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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

T is four years since the first batch of Tape Talking Book machines was distributed. As
Chairman of the Sound Recording Board of Directors of the Nuffield Talking Book
Library for the Blind, and on account of my interest in St. Dunstaners, 1 thought it

would be interesting to have a survey made of Tape Talking Book machines in the hands
of St. Dunstaners. This has been done, and the results are briefly set down below,

The survey was made by St. Dunstan’s Welfare Staff during their routine visits through
the last three months of 1963. Enquiries were made of 169 tape users who happened to
be visited during that period and the following answers emerged:

Reproduction
Good 146
Fair 23
Owality and Nature of Books
Good 146
Fair 17
4 requests for more up-to-date non-fiction,
i.e. travel, current affairs, biographies, etc.
2 requests for more “westerns” and detective
stories.
Prampiness of Service
; Good 159
Fair 10
Reliability af Machin
. ( II‘ " HI 1 I;:)
Fair 14 mainly “teething trouble,” i.e. faulty switch,
valve trouble, * switches itself off.” etc.

Compilaints 56 Tapes, i.e. double tracking, ghost voices

s
mufed, etc., “commences in middle of
book.”

My comments on the above figures are as follows. The degree of acceptability and
satisfaction seems to me very high considering that this was a new device, circulated to
many homes throughout the country and that, in general, the recipients were not skilled
engineers or electricians.
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ience of double talk, or shost voices, requires further explanation. When Welfare Week-ends at ()\'ingdf_‘;in, £ L:{lllll;_{ all hports’
sound tracks are placed close together on a tape, there is always the risk that speech on one 1964 : [t is also planned, if there i i
sound track will spread to its neighbour, or that the track device will get out of alignment, Welfare port from St. Dunstaners,
It should be remembered that we were the first to adapt the multi-track tape for ordinary . SR O |1 Sports Week

home use. We were aware of this risk from the beginning, and were looking out for it, Week-ends and Specia “_[.'I]I-"!r;;“ e e 19th to 21¢
and we know that in the carly days a number of cassettes suffered from this fault. Now, e !Im.”-' : o ._”r.,.l.‘_‘l‘,,;l‘:m:i. :\;]L.

however, we think it has been completely cured and all new cassettes for some months past LIRS all who RS IHOSE LSS

have been free from it. However, we cannot scrap all the old ones as this would be too tme.

expensive and wasteful, and any member of the Talking Book Library may still get one of Veek-ends:

The following yoramme  of .

the older models. This must continue for some time, but they are being withdrawn rapidly; Ldeaf & : ! .
we think the fault will occur infrequently and will soon be eliminated altogether. pring—10th "'_"lH:'_ \""'i'; :
Many other interesting suggestions were made as a result of the enquiry. [ will deal tumi 29th October to 3rd IN
h the main ones, giving mv answer to cach. A
Seven St. Dunstaners asked for a tone control. Tone controls are now being fitted 20th October.
ave been for some months, but | am afraid we cannot recall all the original machines ‘ e
to put a tone control on them,  This would be an impossible job.  We hope the original 15th November.
members will put up with this slight inconvenience and feel somewhat rewarded by the fact HES _
t they have had their tape machines longer than anyone else. Personally, 1T do not like 27th to 29th November.
tone control, for I like to hear the top register as it adds to the intelligibility of the reading.
Some asked for the titles of the books to be in braille also. Our Board decided to do
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will be availal
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Special Fortnights:
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this some weeks ago, but it is taking a little time to get the dies made. 19401942 [~
Some asked for a playback switch. It is, of course, possible to playback by stopping 1917-1918

: = . SRS 5 - ; : . e o= lst to
the machine, turning the cassette over and running it for a few seconds, when it will produce 943-194+ |

- Ty Jotos
a strange backwards language. You then take the cassette off and turn it back again. You 1919-1920) Geh to 20tk Tuls , 1_..!]11.{.{{)11 _(‘l".l,h '\_‘T]_k_{_h
will find that you have back-spaced a sentence or two. This, however. is a clumsy method, 1945-1946 [ A ¥ Jit e 1¢ ()"”?gdlc‘_'f' ("_mrt_*"“‘”“. -
we are hoping to introduce a plavbaclk, especially as we are developing the Students’ 1921-1925 '\ YO o 24 Aupiast Junstan’s Br dge ( l'.|..1 |H_‘_|II] ite
y- This, however, cannot be done at once as there are technical difficulties. and 1947-1948 [ i i . s : ' s :

I.'.".I:'I!L'L_\_i"LI'-H(_'\ tOo. Port Hall will be closed from the

Some asked for an introduction or synopsis at the beginning, especially of non-fiction \ugust to l4th September.

book y We do not think we can undertake to do this, or that its value to most reader: Bridge Beginners

wou g paty doidg . I'he week-ends for Bridee | ers held ite

: D e e When
1963 were S0 SuUc at 2 have i

Hes o of sighted

IS¢ nother from the Z1st =

T | surrounding

and Mz, A, E. Field has I g

end to come

One or two want a longer pause at the end of chapters, to enable the machine to b
tched off. I ‘-'\2"|‘:ll|1l‘l with this, Csped ially if I am sittine at the other side of the room
by the time 1 have got to the machine, it has started the next ch ipter. However, we do

ant to waste space on the tape, but the Committee will consider this at their next meeting,

One St. Dunstaner, evidentlv technically minded, sugeested that the repre ducing head

d fi

attend, accompanied by Mr.
Peter Westhrook, who is a tournament
be put in the talking book machine instead of in the cassette, thus saving expense and lirecto
» - ] L COLO,
We now have prototyvpes of a much smaller cassette which, if successful, will come The week-end will be resiricte y St.
| | | YR Y e
Dunstaners and their wives who have never

layed Bridee and wish to take it up, or

in due course. This model still has the reproducing head in the cassette,
ut some research on a method of doing without a reproducing
& |

cans a very substantial re-designing of the apparatus and ma ho have playved a little but need instruction
Sprylis hefore the can compete with more ad
vanced players. Al CXPEenses W ill be :.I.m!.

Interested St. Dunstaners should write

a matter of interest to technicians, the reason why the reproducing head is in the
1s that it has hitherto been the only effective way of making sure that the cassette is
completely sealed, that no tape comes out, and that there is no threading to be done. We
thought it absolutely essential that the cassette should go on the machine without any adj
ment or threading, ! i
would find

contested

fe report
to Matron Blackford at Ovwingdean as s
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REVIET 11

Fraser, are concerned with the cost of such

guards, may 1 ask how much money blind

Dear Editor, people pay and, in fact, are compelled by

In May of last vear, | wrote to vou a letter law to pay towards street lighting to enable

v+ INCREDIBLE JOURN 6 . which started the discussion on adequate sighted people to get about safely? T ver:

\bout three domest ‘ guards relative to holes in the pavement. much doubt if the cost of such guards
: would exceed that amount.

Letter to the Editor

LKL chartm

ter cubs and a g

This letter was written following the report _ 1
on the original hearing of the Halev case. [ repeat that legislation is needed to
A vear earlier 1 had fallen into a hole in standardise all guards to holes in the
pavements in order to protect all, repeat

the pavement twenty vards from mv front 5 .
' \ LI, pedestrians.

hl”lt-\\'.la lucky. The only serious damage In C"‘-l_L'l‘-'-‘-‘l-“H‘ it should h:erl_-\‘ be

KR $ I [ suffered was to mv confidence in walking sy S Bl s RO O l'll'ilr one of t’n_c
"_"’\\."'I':_' R ORI B3 SNapolgoniciys veringe ' alone. The hole T fell into had no. puard I_n_-__r problems of being blind is kee “!}":. fit
<“-‘ilt}\_! |.--.:, .';' SR ; Bl " atalloneend. Theendlfell intowasundes in order {uldr: one’s ."r’]" \_\-i_'.ll, -.m(} \‘.'.ul\:lln'f_

& bt a street lamp, and this was apparently Is one ot the very ic‘-.k' !nr._n« ol exercise
suthicient. Had [ sustained serious injurv, n.m;' can L;1|\'('_ in the 1!':5.‘1. :llr,lal?lf_{ at any

and had the street light failed and a sighted time convenient 1;:1 the individual. You

pedestrian sustained injury, apparently the are I’l_'._'.hl_’,_ .\flt'\'c‘.‘ there are very few of us
sichted pedestrian would have had the LT‘-_“-*'mim\ll'f\ (ot is !E'-I_ﬂ[-l‘-\'til 7) pedestrians
richt of le redress. but not me. It left, .I.'.il[ brother, a few more l:'!;:ilat’tlcd

5 Span : : 5 3 i hals : R PR A Yoahin =

B u appears from the Haley case that a blind 1oles in the pavement and there will be

0 LIC treasures v, . : : :

NDARIES OF (¢ .l 161 pedestrian 1s not a lawlul one, and remarks : A gt
L Dr. Pyke discusses T e o about the holes in the pavement outside the cost to the community; maybe this is

less of us. This could, of course, reduce
THE lll.l';i; :Il\'\','\‘ \.I):I. "l' S St. Dunstan’s are valueless, except in those oy G
I OF tha e e : circumstances. Most blind |w__-!r1]g live in Ours sincer . .

SN b TR e L ooy, BHE Srabiehin ordinary houses. | had been living at this A. C. PorNtoN.

I S SR et R b address ten vears at the time 1 fell into the Bexchill-on-Sea.
hole, but no doubt the Gas Authority could ] P.5.—It takes legal logic to ¢ fy LOO
claim ignorance of my existence as a blind bad vou can’t see, ||.|E".'-.:'| really must look
persons as the defendants did in the Haley where you are goin

case. Surely it is signiticant that the man was .
‘I Memorn on his wav to work, probably a journe Midland Club Notes
" traversed every working day for many years. There was quite a good attendance at

At I rnest E, Swayne Ihese cases of injury could be avoided. our meeting held on Sunday, January 12

e dea

At the moment there is no laid down Lighteen members with their wives and
standard of hole guard; apparently any families turned up, despite it being a ver;
thing, even a street licht, will do.  In mn cold and damp afternoon. Keep itup chaps,
letter of May 1 stated that leeislation i this is the sort of support needed. ;

necessary to rectify this state of affairs. | At our next meeting, on the second
sureest that all holes in pavements should Sunday in February, the draw will be made
be cuarded by a screen extending the full for the Dominoes Knock-out Competition,
Corporal Herniman Nicholas Symes, Koyl | - width of the pavement, and of a minimum The names of all members present on that

y o B AR [k I "I'_ wEL NG S ! L it D | heicht of three feet, weighted at the base w will be put into a hat and drawn out,

so they don’t knock over easily, and that \ prize will be given to the winner and
failure to protect holes in such a mannet runner-up at the end of the competition
should render the defendants automatically which, we hope, will take about six meetings
liable for negligence, no matter who the to run.
-t pedestrian mav be who suflered injury from We are also proposing to try our hand
'I.I"\i‘-“-t!ll.}rij-l.'”:'“."”=.”:-1ilul_'-.w.’|J|r.:.‘ I.. :I .||I.!|;|II. . ....Il'-lt.l i | fhe u Ul. I\I.-I .I 'I.II!I.lhll_.. < at Ten [}J‘.ll ]".'f."'-‘-]f‘ll"- If any .'HL'.]'I! C _|~
ol Stk Rt e d K FE on Hause where he was staying | teel that such guards would be adequate interested in this game, | would be orateful
to meet all eventualities, not only of blind if he would let me know before the Febraary
: . _ people; but ited ones in times of fou meeting. This particular activity will take
ffore. h Ttoinduster whei or any other time of bad visibility. place on a Saturday afternoon at a local
d of last vhere i ol e does not expect, as one comedian bow ling alley.
sugeests, padded lamp-posts™ and, as their D. E. CASHMORE,
Lordships who heard this case, and Lord Secretary.
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[’L‘rSUn’dI mnd 1 lived over a rain the many ||.:|\'|*-'-

Comi II\\|1\|I.i|'|T. awcett sends I‘i.\' 1M Ost ve had together. Many of ‘ -. !” “jln i’HPIIIUrU 7’

sincere thanks for the hundreds of Christ- addition to the printed greetings

1 » * 1 = - - 1 a ¥ I. e 2 Tt 1
nas cards and eood wishes which were cards, have added othet CALLLITICS about

: L ; Private George Henry Burnell,
sent to him by St. Dunstaners all over the health, what I am doing and if en]

country. He |'|ll|‘L"- hat the coming retirement, etc, L zan september, 1917, 1 ccived hi
will bring them the very best of luck, \s some of you may know, 1 have o '

¥ 1 job at the nearby Chalfont Colony for

th deep regret the death of G . Bu

ety touched by the Lipileptics and am doine nicht work i
s and oreetines sent Bovs' Home. 1t is verv nice to have foun ("'”,”“':' Frank Wells Cull, Royal
sends her warmest thanks this job, which has a human interest. R :
and -._'_'ur-\] wishes to all St. Dunstaners and i”'él‘ fill the gap left when [ retired last Ju
their families. I think of you many titmes, and wish
x ¥ x all a very happy New Year. God
Dr. O’Hara thanks all those St. Dunstan- you all, and again, many, many thank

g+ : Your sincere trien
ers who sent him Christmas cards and much 4 cere friend, ;
Mary FE. NS, Corporal Edward Darnell, 2ud |

et thiat we ve to record the death

the sudde

regrets that he cannot reply personally
there were so many. He warmly recipro- N )
cates their _gcm:] wishes and sends his own (Jl'iln(“"ll'llt‘l'.‘%

cood wishes for health and |1.l':1':11'[1L'.\'?~ in C. W. Barrett. of Hish Wicombe

1964. crand-daughter  on  October 23rd  last:
” ¥ » ¥ B. Priest, of Tipton, Staffordshire, his
would like to start the New Year b first erandson; F. G. Baxter, of London.
nding a greeting to all 8t. Dunstaners and N.1, a new St. Dunstaner, who had another
ir families and, at the same time, to orandson on November 23rd: John Martin,
vou all for the numerous Christmas of Durban, South Africa (the first erandson);
l.|r<!I~, [..l.](.'l' rs '.I.-Hi. _:'II.I'H which added to . r'.-|1l'1.(‘l".'11-|*rl-1'||'1'|1'_’_.!|\||1|_ a :'1'.[11[1-11.[ 1l
Our nAppIness at (.hristmas.
I hope that all St. Dunstaners spent :
happv time with their families, and t Deaths
those men who were not so well w Our deep sympathy is sent to
enjoy better health in the New Year. followine:
P. |. Rocers, Barcurror.—To 1), Batchelor, of Ra
/ : : near Banbury, whose wife died -||.|'I|:-I:
»x »® hospital on January 6th.  Mrs. Barche el this interest hie tnaintained eve
May 1, on behalf of myself and my staff, had been "]l.iur some time., ! His death on December
thank all those who sent beautiful Christmas Cavanaca.— T'o A, Cavanaeh, of Salford, Our deep ¢ 5
whase hrother, _|||--< ph, died suddenly on
January 11th. We have to
Frsey.—To H. Elsev, of Beccles, whose He served in
vas admitted to St D

cards and greetings to us this Christimas.
Your remembrance of us at this time is

!

much :I‘iWiWT’cr'i.lIL\L and the l'n!’l|\ arrived in

‘|.|||_l_'||1< r has died suddenly .

Hanls—To W. F. Halls, tor Gt Sr ey

such [Wl'l’l].llH].H[I that it would be impossible
to answer them all individually. :
whose only brother cied
December 18th.

L I “ ; S o i 1 o
to each and every one of you tor a ver Heys. I'o 8. Heys, of Manchester,

Happy and Prosperous New Year. mother died on __|,II1IE.II'I'-.
) M. A. MIDGLEY Ricuarpson.—To G, A. Richardson, of

We hope, therefore, that you will accept Private Charles Knight, [
our thanks, and we send our best wishes we have to tecord the
8 of :

17th.
Stoke-on-Trent, whose mother died on
January 16th.

* * 0 Woon. I'o G. B, Wood, of Northampton Gunner Sydney Charles Lambert, Roya/
| am asking the Liditor of the Review if in the loss of his mother on January 11th. L with deep regret the death Ia |

NOriiern Alvea

space can be tound to thank the very many

St. Dunstaners and friends who have sent -
rlEa iy ; Marriage

me Christmas cards, letters and Messiayes. =] s In

They were so numerous that 1 feel it would PrREECE—WILKINGS.—On Saturday, Decem hitn |-._i-||-|

be months before | could answer them all. of ther

21st, |'{.||51l| Precce, of Romford, to 1

It was lovely to hear from so many of vou, Miss |. Wilkins. [ on et pag
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Private Bernard Lammiman, Royal Army Medical Corps

We have to record with deep regret the sudden death in hospital of B. Lammiman, of Chapel St.
Leonards, Skegness.  He was 69.

He served in the First World War from 1915 until 1917, coming to St. Dunstan’s in 1940 when he
trained as a basket-maker. He was a very good craftsman and was making baskets almost up to the time of
his death. He had not been very well for about a year but, nevertheless, his death was sudden and unexpected.

To his widow and family we send an expression of very sincere sympathy.

Private Melville George Lingham, 5tk Wilishire Keginent

[t is with deep regret that we record the death of M. G. Lingham, of Pearson House. Ile was 82,

He enlisted at the outbreak of the First War in August, 1914, and received his discharge in 1916,
He came to St. Dunstan’s in May, 1942, when he had already retired from active work and was living in lodgings.
In 1953 he entered Qvingdean until he became ill and was transferred to Pearson House,  He went into hospit:
in November for a short time but returned to Pearson House, where he died on December 26th.

He leaves a son in St. Albans and a daughter in Australia, to whom our deep sympathy is sent.

Lieutenant D. Littlejohn, Royal Air Force

It is with deep regret that we have to record the death on Christmas Day of Don Littlejohn, of Seaford,
Sussex, at the age of 75, He was a Scot by birth, but spent most of his early life in Canada. He was blinded
when serving as a pilot with the Royal Navy in the First World War and came to St. Dunstan’s in 1918, Afrer
returning to Canada for a time, he settled in En nd and worked as a joiner.

Iis health had been very poor for many years, forcing him to lead an extremely quiet life, but he
and his wile founded and ran a very successful club for the blind in Seaford I'he recent birth of his first
grandehild was a great joy to him and he was able to visit his daughter and the baby a few weeks before his
final breakdown in healt 1d admission to hospital,

We send our deep sympathy to his widow, and to his daughter by his fiest marria

Gunner Ernest Charles Oram, 7ird T M.B. Royal Field Artillery

It is with ep regret that we have to record the death of B, C, Oram, of Westbrook, Margate, within
a few weeks of his 71st birthday,

His First War service was from July, 1915, until February, 1919, when he came immediately to St.
Dunstan’s. He trained as a telephonist and he earried on with this work until his retirement in 1947 « 12
to his ill-health,  He afterwards did some netting and wool rug work as hobbies but even these he had to give
up in 1958, His health conti ied to deteriorate and he became seriously ill at Christmas ti . He was
admitted to hospital where he died on January 14th.

Our deep sympathy is sent to his widow and son

Private Samuel Page, King's Own Yorksh it I 'ry

We have to record with deep regret the sudden death at his home of Samuel Page, of Leeds, on
December 27th.  He was 65

He served with his regiment from 1917 il 1f mnd was admitted to St. Dunstan’s in that year,
e trained as a boot repairer and netter.  He only carried on boot-making for a short time, but continued
netting 1 il h compelled him t ive it up

We send an expression of our very sincere sympathy to his wile and f.llnii_\'.

Corporal James Papps, Labour Corps

We have to record with ll"ll\ regret the death at Pearson House on December 15th of James Papps
late of Braintree and Dunstable) at the age of 80,

He served in the Labour Corps from 1916 to 1918 and came to St. Dunstan’s in 1921 when he trained
as a netter and basket maker,  He carried on these two oceupations until he was nearly 70 years of age, and
he was an excellent erafrsman., is wife pre-deceased him in 1959 and on her death he became a Permanent
Resident at Pearson Hi

We send an expression of sincere sympathy ¢ 3 relatiy

Private William John Rose, [ r Corps

It is with deep regret that we record the death of W. |. Rose, late of Chiswick but afterwards of
Pearson House, Ile was 70,

He served in the First War from September, 1914, until May, 1919, but did not eome to St. Dunstan’s
until February, 1959, Owing to his age and indifferent health, he was unable to take any form of training

and almost immediately afrer his admission to St. Dunstan’s he was accepted as a permanent resident at
Ovingdean.  His health later began to deteriorate and he was transferred to Pearson House w » he died
on December 9th,

He wis a \\I\!II‘.\.'\' .t||\| Gur sincerg mpathy s exte !'ulul to his sister _Hl-] i||r\‘_ ¢S
Rifeman Frederick Willis Sewerfield, he London Reviment, London K

With deep regret we record the death of F, W. Setterfield, of Slough at the ¢

Iis First War military service was {rom December 191¢ atil January, 1919, whe transferred
to the Reserve. When he came out of the Services, he joined the Police Force and retired from this in 1935
with the rank of Sergeant. Later his sight began to deteriorate and when he came to St Dunstan’s in 1962,
his health also was ratheér poor.  He was to be admitred to hospital on Deeember 27th but he died in the
ambulance on the way to the hospital,

He leaves a widow and grown-up !'-.lllli]_',-' to whom our deep sympathy goes,  Mrs. Setterficld herself
has been ill for some weeks with bronchitis, (Continued on page 10)
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