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JOURNALISM FOR THE BLIND

by T. E. UTLEY

AN a blind man be properly recommended to take up journalism as a profession?

Let 1t be said in the first place that at this particular minute in the history of the

British press, it is highly doubtful whether anyone, with or without sight, can prudently

be encouraged to take that decision. The press is a shrinking industry and the topsy-turvy

character of newspaper economics, which can now condemn an apparently flourishing

newspaper with a mass circulation to bankruptey or absorption, makes the writer’s life hard

and insecure. The old rule that the best test of a man’s fitness for his career is his determination

to persist in it in the face of continuous discouragement from the experienced is as valid as
CVer.

This said, it must also be added that a blind man in journalism labours, at least initially,
under certain special difficulties, Braille, for example, though it is essential to him is of
far less use than it is in other jobs.  His material, hot or relatively hot news, does not get
into braille in time to be of service, and he will never have the leisure to write an article
in braille before dictating it.  He will therefore need from the start the constant help of a
secretary, and, since writers as distinet from administrators of newspapers, are not c :11mum]_\'

wrded as belonging to the “boss™ class, he will normally have to make enough money to

her himself,

Then again, traditional ]‘.nr|| to a successful journalistic career, vears of humble
(|1':'|1||'p‘_]\!l'l'|| as a porter ;l!‘.L! L.!It'n ;l:llr-s on a !1|'<.\\|-.c i.l] NEW -\l'::l!1t‘l“ 15 1:=r'm|_\ 1_‘E||5~L‘(| to a
blind man. No provincial editor in his senses would trust someone who could not see to
report broken legs and village fetes, or would be willing to carry on his minute staff a trainee
who added blindness to inexperience in the list of his qualifications, Nevertheless, this
preliminary training or some equivalent of it is an indispensable condition of successful

newspaper wr 1t ng,

After 20 vears of journalism, during which I have always been totally blind, T am not
inclined to underrate these |i:|1i'|.llir|":w‘ but I am also |Jl'1'.¥|'II(il_'(l that they can be overcome
and that some of them are even balanced by corresponding advantages. Given a capacity
to dictate fluently and the gift of absorbing the sub ce of passages read aloud rapidly,
a blind journalist has one incidental boon of great importance: every fact he quotes must
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perforce be checked by his secretary, and while this involves a comparatively slight loss of

I:.mc. It protects ]\i{ﬂ, [ am L‘l‘.'*‘.iP-rL'ﬁ, inst one ut- the strongest and :‘.ng'|1li.|||'-. 1]1(' maost

Ci \‘-T]_\.

le, the inaccuracy which results from verifying one’s own statements
in the : at once casual and intense, of a newspaper office. Certainly, the
knowle llL-'_i.' that one is \'\'I‘LL'-’L_'d to make mistakes is a great st imulus to ave >i|li:!;fl them.
nll_'.l.i'.',[ have alwavs believed that errors of STAnmar, |'\"|'!¢[1ri|:1'~., inconsistencies of

and all the other pitfalls of fast writing, are rather more easily discernible when a |

read aloud than when it is merely the object of a cursory glance. Altogether,
l:

journalist is constrained to be thorough. Book reviewing is an excellent example: certainly,
the number of books one can review in a given time is smaller if one has to have them read

aloud, but the resulting criticism is probably the more thorough for this discipline.

I went into journalism in what is conventionally described as “the

eraduated in History £ 1 Cambridee, 1 took a semi-academic job on
St. James® Squ - and there, by anc net B
board of examiners, who, as part of the war-time plan for putting the

services of the intelligentsia to a practical use (it was, of course, a purely emergency measure)
had been made deputy editor of Th er.  He asked me to contribute occasionally to
leades page of that paper, then vited me to accept a holiday ;||‘|‘-->i"':]|'
gave me a |- ATy inn"\ as a4 I¢ : "._'le;'\'l' W1 ilr r 1. n X Z‘.l"l'_l.i 51
war., By this means, 1 wa: n a career which alwavs had
for me but which mos iderations of pri dence would

delibe !'.lfl']._'-'.

[There

uncture in th
nparatively small stafl with ¢ imparatively young average
which 1 would otherwise have been denic
ometimes a reporter, sometimes a stand-in diploma
Literary Supplement, which remain the only paper
accuracy and ca t1on,
» of frenzied arg | I hich 1t was produced
clonging to a right wing minority on it: ]
inhibitions with which it is possible for a voung
Square and made it impossible for me for ex:
resembling this: “The artempt on Hitler’
some deeree siontheant of '-.Ic'!r'\] read ||[||\r;h||'.|||
Germanyv.”  As an opening sentence in a war-time leading artic
10y 1|o.||:\1 ~|||.‘.||-|-_- i|'|1 a5 I]\l' utterance or a young man of .\-].‘ ! d1m
-.|I‘~i\lr-n'-' 1t on refection as ir li.\|c'.'.|"\iL', Above ||| l||\' Closerver gave that t"EIW('l'iL'r:('L'
of miscellaneous writing which is normally to be got only on a provincial paper.

\». 1 ‘_];i‘-.‘x, E-'||I1"]':l||‘1‘- ar L:_'i!. :|!1|l!-_'_'{'.'|l, vain, erratic, guarre Jsq me. |'L'1't-||:||'\ Lenerous
and intellectually ferocious. A newspaper, the daily production of which 1s a miraculously
intricate operation, is to all appearances almost entirely free from hierarchy and almost
entirely destitute of 'IT'_iJ:ll'.i‘-.-‘Ill". The journalist’s life is extraordinarily free and almost

entirely Insecur

. no reason why a blind man with the taste and talent for this sort of existence should
not attempt it. He can be sure of one unusual satisfaction: the majority of his readers will
not know t : blind and he will never be published from compassion; he will certainly
never be spared attack in print by this markedly fratri profession. The punches that are
sometimes ]N.HL‘\':, even in public life, are delivered remorsclessly in the press: “The poverty
of Mr. Utlev’s mind,” remarked one reviewer, “is equalled only by rthe incoherence of his

style.
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London Club Notes

To all St. Dunstaners living in the London
area, may I remind vou that the committee
of the above Club cordially invite you to
join them on Tuesdavs to a whist drive
Thursdays to a domino drive, Saturday
afternoons to play bridge followed by a
whist drive at 7 p.m. The Club is open
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5 p.m.
to 10 p.m. and Saturdays from 2 p.m.

The Sir Arthur Pearson Memorial Trophy
(‘.nrnpmirium start on Tuesday, May Ist,
with an eight weeks’ aggregate whist
competition and Thursday, May 3rd, with
an LTiIL':h[ \\'L‘L']\'?‘-. .1';"':FL'_\_:.HL‘ ll.ll'.lli‘.'ll “OIT
petition, The knock-out competition for
dominoes (fives and threes), cribba
and darts will continue during the summer
months, all games to be finished by Nov-
ember 24th. To anvone interested in
bridge, please contact Jock Brown, who
will be very pleased to help vou.

Please send vour names to the Club
Steward, Bob Willis, 191 Marvlebone Road,
N.W.1, by April 1st, stating the competitions
you wish to enter for.

W. Bistor,

Chatrman, Club Com

The Annual General Meeting was held
at the Club on January 18th. The following
Committee members were elected: W.
Bishop (Chairpan), G. P. Brown, G. Dennis
H. Melison and W. Miller.

Bridge— Alieration to Iixture Card.

Will members please note that the
Ovingdean Congress will take place during
the week-end of November 24th and not
November 17th as on the card. The
Annual General Meeting will take place
on November 23rd.

The fixture with Blue Circle is now
changed to November 10th.

“In Touch”

The next “In Touch” programme will
be broadcast on Network Three of the
B.B.C. on Sunday, Febtuary 25th, from
2.40—3 p.m. and will be repeated a fort-
night later—on March 11th—at the same
time.

There will be another programme broad-
cast on the same Network at the same time
on Sunday, March 25th, and this also will
be repeated a fortnight later.

Royal Tournament and
Trooping the Colour Ceremony
[ would like to remind St. Dunstaners
it we usually receive a few complimer
LS !.rJ:' he Rovyal "IH'H'I!;\I"-'Li'1
Colour Ceremor
June, and ar
wpply to m
Our tickets for the Roval
ment = usually £ the Private
which is held on a Tues
the -l'rucari r the Colour is,
held on a Saturday mornine.
If there are insuthcient tickets to meet

1 1 1 1 oot
the demand, a ballot will be held to decide
distribution after priority has been given
Lo persons who have not attended either

function before. G0 s,

Mr. Godfrey Robinson
.\'IL':=|r.:|'I:l] Service fti :--r.|II'L."_- J"\Il.:l‘.l'l-
JBE., MG, Chairman of the
wal Institute for the Blind and
- the Council of St. Dur 7
Marvlebone Parish
l.\\
v 31st.
Neville Pearson
1] from atrendi
present, representing
Service was conducted by
Marylebone, assi by

and the Prayers

Masonic
lmer Glew, f Franl
1 [1'L"._"1'|.l\=|:'
Lodg
LC., and *“Lodge LT,
He shares this honour with three
ather Victo n blinded soldiers
the only one to receive Mark Grs
l|n!u\l:|"-‘ by the tmen

Master ot F Grand Sword

The Windsor Reunion
March 31st. George !
coach from Kingston-on-Thames
Dudley i1s runi ng one from Crovdon.
A\ l'! '|| those interested please contact them.
* s

W. Shotter, of Eas
]‘-r'iyr for a pu|i hed wooden
‘utumn Handicrafts Exhibition
was in hospital,
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Reunion Programme—1962

All Reunions will be held at 12,30 p.m.
otherwise stated.

Date T
Sat. 31st March. WINDSOR (Miss Stevens).

for 1 p.m. lunch, with afternoon tea, unless

ioiel

White Hart.

Tth April, BOURNEMOUTH (Miss Webster). Sir Neville Pearson. Pavilion,

April. EXETER (Miss Webster)
\pril, BRISTOL (Miss Newhold),

: CANTERBURY (Miss Stevens).
Oth May. BLACKPOOIL (Miss Everett).

11th May. CHESTER (Miss Broughton).

19th May. MANCHESTER (Miss Everett),

rd Mav. IPSWICH (Miss Mever).

I'he Rev. Darrell Bunt,  Rougemont.
Lord Fraser. Grand Spa.
Colonel Ansell, County
Mr. D. G. Hopewell, Savoy.
l.ord Fraser. Grosvenor,
Mr. Alan Pitt Robbins,  Grand,
Colonel Ansell, Crreat White

25th May. NOTTINGHAM (Miss Broughton). Lord Fraser, Victoria Stati

Sat. 26th May.
Sat. 2nd Ju DUBLIN (Mrs. Thompson).
Tues. 26th June. NEWCASTLE (Mrs. King).,
Thurs. 28th June. EDINBURGH (Mrs. King).
Sat. 30th June. LEEDS (Miss Broughton).
Gth July. BRIGHTOMN (Miss Blebta).
14th July. LUTON (Miss Meyer).
rs. 27th Sept. LLONDON (Miss Dodd).

Fivening Inct

Sutton Club Notes

QOur Christmas Party took place on
January 13th and was well attended by
members, also our guests from Fleadquarters,
Miss Moslev and Miss Warter, whom we
WEIC VEery ]‘]L.‘.l‘w'l!

All members were very sorry
President, Lady Onslow, owing to indis-

that our

position, was unable to be with us and all

sent her our wishes for a very speedy

rEcCOovery,

prizes were presented

TAMEes ]‘].1'- ed at the monthly meetines

[I':L‘ VECIar, I|1L".! d VEry 1HCC enter

nt by the Owlers’ Concert Party was
thorous ly l'!"||'?'-.L".| by us all.

At l|'|L' .\I|I|I.'.I] fm{"]Lr'.li \]t_'l_‘llll" 0rn
January 27th, Mr. Ted Dudley was re
elected as Chairman; Mr. Swavne and Mr.
U;ad;:_\k‘i\".\ were returned on the Committee
and Mr. Bob Dow in charge of games.

[t was put forward by Mr. Dudley tl
he would tryv and arrange for bowls to
be played at Cheam three Saturdays
every month, teams Dbeing made up ol
semi-sighted and totally blind members,
and eventually for matches to be played
with other clubs.

All new members will be made wven
welcome at our Club, where games of
dominoes and darts can be played, a
ILTL.']‘:{'!'.‘[] _‘_{L‘[-lI'I:__'.t'[]'lt."l' once 4 month |\CL'|1.‘-
St. Dunstaners, with their wives, in touch
with each other.

BIRMINGHAM (Miss Newbold).

Lord Frascr.

Mr. D. G. Hopewell,

Sir Neville Pearson,

Mr. D. G. Hopewell.

Sir Meville Pearson. -

Sir Brian Horrocks. Metropole.

Sir Neville Pearson. George.

Sir Neville Pearson., Coventry Street
Corner House.

Our yearly outing to Southsea will take
place on June 23rd or 30th. Members
will be notified.

We were all very sorry that Miss Stevens
was unable to attend our Annual General
Meeting as she had been ordered by her
doctor to rest. | feel sure that all who
know her will join with me in wishing her
well again soon.

The next meeting + Club 1s February
24th, which is a o and Buy.

E. FLyrN.

Miss Jones Writes
My dear St. Dunstaner friends,

'|'|'|'.ll'.|\ vOu VEry ||.I.J(|1 ||I‘|l'.'li. tor I|'|L'
extreme ind and very generous present you
all joned ing me for my retirement.,
With it 1 am getting a good camera and
Ul necessary equipment for colour photo-
graphy (which 1 hope will be one of my
future hobbies), and a couple of comtortable
garden chairs and a tableto ensure rest
and refreshment after taking pict res!!

And when [ use these your prescits
[ shall think e 1'rt'ti;lf|\' and with great
happiness of all vour kind thoughts and
_;gnu(| \\]‘-]N"\.

The future will be enriched with many
very happy memories of my twenty-live
VEArs among you all. May vour 1-l|fll1'l" LO0,
hold many blessings and much happiness

and again—Thank you.

M. T. H. JoNgs

Anagram Competition

There was a good entry for this competi-

tion and ]. Boyd, of Roedean, was lucky
in being first out of the hat for the five
guineas, As this was Jock’s second win
in two 1!||H'-';|1'-i, we added another

‘:‘I"l/
of three guineas and this time it was S.

A

Tutton’s turn. The correct solution was:
. INDUCEMENT.
2. CANDELABRA.
5. NECESSITY.

4, UNWARINESS.

Christmas Competition
An Apology

It has come to our notice that there was
a mistake in the braille announcement of
the Transposers Competition which must
have caused confusion and exasperation
to intending competitors, and partly ex-
}1]:li1‘.i_'|] the lack of response,

The word “blest” which appeared cor-
rectly spelt in the ink-print copy was
unfortunately  mis-printed in the braille
issue as “‘blessed.”

Al entries have again been scrutinised
and pri?wi aor two I-\'__Ilim'.!\' each are ooing
to A. |. Radford, of Castle Cary {Oh, |
chaneed myv five lawn sheets, too) and P. S,
Sumner, of Tunbridee Wells (When cold
vain sheet bades a mighty foe).

Roy Hyett followed the printed version
but enclosed his entry with that for the
other competition and it was overlooked.
He, too, found a perfect anagram
dawn  log inevitably  chooseth  me—and
two guineas goes to him as well.

Our sincere apologies to everyone. Would

anvone like to transpose with the Bditor?

Going Abroad ?

\|l=.ml.|_1'|1, as  we ]m:lu', the sm: 's|\nr\
Illlll.‘!i_',lll.-. in this country |1;|H W ]IL‘(‘I]
checked, it is still necessary in the case of
most ]'llr'upn_';lrl countrics to obtain  an
international vaccination certificate if vou
are thinking of going to any of them and
vou have not been vaccinated within the
last three years.

Our St. Dunstaner, Peter Piper, worlks
in an oflice concerned with passports, etc.,
and he draws attention to a fact which 1s
frequently overlooked. Not only must the
certificate be signed by the doctor perform-
'Ill;_r‘ the ‘..It‘t'il\;llilr]i‘ but 1t must ]_u' counter-
signed by the local Health Department.

Camp—Lee-on-Solent
Friday, August 24th, to Saturday, Sep-

tember 1st. An invitation has come to
spend the weck as guests of the Senior
Service for the seventeenth year. Please
send vour entries along as soon as possible
as beds are limited, Camp fee: [2. Fares
over the first [1 repaid.

Mrs. SpurwaAy,

The Vicarage,

Holmwood, Dorking.
I'el. : Dorking 73191.

Thanks
\ letter from Bill Harding, ||1-|,r;|1<]|rni‘:, N,
;lh[n_;lr'ud in the [Daih /elr on February
14th thanking G.P.O. workers for deliver-
ing braille books and !-I.Zl'\“‘.".' book records
rouble-

({9

to him and his friends <|I1l'i|1u the

some period.”
The Pleasures of Thinking

Wi is done and sa

wind;

Companion none
Unio the mind alone;
Far many h n harmed by sp
Il e or none,
Fear afie ntimes res ] ‘.-"fr}'{!l.!')

But mrakes ne it fo cease;

at hath the skill

wealth leaves us at onr death,
Our Kinsmen at the grave;
f the mind unto
i w5 we have.
Virtue® sake,

Il rnastamd
well conlent,

Lorp Vaux (1510-1556)
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Letters to the Editor

DEAR SIR,
On February I completed

companionship, travel and adventure

P,
A cuide dog.
| have ;l'.ll.l,'||t_|i
(LOOO  miles | over the country

Jnd ..1- tran |\r\r'i excent

1T out |1".!:|"Ii|",

Dianna accepts '|IL' ch .||\ ngc
there 1s no doubt that n

ide dog can onlv be a

justified by our

.-'“l"]'- compirg

of human intellivence,

a mental cate-

On strike

vh deerec

ander Buckley

.!|]|!

1
vhite harness
1 watfact afctrep ohlems
1c pPerrect 15W 1IC Propiems ol
companionship
= 2 : - .
ianna opened a new ¢ Of adventure
tOr me as maost | |
or St. Dur

I
WiISE¢ have

ve been in clos yucl vith
mader Buckley since the fir: lay he met
I‘.Il'l‘l_"' d | ‘||| |-|||Ifl.\ I|||||' |.,|‘\|| |!|\
Intercst.
Yours sincerel

D.

Eprror,
writing to coneratulate R.C.B.B.
on his splendid article, “One Man and
His Dog,” and at his invitation would like

to 1 he following comments.

[ have had mv dog since he was four

‘."'C(f!-..‘\ I']‘i Ilﬂil }'lt..' ‘\‘\'!ll |"L' i.'l'\'\'L"' next ILEI':L.

TEW

Unfortunately, when 1 made my application
to Captain Liakkoff at Leamington Spa
Training Centre, 1 was 55 years of age and
the age limit at that time (1950) was 50.
The Captain advised me to get a puppy
collic dog and train him myself. This 1
did and although it took a great deal of
patience, | have the satisfaction of having
: I would not take an open cheque for.

have trained my Prince to ride in all
types of transport and he will take me for
walks over the Sussex Downs, winter and
summer. e has taken me to Leondon,
Manchester and Kent by train, 'bus and
taxi, and 1 have the utmost confidence
in him at all times.

To Commander Buckley 1 would say
vour article gave me very much plc;m'urc
when my wite read it to me and 1 wish both
vou and Amber all the best of _'.;tnul luck
in vour future outings. | know from

experience that [|1|l|1l:|3' \\I“ ZIVe you morc

pleasure than going for long walks with

her. I am 67 vears old and when the

weather is normal we go for a seven or
eight miles’ walk.

I do hope that others who own a dog

will send articles to the Review for 1 am

are all very proud of their animals,

far more intelligence than many

]'ill 1ANS. .

Yours sincerely,
ArRTHUR BRAMSON,
Youth Woodingdean.

Drar Eprronr,

We are often fascinated and sometimes
puzzled by the amazing intellicence which
is shown by properly trained guide dogs
tor the blind, but a few dayvs agpo a friend
b mine told me of two South African
finches which he has and one of these birds
also dehinitely possesses this extra sensory
]1'\'1'1L|\Ii||1’.

Both birds are cock birds aged about
five and six years respectively.  The eldest
bird recently went completely blind but
the ‘\i'_-‘l‘li\'ll.- bird seemed to I"t':lllhl' immediate-
Iy what was the matter with his companion
and “‘led” him to the food and water
l"nl'.l_-.gl|]-\ |l\ means IJI- !\t't.'ll]];l[' (',l”h ,Hltl
nudging. He applies the same methods
when it is time to g0 1o k]L'L']x

To prove his observations bevond any
doubt, my friend changed the position of
the food and water troughs but the result

ST. DUNSTAN'S REVIEW

was the same and the blind bird is happy
and flourishing.

This is, as far as I am concerned, the first
really authenticated L'\:anln' of any animal
realising what was r'rquirrJ of him instinc
tively and it would be very interesting
'.1[].\' {Jt- vour '|L:.']L|C|‘.": |]:l\L' ]iL':'I'l-(_] OF S1m
cases.

Yours sincerely,
Joun MarTiN,
' [andon, W

Correction

There was a mix-up of type in last
month’s  printed Review. The second
letter to the Chatrman on My Story of St.
Dunstan’s,” should have read:

“Being a joiner 1 was very interested
in your remarks about the Workshop.
Mr. E. Hope Atkinson was my instructor,
a very clever man and a fine instructor.
Many of us, as vou say, used to stay well
after the hours and had to be reminded
of the time by the staff. | made some
t-lll'ﬂi['L“-t.' .H][l i"l".l'l:'ll,'l[ il” my ]1i(‘||!TLH W L||’t
in training, ready for my marriage after
finishing my training, and how thankful
we are for those days. 1 am still enjoying
my workshop and would not like to think
of giving up vet.

ARTHUR CLOVER,
Lone M ."l_.l'f v,

In the printed Review, Arthur's name
was omitted and his letter was joined on
to the next one which also happened to
be from a joiner—T1. Till, of Lancaster.

5} Mile Walk—Ewell East

A 5% Mile Walk was held on Saturdav,
February 3rd, at the L.C.C. Ground, FEwell
Fast. by kind invitation of Mr, Plant,

Chief Inspector James brought his Metro-
|

]Nr]!T;lH Police as escorts and he himself

acted as judge and handicapper. The
Countess of Onslow started the race, Mrs.
Sheila Mcl.eod presented the prizes, Miss
Diana Hoare was there to help and so it
was a reunion of the ( amp ]5&-]11{1'\,

RESULT

Iep.

Ir"”r'n"
Mendham, R. ... 46,37
Wright, ]. e 46,50 7.00
Staftord, C. - 47.26 a.00
Miller, W. e 4809 2.30
Taylor, John ... 49.21 16.50)
Simpson, J. .. 49.22 Scr.
Newton, R, 5 9,00

Australian Letter

Replying to a letter sent to him when
London was under four to six inches of
snow, Bill Seabrook writes from Macleod
Repatriation Hospital, Victoria:

“l am writing this in a temperature
Of illk[ 104 1|L‘L’T'(‘L"\. Which would vou
sooner have? The bush fires are all
in a semi-circle around us and we are
copping the heat from them on top of
the 104 degrees. The smoke is just
terrific and vou can only see about 150
vards from the windows. The Armyv has
been called out to le_-1.|1 the wvolunteer
workers trying to stop the onrush, but
what a hope on a 120 mile semi-circle?
We ve the wireless voing all the time
A4S maans of the staff who work ]'.iL'T’L‘, j‘-]l_lb
a L'-‘\I:]‘l‘( of the patients, have their homes
there. Owver the radio we have been told
| the temperature has dropped to 101,
The temperature is given every half-hour.
Evervbody, of course, feels the heat, but
the patients here can’t stand up to it...
We are all in .~-in:__']u[~ and shorts and some
are short, too!
Over the radio more calls for people to

It’s a case of ‘legs eleven.’

make up sandwiches for the fire-beaters
and take them to Ringwood, which is
the nearest thev can get with food and
:|1’i|‘]\. We have ]-‘l.lﬂl‘\ overhead contracted
bv our Commercial Wireless stations passi
on information to their 'I'L"*[‘t_"_"'i\. € stations,
]*.|'.|'\ the telecast which vou will get later
on, or perhaps have already, The tempera-
ture is still 101 '|1|l_1*'- the bush-fire heat.
“Cheers to my snow-bound friends!”

Retirement

T. Milner, of Liverpool, has retired
after forty-three vear f service with the
R.N.1.B., and in rec ition of his splendid
work, he has been presented with a gold
braille wristlet watch by Lieut. Col. T. L.
Frankland on behalf of his colleagues.

Mrs. Milner was also given a beautiful
leather l‘li.'-'--

Photograph Wanted

The daughter of our late St. Dunstaner,
George Strutt, of Shefhield, who died in
March, 19539, wonders if anvone has a
photograph of her father and it so, whether
they would consider parting with 1 JOF
letting her borrow it to have a copy made.

If anyone can |1L'||1, will they please
contact Miss Midglev at Headquarters.
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Personal

Mrs. G. B. Dacre writes:

‘I am most grateful for the many very
kind letters 1 have had from St. Dunstaners
on the unexpected death of my husband.
[ hope by the time the Riviiw goes to
press to have '.tL']i':'!i‘\\']L‘llgt‘lIE the many
kind letters individually. In case 1 have
not been able to do this, may I thank mn
husband’s good friends for their letters
and the generous things they have said of
him. 1 can assure vou these tributes have
been a great joy and a very real consolation
to me and I am deeply touched and very
f E';lTL'1-1I|.”

Mr. E. W. Roberts

When Mr. E. W. Roberts, of the Indust
rial Department, recently retired, the many
St. Dunstaners he had served so well for
many vears presented him with a cheque
to cover the cost of his chosen present
a Zetomatt colour-slide projector. Mr.
Roberts writes:

‘T would like to take this opportunity
of thanking all my St. Dunstaner friends
for their ven gENnerous contributions to
my retirement ift: this was a colour-slide
projector which is affording my wife and
myself endless hours of enjovment and
will also serve to remind us of our many
friends. ‘Thank vou also for the verv nice
tributes vou have [1.1|1| me. I look l-t\.l"-\\'.ll"ll.
to meeting vou again at reunions.

Roppie™

Alarm Clock for the Blind

Recommended by a St. Dunstaner is an
Alarm Clock made in Switzerland which
has been specially designed for the use of
the blind. It has a thirty-hour movement
fitted into an attractive round brass case
[t 1s 2} inches in diameter and weighs
seven ounces.

The price is £2 13s. 0d. net, and it can
be obtained from the R.N.LB.,Catalogue
No., 9399,

T. V. Appearance
On Fridav, February 9th, R. Menc
of Chadwell Heath, appeared in the LT.

programme “ Here ind Now.” This edition

was presented from Cruft’s Dor Show,
high-lichting interesting breeds and especi
ally those who are still used for work.
Roy talked to the interviewer aboutr his
Golden Labrador guide dog, Lindy Lou,
who is now eight vears old and has been
gulding her master for seven vears.
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Birmingham Club Notes

On February 10th, Club members ex-
pc!'icl‘l('m] \'iJIT!L‘T]'.i[]IL{ that has not ]1.1ppv|u'll
for years, namely, a Saturday meeting and
that in the form of a theatre party.

The oceasion was an afterncon visit to
the pantomime at the Alexandra Theatre
where a bright and pleasing performance
of “Aladdin™ delighted a crowded audience.

After the show, coaches and cars trans-
ferred the majority to the Red Cross
Headquarters where Miss Wall and her
friends ll.]ll |\1‘t'[1;tr'{‘{| i kl|:1|111llts|;\- ted,
with “hot dogs,” varied sandwiches and
cakes, scones, buns, etc., in quantities that
de ed the ]]&'\l t-l?-.:r". 5 (?1.(”_: r hearty :Ii\[)t:li[t_‘.

'|']1L' ]‘-|t';’\he|1't' s\l- i'ri(' ||,1\' WwWias L'Il]\.l!'lﬂ'(‘
by the presence of Mrs. Spurway, the
founder and for many vears the inspiration
of the Birmingham Club. All members
were glad to welcome her. It was also
a greal ]![L'ﬁli['c to have with us St.
Dunstan’s new Visitor for the Midlands,
Miss 1. Newbold.

[ ';|1-nr|".l||1.*1c.5_\ the prime moyer of the
Club’s present activities, Mr. .‘\h.i|-:c.k]u':|1't'.
wias not able to be with us.,  We all missed
him but all are sensible of the debt we owe
him and our Hon. Secretary, Miss Streets,
tor all the arrangements for the attendance
at the theatre, the transport to tea and home
again through the l'r||\ of the Voluntary
Transport Services, and all the things which
resulted in a4 memorable afternoon and
evening, for which each member would wish
to express grateful thanks. R.T .

Golden Wedding

On February 14th—5t. Valentine’s Day
Mr. and Mrs. T, Till, of Lancaster, cele
brated their Golden Wedding anniversary.
Our warmest congratulations to them both.

45 Years Married

On January 20th, Mr. and Mrs. T,
Cooper, of Bridlington, celebrated their
45th wed ding anniversary. ongratulations
to them also.

Silver Wedding

We have just heard that Mr. and Mrs,
|- G W |1|1|(".~ of Romsey 5 c;']L']\]';llt'1| their
Silver \\L".i(l”ll'\’ on October 17th, Con-
'__'_t'.ill_llill]UHN,

* # !

In the January Review we gave the
late Mr. L. R. King’s age as 68. Qur St.
Dunstaner was 1n fact 64 when he died.
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Family News

Tony Smith, son of “Smudger” Smith,
of Wemblev Park, is musical director and
'|‘||-.!\.~ the tenor sax. and baritone sax. in
the seven-piece band, the Flintstones, now
touring the country and LU.S. bases in
Britain. This band has just made its first

81) under
the label of *The Stonchengemen.” On
February 17th, on Radio Luxembure, “Big
Feet” was played in honour of Tony’s 21st
birthday.

Manyv early St. Dunstaners will remmeber
Tony's I!'.".|||l|l‘.]:('|||'\, Mr. and Mrs. Lovett,
now in their 80's. They celebrated their
Golden Wedding on Decemiber 25th last.

* * *

Their friends will hear with regret that
I ][-_[|5]i|lcn:\‘ Of \ll.‘lllllj'l'l,ll]" and P. Todd,
of Shrewsbury, have recently lost their
fathers-in-law. Mrs. Todd’s father will be
remembered by many who were at Church
Stretton. L .

* * *

We have also heard with regret of the
death on January 9th, of Mrs. Robinson, the
widow of our St. Dunstaner, W. A. Robin-
son, of Grimsby: Mrs. Robinson survived

|1L'|- h””]‘hl?ltl E]\_ !JT'I:‘. | 1‘[_'\‘.' T'I'I|‘[][hf‘|.
Marriages of Sons and Daughters

On August 11th, Kenneth George Green-
wood, Worthing, to _]|:<|'I':| Patricia Bell.

From All Quarters

Double-Centurion Les Dennis was present
at the Mansion IHouse on February 9th,
when new Centurions received awards from
the Lord Mavor of London, Sir Frederick
Hoare, * * *

W. I Ridley, of Grand Forks, British
Columbia, has been presented with a Life
Membership in Branch 59, Roval Canadian
Legion. Only a handful have had this
honour conferred upon them. It is in
recognition of active participation in the
work of the Legion and our St. Dunstaner
has been a member since 1927. He
assumed every executive position until
1946, when he gave way to younger
members.

Grandfathers
G. T. BEdmonds, of Liwell, Surrey;
and new grandchildren for the following:
W. Bentley, of Manchester (the ninth);
(. Weldrick, of Hull (the sixteenth and
the fourth great-grandchild).

Godfrey Robinson, C.B.E., M.C.

Brian Worrall Smith writes:

“Godfrev Robinson arrived at Upping-
ham School in September, 1911, along
with the usual quota of new boys, and like
the rest of us had to go lllt'izu_l_g{l-] the initial
minor tribulations which so quickly fade
into obscurity after the first year,

“During 1912-13, it became increasingly
clear that he promised to develop into
an excellent all-rounder at games, and in
the autumn of 1912 he was a formidable
opponent as scrum-half in the Under-16
House rugger matches and games. He had
a wonderful eve and given half a chance
would have the ball out to his three-
quarter line like lightning. Godfrey was
lithe and wiry, and not being very tall would
often slip through the defences and score
while half of them were looking round to
see what had happened to the ball.

“There was one hazard which Godfrey
and all the smaller members of a House
team had to face in the autumn term of
1912.

“Sooner or later one had to play hard
against the School House, and among its
rugeer team was a very tall boy, two vears
oursenior. Hewas not onlyinthe School X'V,
but seemed to have an almost telescopic
hand-off. He also had very long legs and
hard bony knees. The only hope of
salvation—if one had managed to elude
the hand-off—was to hurl oneself at where
the ankles of those legs ought to be. The
last time 1 spoke with Godfrey Robinson,
about three vyears ago, he had been saying
how very pleased he was that ‘the tall
bov,” Sir Brian Horrocks, had joined the
Council.

“In 1914, Godfrey became outstandingly
good at all games. Why he was not
selected as scrum-half in the First XV
still remains a mystery.

“In 1915 he won his place in both the
Hockey and the Cricket XIs. At the latter
vame he was first-class. He had the eye,
the speed and neatness of action which
were a pleasure to watch, and there is
little doubt that had he come through the
war unscathed, he would have figured
prominently in county cricket, and might
well have gone higher.

“At Fives he was nothing short of
brilliant, winning his place in the School
Fives IV in 1914 and captaining it in 1915,

“In all these activities Godfrey Robinson
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r-'.h.:\vcd_;n LLL':.Cl'l'l'llH.i[i(.)ll and hmg]c—mindenl Miss B. V. MacAndrew 7 - i

ness of purpose which has characterised i : E{III _&[1]}1[}1 n

his whole life. In spite of his successes We have heard with ‘h'(‘]’_"{'."-’.r‘ﬁ[ of the i

death, on February 4th, of Miss B. V. Driver Frederick John Brown, Roa/ ,
MacAndrew. She was 84. with d regret we record the death of Fo . mwen, of Brighton; he

he never had a trace of conceit, and whether
he won or lost always remained the same : : : i : |
friendly chap ' Miss MacAndrew offered her services to ¢ was an old soldier, having enlisted in October, 1908, and he left the
“Of Godf i indesd St. Dunstan’s shortly after the outbreak > \ ;””"”'TI"llj'{"'\

odfrey 1t 1 ndeed true to sa T ! R St (ROt

x e SRR o WA of the First World War. She had learned s
that the bov was father to the man. T b i G
braille in order to pass on het ]\”ll\\'lL‘t{L"C admitred to Brighton
to our men.  She also took a great interest Qur deep sym
Gregory Matrenin in the Surrey County Association for the

Private Thomas George Christy, Il
Blind where she helped in many ways. )

A. Sterno writes: s  regret tl | h of T. GG. Christy, of East Ham, at the

It is v often said that old soldiers Between the wars, as the training of St. He en d soon aft e out : he Second World W ived his disc
Dunstan’s men Trew less, she returned to 1946, hu Wis not un Vg : , that he eame to u le was 1 invalid wh
her home but always kept in touch with HRIT g s <2 :

never die but only fade awav. This was
true about my very old Russian friend, G. L
Matrenin, who really did fade away on AR ”l‘l.lrm“lic' ]
February 6th ’ When the Second War came she again

ary . L=y
offered her services, and hundreds of St.
Dunstaners will remember her at Church
Stretton :|1'u'1 |.|tur' at {)\'lnl-_':h'.m, not unl\

I was first sent to visit him in 1917
when he arrived from France, very badly
wounded, to o to the 3rd London General 1 :

el = * > : A : as a braille teacher but as eneral Instructor
J[f).‘]"“.ll at Wandsworth., 1 was taken i R s
. : ; ST for there were few subjects in which she
there by the late Miss Avyre, who asked lid
: dic
me to go to see him to translate to him

in Russian what St. Dunstan’s stood for.

CAIme
4 ) for many years,
not excel. In fact, she was affection- f Felbruary

ately known as the “Walking Encvelo Our sincere sympathy 15 sent
paedia!™ Riflem: -
He could not speak any English at that | o e D
H 2t | Bath f It ts dithicult to relate the many kindnesses : A : o
ime. > visited my home at Bath for | . s i !
FHC Se (EERACG G L GEHG et s : i” and the help she has given to so many over
hitteen vears or more, every summer holiday 1 1
Sslocdl ye e |1| I]”L‘ L] o IL| e the vears; we mourn her death but have )
other odd times he wanted to come. - . . o | died
! RIS A ’ : memories of a sincere and kind friend. T
really very happyv-go-lucky and 121 I: ter had done

ow, and '.l|."\\'.|'-.\~ had good jokes Miss Winifred Shand

and funny savines for evervone he talked

. } . We have to record with regret the death ac tl » of 73 of Gi y Matrenin, a permanent
to. This, nearly all our first-war St. St. Dunstaners who were at the College resident since 1951 at Pear i
Dunstaners can sav. and at Cornwall Terrace will hear with an T he went to nd later served in the Au from 1915 to 1918,

Wi,
dec p regret of the death on February 9th WS WOH Bellecourt 1917

. 1 15K tking and he carried on these crafts unti CCATI rimanent resident at Brighton He was
Miss W itre Shs t-1m ¢ u : 4 periman esiae at 1ghton., € wias
last year a - n House every month gl Lis: I”_“L'Ill Shand. | widower and althou he had been in poor I | ) loss to his daughter a
1 M Shand w V.ALD. at the Collepe 1 laugt -

wnected him 155 and was a LJAld. at the ollege

from 1918 until 1920, then Matron at
Cornwall Terrace following the retirement

- > wrret we record the th ¢ chru nd o {
of Miss Hacking in 1920. She remained record the dea n February 2nd of |. 1

oy J O His war viC as from Noavember, 1916, until November,
it Cornwall Terrace until July, 1921, when Novenbes. 1908, ined in telephony and Followed this ocett

. - ; : wext vear, He trained in rug-ma
My wite anc visited him from February

son-in-law, vhom we send our sincere syi

Private Joseph Baxter, [.a/
I

Deaths

Qur sincere ~'.'|]L|\_1I'§=\ is extended to the the 1{!|'I'._’_.1|I'\\' was  closed and Matron In 1947 he tonk up srecd s a4 hobby, in addit
following: Power took over. in 1961 and ar il_r end of last year he was admitted to he
; ’ . L Miss Shand. who was 80. leaves a sister He w |I~.r..:|:r_||.|| Holmweod, 8 ey, and among

DAvIES. l).l\lt.‘., of W 'f'l'-ll\{ heshire = ¥ N = < G, Bustace and R. Botly, and Mrs. Spurwav.

who 1s 80. Our deep sympathy is sent to Mrs. Baxter and his other rela

Mr. W. C‘ C;lrn:lll ! Private Hugh Frederick Allcock, [.abor

It is with deep regret that we record the death of F. |
Horton.—To 1. Horton, of Barnslev, who Our attention has been drawn to an error Enlisting in December, 1915, he served ur

lost his wife on January 30th. in last month's obituary notice of the late St [lllll'Hl.ill'-\.l FHe o .| ||.|i||~|-| rin v |||||Lr]
) L . much tme at S SO S Do e in Y NC WCAME 4 permat
: : : - : Mr. W. C. Carnall, for which we must I
Moore.—To \. D. Moore ot WUxhey, 2 FHis son dic several years ago and our deep symp
Watford, whose father died suddenly in apologise. : '
[ [t was stated that Mrs. Carnall was
Anuary.

who has suffered a double bereavemc
sisters, within

in the deaths of two
twelve days of each other, ||.Llr|||_i' [.I:I'.I.!.' Y

children who had vi d him .'L'IL'_Il:.lll'\ at Pearson House.
I 3 . e Yrivate Willi; . Yord 1ol

/ ’ _ - Billv’s second wife. This was not so. Private William Bower, Yords. and /

Purvrs. _'[_” .:\" Purvis, of Seg 15 10 the When our St. Dunstaner married Miss We have to record with deep regret the death at his home e wer, of Sheffic ‘{.' He was 83.
death of his only brother in February. Levshon in 1946: it was his frst mattizpe : ill "':"’\l“ll began at the z he 191 18w he lef : Army in 1917, having been

ot : e - A L= wournded ar St. Julien, coming o

WoopmarL.—To W. J. W u‘:i..|;l‘ o and a most |'|-||‘|"'. 0ne. » was a poultry-kee per tor some years but gave this up in 1934, » had onlv been il for a few we

Birmingham, who lost his father on We regret the distress this error must fore his death.

!111\131‘\' 23rd. have caused Mrs. Carnall. IHe leaves a son to whom our very sincere sympathy is
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“In M 1‘IIIDI'!_I” (continued from page 11)

<3 Private Reginald Lugg, |

ey

\\Hll(](_t!‘“.' et we record the death on Januar ]"Ihut R. Lugg, of Zeals, Warminster. He was 73.
Although he served in the First World War Irnur December, 1915, until February, 1919, it was not

until November, 1956, that he entered St. Dunstan’s when, owing to his age and poor state <.-t' health, he was
not able to take any training. He had been bedridden throughout almeost all this time

, being nursed by his
daughter, Constance. Qur deep sympathy goes out to her and to the

other members of his family.

Company Sergeant Major Robert Middlemiss, 2nd King's Own Seottich Borderers

We have to re |ml|, W |1}| \lLLP regret, the death on fmu 1ry 23rd lle ra [111:]um!u| l]h]t\\ m HL\L||1|L<]|1
Hospital, Brighton, of Robert Middlemiss, of Kids lerminster. He was 80,

]|1I\ fine ::M soldier was wounded at Gallipoli in 1915, recciving his l][\{llll}.,l. from the Army and
coming to St. Dunstan’s that same year. He had the privilege of going to America in 1916 to lecture on
behalf of the Permanent Blind War Relief Fund and on his return trained first in poultry-keeping ;md then as a
physiotherapist. He continued in this profession for many years.

He was a widower and our deep sympathy is sent to his married daughter and her family.

2 Private Harry Mortimer, Royal Field Artillery
We have to record with deep regret the death at his home on January 13th of Harry Mortimer, of
Hull. He was 67,
He served from the outbreak of war until 1917, being admitted to St. Dunstan’s bencfits in 1923,
He trained in netting and rug-making but ran a small greengrocer’s business until 1931, He then took up
boot repairing but his bealth, which was never very good, forced him presently to give this up also. It had
deteriorated considerably in recent months and he had suffered a |IJ['|IL'I illness before he died,

He leaves a widow and grown-up family to whom our decp sympathy goes,

e Sergeant Philip Lynch, /3t Dur it Infaniry
With i|\'([l regret we record the death on January 23rd of P. Lynch, of Brandon, Co. Durham. He
died at his home; he was 78,
He served from 1914 until 1919 but did not come to St. Dunstan’s until 1952. Owing to his age then,
he was not able to take training but his garden gave him a great interest, He had a large family, both in
children and indchildren, and their company was one of the great pleasures of his life.

To Mrs. Lynch and to all his family we offer our deep sympathy at his passing.

- Gunner John Orrell, Royal Féeld Artillery

We have to record with l|"L'|~|('I.‘,I\1 the death in lln'-|\J1.l| after a briefillness of John ( ri ||, 4 permanent
resident at Pearson House,  He died on January 19th, at the age of 69,

His war service was from 1914 until 1915 (he was wounded at Festubert)
in 1917, where he trained as a mat-maker and in boot repairing.
number of years.

and he eame to 5t. Dunstan’s
Both of these crafts he carried on for a good

He was a bachelor and he had been a resident at Pearson House for many years. Qur sincere sympathy

is extended to all his relative
Private Samuel Sephton, Roya/

It is with deep regret that we have to record the death of S, Sephton, of St. Helens, Ls
died at his home on January 22nd at the age of 72

He had served with the Royal Fusiliers from 1914 until 1915 when he was gassed in Belgium; he came
to St. Dunstan’s two years later,  He trained as a basket-maker and was able to carry on with this occupation
until 1950 when ill-health intervened. He had been very seriously
sudden and unexpected.

Our deep sympathy is sent to Mrs. Sephton and her family.

ncashire. He

tll recently but his death nevertheless was

Corporal George Christopher Stacy, /2t M
We have to report w great regret the death in hospital on January 21st of (. C. Stacy, of Marks
Essex. le was 70.

He served in the First World War and came to St. Dunstan’s in 1916, e was
later he took training in |\<Jl||'|\ farming and this he did until 1937, Thereafter hi
and he was ob Il;ul 0o . \ Hetly He had been seriously
as a great shock to u

Qur sincere ‘1\||||\1r||\ is extended to his widow and da ighter and her 1':||||.§_\'.

5 first a masseur but
health deteriorated slowly
il before Christmas but his death still came
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