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An Academic Life

(Last October, Lord Lraser referred in his Notes to onr Canadian Si.
Professor D. . MeDonsall, M. A., D.Litt., who has been oranted the stalus

Professor of History at Toronto U A 1t the Chairman’s invi/

MeDongall has writien the story of his successful career for the *“ Review” and this we are

now prowd and happy to publish.)
* * *

T has been my good fortune to spend the greater part of my working life as a member of

the teaching staff of a university which has some claim to be regarded as one of the foremost

institutions of the kind in the Commonwealth, My vears of service are now ended, and
[ have leisure to reflect on this experience, to consider what it has meant to me, and possibly
to others, and occasionally to wonder just how it happened. Very little of it was due to
conscious planning on my part. When I left St. Dunstan’s to return to my home in Canada
in 1918, nothing could have been further from my thoughts than the idea of attempting such
a career. 1 had been trained as a masseur, and for a few years after settling in Toronto 1 was
employed in the recently established Canadian National Institute for the Blind training a
number of ex-service men who, for one reason or another, had not gone to St. Dunstan’s.
By the time that work was completed | had decided to try some other form of occupation;
and in the autumn of 1922 I entered the University of Toronto as a freshman, with no very
clear idea of where it would lead, but with a hope that something would turn up.

My ultimate object—it was in fact rather a vague aspiration than a formed plan—was to
qualify for the practice of some branch of the law. For that purpose a university degree
would be a useful,if not an essential preliminary,and in the process of acquiring it I hoped to
discover the difticulties and the means of u\c’]'u'nmling them. As not Enl_rt_‘l.iucﬂt]\' 51.1[1]\L’115,
they proved to be more formidable in anticipation than in reality, After a year of exploratory
work on a variety of subjects, all now happily forgotten, 1 turned to the serious study of
history as the most suitable |1['|:l\‘n'.llin|1 for what I bad in mind. The lJLiilll‘ pi':)]}lt:m was to
get through the mass of reading that was required. In retrospect 1 can see that it was not
very much, but at the time it seemed somewhat daunting, the more so as 1 had other work
which took a good deal of my time. However | contrived in some way or other to master
L-nnu_'_r_h of the essential l'lt)t)]\'?.- and documents to end up w ith a 1'(}5[30&'!'}[]1](.‘ Ltt.:gl‘cc and the
prospect of going on with what I was doing. 1 did not at once give up the idea of the legal
profession, but when I was given a special Rhodes Scholarship to enable me to continue my
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work in Oxford, it receded into a rather dim background. Tor the present at least 1 was
content to go on with a subject in which I had found an interest beyond anything 1 had
previously known.

The four years which I spent in Balliol College were in many ways the most decisive and

the most rew lrdtw of my life. What has followed has been in large measure the result n!_

that experience. ( c-m[urul with anything I had piL\]:)Lh]\ known, the conditions for work-
ing were almost ideal. Through the generosity of the Rhodes Trust, and of the Chairman
and Board of St. Dunstan’s, 1 was freed from financial worries, and able to obtain all the sighted
assistance 1 needed. More than that, 1 had the rare vood fortune to have as my tutor a

distinguished scholar and te: |L|]Lr whose friendship, lasting over many years, remains one of

my most treasured memories. » him, and to his unhu]ln“ aid and encouragement, | owe
very much of any success that 1 hi\t. had. 1t was in Oxford too that I met the lady who was
to be my wife. For more than thirty years | have relied upon her, and never in vain, for the
help and sy m|nth11L underst: lmlm" without which my way would have been immeasurably
more difficult than it has been.

My work in Oxford was determined by what | had alreadv done, 1 elected to read the
history school, which meant in effect building on the not very solid foundations laid in Toronto.
There was a good deal of building to be done, but | had the time to do it, and alw ays the aid
and the expert guidance that I needed. At the end of two vears 1 wrote the final examinations,
with results that far exceeded my most sanguine hopes.  That summer, spent with a friend
on a small island off the coast of France, I still remember as one of sheer delight, born of
relief and coloured by the possibilities that now opened before me. The next two vyears
| spent at Oxford, reading on a number of subjects in which | was especially interested,
doing some research in Anglo-lIrish history, and tutoring a number of students who were
preparing for their final examinations. Among these was a group from a small college for
working men sent to Oxford by their Trade Unions, and my association with these students
was one of the happiest and most interesting experiences that | have had. My initial efforts
to secure a university appointment were discouraging, the more so as it seemed fairly obvious
that in some cases the refusal was due to a belief that the duties of a university teacher could
could not be satisfactorily performed by a blind person.  However, my luck held, and in 1929
I was appointed to the staff of the University of ‘Toronto, where 1 was destined to remain for
the rest of my working life.

.l.L'itllill_'\' presented some novel ':'1-1|5|t'|1‘..\ and I am not sure that [ always found the I'il'_'\||1
solution.  However, none of them was in fact very serious, and they had a way of solving
themselves without much effort on my part. 1 was fortunate in returning to a university
with which | was familiar, That in itself removed many of the difficulties, including that of
knowing how to get about the ]'rl;n:c without undue loss of time.  This was alw avs important.
Outwardly university teaching may appear a somewhat leisurely affair. It is of course frec
from the relentless pressure of the business \\un'lnl_ But in my experience there was never
enough time to do all that one wished to do, or at least to do it as one would have liked to do
it. livervone engaged in it must eventually du ide on the apportionment of his time between
the two general tasks of teaching and research. The latter, espectally for one who must
depend upon a Hi_'_(lnul assistant to work through masses of documents, often scarcely
legible, is an extremely slow and laborious process. 1 have done a fair amount of it, mainly
1]'\11'in'_r__ sumimer vacations spent in Bngland. But 1 decided L]L!i[L' carly to concentrate on
teaching, partly because 1 thought that was what | could do best, chiefly perhaps because it
was what I most enjoyed.  Others will no doubt decide differently. It is largely a matter of
taste. In my own case | could not have been at ease in the lecture-room, nor could I have
spoken freely and confidently without the most meticulous preparation of my material; and

think that may be true of most people working under the same disability,

Some tl(_'_'_'l'l'l_'. of spec ialisation is I'(.'\l“jl-{_'li of almost everyone now Il_';lt.'hrll_'.[ 11 ll|!|\'t.'|':-i1_\.
My own work has been almost entirely in modern British history and in the history of the
Commonwealth. This has involved a great many lectures and regular tutorials on general
political and social history, some more highly specialised work for advanced students on
constitutional development, and seminars or discussion groups on selected periods for
graduate students proceeding to the higher degrees.  After the Second World War, when it
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became necessary to provide for large numbers of ex-service men and women, courses were
added on the history of the Commonwealth, for undergraduates and for graduates. This
proved a very heavy assignment. The literature on the subject is enormous and i_~_' constantly
being added to; and it was only with the greatest difficulty that I could keep myself reasonably
well informed on the most essential publications. During the last dozen vears or so, my
work has been to an increasing extent with graduate ~1t|:1: nts, partly in spect: al classes organise +d
for them, partly in directing and supervising the writing of theses for the degrees of Master
of Arts and Doctor of Philosophv. This last was exhaustir g and time-consuming worlk,
but it was also very rewarding, © At least it gives me some pleasure to think occasionally of
the number of men now teachine in universities in Canada, the United States, the West [ndies
and as far afield as Pakistan, to whom 1 may have been of some assistance during their student
vears.

\cademic life is not free from its own variety of worries and irritations. [t is never easy
to shake off the feeling of frustration or even of futility.  But it has certain nl-"inuw attractions.
l'or me |1c|1\1]1~ the greatest of these has been the op |\m'|m|r\ to live and work with sighted
men, In assoc iation ‘1[1(1 1n (I’rll1]1L[|[If1[1 on terms of u:|1‘|"sL’*L e lity. \s | have sugoeste 1,
I did not consciously choose university teaching as a profession.  When I reflect upon it now

my most constant feeling is one of mild astonishment at the course which events have taken.
It could so easily have been very different. Yet [ have reason to be very grateful for the almost
accidental circumstances which led, or pushed me in this direction, and opened the way to a
fuller and more interesting life than at one time seemed possible.  p 1. McDoug

Al

REUNION PROGRAMME 1964

ALL reunions will be held at 12,30 p.m. for 1 p.m. lunch

Retnion Vember of Face
Camncil Presidi
Fues. Tth April BLACKPOOL Mu, DD, G, Horr
' (Miss Lverett
I'hurs, 9th April CHESTER
Miss Broughton) .
Sat. 11th April MANCHESTER 7& Sir Nevite \RSON Grand
(Miss Everett)
Wed. 22nd April f'\\'ll RBURY v Brian Horrocok County
Miss de Burler)
Sat. 25th April BOURNEMOLI'TH I'nie Rev, D. Bun The Pavilion
(Miss Webster)
Sat. 2nd May WINDSOR CoroNe: P, ANsin White Hart
(Miss de Burler)
Ihurs, Tth May EXETER CoroN
{Miss Wehster)
Sat, Yth May NEWPOR'I Lorn Fraser Westgate
( Miss Newhbold)
Sat. 30th May DUBLIN Lorn Fraser Shelbourne
(Mrs. Thompson
Sat. 6th June BRIGHTON Lorp Fraser Metropole
(Miss Blebra)
W Tues, 9th June NEWCASTILI CoLonel M. P ANsiwr Roval Station
(Mrs. King)
I'hurs. 11th June EDINBURGH
Mrs. King)

Sat, 13th JTune LEEDS \ Mur. D, G. HorewrL Metropole
B (Migs Broughton)

Wed. 24th June IPSWICH Sir Nevinre PEARSON Great White
(Miss Mever) Horse

Fri. 26th June NOTTINGHAM A Sie Nevieere Prarson Victoria

—_ (Miss Broughton)

Sat. 27th Jung BIRMINGIAM / Mr. D. G. HorrwrLl Queen’s

p————— (Miss Newbold)

Sat, Heh July LONDON (combining Welwyn) St NEVILLE PEARSON Russel
(Miss Collins)

M, D, G. Horrwins Roxburghe
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Election Candidate

Our  St. Dunstaner, Michael [rancis
Burns, of Epsom, was on February 15th
formallv adopted as Liberal eandidate for
Reading,

[t will be remembered that Mr. Burns w
successful at the local elections in 1960 wh
he contested the Southend seat. He th
polled the largest number of votes for many

3 Mile Walk—Ewell
January 25th

lileven men walked in this event.
The result was:
lst  Rav Benson
2nd  Roy Mendham
Srd L. Proffit
lastest Loser: John Simpson

Rov Mendham’s very fast time of 47,01
wis a record for the course .

[he walk was started by Rear Admiral
P. Burnett, C.B., D.S.O., D.S.C.. and Mrs.
|"I::|'IR'H ‘:‘r'L"iL'I'nh_':| the |".'i."l"\, and both came
with our party to the social given by the
Fwell Branch of the British Lewion after
wards, a wverv happy endine to 4 rood

arternoon.

Sutton Club Notes

Our annual Christmas  Party
I1th. A beautiful Christmas
vas made by Mrs., .‘*-|\|;r"-l.|‘-. and was

cut by Miss Ramshaw. Diana wa

responsible for providing some wonderful

entertainment, for which we thank her.

If vou would like to come to our meetinos

ou should et 10 touch with Ted Dudley

CRO), 01596,

1’ SrriN
Briefly
wrd, of Bexlev | leath, has beer
Vice-President of Woolwich Old Contemis
tibles Association since 1950,
*  * %

H. Chadwick, of St. FHelens. last Dec
ember <"-\|1i|“lL'l'l‘l1 fifty vears as a member of
the Roval Ancient Order of Buffaloes.

* * *

H. Wheeler, of London, S.\.20. is now
chairman of the Wimbledon Branch of the
British Legion. He and Mrs. Wheeler
have been active members of the legion

[Or Many years

Result of Christmas Compctitinn

This competition proved more open than
we anticipated and competitors  found
excellent alternatives to the words in the
[ditor’s list. This was as follows:

FOREBODING

OBEDIENCE (OBEDIENT
accepted)

LIBERATION

INCOMPARABLI

NOBBI.I

OBSERVANT (OBSERVING

_ accepted)

CONTROILI.ABLI X

BRONZL

FORBEARANCI

ABOMINABLLE

No one sent in a correct solution. No
one sent in even nine correct words but
five found eight. The five were:

C. R. Burvan, of Beckenham: |. Crose, of
Neweastle-upon-Tyne; R. A, T'vnoarp, of
London, S,W.16: ]. LeceE. of Westbury
on-Trym: and G. Rowrey, of ( interbury.
‘lll‘l"\ are each |'lf.'l'i‘\i'1'_[ a £'|‘L'l|'|( I-'I' five

Midland Club Notes

\t our meeting on Sunday, February Oth,
it was dec ided that the sugeestion Fooy
having a dinner dance should be shelved
for the time |\L-ir1_'_'.

The second item was that of the annual
outing.  We hope that this will take place
on Sunday, Mav 31st, and will be a day trip
to the sea, Llandudno or Rhyl beine places
'\ii’.{'.{L"‘TL'Il.

Our final item was the draw for the
domino knock-out competition.  This was
completed and the first-round games will
take place at the next meeting which will
he }IL‘[ll (n HI_JH\].I\'. \l.l['i'|'| -\;II|1, this |‘l'JI1"
the second Sunday in the month as usual

Should anyvone else be interested in Ten
Pin Bowling, or wish to discuss any other
points regarding the Club, they mav ring
us any evening on SELlIv Oak 1432, .

Our thanks go once more to the ladies
who put on another fine tea.

D. . CASHMORE,

Secrefam

Great Grandfather

W. Thompson, of Brixham, Devon—he
has three preat-orandchildren, all hovs,
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Mrs. V. A. Cazaly

We deeply regret an error which crept
into the January “Review’. Referring to
the :]L'.|I|.1 of Mrs. M. A. (.l/.l]j-., we H.;ill,
“widow of our late St. Dunstaner.” Mr.
Cazalv is still, of course, a cheerful resident
at Pearson House,

Our deepest sympathy is sent to him in
his loss and we would add again our most
sincere apologies for the mistake and for
the distress this must have caused him.

Mrs. Valentine Cohn

[t is with lluun regret that we record
the death of Mrs. Valentine Cohn, known
as “Koko,” of 15 Sudeley Place, Brighton.
Mrs. Cohn will be remembered by many
St.  Dunstaners particularly at  Pearson
House where she visited daily until a few
‘-.".".'('I\H |3("“‘1'L' ]5&'1- l‘,i"‘ﬁil"‘lf- J |[.'|- |-i|](”'-
[li\'|srmi1in|1 and willing |u-||\ to Our perm-
anent residents was greatly appreciated.

Mrs. Cohn came to St. Dunstan’s on
April 14th, 1924, as Linen Room V.A.D.
She started at the Brighton Home and was
transferred with others to Ovingdean and
later to Church Stretton.  She retired at the
ace of 65 in December, 1941, and was made
1 Member of St. Dunstan’s in March, 1961.

Family News

We have heard with deep regret that Mrs.
G I Gale, of Yeovil, widow of our late
St. Dunstaner, died on January 19th.

We have also heard with deep regret that
the widow of our late St. Dunstaner. R.
\shwell, of Cheadle Hulme, died 1n he |'-.|W|-[.|]
on January 29th,

Our sincere sympathy is sent to Mr. and

Mrs. D). Stott, of Wattord, in the loss of

Mrs, Stott’s mother.
The son of H. Pollitt, of Farnworth, has
1}

heen elected President of the lLancashire
Branch of the National \ssociation  of

Schoolmasters.

Brian Veness, Edgware, has qualified as
1 State Registered Male Nurse and has taken
up an appointment with the Finchley Branch
of the St. John Ambulance Brigade.

Robert Cashmore, Birmingham, was
selected by the Cadbury’s Bournville Youth
Club to be their ['&I‘|‘I'L'\'l_".'l.[.lll'\ e at the
Oberharz International Youth Conference
held in Germany last month.

His 13-vear-old brother, John, recently
oreanised, with friends, a Jumble Sale as a
result of which (72 13s. Ocd., was raised

for the Guide 1)0.'_\."; for the Blind Associa-

tion, a wonderful effort by school children.

Brevities
My husband remarked that his face cot
so cold during the wintry weather and quite
without thinking [ said | would knit a bala-
clava helmet just with slits for the eves!
He lauched and said, “That’s a fat lot ol

cood.  All I want are slits for mv ears.
(Mrs.) Iris Papoick, Eat Barnet,

* * .t
My wife and 1 recently visited Salisbury
Cathedral with some friends. At the end
of the tour my wife expressed the wish to
bhuy some '!Wic'l'l_ll‘u ;wmr-r.n'\is of this mag-
nificent building. As | sometimes act as
banker on these occasions | asked her if she
needed any money. She replied happily,
“No thank vou, [ohnnv,” and much to
evervbody's amusement she added orandlsy

and seriously, “I am a woman of independ-
ent means, at the moment.
Jors Martin, Loy

* r s

A party of voung girls from a local school
were being shown round Ovwvingdean and
had evidently been briefed to ask the men
questions as to how thev were able to cope
with their evervday !‘r'ul\lu:n\_ One little
girl came up to Jock Macfarlane and asked
him how he was able to oo up and down the
stairs and know when he was on the right
HOo0nT. _|||{‘i\ t‘\]\l'.ll-'lt-;i [i'L' l][l“ .1I']:| [|‘.L"'
she said sweetly, “And could vou see all
right before vou were killed?”’!  There was
a1 moment’s stlence, and then WOW'!

H. H. Dowxs, Bl
* > *

Seene @ The 1\|1c\'.'|‘iri|1-_r_ room at lLono-
mynd, Church Stretton.

Lime : January, 1944,

[ have onlv recently arrived and 1
finding my wav about. 1 am in search of
the toilet, obeving instructions and keeping
well to the 1'il:f_}1l, | am m'.|ri‘1_'¢ the door
which suddenly opens and a jet-propelled
ficure emerges. He hits me for six.
“Crikey,” savs . ““Be careful.” “Be care-
ful be blowed,” savs a voice. “What do
vou think I'm in here for. Rheumatism ™
That is how 1 first met Ex-Grenadier Doy,

5. H. Norta, Ta i
* * *

My voungest grandson, Nicholas, is just
three and spend lot of his time plaving
with his cat, Susiebell. My wife and 1
spent Christmas with the family and on one
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afternoon [ dozed off in my easy chair and
indulged in a little light snoring where
upon Nicholas remarked to his gr indma,
“Grandpa’s purring.”

Banxes, Clhelien

* * *

The hair-drier broke so my yvoung son

1 'L'L'l nine was sent to horrow one from our
He tore back with a chrome
stream- lmu device. Waving it in the air
he velled, il ist look at this snazzy ;
a hair-drier—it looks just like a dramatic \1r1||
Lescie TuospesoN, Gatesh

|'|(_'.[n"‘h< AT,

* * *

My wife,accompanied by our little grand-
daughter, went shopping and as she had
been such a good little girl asked her would
she like some ice cream to take home.
HL‘I' ]".[1(' l_.lt't l\i.‘;il1‘.c(| ||1\ \] { & ~.|ixi, "\ es
please Nana.” Into the shop they went,
the ].».L]j\ behind the counter smiled ad-
miringly at Judy, aged three, and said,
“You are a lovely little girl, what is your
name? Iml\ a very shv child, blushed
and did not reply so another effort was made.
“Well, tell me who is this nice lady vou are
with 27 “She is naf a nice |H1
N I

Frep Matuaewaax, Nor
* * *
My wife’s lucid description of

house. “It’s like
a ront.”’ | '_[‘-\Ii\_ vou!

our ]!l'.l'.'_'.|||J‘.‘- Jhut it's L
Ivor Gwyn, Lonesiof

Good Neighbours

Maureen V. lLee, with the help of her

team of “Good Neighbours™
he exhibitions and shows—has

\ts] ntary

| 1(_'] ! YETS

1 a lirtle shop in New Derry, near

"\'ll'|]1|!'_|'.l. [t is called the “Good
hbo |1'n” Rendezvous to show the worl
blind and disab led friends, and is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each week-dav, until
| p.m. on Thursday a
anv St. Dunstaner wants her to displav an
item, marking the price clearly, she would
'_':;II”' do so, but cannot be res 1sible tor
the return of the postage if the item 1s
unsold. Iler telephone number is Rock
Ferry 4851 after 5 p.m. Any visiting St.
Dunstaner will be made very welcome.
The address is 46 Beacont eld Road, New
Ferrv, Wirral.

3 on Saturday. |F

Cardiff Club Notes

The Pebruary meeting took place on
Saturday, February 1st. \ll were eager to
et on with their games but not before they
had heard the commentator on the wireless
say that Wales had gone ahead in the
Scotland . Wales match at Cardif Rughy
grounds,

Dominoes and crib went on richt up to
tea-time,

\s usual we finished up with several
games of bingo which helps to swell our
funds from which we draw for the party and
summer outing,

livans, Secrelary.

Liverpool Club Notes

On Saturday, Tanuary 18ch, the members
of the Liy L']]‘f‘l-l‘ lub |\.. id a most enjovable
visit to th ‘Robinson Crusoe™
at the Empire Theatre. We were fortunate

have as our guests our dear Miss Betty
Vaughan-Davies and Miss Davies (“Rags”
of the Blaclkpe ol Home: and Miss Maddiso
our g od friend from Lewis’s.

When we left the theatre to have a grand
meal in a city « |L. the ladies certainly felt

pantomime,

that their IHi]iH:,‘I was lll'l]|']\_‘lt,

\fter such a successful venture, vou may
feel sure that the Committee will have to
malke this an annual hxture.

| would like to take this |||\|\-::';'1I.I|1il‘.' of
inviting all St. Dunstaners who are within
reach of Liverpool to join us in our fort-
nightly meetings, when we spend a happy
two or three hours over a card or domino
table or merely exchange cossip.  Our ( Tub
meets in the British Legion rooms, leecce
Street, every other Saturday and the next
meetine will be on March 7th at 3 p.m.

Jors Davies.

Appeal Granted

It was announced on January 23rd that
Mr. John Haley blind civilian who lost
his hearing as a result of falling into a trench
dug by the London Flectricity Board, can
after all take l1s .I!‘|‘['.l] toy the House of
[ords, This was refused when his case
was heard in November.  Announcing the
new decision, Lord Reid said that the Lords
Appeal Committee had decided that the

question of whether a special duty of care

is owed to blind people is “a matter

wide public importance.™ ($e Letter

Eiditor, page 7).

v, DUNST

Letters to the Editor

Dear Liditor,

With reference to the recent case of the
blind man injured by road works l
Inuf.l_‘\ heen il]\'*\!\(_’tg mn a “Zilli:.ll' '.\Li'.l[_'!'.':
in the street where | live. | stumbled into
an unattended and Lll1?1l.|.l1l|<L;L| hole in the
|\.1\L";|‘.L'1‘.1 but luckily did no worse than
hark ny shins on a wheelbarrow. My
experience seems to suggest that this kind
of hazard is becoming more prevalent in
utban areas and if, as the recent Hieh Court
action shows, the Law cannot be expected
to afford us P stection, then we If-I'.!'*'a‘I.lL"..lL'
the matter differently

Pirstly, all public authorities who under
take such 1'u.ll|. work should be circularised
by St l) mstan’s, i\nrirltiul-' out the hazard
and seeking their co-operation in tightening
up their use of warning signs. We all
know that metal “Road Up™ signs, large
(Sa i l:l\‘_]\. to divert |\c:]t_‘5!1‘i;t1‘.\\ Are 1 commaon
use, and if they had been on the scene of
the recent accident and of my own little
adventure, both mishaps would not have
occurred.

:\t'L'UIM“‘., wWe .‘~.I1|l1|]l|
(iL'\L'!u'Iw‘.nL‘HI and use of warnine devices
which are audible as well as visible. The
traditional oil |\l|1|1i|| tL'ii lantern used by

encourace the

builders could be made clearly audible by
the I'|[li|1_-_'_ of a metal reed into the outlet
desiened for the hot gases, and this refine
buzzing sound.
Then again, in many town centres, scaffold
g and ]'ill.l'l\h]]lifl'\ encroach upon  the
footway where new development is in

ment would provide a stea

These obstacles are often marked
Iy strings of red electric ].l]]||'!h strung at
|1l.|ll h 1:__‘_||I. \ |\L|/./L'|' could be inserted
into such circuits without much ditheulty.

| am sure that our Research Department
capable of and willing to devise
apparatus of this type.
the hazards under discussion are approached

PHEOETCSS.

IS uite
If those who create

by us with ]IT'.ILIiL'.ll and convenient methods
of reducing the risk of injury, 1 am surc
that we can expect their sympathetic co-
operation. 1t we do not pursue an active
policy in trying to reduce this danger to
aur \\L‘“-;lt't', then no-one else is likely to
act. Unexpected obstacles will always be
with us, but that should not mean that an
improved  system of warnings cannot be
{l('\i."\L'll.
Yours sincerely, Pave I'rancia, Bre

plear d in las

10

N

§
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Dear Liditor,

If Tiny has since apologised to the
Clitheroe Kid for describing Lord Salveson
as a comedian, 1 fully agree with his letter
of last month. His |m“1mi illustration
of legal logic aptly summarised the pro-
ceedings of the Appeal Court which dis-
Reading the
report in the December issue of the
“Review™™. T was struck by the abundance
of sentiment and the absence of sense.
Initally, 1 was impressed by “Who is my
neighbour?’ and “Thou shalt not put

I'|'|jh"~L'd Mr. | l:I]L:\‘H Casc.

stumbling  blocks . . .7 et However,
when 1 had finished 1 felt sure it was time
to give the Good Samaritan his twopence
back. Three thousand vears ago Defence
could have argued, “l am not my brother’s
keeper.” Today they say, “Let Jack take
care of himself.” Only legal logic could
possibly reconcile the .uu:n.dllu contained
in the Master of the Rolls’ summing up
of the situation.

His Lordship quoted the Acts which give
certain people statutory powers to “dig
trenches in the pavement, but went on to
state that such powers were conditional on
such people having !LE_':JI'L[ for the many
SOrts md cot leum of persons using the
pavement and, furthermore, said that such
people must take all reasonable precautions
and see that the trench is adequately fenced

cuarded. Note the words, fenced or
iarded”. While admitting that, priwa
cie, punner-hammers, picks and shovels
were obstructions, he went on to say that
in the instance thev were there to stop
pedestrians walking the pavement and make
them walk in the road near the kerb.
Nothing could be more absurd. These
articles are nothing else but tools of a trade
and placing them on a pavement in front
of a trench will not and cannot change
their nature. It was #of the punner-hammer
which made sighted people step oft into the
road but the trench they eould see bevond
it. An ordinary person seeing a punner-
hammer on the tootpath with no danger
|‘l_"-. nda, '\‘.'Hl.'uli_l merely _\T.t'_‘[? over: It :l'-]l:F
continue on his wav. Protection should
be d:;hi;_{]'.tﬂ for those who need it most and
:".I.li'LEH or fences should allow for the max-
imum eventuality and in so doing they will
cater for the many sorts and conditions of
people His [ordship had in mind, and also

include the blind. Danger will sometimes
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mrovide its own warning, hut I‘uL‘\L.l'IlI.‘? oW n
wuard,  Pouring poison 1nto 4 milk bottle
:'\.\:H. not automatically change the colour
of that bottle to Ilue, nor l_.['._l\L'_T]IL‘ ‘I\'.IINL'!'
side to rib; nor write “Poison’” 1n red 10k
on the label. Qr, Alternatively, \\\‘l'lllll an

ed sc¢ vthe and ':‘ill |.1l-'1l'|.\ at onc L".'.l!. and
I.i lawnmower at the other automatically

nee into adequate safeguards to I'I]L_\LIIH
children falling into a compost pit at the
end of the law n?

[he decision of the \'I\Il\c_,'\] Court has,
| fecl. put those who dig holes ina pay ement
in a 'I\wuiun of priv ilege insofar as '.Im::.l .m.
decide what does or does not U\'_]“il'ulllL
adequate cuards; and ma y @ screw driv u nL"
l!,r.L"HL'Ll. .lllL’&||'_|.'ilLJ in certain clrcumstances s

\s very few do, 1 am not ?"\ll'!"l'-l‘\lL'l]. :l|..l.1
the Judiciary cannot appreciate that the
Llind do not need special x.;'1.'.11_=_gun|g‘-|11a.
Solid structures like lamp posts, parking
meters or adeguate cuards 1'lm.1'_-tl trenches
nrovide no hazard for the l‘.l'.ml.. Ii]'IL"‘-L
IL'.].I] be detected by sense Or SUHCR and
avoided, and if one does bump, the damage
suffered 1s more to composure than to
L"".l'|'|‘|'?~'.'|5|"|).

His H.“‘.'LI;?"E'il‘-"' !'i.".-('l't""'._L' Lo .\.'_\\'t'l.ll pre
CAUt1iONs 'JL|1‘\'-LI.L' ?]'L'(':I.l] ]‘-].-.L'l."\ rIVES 'II.L' 1]1\.'
imnression that he thinks that the majority
e lind people do, or perhaps should,
reside 1n special places is apparently
unasvare that the 1)'.\.|Ill(_'ll Persons l_|'|'.ll\lluu'_ :
ment t FIVES Us the rivht to wiork. A
. nent, for v hich our ( hatrman

to the Worl man’s Comp

ves WS -’_l]l..li =.']:'||I' '\'-11l.'

nle in case of acc ident at work.,

-'.qu-. deprived us of the right to

o and from work? Why

considered such an extra

of nature that a hlind man

on a4 quiet suburban road and

man, in 'I".:1"-=.|..I|-L Ol ;'.111'.1|1:;'

chould traverse the Queen’s

Our '|I.:\l|.|_'!IL'- niust be W ]1‘;! \11

We mniust remember that on the

. of his final appeal to the Housce of

the vital issue of W hether blind

have the I'i;_"l:’. to walk the

Queen’s | prhway W ith (_'l]li.l’ richts a4s III|I1:.'|'
|;L.tr|-]u. yr a man who not only lost his
hearing but also his livelihood through
-\trl‘.!ctr.f‘.u s.‘l‘ﬂ_.\ 1_.'|'\I11', IJ'ul\ couraygc must he

pplauded,  His cause is our cause and we

N

L REBI]

| e luty
are not only privileg , 1N
| - I Nannet
hound to support bt AN
possible.

Y ours Sinc ('1l']\ .
MikE DELANEY,
Vg

p.s. The total Ilind I"‘i‘lil-lli“'-‘ of Gireal
e OLiD = AN Q)
Britaln 1n December, 1962, was ! 1h‘\‘~..
The number of those who a tually = ent
o | h ¢ 10.099 s it
out to wWork cac n « was Ly, b :
not lik '5‘. that etween the hours of and
; : e I more
0 am. there will always b Iuln_m n ‘,,\I '|
LN e il 4 L8 LA «
people about than those “pottering
folk the Master ol the Rolls referred to:

Birth
DoONBAVAND. (i January '|_-]1!'- to the

; ' | windon,
wife of . Donbavand, of dwindon,

son— John Francis.

Deaths

Our deep sympathy goes gut this month

to the following

Brck.—To C. E. Beck, of Salfords, Surrey,
whose wife died suddenly on _|..||||..1|“-._
23rd Both Mr. and Mrs. Beck hay ¢
been in poor health for some considerable
1;1':'lL'.

AT e ) N \. Cazaly, of Peagson

AT Y e . .

|| [l X I|'||'\L' AR | lI.ILII. Ll l')L'L&""l"\"
ouse, wi v

12th.

| nelish, of (Castleford,
Y or ire, whose w ife died on I'ebruary
vl She had been ill for some consider
-._Il\ll'. e .|'.Ill lad heen ‘-l'l"-"ll‘-ll\ ill

hosnital since betore (Christms.

IrOD.— 10 . B. Filrod, of Shetheld, n
the sudden death of his wite on January
Lt

HiGas. o, T Kt | Liggrs of Dollis [ 1ill,
\\I|1II.-C mother died on _].Ill'l.ll"\ 24th. -

IS _.||.|;'\-u Ti 1o || I-. f\lll:_'_hll\]l_ -III I x.

h ston, in the los 04 l_li,'- sister on [‘ebruary

Gth.

LAIRD.— 10O A. Laird, ol oL llLlL'I‘.I'-\.‘\\glil‘-L'
hrother died shortly hefore ( I'nl'l“l_"-,l.l.\‘_
Oyur St. Dunstaney mourns the deaths of
two hrothers and a sister 1n the last ten
months.

PowieLL. To L. Powell, of l":r'r\'-\i:-:\lﬁ‘
Stafls., whose W ife died on 'ebruary 16th.
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Lance Corporal George Ernest Johnstone, Australian Imperial Forces
We have heard with deep regret of the death, on July 11th, of G. E. Johnstone, of Eastwood, New
South Wales, Australia, at the age of 70,
~ He served in the First World War from August, 1915, until September, 1919, and was a prisoner of
war for twenty months.
We send our very sincere sympathy to his widow and two children.
William John McLennan, 5/4 Re

With deep regret we have heard of the death in September last of W. J. Mcl
Australia; he was 806.

Army Ordnance Corps
n, of Sydney,
His war service was from April, 1917, until November, 1919, and he lost his sight as a result of
!||||'\1.I|I1 \i’_;l"; |'P' I MINE.

His wife predeceased him in 1959, and our deep sympathy is sent to his children.

Elmo Alexander William Tubman, 2// eld R

I'he death last year has
Wales, Australia, He was 6

He enlisted in June, 1940,
result of malnutrition whilst a prisc
February, 1946,

'lL

also been reported to us of E. ['ubman, of Narromine, New South
suffered loss of sight, impaired he: and other disabilities as a
r of war in Japanese hands. He was discharged from the Army in
aves a widow to whom our deep sympathy is sent.

Corporal Elijah Ernest Smith, rd Bin., Ausiralian Imperial Forces
We have also heard with deep regret of the
South Wal Australia, at the age of 67.

Fnlist in January, 1916, he

cath on July 25th, 1963, of E. E. Smith, of Coolah,

ved with the Australian Imperial Forces until June, 1919
ur deep sympathy to his widow and children.
Driver Signaller Arthur Douglas Smith, /57 N. -
We have heard with deep regret of the death on Septem
South Wales, Australia, He was 67,
He enlisted in March, 1915, and s
ntil his discharge in April, 1919, He wa
causing his retivement from work with the
He leaves a widow t

16, N.A.C. R

in September, 19

oOm ou Yy y goes.
Private C. C. Bailey, |

We have heard with deep .t of the death of |

He served with the Canac 3
by a shell in 1917,

e was a single man.

Corporal William Ernest Ridley, 25/
With deep regret we have heard of the death
1
[1is service with the Canadian 1

Orces w
» King's

il in 1935 in re
as later conterr life membership «

e leaves a widow to whom our deep syn

It 1s with deep regret that

Iiat, Alberta, Canada.  He 5
He served with the 1s

by the explosion of a land minc

raining in braille and typew

Services followed in June that year.

ledicine

Quyr deep sympathy is sent to his

Correction Grandfathers
he dedath of D. Atack, of Blackpool—a grand-daughter;
Corporal Edward Darnell, we said that he . Porster, of St. Paul’s Cray (Blanche had 2
A. Hancock,
of West Drayton, (a son for Sylvia on Jan-
uary Tth); J. Macfarlane, of Ilford (‘\-ci[-'rl:hi
a son on January 14th); and another grand-
child for |. McDonald, of Oldham.

In our report last month of t

v = - . lauchter nuarv 13 .
left sisters and brothers. In fact, he left Gauphct On January 13th);
il li.ltl'_'l||[t'l' and two

| sons to whom we
apologise for this mistake and send our

deepest sympathy in their loss.
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“In Aemorp”

Sergeant Ebenezer Gray, London Regiment

Wehave to record with deep regret the sudden death on January 27th of Ebenezer Gray, of Romford,
Essex. He was 77.

He served with the London Regiment from 1914 until 1917 and came to St. Dunstan's in 1948,
Due to his age, he did not undertake any training but he took great enjoyment from his frequent visits to
Ovingdean.

He was married twice and to his widow and all members of the family we send an CXpression of our
very sincere sympathy.

Bombardier John Glover Straughton, B.E.M., 2/ 10 Rayal Field Artiller)

We record with I.IK‘L'|1 regret the sudden death at his home on February 11th of J. G, hl’t':lll,l-.’.]”"'l.
B.E.M., of Workington. IHe was 67. i

He served with the Royal Field Artillery from 1912 until 1919, and was wounded at Albert, France,
in 1918. He ne to St. Dunstan’s in 1919 and trained as a telephonist,  Before his enlistment he had been
with the Workington lron and Steel C
until his retirement in 1961,  In the 19
when he retired after ifty years with his firm, he was the recipient of mar y ;I:'sl'h and 2o wl wishes.

He was a fine St. Dunstancer and he was very interested too in the British Legion and various local
activities,

ompany and he returned to them as a telephonist and remained there
53 New Year Honours, he was awarded the British Empire Medal and

I'r his wife and grown up family we send an expression of deepest sympathy,

Daniel Barker, Royal Canadian Rifies

It is with deep regret that we have heard of the death on June 3red last of Daniel Barker, of Hamilton,
Ontario, at the ag ),

Danny served in the Fiest World War with the Royal Canadian Rifles from January 1916, and came to
St. Dunstan’s for training in poultry farming and netting in 1917, returning to ( wda in September 1919,
He came back to England for al --||\||_\' in 1926, and again for an extended visit in July 1930, followed by
another holiday in 1936,  He corresponded regularly with Miss Wilson and it is from her that we have learned
that he would have been sailing for another trip to England on the day he was buried,

He was single and our deep sympathy is sent to his sister in her loss. She had the added misfortune
of falling and breaking an arm and a leg directly after the funeral.

Staff Sergeant Cecil Hastings Herdson, New Ze i Forces
With deep regret we record the death on September 12th of C. L Herdson, of Auckland, New Zealand.

He died at the age of 75 following several weeks in hospital.
|[L‘ ‘.'|||i\rL'l.! In .'\'Il_ ust |‘551‘-\|I:|I||\' '\../.[Jf..'\./..\][ l"lilt‘- :||L'!-H]i|.|' mnce., H\ received
his discharge in December 1919, He was trained in braille and typewriting by the New Zealand Institute for
the Blind.
He leaves a widow and son, Peter, to whom our dec p sympathy is sent
Trooper Redvers Buller Hodgson, Natal Mounted s

With deep regret we have he ard that R, B. Hodgson, of Natal, South Africa, died suddenly on October
30th last following a heart attack. He was 63,

He enlisted in August 1942, and served with the Natal Mounted Rifles until June 1945, His sight
failed whilst he was serving in the Middle East and he came to Ovingdean in 1946 for training in poultry
keeping, braille, typewr and handicralfts. He married in 1947 I returned home to South Africa with
Mrs. Hodgson in August of that year to set up a small poulery-holding.  In later years he changed his oecupa
tion to become a relephonist.

Mr. Hodgson and | vife, Mary, were in England tor an extended holiday trom January to November
1942, and Mrs. Hodgson may be returning to settle here with family in the spring.  There are no children
and our decp sympathy goes out to Mrs, Hodgson in her

Cecil Purkis, 74th Btn. Roval Canadia 0 iadian 1 egiment

With decpest regret we record the death on October 17th of Cecil Purkis, of Preston, Ontario, Canada
in his 80th year.

He enlisted with the 34th Canadian Army in June, 1915, and was later drafted to the Royal Canadian
Regiment, He was wounded in France, suflering the loss of both eyes and injuries to the left forearm He
was |iikL'|J.|1IL§u] from the services in January 1919,

He had previously come to 5t. Dunstan’s in November 1917, for training as a poultry farmer and he
returned to Canada in October 1918, He was last in England for a holiday in 1951, He was a keen musician
and had sounded the *Last Post” on the cornet for many Remembranee Day ceremonics. e will be greatly
missed at the ( adian Reunions and Annual Dinners where hi could always be relied upon o entertam the
guests w ith one of his many musical instruments

He was twice marricd, his first wife dying in 1948, Our deep sympathy is sent to Mrs, Purkis and
her three sons

(continued on previans page)
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