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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

INCE “ K-H.” gave up his Weekly News Letter, I have been reading the Braille Mail,

a paper I had not looked at for perhaps twenty years. It consists mainly of extracts

from leading and other articles of a more or less serious nature from dailies and weeklies.
I have found it well worth while reading or skimming through and 1 commend it to anyone
who is interested in pt.lhlit' affairs. 1 have also, after a lapse of many vears, read a Cnillp]r
of copies of N r, and I recommend this especially for travellers or others who want a
convenient pocket-sized booklet to dip into occasionally. Nuggess contains well-chosen
tit-bits and as it is produced in interlined Braille, it is very easy to read.

Guiding and Reading Devices

I was asked the other day what was the position regarding guiding and reading inventions,
and particularly whether any guiding invention could help one who personally admitted
that he was not very good at getting about. 1 replied as follows:

“ Shortly after the Second World War, St. Dunstan’s set up a Committee of eminent
scientists to advise on Sensory Devices to substitute for sight, more particularly in the matter
of reading and walking.

s regards walking, a great many experiments were made, utilising sound waves
and supersonic and radio waves (a kind of radar) and some of these were technically
successful. But they were not practicable because the apparatus then available was too
bulky and heavy for a blind person to carry with convenience.

*“The rapid development of the electronic brain, of transistor receivers and other
inventions, has now made it i1|‘<| a little more |i|\L'1_\.' that .\rmu:i]!in.u_ useful can be done in
connection with reading and guiding devices. Accordingly, St. Dunstan’s has set up a new
Committee to study the whole subject afresh. This research will certainly take two-three
years and it would not be right to foreshadow quick or easy results,

“T am sorry to have to say that it is my C\!‘L"I'i&'l’]['(.' that personns who are 11-.1[L1|':l!]_\' not
very good at getting about are very unlikely to be helped by any invention; rather is it the
case that those who are skilful at getting about might be helped to get about more easily.

“1 think perhaps this same consideration applies to the guide dog, namely, that a guide
dog is a great help to a person who is naturally adept at moving around.”

[ still walk alone a bit in familiar |\[.!(‘L'h and there is no doubt the ears, with their t".'lp;ici[_\'
for direction-finding and range-finding, and the stick for feeling the corner or the edge of
the pavement are eflective aids. 1 am bound to say I very much doubt any invention will
improve upon these, but I think it right to explore this very interesting field, for you never
know what may turn up.
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From Farmetr to Doctor of
Philosophy

[t was February, 1951.

| was almost 42 vears of age: 1 had been
in the Army Medical Services of the
\ustralian Forces—captured in the * bag’
at the }'.I” of .\‘\H'llL‘_.l!"lI]'L', '|'|\.L_'I'\_', |i|-.&' TV TTY
other British and Australian  troops, |
suffered from the effects of malnutrition
rice, rice, and still more rice for three and
a half vears! And like the others, this
diet of rice had reperc ussions  on
health and sight. When demob. time arriy ed,
I had decided upon a “ life on the land,”
as did many of the other Australian soldiers.
I bought a 650 acre farm outside Toowoom
ba, Queensland, and set my mind to the
raising of pigs, the milking of cows, the
clearing of land, and such other pursuits
as occupy an active farmer in sunny Queens
land. I had also got * hitched ™ following
my return to Australia, and my wife * put
forward her best foor 7 in assisting
the farm work, And we were doing quite
well in our new life.  Then came the shock:
the damaged sight was rapidly det
The final blast came in Februs
| was henceforth confined to the world
of night, the world of black darkness:
what should I do? 1 was no longer a
chicken! 1 had learned mv tricks, as had
any old llll__"! Could others teach me new
ones? Could 1 teach myself some? Those
first few davs in Greenslopes Military o
Repatriation Hospital, Brisbane, were bleal
ones for me. How did 1 get over them:

as so many of vou others have done
with the help of the nursing staff; with
the help of other patients, often very sicl
ones; and by a desperate attempt to ™ pull
mvself out of it.”  One could either resipn
oneselt to '~L'||'1]|l‘-‘ or one could
1“_’_}11 -'.'\f-li”- | decided on the Jatter coursc.

The Queensland Repatriation Depart
ment started a * Planned Day” Group
for the war-blinded men in Queens
land—braille writing and reading; touch-
typing; string work; weaving; cane work;
and a host of other t|]l1l'_’l~. The 1, too, the
Planned Day brought us all together on one
dav a week: social contact; outings to
varlious ltactories, sScenic Spots, MeEerings,
sports centres, etc.; and visits from all sorts
of speakers sometime during cach D:
activities. This was just what 1 neede
no time to sit down and commiserate W

sit about doing nothing.

asked me what |
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land to do a Doctorate

Deeree in London, and the Trustees of the
Crowric larshi 1d awarded

e Wit their * Major atrick Hore-

Ruthven Memorial Scholarship ™ tor the
same  purpose. | need not sav that
t lely my own effort: there
wderful ladies in Queensland
their fingers to the bone
brailline not wd text b s for me;
there wWere InEny students who spent many
manv hours reading and to me. Likeall
success, mine was not gained in isolation
but throush co-operative effort, and my
thanks go o I e ma wondertul
] . se fve vears of study
1 e continued sponsor-
ship of the Repatriation Department. With
: help 1 would not be writing this
London to-dav. Now my studies are
complete and 1 have ac hieved my .z|}1|\_iti|m -
the Ph.D. degree in the school of Govern-
ment and Philosophy.
We have no such great organisation as
Yunstan’s in Australia, and when once
an Australian has be a St. Dunstaner in

[.ondon, he re what we lack in Aus-
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tralia. 1 take my hat oft to all my many
helpers over the last eight vears; | give
a special doff to St. D’s. And to all my
fellow St. Dunstaners in England I have
but this to say—I hope you appreciate your
association as my wite and I do. With us
St. D’s is tops. D. E. WirLiams

Talking Book Library
Spring Reading

Three releases only, comprising crime,
sea adventure and a missionary saga arc
:a“ rC'.'ld\ T dcliluh[ readers in this merry
month of May.

*“Three at the Angel,” by Maurice
Proctor, reader Robert Gladwell, is a varn
of amateurish crime. 1 say amateurish
advisedly because the three concerned are
professional boxers turned cat burglars,
with the most harrowing results. Each
one of the three has so much potential
decency that one half svmpathises with
them throughout. Each in turn is made
a killer, but to me that was iu\! a device
to work up a little hate against three very
decent criminals. Ca/. No. 158.

‘Family at Sea,” bv John Caldwell,
reader Arthur Bush, is a follow-up to
= Uc.\;wr.lu: Voyage ” (Cat. No. 836), a
journey from Panama to Svdnev. Whereas
the author travelled alone in the first boolk,
this time he takes i1t more sensibly and
eastlly with his wife and three voungsters.
Pleasant enough but not half as gripping
as its forerunner. Cal. No. 517,

The Small Woman,” by Alan Burpess,
reader Eric Gillett, is an epic of missionars
work which utterly captures the imagina
tion. A very ordinary voung London girl
without a cent and without Ili|:.II.L'1ii.'("
decides in the "20s she is going to do good
works in China. She does just that and
for over 20 years she accomplishes a
multitude of incredible feats of help to the
Chinese, any one of which could have
been a book in itself. A fine figure of
heroism, wisdom, and down to earth
sanctity, Ca/. No. 86. NELSON,

Grandfathers
P. McGloin, of Sligo; J. Lucocq, of
.landaff North; R. Chandler, of Richmond,
Yorks. (for the eighteenth time); S. C.
Loram, of Brixham (the seventeenth): A.
Grogan, of Leeds (two new grandchildren
during the past few weeks, making twelve
in all); H. Acton, of Paignton (a second
grandchild); A. ]J. Woollen, of North

Lancing (a fifth grandchild).

IN'S REVIEW

Ovingdean Notes

Lord and Lady Fraser visited Ovingdean
and Pearson House early this month.
There were nearly one hundred men in the
House that day.

During April a Shooting Competition
was arranged between no less than 14 men,
cach man firing against another. The
result was that 4 competitaors tied for first
place (with 7 wins each). This meant that
a shoot-off was necessary and during this
P. Lowry and W. Richardson again tied

for first place. They, therefore, fired off

again and P. Lowry won by 36 points
to 30,

On May 4th, a team of 8 St. Dunstaners
competed with a team of 8 from the Hove
Police. The Police won this match Iy
209 points to St. Dunstan’s 1706,

The following items are included in
our Whitsun programme of amusements
at Ovingdean. St. Dunstaners who will
be spending their holiday here at that
time mav like to know in advance. and also
local benehiciaries:

Saturday, 4th June.

Whist Drive and Domino Tournament

in Winter Garden and Canteen, at 8 pem.
Sunday, 5th June.

Concert 1in Lounge by the Cecilian

Concert Party from Harrow, at 7 p.m.
Monday, June 6th.

Bank [ohiday Dance 1 Lounge, from

5} p.m. to I p.m.

The Ovingdean Sports and Garden Party
will take |\..|u here this vear on .\.illlr||.|.'\‘
Oth July, eommenci at 2,30 p.n. It is

hoped that Lord and Lady Fraser will be

present.  Lintries for the held events will
he taken on the held,  St. Dunstaners
wishing to attend, if they will not be staying
in the building, are asked to apply to Miss
Guilbert in WEILIn g, \ ticket for tea for
a St. Dunstaner and escort will be sent.
Any additional ones  required may be
II|JI.l1I1L'I|‘ hetorehand, on request, at the
charge of 1s. Od. per head.

[Local St. Dunstaners will be receiving
invitations in due course but any from
outside this district who would like to
come along for the day, we shall be pleascd
to hear from. Applications for tea tickets
must be made not later than |II|1L' 22nd
|‘:L'.I‘~L'..

§¢. Dunstan’s Ch . Readers mav be
mterested to know  that the following
li.u':.ur]un:-. ||.l\ i ]]t'('” ||'..|l|c_' l-r'u.'l'. lht' ( _1\1[]_!_'-
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dean Chapel Collection recently:

At Christmas we sent [15 each to the
Tarner Home, Brichton, and the Brighton
& Hove Girls’ Orphanage, [10 to St.
Matthew’s Church Comforts Fund, [5 to
the ** Friends of St. Bridget’s Fund ™ (St.
Bridget’s at East Preston is one of the
Cheshire Foundation Homes for the Sick,
founded by Group Capt. Leonard Cheshire,

V.C., D50, Dic) A further donation of

45 was sent to the Diocesan Readers’
Association.  Harlier in the vear we had
sent also a donation to the Repairs Fund
for St. Wulfran’s Church, Ovingdean,
which has such an interestine history from
Saxon lli]l\.‘l and 1s one of the oldest L-E].'LH-ClN_"‘-
in Sussex,

This vear being World Refugee Year,
we felt we should send some of the Chapel
Collection to that Fund and to date a
total of £30 has been sent to the Brighton
Fund for World Refugee Year.

The Deaf Reunion

We, that i1s Billy, Joe, Cliff and I, met
on .-\pri] 28th, at (1\1|1_'_';c1L'.|n once :l_l_:;!i!‘l,
Wally Thomas, who had undergone an
upw':.ninn !;1\1“1:_( over five hours the
previous day was naturally unable to join
us this time, but we were pleased to learn
he was comfortable, although at that early
stage no result of the operation.

We once again enjoyed a nice supper
with the Commandant, Matron and senior
staff, with Miss Heap from Pearson House,
since Matron Avison was on holidav.

Priday found us early on our way to
visit the Aspro-Nicholas factory at Slough,
which is a wvery modern establishment
indeed, more like a super museum, but we
enjoved our tour and learnt Aspros were
turned out at the rate of 1,200a minute, which
iHustrates the number of headaches .L.'.u'nl]_"!
We also enjoved a very good lunch, too.
Saturday we took an afternoon drive into
the country for tea and played dominoes
in the evening, and a ** ding-dong ™ affair
it was, too, with first Joe then Billy win-
ning a game until their bags stood at 8
pames to 4 in favour of Billy, then Cliff
and | decided to have a win!

Billy had to stay in bed Sunday due to
a slight chill and as both CHff and 1 had
to see the doctor on Monday motrning,

Joe proved the fittest this time!

We paid our usual visit to Pearson House
on Sunday afternoon where we met Matron
Avison, who had returned the previous

evening, and we enjoyed a nice tea and chats
with members of the staff there.

Mr. Wills, owing to pressure of work
in London, was unable to join us for tea on
Monday, but we were pleased to meet Miss
Midgley and Miss Rogers again,

We were all delighted when Mr. Wills
turned up at Stroud’s to join us for our
traditional dinner—when Joe once more
rose to the occasion and thanked St.
Dunstan’s for what theyv did for us deaf
chaps, and those St. Dunstaners who took
the opportunity to have a chat with us all
when they meet us at Ovingdean. G.F,

A Blackbird Singing
Fo-day I heard a blackbird sing;
And in the high-walled garden of my mind,
Where oft the weeds of introspection wind
Lheir wormy roots about mich happier thought,
ke bitter lanrel of green envy grew,
For he had ﬂ'r/.u'w.ﬁ-r_}'!'f':'(frfz.f;'¥f had not.

Co, blackbird, sing your song;
Let me in my lone parden aof a mind
Walk arm-in-arm with melancholy all day long.

To-day I heard a blackbird sing;

Ind with the arragance and beanty of the free
Ie sang his song of Springtime’s urgency.

Lud what cared he for my containing night
In the matchless cadence of his April day?
Who hates the dark must kindle his own light.

Sa, blackb: lake your song;
And should the vulture swoop, why shouwld 1 weep
Ior one whose wings exemplify my wrong?

To-day 1 heard a blackbird sing;

Then, like a bowstring severed by a lance,
My heart 1 r!}fh"’ -’.r[,r'J lo his exuberance.

His freedom lay in fealty fo a mate,

WWhile she, with nature’s wisdom in her sex,
Abandoned hers for the simple mother’s state.

O, blackbird, sing your song!

In your feathered ounce of malten melody

Flows the force of life’s endeavonr to be strong.
J / i

G. D. WARDEN

(The above lines won first prize for
G. Warden, of Southall, in a competition
for the best poem organised by the
Australian Literary Society, Queensland
Society for the Blind Division. He also
won first prize for an essay, ‘ This Dark
Business.”)
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“In Kemory”

Private Thomas Connerton, Somerset Light Infantry

We record with deep regreet the death of ‘T'. Connerton, of Blackpool, which occurred at his home
on April 20th, He was 73.

He served with his regiment from 1916 to 1918 but did not come to St. Dunstan’s until 1950, when
his age prevented him undertaking any training.

|||.\ ||L':”h wias .‘-C'.I‘illl.l] 4 | l|!'|L'\'|\l'\-[l'|!.

Our deep sympathy is extended to his widow.

Isaac A. Corns, Royal! Army Veterinary Corps

It is with deep regret that we record the death of Isaac A. Corns, who has been a resident of Pearson
House since the end of 1959, He was cighty vears old.

He entered St. Dunstan’s in March, 1919, and trained in basket-making, and he did this work until
1923 when he went into poultry keeping with rug-making as a hobby. In 1929 he went to Australia, but
in 1949 he lost his wife and he came back to this country at the end of that year, when he was cared for by his
daughter, Mrs. Cooke, until his admission to Pearson House, He died on April 10th,

He leaves a large and devoted family to whom our deep sympathy goes in their loss,

Private Cyril Hugh Frankish, 3rd Leicestershire Regiment

With deep regret we record the death of C. H. Frankish, of Harraby, Carlisle, at the age of 61,

He served in the Army from March, 1917, until his discharge in June, 1919, but he had been a
victim of a mustard £Zas attack, and in ]"'1"\, as a result of its nit'Ll_\'L'll t'!|'t'&'l, he eame to St. Dunstan’s. His
age and ill-health ruled out any training. He had been seriously ill for many months and had borne his
sutfering with great fortitude,

To Mrs. Frankish and her son our deepest sympathy is offered.

Lance Sergeant James Henry Todd, 12t Bomb Disposal Company

With deep regret we record the death of . H. Todd, of Oxhey, Watford, at the age of 50.

Enlisting in May, 1940, he served officially until August, 1945, although he had been admitted to
St. Dunstan’s a little while previously. He trained in telephony, upholstery and capstan lathe work and in
1945 he became a capstan lathe operator and carried on until 1950 when he came back for a refresher course
in telephony., He worked at this for a short while but went ba gain to industry and worked at his lathe
until his death on .'\;J|l| 22nd.

Our very sincere sympathy goes out to Mrs, Todd and her daughters and schoolboy son, who will
greatly miss him, and also to his other relatives in their loss.

Braille Tests Ruby Weddings
| : Mr. and Mrs. F. |. Guisley, of Menston,
: March 31st; Mr. and Mrs. H. Baker, of
Billericay, April 25th; Mr. and Mrs. W. C.
Birth Scott, of Winsford, May 20th; Mr. and
Mrs. |. H. Palmer, of Leicester, also May

Sentor Brainre Test:
Saughal Massie.

Kirkpy.—On \]1[".| 27th, to the wife of 2“1]';'\1‘._ and Mrs. F. W.
]. Kirkby, of Wallasey

.||I]it'.

Matthews, of
, @ daughter Soberton, May 5th; Mr. and Mrs. H. J.
Taylor, of Worthing, May 22nd.

Deaths Many congratulations.

. : Family News
Our deep sympathy is offered to the : :
il emiings .Hm' late St. ].)I.II]‘\'T{U'I('.I‘IH son, Malcolm
o Iittle, who has been very ill since the death
of his father in January, was presented
with a daughter on April 26th. Mrs. Kittle,
PorLey.—To F. Polley, of London, W.12, junior, was also very ill shortly before
whose wife died on May 7th. She had the baby’s birth but she and her husband
been in hospital for some months suffer- are now happily making good recoveries,
ing from heart trouble. Our good wishes go to all the family.
Stevens.—To A. Stevens, of Winnersh, Marriages of Sons and Daughters
Wokingham, whose wife died on April Albert Ward, Winchester, on March
27th. She had been ill with heart 26th, and his sister, Marjorie, on April 9th.
trouble, although she attended the Wind- Sylvia Coles, Gloucester, to Graham
sor Reunion with her husband only a Gardener, on March 18th. They are both
fortnight before. nineteen. '

Harris.—To |. Harris, of Stoneleis
the loss of his mother last month.
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