” she said, and we began to
talk of the atmosphere of the old music-
hall, the footlights, the raising of the curtain,
the appearing of the artist, the hush that
fell on the whole house as he, or she, sang,
then the burst of applause as the last word
was reached.

Sitting by the fireside listening to more
or less a mechanical voice can never be the
same.

(GEORGE FALLOWFIELD,
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International Literary Competition
for the Blind

Blind persons throughout r.hg “'m.ld"
regardless of race, religion, or nationality
are invited to participate In _t_hc Ninth
International Literary Competition spon-
sored bv the [ewish Braille Review.

Manuscripts may be submitted in any
language and the contest includes three
categories—the short story, poetry and non
fiction (essays, articles, :mu1hllrlquaphicnl
sketches, tributes, etc.). In addition to the
five hundred dollars in prizes which will be
awarded, the winning entries will be
published in the Jewish Braille Review.

" Miss Pearl Buck, the well-known author,
who will again be one of the judges, says:

“ If I have anvthing to say to blind writers,
it is not advice so much as it is a wish, a
hope that they will make use of their own
gifts, that they will not imitate those _w}zu
see with the physical eve, but will Ct{lri\':m:
their special vision, and through their own
experience of life, from t_hc;r OWN View-
point, open to the rest of the world—the
seeing who are often the unseeing r_hc true
meaning of what lies beyond the mind and
the spirit of human beings.”

Entries, which will be accepted until July
31st. 1957, should be marked * Literar)
Competition,” and addressed: The Jewish
Braille Institute of America, 101 West 55th
Street, New York, 19,

The Increase in the Blind

Population

Several St. Dunstaners—Percy Ashton,
Malcolm Jordan, Arthur T. Brooks and
Maureen Lees among them—responded to
Frank Rhodes’ request last month for
comments upon the reported increase in the
blind population in the British Isl;ﬁ from
40,000 in 1906 to 100,000 in 1956. The
following reasons were suggested for this
increase: (1) the increase of eight millions
in the entire pupnl:nmn since 1906 ;
(2) the coming of the Welfare State and the
fact that thousands of blind people now
registered as blind persons would not have
been included in 1906; (3) the fact that
people live longer nowadays, thereby
increasing the figures for aged blind.

It was also pointed out, however, by
John Mudge and others, that the numbers
might have been more but for the advance
ment of scientific and surgical knowledge
and methods.

From the Chairman’s Postbag

Captain Peter Gobourn, of the Royal
Army Service Corps, now statmncd_m
Bcng'azi, recently wrote to Sir Ian t_:‘.:llitlg‘
him of the splendid efforts ot the Forces
Broadcasting Service there to help the
Wireless for the Blind Fund.

Captain Gobourn 1s the rv_m\nl- our St.
Dunstaner, S. Gobourn, ot Cheltenham,
and this is how his letter ended: “ We had
a quiet Christmas Day [ thought back
to Christmas, 1942, when a lonely young
soldier, with six weeks’ service to his credit,
received a Christmas present from ° your
father's old comrades at St. Dunstan’s.’
Fven Fort George seemed brighter! Much
water has passed under many bridges since
then! "

Brighton Club Notes

As we had such a full programme during
1956, being entertained by various Bowls
Clubs, a dinner party was arranged. This
was held at the © Seven Stars Hotel,” Ship
Street, Brighton, on January 23rd. There
were fifty-eight present in all, comprising
St. Dunstaners and their friends. We were
especially pleased to welcome Mrs. Hamh_cr.
Mrs. Kenefick and Mrs. Unsworth.  After
dinner we had an informal entertainment,
when Miss Vilmaneve, Mr. Walch -.m:l‘
Mr. Doubler rendered solos and gave of
their best. Miss Vilmaneve and Mr.
Doubler also gave us a real treat with duets.
Major Wasser, with his charming personality
and wonderful accompaniments, was much
appreciated.  Mr. Mudge added a lighter
vein with his homespun chatter, and Mr.
Martin, * The Whitest Man I know,” added
even a lighter vein.

Frank A. RHODES,
Secretary.

Grandfathers

Samat bin Samat, of North Shields, our
Malavan St. Dunstaner, has become a grand
father.

New grandchildren have arrived for

A. T, Brooks, of Bournemouth, H. R.
Prior, of Portchester, F. E. Moorley, of
Chaddesden. and P. Sheridan, of Wishaw
(the second great-grandchild).
" Beryl, the step-daughter of G. Moore, of
Hl-.Lc]-;}'mnl, had a son on January 24th, and
a son was born on January 8th to Mrs.
Batey, daughter of our late St. Dunstaner,
W. Buckham, of Birtley, co, Durham.
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A Fair Dinkum Story

I met a blinded ex-sailor who served
with me for over five years on the first
H.MUALS. Sydmey—from 1913 to 1918, |
was a Signalman at that time and sighted the
German cruiser, S.M.S. Emden, off Cocos
Island. My ex-shipmate was captain of a
6-inch gun. There are only about twelve
of the old-timers left in and around Mel-
bourne, and we have not had a reunion
since World War Two started—until last
November Yth, There were seven of us
and we had a jolly three-hour lunch—and
kept on an even keel! My cobber, Bert,
wanted us to buy a ticket in a £10,000
sweepstake named Tattersall’s. We were
dropped at a nearby store and he said he’d
get to Tatt’s blindfolded—what for 1 don’t
know, as he has only about 39 sight. We
did eventually find the entrance and after ger-
ting bushed about six times, we did get to the
window where, with a lass’s assistance, we
made our application. Then we got back
to the street. He had a white stick and 1
had nothing, just his left arm. He got no
bumps but [ collected the lot. We had to
cross Swanston Street, which 1s where
Flinders Street Station is, and it is the busiest
station 1n the whole world. We made it.
Then we made for the Talking Book
Librarv. 1 never missed a trick. 1 walked
mto a palr of steps with a man on them
re-charging a lamp. He saw me in time
and dre rppcri to the p'.l(h, gt',ihhmg the Steps
to stop them cracking the store window,
Bert now sheared off to the right hand side
of the [mlh and walked against the oncomers.
They dodged his white stick and I picked up
the collisions. \When about three paces from

the opposite kerb, 1 heard a screeching of
brakes and smelt oil,  Bert said ** It’s only
a tramway bus.” What a comfort! We
made the footpath and 1 breathed freely.
Bert heard me and said “ Don’t you trust
me? "  1said " No. Detfinitely a thousand
times, No!”

Birt SEABROOK.
[actoria, Anstralia,

* * *

At Norwich Flower Show in September,
W. Abbs, of Moor End, Stibbard, gained
three firsts, four seconds, three ** highly
commended,” and a bronze ** Smallholder >
medallion; and at the same show H. Good-
ley, of Diss, also did well, taking five second
prizes and a * highlv commended.”

War Pensions Improvements
New Age Allowance

The Ministry of Pensions and National
Insurance have now confirmed that, subject
to the satisfaction of the conditions as to
age, the New Age Allowance will be pavable
to othcers who have the standard rate
pension, a wound pension, retired pay at the
half pay rate or alternative retired pay, and
to those N.C.O.s and other ranks who are
in receipt of the standard rate pension or a
First World War alternative pension.

Appropriate letters have already been
sent bv the Ministry to those of their
pensioners who are assessed at 40", or over
and are already 65 years of age or are
approaching that age, and if St. Dunstaners
have any difficulty in completing the form
perhaps they will get in touch with Mr.
Banks, at Ovingdean, or with me at 1 South
Audlev Street.

D Bace.

“1 had to Laugh—Afterwards >

Here is what happened when 1 first made
a tool of I“ﬂ.}'SCi?_.

[ was newlv blinded when I arrived back
in England in September, 1915, and finished
my wanderings amongst strangers at the
Connaught Hospital, Aldershot. A few
days later T had a visitor whose accent was
evidently that of a member of what was
termed the upper classes. The owner of
the voice might be a hospital official or
army officer so 1 made doubly sure of being
courteous by putting in * Sir,” now and
then during the conversation. After the
visitor left the man in the next bed had
remarked tactfully that my wisitor was a
nice-looking old lady. | felt very foolish:
my visitor was a lady with a deep voice, and
I had mistaken her for a male. She under-
stood the situation and came again many
times, and 1 hope I rectitied matters by
addressing her as * Madam.” She was the
widow of a well-known Field Marshal.

Llandyssul. J. E. DAvIEs.

* * *

Our old friend, E. Denny, of Pretoria,
had some bad luck recently. A native
burglar broke into his house and got away
with a great deal of his clc ithing, including
an Overcoat, sports coat, suit, etc. Mrs.
Denny actually saw the burglar and ran
after him, but he got away.
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A Deaf Man’s Music

| have been deaf since 1917 and totally
deaf for twenty-six vears, and sometimes,
when sitting 1n the L.ounge, if there is somic
concert on, someone will say ™ Billv, 1 wish
vou could hear this. It is most beautiful.”
But for instance, when Miss Dagnall has
been playing, I have been near and I get the
vibrations by putting my hands on top of
the piano. But 1 get no tone.

This may sound strange too I do get the
most beautiful music in my ears. When 1
was a voungster 1 had very keen hearing.
I used to listen to water tinkling over stones.
If anvone has heard the cantillion (1 think
that is the name, it is an Australian instru
ment, bells plaved like an organ), and took
that sound with the sound of water unkling
over stones, plaving ** A little bit of heaven
fell from out the sky one day,” then they
will get an idea of what a deaf man can hear.

What makes me wonder is how | can hear
my own voice, but could not hear a big
drum if you beat it near my head.

Biriy Beir.

Fifty-three Years Married

We have just heard that Mr. and Mrs. L.
Davidson, of Manchester, celebrated their
fiftv-third wedding anniversary on October
i1st. Many congratulations and good

‘.‘«'!“-hc“-

Golden Weddings

We have only just heard that Mr. and
Mrs. |. E. Booth, of Ashton-under-Lyne,
celebrated their Golden Wedding on Octo
ber 29th. It was attended by ten children,
twenty-two grandchildren and five great
grandchildren.  Our very best wishes to
Mr. and Mrs. Booth.

On January Sth, Mr. and Mrs. G. Lawlor
of Leamore, Walsall, celebrated their € solden
Wedding—the day on which their somn,
Christopher, was married. How they cele
brated this double event is described on
another page. Here we will just send them
our heartv congratulatons.

Ruby Wedding

Mr. and Mrs. T. Duncan, of Telscombe,
January 31st. Congratulations.

Silver Wedding

Congratulations, 100, tO Mr. and Mrs. G,

Eustace, of Tolworth, who celebrated their
Silver Wedding on February 6th.

Family News

Sheila Read, New Haw, Surrey, has passed
her Trinity College of Music examination
for pl;mnf:n'lc ]ﬂ;l_\ihy__,

_|¢:nmft:r Wood, Southsea, has during the
past eighteen months gained First Class
certificates for the pianoforte in the Pre-
paratory, Junior and Higher Junior exam-
inations of the London College of Music.

Brian Lethbridge, Oldham, who is nine,
plaved in his school cricket team in his
HIst season.

Brian Higgs, Southtields, now working at
an engineering firm, won the Second
\I‘r]\rtmit:a‘._\.ilip prize there.

* * *

Mrs. C. E. Bolton, of Erith, and her
husband. our St. Dunstaner, have suffered
a great loss in the sudden death of Mrs.
Bolton's brother Fle l-.l'..lp'-.ui and died
on Southend Football Ground on Januars
Sth.  He was an old soldier and at the
funeral the cofthn was carried on a six-horse

run carrtagc.

Marriages of Sons and Daughters

Ldith Collinge, ]i'l.u"ls.]um]. on  Januar
26th, to William Moss.

HT!I]\“L"\ Boswe 1| L |.l||'l\h|lT'li“:._’IIH, 01
December 22nd, to Miss M [ .ambert.

Fudna Rovlance, Atherton, Manchester,
on December 22nd, to Frank Sweency.

Leonard McDonald, Oldham, on Ocrober
rel.

Norman Dunwoodie, \Walker, near New
castle, on December 22nd, to Miss Georgina
Bothwick.

Christopher Lawlor, [.camore. Walsall,
on January 5th, to Miss Joyee Favcock,

National Laying Test, 1956/57
Report for the third month of four weeks
from December 4th to December 31st,

1956
Neore | alme
Bagwell, Philip . 2060
Holmes, Percy 4 Iy 205
Dix, John A. . . B
Webb, W. ; 142

5 Smith, W. Alan . 42

\wverage number of eggs pes bird per month,
12.60.

\verage number of eggs per bird to date,
31,17,
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Manchester Club Notes

At the Club’s Annual General Meeting

held on ]'.I!]'.I;il". | lI!"., the followi
appolintments were made: Precident - Mr. H
\braham; Clairman Mr. W. Bramle

Viee-Chatrman : Mr. S. Russell: Hon. Secre

tary : Mr. |. Shaw; Fon. Treasurer - Mr. W

McCarthy., The whole of the
constitute the Committee.

. I'he resignation of Miss . Hill as Hon.
irt‘;iHIIIT'L'I' was recelved |‘d.'||.[_'|':|:|l]\. especl
ally as it came earhier than had been e wpected
and on medical grounds. The [F|.1|1'I1!1|.';
paid tribute to Miss Hill for the .

l VEry

valuable services she had rendered to the
Club, L'h[‘t'i.‘ldl.". as Hon. Treasurer during
the past six vears. He hoped that |'L:
health might improve, and that Miss [Hil
would enjov many years of happy retiremc |.||
when she finished her business career later
this vear.
The Chairman also tendered the

of all the members to the ladies wh
assisted as pames markers, and in other
during the past vear, and especially to .\|Ir.\.
McCarthy  for  supervising the ladies’
ACLIVITIES,

[, Sraw

The Rest of the News

Maureen Lees’ exhibition of the work of
the physically disabled, which was opened
| the Mavor of |5!r|-.L:]|1L'.l\| |!||r".l'| 1 ,
UCCess. “{iE:LL' then Maureen has "-\'_'(_'i:
an irded  second  prize in the National
Weaving Contest,  She exhibited two rugs

she 1s also exhibiting at the War lh“.ul-h‘-‘i
Hxhibition at Chester, on April 11th-13th
in the Assembly Room of the Town i.';|.-'|‘
Light refreshments will be served 1n

.ul|u||||!|y_ room and there is al:

rredat

0 a restaurant
nearby.

* * *

W. T. Woods, of ( hristchurch, New
Zealand, 1s still working a limited private
].\r'.u'lh'g 11 |il|'\ :\I-}flr.u'.i]‘\. His family
tour in all—are all happily married, one
living in Canada. .

Marriage

WiNnDRIDGE—McINTOSH.—On  February
16th, C. Windridge, of Wigston Magna
leicester, to Mrs. Mclntosh. ol

members

“B.P.” and “C.A.P.”

. I . g - > 9 -

]\II-_\UI H‘sdl.,l; |,U\'-i'||, |fJL|If-LlL'1' of I|JL' lirn'-
N . :
sScout movement, was bor 1

ent, 'was born R |
yeo: , S . one hundred
vears ago on February 22nd.  The move
. - 1 1 : S >
ment itself celebrates its golden jubilee this
| ju this
-al.
Many St. Dunstaners—if they were Scouts
will still remember with affection that
absorbing Handbook, ** Scouting for Boys.”
= e '3 3 B I 7 - ‘l_ ..\
hich ** B.P.” wrote, and which must have
been read by bovs in every countryv in the
R P . e
world; but how many realise that it
published by our own Founder, the late
Sir Arthur Pearson?

o We take '||L‘.' follow g from the ** World’s
ress News” for February 22nd, 1957:

was

“ B.P.” Remembered

C. Arthur Pearson,

_ . _ origimal publishers
y the Bov Scout

\ soclation, were hosts to
small number d uished members
he movement and Press when, in B.P.'s
last week, the Hon. Robert Baden
handed a copyv of his egrand-
tor Bovs,’ by
4 ,'-l:.'ui-i'u'
Pearson. .

I'he occasion marked the centenary of
. 1 - - ;
1-Powell, founder of the Boy

ind the |'|_|_|'(_'.u||-‘.' of the

edi 1oOn, Scoutineg tor

The Braille Review

WL :ll LaTE rcceipt, we
to include in the Braille

gy
the above article and

other items in this issue, namely

etter on p. 5 from Tim Gaiger and
deaths of St. Dunstaners E. 8. Havter
Marsden and W. A. Bowrine, They "\‘ il
|||| }!(' !‘I’-]II('Ii 111 '||L next 1ssue of the l:""lll|l|.'
REVIEW . i

Births

GoopHEAD.—On [anuary 17th, to the wife
of R. Goodhe EEn She :
] .I wdhead, of Crosspool, Shefheld,

da li.lulgitl[ut'.
STANLEY.—On February 13th, to the wife
of G. Stanley, of Market Harborough
a daughter. o
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“In Memorp

Lance Corporal Herbert Kidger, rd IV

We record with deep regret the death, on February 8tl i as

A regular soldier—he had enlisted in January, 1909—he was wounded at 5 ar to /St.
Dunstan’s in August, 1917, He trained as a mat iker but during the last wa He had,
however, been ill for several years but had borne this with great courage.

He was buried on February 12th, following a solemn Reguiemn Mass at St. John At
request, there were no flowers, but St. Dunstan’s wreath was placed on the coffin,

Our deep sympathy goes out to his wife and Family.

Private William A. Bowring, [-th Dorretshire Regiment

With deep regret we record the death of W. A, Bowring, of Bristol, which occurred on February 11th.
He was sixty.

He left the f\rlllj.’ in July, 1919, and came to St. Dunstan’s in June, 1924. He trained as a bo t-repairer
and mat-maker, continuing with both occupations for a time. Later he did mats only until he gave up work
some years ago. His health had failed in recent months.

He leaves a widow and grown-up family to whom our very sincere sympathy is sent.

L.A.C. Edward Stephen Hayter, Royal Air Force
We record with deep regret the death of E. S, Havter, of Hounslow, He was seventy,
Discharged from the Royal Air Force in March, 1921, he came to St. Dunstan’s in March, 1925, He
ined as a boot-repairer and continued with this work until his last illness, which began some months ago.
He was admitted to hospital in November and was discharged at the beginning of January. He returned
there for a further week, being discharged on February 13th, but he died at his home on February 21st.
He leaves a widow and two sons, to whom our deep sympathy is sent.
Private Frederick Marsden, 11/ Border Regiment

It is with deep regrer that we record the death of F. Marsden, of Blackburn.

Enlisting in December, 1914, he served until May, 1916, coming to St. Dunstan’s in September, 1918,
He was originally trained as a boot repairer but for many years had been occ upied as a poultry farmer. He
was also _L'!'\'-!t|_\’ interested in his _L'\"L'L'!Il]ULHL' and beautiful j’_.ll'\]('ll‘ which was : wrce of !_?I'L'.il_'. ,"r!'i. e to him.

Our deep sympathy goes out to Mrs, Marsden and her family,  She and her husband had been together
for sixty-three years,

Captain Francis Marriott, C.M.G., 24} Ba n, lst Awstralia

[t is with deep regret that we record the death of Captain Francis Marriott, of Tasmania, whom ms
l.'..lri_\,' St. Dunstaners will remember, for he was one of the first Commonwealth officers to be trained :
Dunstan's

“ Frank " Marriott, as he was known, was blinded at Bapaume in UArY, 7 v St
|.]I|]'|:if',|"-“1 ]:1"("[ ih.l| YCAr W h- rc h{' rf'l'ql'l'll As 4 |5|'|i|| |.I'||'.'S'|I ]':I refturn VvV Iin l'.'_!l:l
and started a distinguished political career two years later when he was first elected to the Tasmanian
Legislature. He remained a member until 1946.  He was Chief Commissioner {or Boy Scouts in Tasn
from 1928 to 1932, and a prominent worker for blind welfare and for Toe H, of which he was Federal Presic
from 1931 to 1934, He received his C.M.G. in 1934, but earlier, in 1920, had the honour of being

inia

received
in private audience by King George V at Windsor Castle on Anzac Day, and iun at Buckingham Palace
in 1926. He retired from most of his public interests in 1948,

He was a widower and our deep sympathy is offered to his sons,

M. C. McLeod and Norman Henry Spires, New Zealand Forces

We have heard with deep regrer of the deaths of two New Zealand comrades who, however, did not
come to 5t. Dunstan’s in this country,

M. C, Mcleod, of Wellington, a Second War man, died last November after a long period of suffering,
Our deep sympathy goes out to Mrs, Mcleod,

N. H. Spires, of Masterton, North Island, another Second War man, also died in Nowvember.
Australian-born, he settled in New Zealand and farmed on a large scale. He died very suddenly, leaving a
widow to whom our very sincere sympathy is sent.

Deaths bury at the beginning of February.
Our 11&‘[1 N\II]]'.1!|1\ goes out to the Our St. Dunstaner attended the funeral,
following: which took place at Canterbury Cathedral.

A pvANDER—To A, B Ales ander, of The Dean, Dr. Flewlett Johnson, conduct
Parkstone, who has just lost his only sister. ed the ceremony.

BrackwerLL,—To C. G. Blackwell, of New
Tredepar, “I.lm-'“l 1r|u|]|lm.'1 |1;:.~.'\Ld away on I_J\m[mnl, whose wife died on December
_l'.IIH:'.lT"\ 14th in her 82nd vear. 2ad.

Davey.—To G. R. Davey, of | id‘-li].;'.?\, who

lost his wife on January 9th. Wurte.—To J. D. White, of Chilwell,
Burpen.—To W. Burden, of Saltdean, Nottinghamshire, whose grandmother
whose brother died suddenly at Canter died in November.

Kinper.—To T. Kinder, of Knotty Ash,
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