S

For Men and Women Blinded on War Service

No. 476—Vorume XLIII DECEMBER 1959 Price 3d. MonTHLY.
[Free 1o St. Dunstan's Men

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

HE new £1 note to be issued early next year will be a different size from all existing
notes, the Bank of England told representatives of the Royal National Institute for
the Blind and of St. Dunstan’s at a meeting on Thursday, December 3rd.

The new 10s. note, althouch of the same length as the £1 note, will be of a different
width to enable blind people to differentiate between them. When the new [5 and £10
notes are being designed, the Bank will collaborate with our organisations as to the best
means of incorporating some form of difference,

The meeting between representatives of our two organisations and the Chief Cashier
at the Bank was arranged because blind people all over the country had been disturbed by
reports that £1 and 10s. notes of the same size would be issued in 1961.

Every St. Dunstaner shopkeeper knows how to distinguish a £1 note from a 10s. note
by feeling it. For those who are not familiar with this trick, I may say that the usual method
is to place the note between two of the fingers, when it will be found that the [1 note is
just a little wider than the 10s. note. A little experimentation will tell you which fingers
to use for measurement purposes.

[t now appears that the Bank of England is going to concede the point and 1 think
the R.N.L.B. and St. Dunstan’s did well to make immediate representations,

Many may have heard the Chairman of the R.N.I.B., who is also a member of St.
Dunstan’s Council, Mr. Godfrey Robinson, the Secretary of St. Dunstan’s, Mr. A. D. Lloyds,
and, at an earlier stage, Mr. J. C. Colligan, Secretary-General of the R.N.LB., broadcasting
on this subject which, if I may say so, they did exceedingly well.

Magic Carpet

During the month of November, | went to Melbourne, Australia, and back for a short
business visit. Most of the journey was by jet aeroplane—the first time 1 have travelled
in such an aircraft. A Comet took Lady Fraser and me from London to New York, and this
is a most remarkable machine, This aeroplane—which must weigh 70 tons fully laden
goes up in the air at a very sharp angle and in a short time is seven miles above the earth;
then it ['!!‘IJ(_‘L'L'(]H at 500 m.p.h. or more, yet i1s as quiet and steady as a good car.

We left London at mid-day and arrived at New York, against a head wind of 100 m.p.h.,
nine and a half hours later. But when we landed at New York, it was only 4.30 in the after
noon because the time had gone back five hours. When we were two-thirds across the
Atlantic, the sun was setting on the horizon and for two hours it seemed to remain constant,
unable to go to bed. This strange phenomenon was due to the fact that at the latitude
on which we were flying, say, half-way between the Equator and the Pole, we were travelling
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at the same pace as the earth so that we were keeping up with the sun. It was not until
we turned south-west that the sun beat us and went below the horizon.

There is something exceptionally tiring about travelling by jet, considering that it is
so quiet and so comftortable. I am at a loss to know why this is so but perhaps it is the change
of altitude and the alteration of the time table to which one is accustomed.

Continuing our journev to Australia, we found ourselves cating dinner at dawn and
having breakfast last thing at night—or so it appeared until we caught up with time.

This time factor is very peculiar. As you approach the island of Fiji to land, going
southwards, vou jump one whole day. That is to say, vou set off from lHonolulu on a Friday
and a few hours later you arrive in Fiji and find that it is Sunday. On the flight coming home,
vou leave Sydney on Friday afternoon and arrive at Honolulu twelve hours later and find
that it is still Fridav morning. 1 cannot understand this but at least | am satisfied that |
am still as old as I was because, having travelled both ways, 1 have caught up the day that I
||J:'wl. .

Old Friends

In Sydney, I talked on the telephone to Alfred Mace, one-time head of our Physio-
therapy Department.  Although he has suffered a heart attack and has had to retire from
work, he sounded cheerful and well and sent his best wishes to all old friends.

In Melbourne, a great Reunion of St. Dunstaners took place and we met many old
friends of the First and Second World Wars. There were 135 Australians who came to
St. Dunstan’s, most of them Fi World War men who had fought in France. ‘The rest
were Second World War men who came to us when hostilities ceased. Thev have vood
associations looking after their welfare and they follow many of the same professions,
occupations and handicrafts as we do over here. The representatives from New Zealand
also came and 1 learned that St. Dunstaners in New Zealand are, on the whole, doing well.
I was asked to convey the best wishes of them all to St. Dunstaners here and to the many
friends they made during their sojourn with us,

When passing through New York, 1 visited the American Foundation for the Blind
where | met Mr. Barnett, the very able blind head of the organisation, and Mr. Boulter,
Field Director of the Overseas societv, who 1s himself a St. Dunstaner. Mr. Boulter

and his friends took us to a play which illustrates the first few vears of lelen Keller's

lite, and depicts in very moving terms the vietory over blindness and deafness achieved by her
rem ble teacher, Miss Annie M. Sullivan (Mrs. Macy).  This does not seem a likely theme
for a successtul |\| but I was told that the theatre is sold out and that the plav looks like
having a considerable run. Certainly the author and the actors show -.’_11;11 tmagination
and sincerity in portraving the remarkable events which enabled Mrs. Macv to establish
contact with this little blind and deat child whose unusual intellivence was cut off from all

communication with the outer world.

Basil Curtis

Major Basil Curtis 15 leaving St. Dunstan’s at the end of the year to take up a job in
connection with public relations and appeals for the National Spastics Soctety.  This s
an important appointment in a well-known, srowing organisation which does a fine work
f-‘f. ‘-L_|1:|':],| tation, and 1 thin he has .11| |||1.|,|.||,' 1|LI<4|£]IL'.‘; for such et ll-l‘w[.

Major Curtis has been responsible for our public relations work for some ten vears,
as well as dealing with publicity and advertising for groups of St. Dunstaners and individuals,
and we are much i bted to him for the many references to St. Dunstan’s which have appeared
in the newspaper press and on broadeasting and television.

St. Dunstan’s and St. Dunstaners will miss Basil Curtis, but all his friends will join
with me in wishing him the best of good luck.

Licut. Commander Buckley, our Appeals Organiser, will assume responsibility for
]'1L;|1]£L' relations in I".|'.I-"L-_ and | '-.\:|| 0f course, continue to give a !'_=><u| dc;l] of attention

: - ; 1
Lo this matter, wnicn nas becn one of my -1§1L'1_'|.|! interests and :'L-_~.|\<>||z.||s|||tzu_\,

Christmas
\ ]1:|5'\E"= Christn from my wife and me to all St. Dunstaners and friends of St.

Dunstan’
FRASER OF LONSDALE.

§T. DUNSTAN'S

London Club Notes

From the London Club to all St. Dun
staners and their families, the cnm;ﬁllmcnla'
of the season, a merry Christmas, and good
health and good fortune for 1960,

* * *

On Tuesday, December 8th, Club mem
bers were delighted to welcome Mrs. Svkes
2!|1L1 Mrs, SASSO0M. To Mrs, Svkes
“ Thank vou, madam, for vour continued
l__';_:!](\'!'lr-l'.'\ .”

S. WEBSTER,

Bridee. St. Dunstan’s Bridge Club held
its Annual General Meeting on Friday,
November 13th, at Ovingdean. Comman-
dant took the chair and did the job to
perfection. About thirty members were
present and the meeting | sted about one
hour and a half. A number of problems
were dealt with satisfactorilyv.  G. P. Brown
was re-elected captain, Mr. Webster, treas-
urer, and Messrs. Gover, Jackson and
Drummer Downs made up the new Com
mittee,

The Club held its annual Bridee Congress
on November 14th and 15th. The battle
commenced on Saturdav morning with the
first round of the Sir Arthur Pearson
Memorial Cup pairs competition, This
was followed in the afternoon by the Sir
Arthur Pearson Memorial Cup for teams
of four and 1 can assure you, competition
for both events was verv keen. Sunday
morning saw the final for the pairs, and
A |sr|<1;.'_c. drive for all in the afternoon
finished off what 1 believe to be considered
by all members, another wonderful week
end. A notable feature of the Congress
was the fact that the Club’s only two lady
members carried off the first prize in the
free-for-all bridee drive. Well done, girls!
Matron kindly presented the prizes to the
various winners, and Drummer then
]Wt'uaumml Matron with a lr}‘.'cl_'-, lm.nluu‘._
of flowers and thanked the staff on behalf
of the boys, for eiving us such a pleasant
time. Matron then brought the week-end
to its close by thanking all those who had
worked so hard to make the Congress such
a success, with a special word of praise
for Mr. A. E. Field and Mr. C. Sto

G BB,
Resurrs:

Pairs+ 1st. B. Ingrey, A. Smith; 2nd,
M. Delaney, R. Wylie; 3rd, H. Gover, P.
Nuyens.

[anrs A. ]. Wiltshire, J. Douglass

. Walch, C. Kelk; 2nd, F. Winter,
Andrev . . Henry, S. Webster; 3rd,
\rmstrong, M. Delaney,

i VMorning : 1st, G. P.

Fleming: 2nd, H. Cook, F.

lackson: 3rd, R. Armstrong, Mrs. Stokes.

i rive, Sunday Afie y+ 1st, Mirs.

Formstone, Miss Simon; 2nd, S. Webster,

W. H. Llenry: 3rd, R. Freer, A. Needham.

St. Dunstan’s Two-Mile Invitation
Handicap Walk

Highgate, Saturday, 26th September,

) Stafford
7. A. Brow
d. 5. Tutton 5
9. M. Burns 2311 2(-18
10. E. Co ! 54 202

11. T. Robinson 2544 21+1-

St. Dunstan’s Seven-Mile
Championship Walk
Regent’s Park, Saturday, 21st November,
1959

6715
65-31
G643
GE-03
70-30
6447

Proposed College Reunion

[t is proposed to hold a Ret ion some
time at the end of July, 1960, of men and
staff who were at the College Annexe,
Regent’s Park,

The reunion would be held at Hanover
Lodge. Regent’s Park, and there would be
no charege, so when arrangi vour holiday
at ()\'i;{u_».lr;lﬂ, would those iterested bear
such a reunion in mind?

\nvone who is interested is asked to
be vood enough to get in touch with me
at 46 Leicham Avenue, London, S.W.16.

NG L BCOTT.
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Memorial Service to

Sir Arthur Pearson

The annual Memorial Service to the late
Sir Arthur Pearson, 1., Founder of St.
Dunstan’s, was held at the St. Dunstan’s
Chapel, Ovingdean, on Sunday, December
13th. Sir Neville Pearson, Br., our Presi
dent. read the Lesson, and the Address was
given by St. Dunstan’s Padre, the Rev.
W. J. Taylor, who conducted the Service.

The crowded congregation included Lady
Pearson, lLord and Lady TFraser, Mrs.
Aitken (Sir Neville’s sister), Mrs. Dacre
(Lord Fraser’s sister), and Christopher
and Caroline McDonald (Lord Fraser’s
grand-children).

On the morning of Wednesday, December
9th, the thirty-eighth anniversary of Sir
\rthur Pearson’s death, a party consisting

of First War St. Dunstaners . Abbev, of

Enh { ]. Murray, of New Southgate,
Messrs. H. Wheeler, of Merton Park, and
D. Williams, of Australia, with Mr. A, DD,
[loyds, Secretary of St. Dunstan’s, and
Mr. H. Lean, went to Hampstead Cemetery,
where a wreath of poppies was placed on
Sir Arthur’s erave on behalf of war-blinded
service men and women all over the world.

Static Cycles

[ have had several requests recently for
Static Cycles, needed for health reasons,
‘.l.'|<| 1T rr('.('ul'}'u'] to me that 151{.'1'&' may ‘!u_'
a few St. Dunstaners who have these
machines but do not use them. In such
cases | should be pleased to meet the cost
of carriape and overhaul if the machines
were made av atlable to other St, Dunstaners,

C. D, Wirs.
Bowls

I recently appealed in the Press for gifts
of woods for our Brighton Bowling Club,
and the response was so generous that |
now have a number of sets available for
other E‘l'.l‘_-.L'T‘-l.

Bowls has proved to be one of the few
outdoor games a blind person can learn to
p successfully and any St. Dunstaners
interested in taking it up, or already playing
it, may write to me for a pair of woods
if they can really make good use of them.

C. D. WiLLs.
Golden Wedding

Many congratulations to Mr. and Mrs.

larvill. of Thorne, Doncaster, who

celebrated their Golden Wedding anni
versary on November 29th,

Letters to the Editor

Dear EpiTor,

For many years 1 have been bothered
by my Junior Imperial portable skidding
around on my desk in accordance with the
vehemence of my mood. 1 did nothing
about it, considering it to be one of the
little things.

The other dav, after I had sealed off

every sncaky little draught in the house so
that the fire would not go, | looked around
to find a use for the three feet of adhesive
foam-rubber strip left over.

The moment of inspiration led me to
the typewriter. Turning it upside down,
| removed the four small non-skid buttons
with their mirror-like surfaces. Using the
back holes as guides, 1 applied the strip
from one to the other and turned the
machine right way up. Result—absolute
satisfaction! You can get the strip in
Woolworth’s. Be sure it’s adhesive.

Y ours sincerely,
STEWART SPENCE.
Dear Epiror,
“ Never tear he 14-18 bovs are here”
Yes! the old boys are here, and what would
St. Dunstan’s contingent be without them
on “ Remembrance Sunday ™ ?

[ am a 3945 man mysell and have
attended this event for the past seven years,
and through my escort 1 have learned just
how the numbers are shrinkine, To me
this is a disgrace.

| know some of the lads have added
disabilities, but there must he scores of the
1'::r|1]\:|1:11|\£|\ fit ones who reside 1n and
around the LLondon area. What do they
do  with themselves on  Remembrance
Sunday? Could they not spare just a few
hours with us, once a vear?

| marvel at the old boys. They turn
out year after year; some ol them would be
better off at home in the warm, but no,
they come along and as things are, it 1s
a L‘I;HJll 1}1}1‘:_\," they do.  What was a decent
turn-out has shrunk to twenty.

| can remember not too far back when we
had our luncheon at the Seymour Hall,
and a free bar, we had a real turn-out.
Surely this is not the reason? 1t certainly
makes me think,

No doubt 1 am wide open for some
replies. 1 hope there are many,

Yours sincerely,
e Garden City. S, 5. Brooks
:J[’n'nrJ]\El_':l.
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Remembrance Day, 1959

St. Dunstaners were among those who
lm!".l'\lt.'d at the (:t.‘nrltrl]‘.h on Sunday,
November 8th, and again a party were

among those in the vast audience at the

Roval Albert Hall for the Festival of

Remembrance. At the * Not Forgotten ™
\ssociation l14th Armistice Remembrance
Dinner in Belfast, St. Dunstaners .
Humphrey, A. Scott, A. . Rutledge and
. G. Greene were among those who
attended. |. umphrey replied to the
toast, ** Our Guest: A

Retirement Presentation
W, Storer, of Rugly
after cichteen vears as telepl 1
s Hospital, Rugby, and at a recept
in his llr..\.llr.ll.:' on October 30th, three
cheques were presented to him—one fron

1

the Matron and the nursing and general

statt, ;L!hli!lm' from the sureeons and I]'.f.'{|'\'.|.

staflt, and a third from the chairman of

the House Committee, who also took the
chair ;'|I'|\] i\..i|| Warm tribute to the '\'\'!'a!|<|c I
ful work that our St. Dunstaner and his
wife had done for the hospital. A bouquet
of carnations was presented to Mrs, Storer
and then came the toast—*° to Mr. and Mts.
Storer in their retirement, with a job of

e S
work well done.

A Christmas Competition
an vou construct a Word Sguare
ihe followinge clues—that 15, a s
which the letters of the hidden words
le same both across and
There \_\_'In: bhe three prizes o two

for the senders of the first three correct

solutions .n]u'm-gl after t closing date,
his lanuary 11th, 1960, Entries to the
| South \udley Street, [London,

marked * Competition.”
A happy Christmas, ev

Clues

which  near

turned this shape g
a4 Ppaln.

3, The verv reverse of sportsmen.

. Admits of, or has the meaning of '|1i|1-,

\ little devil begins to hinder.

6. Losing their lead of fifty, these oirls

lnnk tno

The House of Lords

In the House of Lords on December 9th,
[.ord Fraser of Lonsdale asked Her Majesty’s
Government whe they can state the
situation as regards unemployment of dis-
abled persons, and what steps they are taking
to keep the obligation of the Disabled
Persons (Employment) Acts in the minds
of emplovers.

The Minister without Portfolio (the

Farl of Dundee) replied that on November
I6th there were 58,489 registered disabled
persons unemplove ared with 59,727
in November, 1958, = Ministry  of
lLabour made enquiries each vear from all
employers with 20 or more workers to sec
whether thev are carrving out their obli
ations under the Acts to employ at least
three per cent of 1'L'_=_’|‘-1C‘.'l2\:. <l:a;;h|c\-_1 5‘1{:1"“1’-‘.“,
In addition, the Ministry constantly kept
before employers the need to employ
suitable disabled |3cr|'!1] i

[.ord Fraser asked if it was not possible
that some new emplovers in a small way
did not know of the obligations; could
further publicity be given to the matter?

The Earl of Dus > replied that a new
circular was now with the printers which
would meet that point; a television film was
also 5\(;!'-1_'_' ]“.'L'EM".L'I'.,

Remploy

[Later on the same ||..I'\, 1.'\1'\]: Fraser ‘lf‘l;"\L'l".
[ler Majestv’s Government whether tl
Are NoOw 1n a ]1-Jk;l!f>|‘= to state what arrangve-
ments have been made to increase Govern-
ment contracts to Remploy.

The Darl of Dundee said that sales by
Remploy  to  Government Departments
during the first 34 weeks of the present
financial vear totalled £523,000, compared
with £497,000 for the same period last year.

1.ord Fraser asked whether the Govern-
ment Departments would bear in mind that
4 verv substantial subsidy has to be paid
by Parliament to maintain these sheltered
workshops and that it is both financially
expedient and humanly desirable that work
should be given to these shops, so both
saving the taxpavers money and viving the
men employment—which was far more 1m-
portant than money.

The Earl of Dundee said that the Priority
Suppliers Committee was constantly bring-
ing to the notice of all branches of spending
Departments all over the country the kind of
coods which can be pro duced by Remploy

and other sheltered workshops.
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Early Days in Radio

Forty-five vears ago almost to the day, |
was handed a document which, Amc}li;m
other thines, said that 1 was qualified to
operate a wireless telegraphy installation
on any British ship anvwhere in the world.
I stuffed the thing in my pocket and ran
out of the school where 1 had been trained
in Manchester, in cas¢e there was some
mistake or the examiners changed their
minds.

Three days later I joined my first ship.
All my hopes and dreams of what life at
sea would be like were soon shattered
The so-called wireless cabin on this particu-
lar ship was sitnated in the ‘tween decks
just above the waterline.

We crossed the Atlantic in December,
1914, and the equipment we had at our
disposal was crude in the extreme. A
rotary spark gap for a transmitter and a
clockwork magnetic detector for a receiver.
Both of them museum pieces nowadays,
and their range under good conditions did
not exceed 200 miles.

We went to Boston, Massachusetts, and
picked up a cargo of 750 horses for the
Western front. The vovage to France with
this cargo of frichtened, half-crazed animals
was a nightmare in terrible weather, and
one can well imagine the stench below
decks in that so-called wireless cabin.

One thing [ soon learned on that ship.
All wireless men were looked upon with
great suspicion. It was something new,
and some old salts thought it was tempting
providence to mess about with such un-
canny things. One old sailor stuck his head
through the door one day and he saw me
lighting my cigarette between a nine-inch
crackling spark gap. Ile never spoke to
me again.,

Four vears later those old superstitions
still stuck and we wireless wizards were
blamed for any bad weather or misfortune
that came along.

On November 12th, 1918, whilst serving
on another ship, | heard by radio that the
War was over and that the Armistice had
been signed! 1 dashed up to the skipper’s
cabin and told him the glad tidings. He
stared at me with the utmost suspicion and
asked me where 1 had got the news from.
I had to admit that the signals were ver
weak and that I had been unable to identify
the station. We were in the Pacihic Ocean

at the time, headed for the Panama Canal.
e recarded the whole thing as a hoax by
some wireless fool and he forbade me
implicitly to tell anvone else on board.
Before dismissing me he brought out a
bottle of wl y and poured out a couple
of real snorters., We drank a silent toast
without even a smile.

Next day 1 got the shock of my lite.
For four long years 1 had heard nothing
but morse telegraphy on the headphones.
Suddenly 1 heard piano music quite dis-
tinctly! When 1 was Llll;.-]L' sure that |
was not dreaming [ dashed up to see the Old
Man again.

He smiled and tapped his head signihi
cantly.

«“Most of vou fellows go barmyv sooner or
later, Sparks,” he said. ** Take more water
with it next time,” he added casually.

Two days later we arrived in the Panama
Canal and tied up alongside. The first
news that we heard was that the war was
over, but the Old Man never batted an
&."\i_'ljlt_i.

That night the one and only Anna
Pavlova gave a show in an empty warchouse
on the (]Ij;i'\ai\lu for all the sailors in port.

That’s a long time ago and thank good
ness things have changed in the radio
department on board all ships.

Those were pioneering days, those were.

JouNn MARTIN.
London, W.11.

Yuletide
Ihe festive mood in Y uletide gart
Cf oy ane 4
Disaing acenmulated ape

J-'fh" .'ff..'.‘.":" a GAVyIame reed.

lromnd the Chi

And |

o . T
Crais 30ar,

h, af infant birth,
Bet -":’r"lr '{’:"a’;‘.

J. Cruske.

Newcartle-on
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Talking Book Library
Final Batch, 1939

[Hereunder 1s a rather dull selection to
beguile away the tedious hours of * deep
midwinter.”

* Votes for Women,” by Roger Fulford,
reader Alvar Lidell, traces the disappearance
of the sweetly feminine from early last
century to .+ more discontented and
vociferous creature who passes for Eve
in this present day. Perhaps that is a little
harsh but my frank opinion is that about
1 in 20 men and 1 or 2 in a 100 women
deserve a vote, But then, who could
possibly arbitrate for such a higgledy
pigeledy ideal? This is the chronicle of
a strugele of which any woman can be
proud until the last ten years before the
vote was achieved when, lacking brazen
bravado. she has every reason to feel
honestly ashamed of the hysterical con
vulsions of the * weaker sex.” How
Wolmen llL‘_'."".Ith'(] 1|]L'|1'|“L'|'\L'\ (6] S€ e
equality at a cost of their superiority!

No. B

“The Cherry Tree,” by Adrian Bell,
reader Stephen Jack, is a most readable
account of farming in the depressed days
of the early thirties by a small farmer in
Suffolk. Nowadavs farming is a science,
vesterday it was an art., The modern
farmer considers the old farmer ||.i'|'r|1.l.',l'.L|.
and slovenly, the old farmer considers
the modern unfeeling and artificial.  Nature

herself will let the world know eventually
which is right. ln the meantime we do
know that hough there may not be
progress there 1s, most assuredly, constant
chanee. Cuat No. 500.

“ AMemoirs of Field Marshal Lord Mont-
womery,’” reader Andrew Timothyv, 1s as
simple and straightforward an account of

by anv of our

the war as there has been
foremost commanders.  Perhaps “ Monty 7
is a controversial figure and perhaps he
does leave a trail of sore toes behind him,
but listen to B.B.C.s * Any Answers,”
and look how difficult it is to please any
significant proportion of a2 Democracy with
one directly stated ides Since he is
honest. direct, and decisive, speaking only
of and from the LlL'I_.W’|| of his individual
experience, the Field Marshal is subject to
monstrous distortions by press and by
any persons without goodwill. Just a wee
bit too long but interesting and informative.
No. 509.

“ Teacher,” by Helen Keller, reader
Caryl Spenser, is no book for the soft and
sentimental. - a miracle 15 *° The will of
(nul\ '.l!.|:u| with the greatest !,jr:hslhiu |1I_J.’I‘|:1:1
endeavour,” then the L'|1:l:-1l1f..‘l|3.LTIr.Jl1 of
Helen Keller 1s certainly a miracle of our

time. This book is not entertaining. It

15 interesting, yes, but it hurts the h

to think over what one is reading. C;

NG, ‘-__'}':"" .
NELSON.

Sutton Club

Our Annual General Meeting is to be
held on Saturday, January 23rd, at the
Sutton Adult School Hall, Benhill Avenue,
Sutton, at 2.30 p.m. We should like to
see all members on that day and also any
new members.

Come along now, L'.'_'l_ipw in the Surrey
:ll'&:;l!

TED DUDLEY,

Liverpool Club

On December 5th the Club held its
annual Christmas Party in Sefton Hall.
Members and guests to the number of
forty turned up for this festive _'_'_;1thur'in;,

I :_11.|] guests were Miss B,
Vaugchan Davies and her friend, Miss Davies
(Linen) of Blackpool memories. Miss
Everett and Miss Broughton, our Welfare
Visitors, and our good friend from Lewis’s,
Miss Madison.

After a sumptuous meal our President
proposed the “ Loyal Toast,” and then
with crackers popping and cigarettes well
alight, the party took on a gay mood. The
floor being cleared, we sat down to enjoy
a very fine concert given by our old friend
George Lamb, and his party. After the
concert a domino drive was held, with
cash prizes.

We would like to thank all those who
gave gifts for the party, and also the ladies
who prepared and served the refreshments,
and those backroom people who worked
so hard to make this party a success.

The Club wishes all St. Dunstaners on
Mersevside * The compliments of the
season.”

A hearty welcome is extended to any
St. Dunstaner who wishes to join us.
Why sit lonely at home when you can
be among friends and enjoy yourself?

Joe BrAkELY.
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Tales of Ind
The Robber Baron

Looking back on a long life, during which
| have received a fair share of variety and
adventure, 1 think that one of the out
standing periods was when | found mysell
in charge of a Watch and Ward 500 mile
section of the metre gauge system of an
Indian railway. The country through which
the railway passed was very flat but for
a small rise approaching a station, and
at the crest of the rise was a bridge, and
this «]\.1;1‘.‘-t'a| a l|u'|‘ cutting :-!'”-'.L'- which
passed the permanent way of a broad
gauee State ratlway system. The broad
cauve line was known bv the locals as the
]H:I'l';l ii'u- :'-l] the metre augc the ll!'.‘.’.l:
burra meaning |'-|_'_ and chota small.

The Watch and Ward system was a kind
of rivate }"'l!'l'l,' 1-I'I'\_L' -:I- I!\L' ral |
object being t yrotect all ] '
by goods trains and lving in goods sheds
and on goods platforms.

For about thirty miles west of the railway
bridee had alwavs been a black spot in
the past for attacks on the goods trains; thi
was due to the fact that alonge this section
of the track lived members of a eriminal
tribe. wse people from childhood were
broucht up to be thieves. The DBritish
|;_[|_l ]-‘!.l\_-(_ll '|I|Il'l.,|- .J.l ONVET |"I|I.: to |f>'=.--.
after them and if & issible reform  them.
I was warned that an outbreak of erime
was imminent and I informed my superiors,
who were retired oflicers he Indian
‘I\.u||:c;__ Sure enouch the
|\!.|t_'n' near the railway |\1"f.|'_'n and
of suprar were stolen from a running coods
train. When | arrived at the scene of the
crime a strange story was told me. [t
appeared that a miracle had happened, for
a well about a mile from the robbery had
suddenly had the water 1n it changed into
».|1L'!"]\|.'L' in one ni & The news UI. this
strange h ppening had \fllll(: Iv spread and
pilerims in their hundreds had hurried to
drink the miraculous water. When I arrived
at the well the water had fallen to a few
feet and the smell nearly knocked me down.
The water on the surface was literally
boiling as - result of fermentation and
a large number of frogs lay dead on the
surface. 1 will not insult the intellivence
of my readers by attempting to explain
how the * miracle ” had taken place.

The attacks on the chota line increased
and the thieves became more daring,

'S RETVIEW

cventually the armed 'i\-.u].lL' were called 1n
to escort goods trains.

In the area of the crimes lived a worth
who was the local Nawab, or Baron. FHe
was the leader of these criminal tribes and
was .‘-LI"-'|'?('L'[(.‘([ of 11‘._'|‘.|_‘_-‘ a receiver of their
ill-gotten  gains. My inspector and |
decided to pay the Nawab a visit. So onc
evening we called at the *° Palace,” a castl
like structure, and we were taken up to
the flat roof where we awaited the Nawab.
AMfter a suitable interval he appeared. Lle
was a tall, stout man, his face was la
_:I]{i re L(_'IH! I'_'_'lflli-!‘.'.II‘ITH_I":Il'!l‘:‘ill_"'

in fact he looked like a chara
of Chu Chin Chow. After the customary
[Howery L'-J;1'|]>|1|'1L'||1-- we all sat down a
conversed about the crops, the prospects ot
a 5'.'”-‘" monsoon and 1n fact l_"\il‘.l]'l".
except the object of our visit, Finall
sald, *f Nawab Sahib, | am sure vou
l|l:i1|_' unaware of the attacks on the
line, but | have come to ask
VOUT gres luence with vour
censt dng  the chota
Nawab rose slowly from his chaii
-|)\.||-.-||:' ‘\'!-l‘\'\.-.\ |I‘\ volce thick
emotion, he said, ** Sahib, what
I a terrible ek to me and h
with shame and contusion,”” tl
his voice, * how dare thosc

them not

disobey mv orders varned
to rob the chota line . . . anly the burra line.”

Shortly after our visit to the old rascal
the raids on the chota line \Ilnl‘l_u'\l.‘ lyut a
to the burra line I would not know.

Dunecan Mo
A Christmas Message

Niss: /. “\||.||':|. who lives 1in Susse

as she puts it, *an old

wonian of Y0 yedrs
and very bad evesight.”  Recently she sent
4 donation to Ovingdean and with her
it she enclosed the tollowing lines which

she herself had written.

Christmas Greetings

'he Commandant, Matrons and staft at

all the Brichton Homes send greetings and
good wishes to St. Dunstaners everywhere

for a happy Christmas and New Year.

From All Quarters

It ww -I_(n'ul, Loy |1.l\.c_' a '.I!h‘ ['.l'nlﬂ FII}‘;]I
Martin, of Durban, South frica, where
he sayvs they are now starting thelr summer
weather—rain for a few days, then the sun
shining the next.

* *
k. W. Hedges, of Bexley, has a delichttul

aviary of fiftv-four West African birds and
makes all their very large cages himself.
x Kk ok

\ book by Wally Thomas, of Southamp
ton, ** Life in my hands,” is to be publi shed
in January by Heinemann. Hxtracts from
the book have been appearing weekly in
the Swiday CGoraphi

» e *x

R. Brown, of South Shields, is a very
keen pigeon fancier and this season |
scored eat triumph hy carryl
the Sar prize, worth over £,

* * *

l. M wharlane, of Nford, with his Com-
mittee. has been to the Treasury seven times
within the last two months discussing Pay
Rescarch Unit

* * *

G. Price. of Berryvnarbor, N. Devon, has
made and fitted storm windows to his
bungalow, and made and fixed posts and
chain fencing for the garden. At one time
a Councillor, Mr. Price still takes a very
keen interest in all local affairs.

* > .1

. Mitchell, of Edinburgh, who is not
now taking such an active part in the
business of his Regimental Association and
Club. has had another decoration for his
oood work as Chairman of the Edinburgh
Branch for the past ¢ years.

* * *

. Salt, of Morecambe, obtained 140 lbs.
of tomatoes from thirty tomato plants this
vear. Ie has a 12ft. by Bft. greenhouse,
unheated.

* * *

T. Tavlor, of Farrington, was the speaker
at the first meeting of the winter session
of Hesketh Lane Men’s Fireside. His sub-
ject—St. Dunstan’s.

EVIER

The National News Letter
\s a result of a decision by the '\_"le'i
of the letterpress edition of the N
News * L0 ceasc |NJ|)|,L.‘.1L'.|J'.1 and instead
Lo ]‘-HHI!'-II a x||.':i|'f\.'"1|'-. as from next _|;LI ALY,
R.NLLB. has decided not to pu lish a
separatelv; i|l.r>tl;'.1(|, the
[if will now be published
: Iy m January 6th and the
National News ter will be included as a
l;-i.ll'lui|j. H.|p|'-;u|u-_u‘ll.

This means, therefore, that only those

recelving  the ™ / ! Mail will

snt on the list
but now wish
receive as

Grandfathers

Goodhead, of Crosspool,
Morean, Stroud, Glos.:
Barrow-in-Furness;
randchild each for H.
Wimbledon Chase, and W. ]. S.
Hendon.

Great-Grandfather

of Thorne, Don

Family News

Her friends will learn with regret that
\[rs. Percy Ashton’s father died at the end
of November,

We are also sad to learn that the seven-
months old baby of the daughter of H.
Pearce, of Leichton Buzzard, has died.

seolfrey Pearce, Hendon, has obtained

oree of B.A. (Geography) at London
University

At the Southern Area Musical Festival,

r old Sheila Reas, of New Haw,

iined a Certificate for a pianoforte

Thomas, of Wakefield, tells us that
his grandson has just signed on to play
for Wakefield Football Club.

Jacqueline Morgan (née Scrimgeour) has
passed her Final Nursing Examination and
has been promoted to Staff Nurse.
Marriages of Sons and Daughters

Peter Ross, Petersfield, was married in

the autumn.




ST. DUNSTAN'S REVIEW

“In Memory”

Private Ernest Leonard Bowcott, Royal Berkshive Regiment

With deep regret we record the death of E. L. Bowcott, of Mitcham. He was 63,

He was already in the Army at the outbreak of the 1914-18 war—he had enlisted in December, 1913,
but he did not come under our care until April, 1950, when the state of his health prevented him undertaking
any training. Owing to the poor health of Mrs. Bowcott, he went into Pearson House in 1957, where he
had remained. His health had deteriorated recently and he died on November 13th.

Our deep sympathy is sent to Mrs. Bowcott and her daughters,

Private Harry Roper, Royal Army Veterinary Corps

We record with deep regret the death of H. Roper, of Hove, at the age of 73.

He had served [rom his enlistment in December, 1915, until November, 1918, but when he came
to us in 1951, his age and the state of his health ruled out serious training. He did, however, undertake a
little hobby work. His health had grown much worse in recent years and he returned to hospital a few weeks
back; he was then discharged but he died at home on November 15th,

We send our deep sympathy to Mrs, Roper in her loss.

Sergeant Nelson Horatio Rand, Labour Corps 5th Fssexe Regiment

It is with deep regret that we record the death of N. H. Rand, of Addlestone, which occurred in
hospital on November 17th after a brief illness.  He was 68,

He had enlisted ten days after the outbreak of war in 1914 and had served until March, 1919, He
came to St. Dunstan’s in January, 1930, and trained as a shopkeeper.  He went into business at Byfeet and he
continued this until his retirement in 1949. He then settled in Addlestone, where for a time he did a little
handicraft work. He was taken suddenly ill on November 14th and he died in hospital three days later.

He leaves a widow to whom our deep sympathy is sent.

Private Hubert Norman Matthews, [abour Corps

We record with deep regret the death of H, N. Matthews, of Bracklesham day. He died in St.
Richard’s Hospital, Chichester, on November 29th, at the age of 67,

He saw service from December, 1914, until March, 1919, and eame to St. Dunstan’s a few months
later where he trained in joinery and netting.  He continued with these erafts until 1951, when his health began
to deteriorate and for some time now he had been a chair case.  He was admitted to hospital and he died
there Very -%m]lhnl_\'.

Our very sincere sympathy goes out to Mrs, Matthews in her loss.

Sapper John Wilkie, R Seots Greyr

It is with deep regret that we record the death of J. Wilkie, of Burton-on-Trent, He was 64.

He had enlisted prior to the 1914-18 war—in December, 1913 —and served with his regriment until
March, 1925. A wear later he came to St. Dunstan’s, where he trained in basket making. He was a first-class
craftsman and he carried on this occupation until \pril last, when failing health at last compelled him to give
up. He had been very seriously ill since May and he died at his home on November 25th,

Our deep sympathy is sent to Mrs, Wilkie and her family.

A.B. Arthur Rose, Raya! Naval 1Volunteer Reserve

We record with deep regret the death of Arthur Rose, of Middlesbrough, He died at his home
on October 29th at the age of 63.

His service was from July, 1915, until 1918: he hud been gassed on the Somme the same year, but
he was only admitted to St. Dunstan’s as recently as two months ago, when he was already a very sick man.

We offer our sincere sympathy to his widow and family.

Deaths Tomuinson.—To T. C. Tomlinson, of
Beaminster, Dorset, whose wife died on

Our deep sympathy goes out to the 2 :
/ AN October Oth after a long illness.

following :—

Bennerr.—To A. Bennett, of Dover,
whose sister, Theresa, died on November Braille Tests
15th, in her 78th year.

Preliminary Test: B. Carpenter, Kings
Langley; F. Greenaway.

ForstEr,—To R. Forster, of Leeds, whose
father died suddenly at the beginning
of December.

MarTin.—To T. E. D. Martin, of Wolver- Senior Test : E. Slaughter, Salisbury.

Adpanced Test : H. Slaughter, Salisbury.

hampton, whose sister died very suddenly Repeat Senior Test : M. Delaney, Maiden-
at the beginning of November. head.
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