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Swanston, encouraged by s
friends, and assisted by Matron
K.rH;,{. culs the celebratory cake at
the 70th Anniversary party af
lan Fraser House,

From the
Chairman

[ want to introduce our new Council member
to you. He 1s Mr. Ken Wills who has just joined
us having recently retired from being Second

Master at Cranleigh School where, among

many other activities, he had taught physics
for many years. Starting next year you will be
meeting him and his charming wife Nan at
Reunions and other events.

This year 1s coming to an end and Christ-
mas approaches. Itis a time for happiness, for
giving, for getting together, for family. To all
our great St. Dunstan’s Family and to those
who support it Mary and I send our best
wishes for a very Happy Christmas.

fons
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gﬁ Christmas greetings

The staff of the Review, visiting staff and all other
departments at headquarters, lan Fraser House
and Pearson House, send warm greetings for
@ Christmas and the New Year, to all St. Dunstaners
»\ and our other readers.

e
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COMMANDER CONWAY

Simon Conway writes: ‘Please publish my
very grateful thanks for all the delightful
and kind letters and cards with their ‘get
well soon” messages, sent to me by St. Dun-
staners and their friends, 1 am only sorry
that I am not able to reply to them all per-
sonally. I much look forward to returning
to work in the near future.

BRIGHTON

TELEPHONE NUMBERS
From now on all Brighton telephone
numbers beginning with 3 have a 0 added
after the first 3, The number for Pearson
House and lan Fraser House. therefore,
has changed from 37811 to 507811, The
dialling code for Brighton remains

unchanged, however, as 0273,

Sandy Grant Dies

St. Dunstaners who attended Tembani
will be saddened to hear of the death ol
Mr, Sandy Grant, on August 25th, just 26
davs short of his 89th birthday. Sandy was
a regular visitor to Tembani, where he
would, amongst other things, read to the
men. He became a fivm [riend of all of the
St, Dunstaners attending, and maimnmtained
his contact with St. Dunstan’s throughout
his lile

Gardening
FEPOWS Beware!

Gardening FEPOWS should note that in
the coming season of events, the Garde-
ning Week in Church Stretton, from
September 5th to 12th, and the FEPOW
weekend at the Barbican Centre on Sep-
tember 7th and 8th, overlap, and so St
Dunstaners involved in both groups will
be faced with a difficult choice.

Places available
on 100km walk

[here are still places available on the
100km South Downs Way walk from 25rd
to 26th May, announced in the October
Review. Would any further interested part-
ies  please contact Ray Hazan at
Headquarters by the end ol December.

Brighton Social and
Sports Club

At the Annual General Meeting held at
lan Fraser House on November 2nd it was
resolved that life membership cards be
substituted for all members in lieu ol
annual subscription. All St. Dunstaners
and  their wives are entitled to lhfe
membership by application  to  the
Honorary Secretary, Miss Mary Stenning,
on forms which are available from lan
|f.l\l'l ||IIII\:'




Dancing in the Winter Garden

Anniversary Celebrations at Pearson House

Sadie Turner pins a celebratory rose on Peler’

Pipers .l'rslfﬂa '

Ihe November 1918 issue ol SL Dunstans
Review carried a report on an ‘At Home
held on the 16th October that vear at West
House. The occasion was the handing
over of the deeds of the property, which
we now know as Pearson House, by Mr.
Acdams, the President of the Grocers” Fed-
eration ol the United Kingdom, to Sh
Arthur Pearson.

I'he Federation had raised the money
lor the purchase of the House and M
\dams explained that a further fund was
intended, for the furnishing of this mag-
nificent hostel in such a manner as o
ensure the comfort and the well-bemmg ol
our brothers who have made such a
sacrihice for us
At Pearson House, exactly 70 vears later,
on Sunday 16th Ocrtober, Matron Chns
tine King held another ‘At Home' 51
Dunstaners and their guests were invited
to luncheon. 75 people sat i the Dining
Room and the temporarily converted
Quict Lounge, while a similar meal was
arranged for those in the Nursing Care
Wing who were not well enough to come
down

Belore lunch Matron brielly « \ir|.|||n o
the reason lor the ll'lr bration belore say

ing a Grace used by the Worshipful
Company ol Grocers. At the conclusion of
the meal and after the Loyal Toast she
read a poem, "West House' written by St.
Dunstaner Tommy McKayv, who was
among the guests. .

I'he weather was kind allowing the use
of the new Conservatory even though the
exterior doors had not been fitted. It
offered pleasant and quiet surroundings
for those not wishing to dance in the Win-

ter Garden where there was no shortage
of couples enjoying the music of Tony
Back at the electronic organ.

['he festivities concluded with the cere-
monial cutting ol a splendid anniversary
cake provided by Red Ball Catering.
George Swanston, assisted by Matron, cut
the cake supported by a chorus of his fel-
low St. Dunstaners, who had not long
before delivered a spirited rendering ol
‘Land of lei]!_‘ and Glory’

On this day . . .

by Sean Kelly

As another vear draws to a close, | present
a sort of collected 'On this dav... made
up of all the unusual and strange events
for which I couldn't find a particular date,
onlv the vear, A sort of 'On this vear. .. |
\I]]jl}‘l\('

For example, it was [orty years ago that
a message in a bottle was found, which
read: ‘Five ponies and 150 dogs remain-
ing. Desire hav. fish, and 30 sledges. Must
return early in August. Baldwin.!' I expect
that whoever found this believed the orig-
inal author had a very obliging milkman.
Mine has enough problems with one extra
pint, never mind 30 sledges. It transpired,
however, that Baldwin was an arctic
1'\[||1|1l']. who had written the note and
despatched it in 1902, T expect he got a
little milted as he stepped out ol his tent
EVETY MOrning, lm}um-_; the milkman had
left the supplies. Eventually he gave up
waiting lor the reply, and pressed on
regardless, for it 1s recorded that Baldwin
survived the arctic without any extra hay,

fish or sledges

One hundred and twenty five vears ago,
one Paul Hubert of the Bordeaux region
of France was convicted ol murder and
sentenced to hife imprisonment. A mere
21 wvears later, all of which Hubert had
-}|['1|1 in solitary conlimement, someone
noticed a little error. No matter how hard
vou try, even il vou are the most s ||I/U[|||

FeT ol schizophrenics,  murdering

vourselfis a little difficult. Mr. Hubert had,
in fact, been convicted of his own murder,
and it was decided that he should be
released. With a warning not to do it
again, | expect.

Seventy five years ago, Emperor Mene-
lik TI of Abyssinia, now Ethiopia, died.
Notable, if for nothing else, for the most
unusual throne ever. When in 1890 the
electric chair was used for the first time in
New York, the Emperor decided that this
method of population control was just the
thing for keeping plebians in order. Three
chairs were duly ordered [rom the Ameri-
can producers, and arrived, allowing 28
davs for delivery, not much later. I'm sure
that by now, seasoned readers of this
column will be able to guess what’s com-
ing next . .. Yes, they had no electricity at
that point in Abyssinia. A little put out by
this fact, Emperor Menelik 11 decided that
they could not go to waste, and so from
that point onwards, one was used as the
throne.

During 1963, America was lortunate to
have a new quiz show entitled ‘One hun-
dred grand’, which for those not familiar
with vulgar American slang translates as
rather a lot of money. In this show; people
doubtless carried out various embarass-
ing actions in a bid to win one hundred
thousand dollars. Tt was so successful it
ran lor three whole weeks. Today, quiz
shows run for vears and vears. Or does it
just seem that they dos:




The Handless Reunion, 1988

by Ted Miller

On the evening of Thursday September
29nd, the Handless Reunion members
met in the Annexe ol Iun Fraser House tor
a family party. Alter alot of frivolous chat-
ter and a parlour game, we settled down to
listen to our Chairman, David Bell, and
our President, Mrs. E. Dacre, outline the
programme tor the coming five davs.
Among our [riends present were Miss
Stenning, our Vice President, Air Vice-
Marshal Colahan, his wile, Ann, and Majo
Neve. Commander Conway, who is
usually with us on our first night, was
unable to be with us owing to 1ll health.
We all wish him a speedy recovery.

At 9.45 Friday morning we boarded the
coach for our visit to Chartwell, home ol
Sir Winston Churchill. We had a very
pleasant journey as the weather was fine
and sunny. When we arrived at about

Mrs. Broome, administrator at Chartwell, has a joke
with Tommy Gaygan.

11.45, we were met and welcomed by the
staff of the National Trust and some of Sn
Winston’s old retainers, including Mr. Vin-
cent, who was the Head Gardener at
Chartwell for many, many years. T'he pres-
ent Head Gardener told us that the estate
consists ol 80 acres made up of gardens,
parklands and woodlands and that 800 of
the large beech trees were lost during last
vear's terrible gales. They were still mov-
ing the tree munks while we were there,

Jelore we sat down to lunch we were
introduced to Mr, and Mrs, Winston Chur-
chill, the grandson of Sir Winston,
who gave us a talk about his early child-
hood at Chartwell and of Winston's great
love of the house and -.i-[{'llrl't:l VIEWS OVel
the Weald of Kent. He also spoke of the
many improvements that Sir Winston
made at the house and gardens, including
the amous brick wall which he butlt with
his own hands

\fter a very pood lunch we lelt the res
taurant and made our way to the house.
where we were divided into three groups
leved by \||\. |‘|I|r-1ll|l 2 .|1HH olonel and Mrs
Hyslop. It would be impaossible to write ol
evervihing we saw in the house, but here is
a short historv, When the National Trust
took over Chartwell in 1965, Lady Chun
chill gave a great many ol her own
i" t~ur|.|| treasures to I'L.Il.( the hiouse as it
was when Chartwell was the Lamily homi
In the hall ouwsicde Lady Churchill’s bhel
room dare a number ol paimtings by S
Winston, and there s a very hine portraint
ol Lady Churchill i the 11|.|‘.-.||-._' TOMOITL
painted by Douglas Chandlerin 1946, T T
PIRRASCLIITN VOraannns o oanilenln [ran Lol the colled
tion ol trophies and objects presented to
Sir Winston durime has hifetime and sonne
ol his unilorms, Sir Winst S studdy 1s the
neart ol vhartwell, ar r|_||--" o1 Lhe watl

he was to use it constantly over a 40 vear

period and produced most of his writings
here. The room 1s essentially as he left it
for the last time in October 1964

We really did have a wonderful tour,
and our thanks must go to all the stall and
auides who gave us so much of their thme
and knowledpe

On Saturday, which was a free dav until
the evening, Billy and Alice Griffiths went
in the morning to see Dickie Brett's wile
Pegeie in the nursing home, and
trernoon my wile, Audreyv Gavean and
Clare Loska vistted the nursing home too.
They found Peoo very  bright  and
cheerlul but verv [r. She sent her Lo
back to evervone

We departed | cdinner at the Roval
Pavilion in the ey NINg, Our gnests wert
Aiv Chiel Marshal Sir Neil Wheeler and
Lady Wheeler, and My and Mres, Michael
Recl. We werd <.|\~|-|||: ised to have Mr.and
Mrs, Wershblatt with us, i oaddition to I
Kniott and his wile, who sat at our tabl
| he music lor the evening was provided
by the members of the Breghton Youth
Orchestra, who i||.!'.l-| extremely well
then music being enjoved by all

On arvval we were ushered into the kit
chen tor adrink belore dinner. Our guile

1o 18 the curator of the Roval Pavilion

viee us oo talk about the kichen and e

'!I.I_'I'|1III 111 ii.lll{ll.{ L1y . |\‘|\--III WHCTC Wi

were to have our meal. The kitchen was
the most up-to-date and convenient kit-
chen of 1ts time when it was built. The
structural cast-iron columns have been

- . ; :
Viss Hamlin, Secretary at Chartwell, pins an oulsize




My. Winston Churchall, M.F. greets Joseph and ( laire Loska.

given a typically Pavilion flourish by being
disguised as palm trees. The kitchen also
contains a marvellous collection of cop-
per cooking utensils, and a huge cooking
range running the full width of the room.
There is also a huge fire place with a roast-
ing spit.

An elaborate menu fora dinnerin 1817
illustrates the compexity and high stan-
dards ol the cuisine — no wonder that
Ring George IV weighed 23 stone at the
time of his death, We were also told of the
splendid chandelier in the Banqueting
Room. Originally lit by gas, it is 30 leet in
height and weighs about one ton, and was
made, in London at a cost of around
£6,500. On the central table is a magnifi-
cent collection of regency silver-gilt plate
and gilt bronze. The most important of its
kind on public view.

John Proctor said Grace, and after a
good dinner and a very witty speech by
our chiefl guest Air Chiel Marshal Sir Neil
Wheeler, Bill Griffiths replied on owm
behalf, and a memorable evening came 1o
an end. I'm sure we were all very reluctant
to tear ourselves away lrom such grand
surroundings, and our thanks to all con
cerned, especially the young lady who told
us of the history of the Pavilion, the

catering stall and our yvoung musicians.

On Sunday morning alter church ser-
vice in lan Fraser House Chapel, we were
free until our departure for supper with
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Jones, last year’s
High Sheriff, at Berwick, near Lewes. This
vear turned out to be a most enjovable
evening, as they had invited their lamily
and many friends to meet us. Alter
another splendid dinner we were entex
tained by a prano recital, and a singsong ol
all the old familiar tunes. The words of all
the songs had been written out in long
hand by the family on the Kitchen table
the night belore so we would all know the
words. Once again we must thank our host
and all the helpers for making us so wel
come to their home and the little surprise
gift as we left, and I hope they enjoyed the
evening as much as we all did

On the Monday morming a group meet
ing was heldin the annexe. Mrs. Dacre and
Miss Stenning supplied the collee and
biscuits, and in the alternoon a meeting
and discussion with stall from |Il'.|l|r|||.l|
ters was held, Mr. Weisblatt ¢hared the
IIIl'\'1|[lI‘_"\ and also |a||"\:'rll wWert \|1-\ Maos
ley, David Castleton and Major Neve, in
addition to Dr, Fletcher who ke Ps us up
to date about limbs and gadgets [rom the

\ presentation for Elizabeth Dacre by David Bell.

Limb Fitting Centre at Rochampton,

Owing to the closure of the Kitchen on
the top Hoor at Ian Fraser House, where a
great deal of repair work is still being car
red out, we were unable to have owm
closing dinner in the Winter Garden as
lrl.mm-:l. and so at 65,50 we made our way
to the Gold Room at the Eaton Restaurant,
in Hove. After drinks and another excel-
lent meal I bet we all put on a few
pounds this weekend — the master ol cer-
emomies, our Chairman, David, rose to
\]N'\IL and to mtroduce Dr. Fletcher who
gave us another ol his short witt F.l”\\.
\fter this, David thanked St. Dunstan’s on
our behall, and presented Mrs Dacre with
a small gift from us all, with all our love
I here was also a small @bt for Mass Stenn-
ing, who helps Mrs. Dacre so much. We
had our two rather special guests again
this vear, Joan Higes, Fred's widow, and Tvy
Southall, Stan’s widow. It was grand that
they could be with us. Iris on these Sped 1al
occasions that we remember all our old
comrades., We missed Ann and Air Vice
Marshal Colahan who had to miss our last
||I'_{f|| We remembe red too our Inends
Bill and Betry Black, who were with us last
year. M. Weishlatt wound up the evening
putiing us in the picture of what 1s being
done on our behall by St Dunstan’s. Alter
having our photograph taken by David
Castleton we then Proced dled back to lan
Fraser House in time to get to the bar lor a
drink belore closing tme

P sure [ speak fon Ul of us when 1 say

“Thank You' to all the stafl up at Head-
quarters and to Major Neve and the stafi
at lan Fraser House for then help and
assistance over the weekend, not forget-
ting of course the mransport staff.

——

Ceavent Obern chicts with My, Churehill

The Criffiths and Lethbridees engoy a mided




BLIND BOWLERS PLAY THE PROFESSIONALS

by Edna Cope

Johnny and Edna Cope (left)
with Tony - \leock and
Daznd Bryant.

The fourth World Blind Bowls Tourna-
ment is to take place at Harare. Zimbabwe,
in June 1989 and, as with most sports fon
disabled people, money is necded to help
send a team Lo represent England.

[ this end, Bristol and West Building
Society  organised a w]:t_‘{].ll event  at
I'hornbury Leisure Centre, situated just
outside Bristol. It was given the title ‘Blind
Bowlers and Professionals Tournament’
[he idea was to promote interest and
hopefully gain some sponsorship. [he
team for Zimbabwe has already been
selected, and consists of six plavers, ont
male and one female in each category ol
1r|1t1ll11t 88,

So. on the alternoon ol Wednesday
October oth, eight blind and visually
handicapped bowlers, live of whom will
represent England in Zimbabwe, took to
1hi 'Il.l]l[illll mcloo ETeCn, Cad |1 deter
1II]IH'C['|lJib|.I\ their bhest, and be one ol the
two 1o partner cither Tony Allcock o
David Brvant in the match the next diny

[he two sighted world class howlers
watched the pames and agreed with every
one present that the standard of bowlhng
wits extremely high — and why not, we all
winted 1o e on that greecn the next day

‘-\_H}I [lll \\|I||I|‘- |II||II|\I'| (RARL \IIrI, (BRRERE!

two bowlers. In the end, 1t was |H|l||1|\
Cope and  partially-sighted Keith Bell
whose nerves of steel and determination
carried them through to the next day’s
|||.l\.

[he four plavers tossed for partners.
and Johnny partmered David  Bryant.
David Rhys Jones, the BBC commentator,
Was 1n |n:\||i=|1| at the mic I"i'l“"" L and e
introduced each player to the r asonably
large audience seated in the tiered seats
around the green. For some reason it took
longer to imtroduce the two famous bowl
ers — mavbe thev've won more honours
I||.|1| we ]I.I‘.I ]

As Johnoys helper I was rather over
awed at the start ol the game, but any
nervousness soon disappeart d because of
the warm [riendliness that surrounded us

We had the -\|||.|.|-|’..-1|||1.~:-".~.\|:|||| el

Cnee .|[=-||].|'\|I|]-'\|:\\]-.-1n‘ lony Allcodd

and David Brvant diud evervihing to ke
us leel relaxed

It was a very close and excitmg gamie
which ended m victory o |'|i|I|II'-. 1l
Lony alter ameasune on the Last end. Brs
tol and West Banldimg Socety Prest e
silver plated salvers to Ul par ticipants, and
IO _|.||..!||| oy L0000 1o the com

1 I nglish National

Association ol Visually Handicapped
Bowlers,

Johnny and 1 felt it was a wonderful
experience, one that we shall remember
for a long time.

Tt’s something that may never happen
again I'm still coming back to earth’,
Johnny later told the Revien.

LOWESTOFT BOWLS
TOURNAMENT

by Percy Stubbs

On Saturday September 3rd, St, Dunstan’s
Bowls Club, their wives and helpers tra-
velled to  Lowestoft  [or the  last
tournament of the outdoor season. Not
knowing what the weather would be like
at this most easterly point ol the British
Isles, summer clothes, and waterprools
were all packed, and fortunately on arriv-
ing at our destination the sun was shining
in all its glorv.

On the Sunday morning we all went to
the bowling greens for a practice game,
and to meet many old friends among the
85 competitors Again the sun was shin-
ing. and it was shirt-sleeve orde
throughout the day. On Monday the tour-
nament was opened by the chairman ol
the Wavenev District Council who wel-
comed all of us to Lowestolt, and
promised us sunshine for the rest of the
week. He was right, and we were lortunate
enough to enjoy one of the few weeks ol
real summertime we had during the
whole season. We were sad to hear that M.
ken Dean, the tournament secretary was
ill during the tournament. but through
the week we had regular bulletins which
told us his health was improving. M
Gordon Vincent with other members ol
his committee stepped and did a won-
derful job in making the tournament such
a happy and suce esshul one

Our bowlers were soon taking part in
the compe titions, and as the week went by,
most ol us reached the (uarter, semi
and linal stages. Bob Osborne won the
mixed triples with his two partners, anc
Jackie Prvor lost narrowly i the totally
Blind final, Well done St Dunstaners i
vou don’t win trophies, vou still win mam

new friends, so there are no losers really.

This tournament seems to be such a
happy time, not only on the bowling
green, but in the evenings when the enter-
tainment is supplied by the people ol
Lowestoft.

On Monday evening we are always
invited to the Lowestolt Football Social
Club for a night of dancing, a good old
fashioned sing-song and plenty of liquid
refreshment. Wednesday evening we were
entertained at the Victoria Hotel with a
similar programme to Monday night.
['hursday evening the St. Dunstan’s party
and a few close friends went to the Gorles-
ton Pavilion to a Country and Western
Show, and also we were entertained by the
manager of the Pavilion, who is a very
funny comedian, with his jokes and stories
in the real Norfolk dialect. I had trouble
explaining the meaning ol some of his
expressions to Bob Osborne, but this is
understandable, as you can’t expect a
Welshman to understand good English.

Friday night the prize-giving and social
evening, with a buffet and more liquid
refreshment, was held at the Victoria
Hotel. Bob Osborne and Jackie Pryor
received their trophies, and then Jackie
was nominated by the committee as the
player of the tournament, for which he
received a trophy to be held for a vear.
Surelv the selection committee for the
Home International must consider Jackie
as a candidate to represent England, as
during his short time in the bowling
world, he has twice been runner up, and
was winner of the National Tournament
in 1988, and this year’s Rose Bowl at
Weston-super-Mare.

Next vear's World Tournament to be
held in Zimbabwe will have two St. Dun-
staners on the national team, and we wish
led Brown and Johnnv Cope every suc-
cess, and we all hope they will return as
world o |1.1II1]:i::IIN.

On behall of St. Dunstan’s Bowling
Club, mav we thank Mr. Weisblatt and all
at head office for the help they give us all
throughout the vear, and also Comman-
der Conway and Major Neve and the staft
at IFH for their kind help, always shown
when we visit Brighton, To all the drivers
who take us round the West Country, and
(inally to Lowestolt. tor all their help and
good company while they are with us.




ST. DUNSTAN’S AMATEUR
RADIO SOCIETY WEEKEND —

14th/16th October 1988
by Arthur Taylor (S.W.L.)

As members of the Society converged on
lan Fraser House for their third get-
together in 1988, many were recalling that
it was almost precisely one year to the day
since some had to abandon their attempts
to reach Brighton because ol the hurri-
cane that struck the South of England,
leaving a trail ol damage and destruction
in its wake, We were all aware that lan
Fraser House had sustained a good deal of
damage during that storm and, Head-
quarters had advised everyone who had a
booking that major building work was in
progress and this could mean residents
could |:1:.~.‘iif1]\ find the disturbance and
the loss of some lacilities could ultimately
spoil their enjovment. We were, therefore,
given the opportunity ol cancelling om
bookings, but the amateur radio [ratern-
ity are a highly enthusiastic bunch and
were not gomg to be easily put off by a bit
of noise. In the event, the attendance (o
the weekend meeting was above average,
and this was most encouraging,

I'he proceedings began in earnest on
the evening ol Friday 14th. Whilst the
Committee were in session elsewhere, the
rest ol the membership gathered in the
Winter Garden [or an informal chat, and
on this occasion we were delighted to be
able to welcome three new members into
our circle — David Bell, Douglas Field and
George Shed. It was quite evident from
the way things were going that the week-
end was Il_illil]}_' Lo prove to be a ]1”._:[-
success and, as matters progressed, this
carly assumption turned into fact

[he following morning, the Chairman,
Bill Shea (GAALT). « .[n-m-rl the meeting by
welcoming everyone present and, in part
cular, said 1t gave him very great ]:Ir.mm'
to welcome the three new members, He
then handed over to the Seoretary, led
John (GASE]). and the morning session got
under way, In reading out the names ol

those who sent their apologies, Ted said
that one of these was none other than Jefl
Bond (VE3W]B) who lives in Ontario,
Canada. He had, in lact, intended to visit
the United Kingdom this yvear with the
object of joining in on this particula
meeting, but he explained that he had not
been well of late and had no alternative
but to cancel his arrangements, However,
he has indicated that he fully intends to
make the trip across the pond as soon as
circumstances permit, and there is no
doubt that he will receive a very warm wel-
come [rom his fellow St. Dunstaners,
especially from those who are members ol
the Society.

For the benehit of those who wish to
contact Jetl on the air. or just to listen in to
him, he has a regular schedule on Mon-
davs at 2100 hours GM.I. on the
[requency 21,200 MHz. He  will b
delighted to make your acquaintance
When  his  membership  was  first
announced at a previous meeting, It was
\Hggt'\lt'li that the best wav to remmember
his callsign (VESW]B) was to think of the
last three letters as standing for "Work-
~|1rr]1- John Brown' because of its obvious
connection with Ian Fraser House, and [on
that reason I think it is worth repeating
||I'|!'

Farlier this vear, a proposal was put for
ward that the Societv should organise a
day trp to Dieppe, and it was agreed that
this would be arranged provided there
was sullicient support Irom the member-
ship. Several members mumated that they
would like to ir,!l1lt|.|1.|li_ and Ted [||||||
saiel that he would Like evervone who
wanits to take |:.||1 i this cross=channel
event to let him know, as a matter ol somi
urgency, about then intentions so that all
the necessary travel arrangements can b
1lt||[||'

Invegard tothe Kale idoscope Competi

tnon introduced by the Chairman at this
vear'’s A.G.M., the closing date for entries
1s now 31st December, 1988,

[o round ofl the morning session, there
came the news that the Society had
received a very generous gift of a Samson
ETM-80  (Memaory) Electronic  Morse
Keyer kindly donated by Herr H. Samson
(DIZBW) of West Germany, and Frank
Watts (GHBM). Expressions of apprecia-
tion have been sent to both gentlemen
andl, in the meantime, Ted John has volun-
teered (1) to try out this advanced piece ol
valuable equipment and report back in
due course

Omn that note, the mornings proceed-
i!lup were brought to a close, but it was
known that George Cole (GAAW]) wished
to address the meeting. George belongs to
the very exclusive First Class Operators
Club (FOC), whose rules ol entry are so
stringent that anvone who qualifies for
membership can truly be regarded as a
master in the art of sending messages
through the medium of the Morse kev.
I'he Club is international and the mem-
bership is limited to 500 at any one time.
1oy mmlii\. dn .Jir|||'1<.ml must he spon
sored by five persons from two diflerent
continents and be capable of sending
morse at a minimom rate of 30 words per
minute with 100% accuracv. The Club
recently celebrated its 50th Anniversary
andl, to mark the occasion, members met
at the Lord’s Taverners in London, which
Creorge and his wife, Elsie, attended. He
spoke ol his pride in being there, not for
hl'\ (R ]Ji'i~t'[|.|| satislac [illll_ !llll he AlISC
he was there as a e presentative of the St.
Dunstan’s Amateur Radio Society and, at
the same time, he had been able 1o meet
]st'f!i||[' Irom all parts ol the globe who,
until then, had been a contact via his
Morse kev, The function had obvioush
macle a dee P npression on him, and one

mcident created

an even larger mpres-
ston on his waller. He related how he had
viven Elsie a £5 note 1o buv drinks from
the bar, When she returned, he held out
his hand [or his change got only two coins
dripped Into it Where's the rest:
demanded Irli'lf_"i | hat's all there as!
saldd Elsie: "It came 1o £3.500 So il vou
should 1:.||||H n o meet George in the ban

it lan Fraser House and he doesn’t sound

quite his usual sell, the only reason will he
that he hasn't yet come out of his state of
'\I“]{ ]'\: .

After lunch, the President of St
Dunstan’s, Colin  Beaumont-Edmonds,
M.C., joined the meeting in the annexe to
hear the guest speaker, Tom Douglas.
M.B.E. (G3BA) give a talk on his part in
the operation of clandestine radio during
his time as a Far East PO.W. working on
the Burma/Siam railroad. The very
nature of the subject had aroused con-
siderable interest amongst all those
present, and it was also interesting to note
that there were others in the building who
thought so, too, because by the time Tom
got to his feet, the room was crowded. Per-
haps the best indication of this can be
gauged by the fact that, when the tea trol-
ley arrived in mid-afternoon, it was found
that |]n'1|==|'1u;|]r]l:nl;lul:Hp'-;ul{l-\.mu‘lk
it carried were not enough and a further
supply had to be brought in.

I'he Society has always had the happy
knack of providing a speaker who is infor-
mative and interesting as well as being an
expert in either his or her particular field,
and Tom Douglas was no exception. From
the moment he began to speak and up to
the conclusion about 80 minutes later, his
audience sat in rapt attention with barely
a cough to interrupt his story. So vivid was
his account of that period in his life that it
was not difficult to conjure up in the mind
the events he was describing. Perhaps
more so on those occasions \\'|1L'Ii he
related  discussions with the Japanese
guards, because he was also able to put
over their manner ol speaking in English.

He began by saving that he had fel
highly honoured to have been invited to
aive his talk to the St. Dunstan’s fraternity
and went on to provide briel details about
himsell. Prior to the outbreak of World
War 2, he was a BBC engineer based in
Birmingham and he had been a licenced
damateur radio operator since 1937, When
the Jupanese swept across South-East Asia
at the end of 1941, he was serving as a 2nd
Licutenant with the Roval Signals, i Sin
gapore. Alter the surrender ol the island
they were taken prisoner and marched ofl
It l.J]rII\lI\ and were FIvVen the task of
building themr own prison camps. This
whole episode was a shattering experl




ence to everyone and he quickly realised
that as news [rom the outside world from
then on would be virtually nil, morale was
bound to suffer. He went to his C.0. and
suggested that they should obtain a radio
set by whatever means possible and this
was agreed, even though the punishment
for being found in possession of such
equipment was death. Of course, acrually
being able to get hold of a set presented
the biggest problem, but under such con-
ditions ingenuity will always prevail and
Tom was soon in business. Their big break
came when a working party that had been
detailed to clear a warehouse discovered a
large stock of radio components. The
problem was how to get them out to Tom
without arousing the suspicions of the
guards. Luckily they had recently received
that very rare commodity insofar as a Far
East PO.W. camp was concerned — Red
Cross parcels, The boxes were then filled
with a selection ol various components
and then smuggled out to Tom right
under the noses of the guards. The fact
that Tom was there at lan Fraser House
and reliving those days for us, proved that
he was never caught, although he was
once betrayed by a fellow prisoner (not a
British national) who was desperate (o
better treatment and had decided that
this was the best way of gaining favow
with his captors. He led the guards out to
the latrines where the radio was normally
hidden but, by sheer good lortune, Tom
had decided to hide it in a different place
in the bush. The guards were furious ai
having their time wasted and gave the
young man a very bad beating. A few days
later he took his own lile.

Tom said that he has never been an
emotional man, but there was one
moment in those long vears ol captivity
when he weplt quite unashamedly. He had
been working on a radio set which, he
thought, would give him a range ol not
more than a lew miles. To his astonish
ment the first words that he heard were
spoken in English and, even more ama
ngly, the voice was coming  lrom
All-India Radio. Alter a lew moments the
announcer said "We are now going over 1o
London lor the latest 1news And then
lrom across I|:l'|'|||l'| \I:l['ill the worled, T
heard the chimes of Big Ben, and he cried

It was not ditficult for us to understand his
reaction at that time, but he said that his
feelings had been heightened when he
realised it was his own Daventry transmit-
ter that was relaying that broadcast to him.

Despite all the horrors of the building
of the railway, there were still touches of
humour. There was the occasion when a
party ol officers who had been working in
the area of the River Kwai, had discovered
a very tempting pool. Feeling hot, sticky
and dirty [rom their exertions, they threw
off their clothing and dived in. Thev had
been splashing around quite happily for
some time when one officer suddenly let
out a blood-curdling seream and ran to
the bank clutching the lower part of his
anatomy. They all followed him to find out
what was causing him such distress and
when they finally persuaded him to move
his hands away. to their astonishment they
saw a fish hanging on like grim death! It
seemed that the fish had been attracted to
what must have seemed to have been
something out ol the ordinary 1o its daily
diet and had snapped up the opportunity
when it was presented!

I'he fate of the prisoners seemed to
have been sealed when, alter so long in
captivity, they were loaded on to a train,
but thev had no idea where thev were
being taken. Conditions i the trucks were
hot and uncomlortable but they were
allowed to slide the doors back 1o get as
much air as possible to circulate. After
several hours ol travelling, Tom said that
he was sitting in the open doorway ol his
truck when he spotted a bomber heading
towards the train with bomb doors open
and in a position to attack. He shouted a
warning to the others and they were about
to qjump oll when the aiveralt suddenly
closed its bomb doors, waggled 1ts wings
and made ofl, Two davs later the war in the
Far East came to an end and 11 was then
that they learned that the bomber had
abandoned s attack on the traim hecanse
at the very last minute, its observer had
realised that the men crowded o the
doorways ol the trucks were POW's, Fon
his intiative, they were all very pleased to
hear that he Tater receved a commenda
[RIRIE

At the conclusion ol Tas talk, Tom was

warmly applauded by evervone present

for this really had been an experience and
a privilege to have heard this first-hand
account ol one very brave man’s war. Jim
Padley (( HDNHJ) very kindly recorded the
talk, and the tape will be available
through the cassette library in due course.

The general concensus of opinion after
another get-together in the Winter Gar-
den on the Sunday morning was that this
had been a memorable and successtul
meeting. At this time last year, we were
paying tribute to all the staff at IFH for the
way that they had coped with the situation
after the devastation caused by the hurri-
cane. Precisely 12 months later we again
have to express our grateful thanks to
them for the cheerful manner in which

they have carried on in very difficult cir-
cumstances.

Finally, the dates of the meetings for
1989 are as follows:—

Friday March 10th to Sunday March 12th;
Friday July 21st to July 23rd;
Friday October 20th to Sunday October

22nd.

['he Committee wishes to point out that
it is in the best interests of all members to
make their bookings with Headquarters
for those dates at the earliest opportunity.
The accommodation at lan Fraser House
is always in great demand and it makes
rood sense to stake your claim now and we
look forward to meeting again.

BRABANTA FOOD CHOPPER

['his is the Brabanta Food ( hopper, seen
here ably demonstrated by St. Dunstaner
Tom Page. The chopper will cut any veg-
etable, and even raw meat.

['he food is placed within the cvlindri-
cal base of the chopper, which should be
on a chopping board. The top handle is
then pressed down with a sharp motion,
and the more vou cut the finer it goes.
lom said T find it very useful. especially as

both myself and my wife are blind’. Bra-
banta also make a potato chipper which
operates along the same principles. Both
should be available through many high
street stores, priced ataround £4.40. If you
should have any difficulty finding them,
they can be purchased direct from:— Bra-
banta, Blackfriars Road, Nailsea, Bristol,
BS19 2SB. Telephone 0272 810 600.




Vbove: Ernie Broumn's prizewinning rocking horse 1s

admred by Lorvd Skelmersdale.

Below:  Phil  Duffee
demonstrales a talking comprder

expilains

(¥R

Ray

Sherif]

Lawrwe Austin explaiming the finer pomnls of archery as Jf] rry Lyneh and Wedford Dazvies prepere to shoot

LORD SKELMERSDALE VISITS ST. DUNSTAN’S

Lord Skelmersdale, Parliamentary Under-Secretary
ol State, Department ol Social Sccurity, visited
Pearson House and lan Fraser House on 21st
October. He was met at Pearson House by \1!|1|i|.t|t1|
the Fleet Sir Henry Leach who introduced M
William Weisblatt, Secretary; Major Arthur Neve,
Deputy  Administrator, Brighton Homes: Matron
Christine King and My, Keith Martn, Pensions and
Admissions Olflicer.

During a short tour the Minister

Handicralt Room, Winter Garden and the Nursing

visited the

Care Wing meeting and talking with a number of St.
Dunstaners.

Lord Skelmersdale was met at lan Fraser House by
Miss Sue Reynolds, Supervisor of Care Assistants and
Dr. Martin Knott. Belore lunch he took sherrv with
some of our lady St. Dunstaners in their own lounge,
Later he saw training courses going on in braille, use
ol computers, typewriting and. in the \uJ]|\~}lH]J\.
wrought iron work and picture framing. He also
looked i on leisure activities in the Handicraft

Room, swimming, bowling and archery,

Vhaoe: Jesse Mills shows the candlestick holder he is

working on,

Below: Matron King explains the use of a spec 1l bath

al Pearson House




Lawrie Austin’s Fiftieth Anniversary

by David Castleton

The letter is signed 'W. G. Askew’ and
dated 21st August 1938 and the opening
paragraph reads. ‘Dear Austin, This is to
confirm that St. Dunstan’s is prepared to
employ you at a salary of £3 weekly plus
vour keep from approximately the st
October” Lawrie has kept it all these years
along with other souvenirs and photos
gathered over fifty years ol service to St.
Dunstan’s as a member ol stall and as a
voluntary helper in retirement.

Lawrie’s school days were spent in
Highbury. Later he went to work for
Albion Motors in Willesden and it was
through his work there that he became St.
Dunstan's first coach driver. The job that
became virtually a liles work began
almost by accident: ‘I had been in Man-
chester demonstrating a coach. When 1
got back [ was told I had an interview with
St. Dunstan’s, Regent’s Park, The idea was
to take the coach for a demonstration and
go back to the works but I was ollered a
job. In due course he delivered the com-
pleted coach and joined the stafl in
Brighton. ‘It was a stormy day — it poured
with rain. I arrived here, there were no
men in the House because the building
had just been opened. I was met by M
Llovds. My next job was to Brighton Sta-
tion to pick up a load ol men — practically
a full coach.

Lawrie was among the firse stall at the
newly opened House at Ovingdeanand in
the following vears it [ell to him to be in at
the beginning ol other phases in the life ol
St. Dunstan’s, He took the hrst coachload
ol St. Dunstaners to Melplash Court, in
Dorset. at the outhreak ol war and, Later, in
1940 he began the transler to Church
Stretton. T moved up to Church Stretton
until called up for the Roval Air Force. My
wile was in London and @ was in Shrews
bury. It was a bit ol a tough time becase
we couldn’t see cach other because ol the
distance and transport was very difhicult!

Nevertheless he has some good memao
ries ol those davs!"We had two Frenchmen

and a Pole. Both the French lads were
blind and the Polish chap could just see
with one eye a little bit. Matron Paine said,
“Lawrie, would you take these three
they want to buy forage caps at the army
stores.” 1 said 1 would take them in, not
thinking about the language. You can just
imagine when [ got into Shrewsbury.
None of them could speak English and I'd
got to buy hats for them! We got through
it. Another time the local farmers had
plenty of fruit on the trees so would St
Dunstan’s send up some men to pick
apples. I had to take them to Hope Bow-
ler, These lads were all voungsters, all
around the twenties. They started ¢limb-
ing the trees! One got up a tree, his [oot
slipped and a branch went up his trouser
leg, There was another man with a knife
trving to cut his trouser leg, We had a hell
ol a job getting them down. They were
oreat fun, though. I was sorry to go into
the Roval Air Force and leave them all!
Lawrie served with a training squadron

Lawrie Austin (eft) poses with  fellow  ground

crie merbers

With the first St. Dunstan’s coach at Ovingdean,

based at Abingdon and Stanton Harcount
working first on airframes and later on
engines. lowards the end of the war, in
1945, he was transferred to the Fleet Air
Arm, T was lucky because the Navy started
demobbing quicker than anvone else and
I was fortunate enough to get out quick
back to St. Dunstan’s.

In the post=war years as ]t.m»-.iucn'[
Manager, Lawrie supervised the upgrad-
m_l_:niH[.Ihmxi.m\.n':lm[:nl't leet, 'Tchose
my own stall which, fortunately, I had for
20 vears so we were a good group, Each
chap had his own job and it went very well.

In 1978 he retived alter H) years service,
Every dav —although it is the same sort of
joh was a dilferent day and what 1 got
out ol it was helping someone whao is dis-
abled. Although 1T would not call it
disabled. Theyvive got asnag that’s all and if
vou can help them to enjov life a little bit
ot and help

more. whatever |-r|) theyv've

them on their way

15 that (BRRRTS Lawrie was already
imvolved - another way ol helping St
Dunstaners. In his off=dury times he had
heen proneering archery for blind arch
ers, 1 started archery mysell atter T had an
accrlent workimg on the coaches here. 1
hort my back so my son sugeested mving

archery asasort ol an exercise, which 1 i

and that would be about 25 years ago o
perhaps nearly 30. To be quite honest
blind archery was Jock Carnochan’s idea
and we talked about it. We tried down in
the old rifle range to see what we could
do’

I'he lirst necessity was a method of aim-
ing blind and thev tried an adjustable
stand to assist the blind archer to line up
on the target, "The very first stand I ever
used was an old drip-stand we had in the
garage. | brought it out and put a T-piece
on top, telling the man to line the back ol
his bow hand against that and then the
spotter put him in line!

Ihere  have been  variations  and
improvements on the sighting svstem but
basically it was the break-through that has
led not only to the success of St. Dunstan’s
\rchery Club but the \}111'.11! ol the sport
among blind people world-wide. Law
rence Austin took courses with the Guaild
ol Archers to obtain his coaching qualili-
cation. He played a big part in obtaining
recognition of the Club by the Grand
Natonal Archery Society which opened
the wav to competition with sighted clubs.
He has seen the numbers of St Dunstan
ers involved morease o 35 and he has
shared then dehight 1 victories oves
sighted teams icluding the Army and
Rowval A Force.




A greal archery occasion al Buckingham Palace.

In 1986 he was presented with a Torch
[Tophy for his services to blind archery by
His Roval Highness The Duke of Glouces-
ter. Did he feel proud? I asked. “It is the
men who have done the job. I have told
them what to do and how to do it, found
the faults between us and they have done
the work. I've stood at the back now and
said try it, it’s up to you and they have
pulled it off. So you can put the praise on
them. I've only helped!

Since the days when he gave up his
evenings while still working at St. Dun-
stan’s, Lawrie has gone on coming in to lan
Fraser House on Tuesdays and Thursdays
for a tew hours coaching. repair work,
setting up and dismantling the field or the
indoor range in the Annexe. "The person
who has really helped me is my wile. She
has backed the whole lot. She works very
often as a spotter and when we have been
away and the odd thing wants repairing
she has got the needle and cotton out.

[here has not been much time for his
own archery: 'l was shooting about three
weeks ago and 1 realised 1 need more
shooting. It doesn’'t worry me that 'm not
'-«Ill:tlTIIlfﬂJ 1IIIll|| hecause 1||l |Jt'1]{1i1 't
geting really is seeing a4 man get oul ol a
wheelchair, and stand up. Ihat's Fred Gal
wav, When he fivst came to me he was i a

wheelchair but he is walking about with
sticks now. He is quite happy and he says
that archery did Itt'l]] him. That is quite a
medal i itsell isn't 1t7

Archery has kept Lawrie in close con
tact with St. Dunstan’s: 'l do value that.
You know the time goes on and vou don't
realise it unul someone tells vou one day
vou've done Lty vears and what are vou
going to do about itz I'm going to carry on
as long as 1 can. I'm not giving up vet. I'm
like the lads, 1 don’t want to sit down, |
could never do that. It 1s an interest, too,
because they are great pals of mine really
and I've known their families. 've seen
their families grow up as we 11 so vou se
vou belong almost to the Tamily here, 1
think I'd be actually lost now without it

ADDITIONS TO CASSETTE
LIBRARY
L he following cassette has been added 1o
the mailing list, and can be obtained in the
ustal manner

R78, CO90. Lows Varney on the Fhstory
ol Radio and Wireless, June 88

By the time you read this, shopping days
left before Christmas will be mercifully
limited. II vou are one of those people
who brag about having completed thei
Christmas shopping by the previous June,
then yvou will kick voursell for vour haste
when vou hear about what is available! Be
warned, though, vou will need a large
sack, and an even larger cheque book in
some cases! I shall mention the most
expensive item last, otherwise yvou will
have nothing left in your pocket for the
smaller presents.

Do vou get frustrated trving to get paste

out ol those modern plastic toothpaste
tubes: They used to be made of soft metal,
which stayed rolled up! Fortunately, Keep
Able (full addresses at the end of the arti-
cle) supply a Tube Squeezer at £1.60. 1t has
not been tried out by the author. The
catalogue describesitas a one handed, key
II1:1|H|'_,'lr[u'l.ﬂ!tm.\h:]nl||:'rll|'a\{'\ (well, a
very simall one) from shiding around as you
carve by using the “Fixit WorkStation'. A
spiked surface ‘grips’ the item being cut.
Ihe boared costs £349 (excl. VAT), You may,
however, prefer to use a slicing guide
]i||r|'||.|1 E10.65, to shice turkev when cold
yorth boards ¢an he used L\ll]l the Toasy
(n p knile, which has a handle more akin
1o a tenon saw handle, and ranees in ]:ti\ ¢
from £8.99 serrated blade and £9.20
smooth blade. The same company also
sells “tap turners’. These convert ordinarny
bhasin and bathroom aps anto. mor
TN able lever ].l[l‘\ without all the fuss

ol getting o plumber [ hese levers [t

$K

over either the star or round handled taps
and cost from £7 a pair for basin taps and
£32 for bathroom taps. Contact Keep
Able for their catalogue which contains
many more items than mentioned above.

Whilst on the subject of washing, how
about a tap which vou do not need to
touch or turn on! As you place your hand
beneath the spout an infra-red beam is
broken, so turning the water on. Clos O
Mat, the suppliers of that famous "hands-
off” loo, warn that the tap requires a high
water pressure, so that this may well
double the £180 cost of the tap if you have
to install a pump as well.

Have you ever dreamed of stepping out
ol your bath or shower and being dried by
sources other than vour own etforts? Clos
O Mat again, can supply not a hand
maiden, but a "Luxaire’ at just under £400.
It looks like a mirrored bathroom cabinet.
At the bottom is a vent which swivels from
vour head to your toes, pumping out
warm air. Electricity vouchers are not sup-
plied!

It was the walrus who said, "The time has
come’. Though once Sharp ceased pro-
duction of their talking clock, ‘time has
verv much gone'! Now there is vet one
more variation available via Men'’s Sup-

Pyramid clock. No marks [or guessing its
shape, which measures six by two and a
hall imches at the bhase and is about hve
inches high. The ‘time speak” button is on
|I'FI_I\".I'\I|\,l(i1'\\i]!ll'..llll1|lll'\\}|l!|l'|l|]i‘
appears very stable. Iam not sure which is




worse, the female voice or the electronic
rooster alarm call. Fortunately, the latter
can be switched over to a bleep. The con-
trol settings are under the base, and not
too small; all the usual functions are avail-
able and the unit comes with braille
instructions. Also under the base, is the
visual digital readout. If anyone can pro-
vide a sensible answer as to why a sighted
person should have to pick the clock up to
see the time, instead of having to listen to
that ghastly read out, then they will be
supplied with a free clock! The unit takes
four AA batteries.

A common problem among St. Dun-
staners these days, is their hearing
difficulty. If you have a hearing aid with
the “I" position, do not forget the use of
induction loops, which can either fit
around the neck or the room. They plug
into the ear-phone socket of vour radio,
TV, tape recorder or talking book and
feed the sound directly to vour hearing
aid. Neck loops cost from £8 to £22,

If you do not wish to miss Christias
television programmes, then either plug
some head phones. from £10, into the
external socket if your set has one, though
this will cut off the main speaker. Alternat-
ively, you can get a microphone which
picks up the speaker sound and directs it
via an infra red beam to a set ol head-
phones. This will not cause any of the
[amily to be blown out of the room by the
noise. Alternatively, you could always pur-
chase a TV sound receiver at around £50)
(from the RNIB via Men's Supplies). You
can have that volume through an earpiece
as loud as vou like, while the Family
watches the main set. The sound receiver
can work either oft an indoor aerial, or be
spliced into your outdoor one. Which
ever method vou fancy, apply to the Roval
National Institute for the Deal Tor a leaflet
entitled "Help with TV, which list all sup
pliers,

BT have quite a range ol appliances to
help the hard of hearing. Their "Ivibune
telephone has an amplifier and volume
control. Induction coils can be fitted into
handsets for a charge ol £12. Bell amplifi
ers can be pure hased Tor around £4, and
DIY extension kits lrom around a similar
cost. Push button as opposed 1o chials are
much simpler for most blind people

there is one model with extra large but-
tons. Another model can store up to 10
numbers in its memory, thus saving yours!
For all details, ring the operator and ask
for your local district sales office.

Here is a free tip for the bottom of your
stocking. Many people receiving a call on
one plan‘ want to transfer to another
phone in another room, and think they
must not put phone number one down,
until they pick up number two. This is not
so. The call is only terminated by the orig-
inator, so do not be afraid to place a phone
back on the hook before lifting the
second, provided, it was not you who
initiated the call.

I'he above items were just a filler [or the
foot of your stocking, now comes the leg-
work! In 1979, St. Dunstan’s and the RN1B

jointly purchased the Kurzweil Reading

Machine (KRM), and carried out a yvear’s
evaluation programme to assess its abiliry
to convert print to synthetic speech. In a
short space of time, the KRM shot up in
[JI'iI e from £10.000 to £24.000 and took a
trollev to carry all the machinery around.
In early October this vear, the second gen-
eration, the Kurzweil Personal Reader
(KPR) was launched, by Sight & Sound
Technology Ltd. You will, |n‘|||.|!}\. need
[wo \hukitl_l.:\: one to carry the central
processing unit, about the size of a port-
able sewing machine, weighing some 33
Ibs, and measuring about 30<20 <8
inches. So where are the improvements
apart from the size of the CPUZ In my view
more important than size. is whether it
can read print elficiently and accurately. 1
took along a paperback book, which the
previous KRM read about U5% of the text
It has nine different voices, four emale,
four male and one child. | was not person
ally impressed with the additional voices,
rhr'llj_{llIlu'\\.il-_"t'\.|\n[|[|rn:'[|Iulln'.uIl|.||
reading, can be in different voices, which
15 !11‘|!|fl||. However, the degree ol imtona
tion is programmable, and the end result
is far more intelhigible and makes pleasant
|i\lt'1|ili;_'| An im[m:l.ml mnovation 1s the
hand scanner. Like the ‘Optacon;, this is
driven by hand. The cameraitsell contain
ing tracking guides, but reads up to lowm
lines at once. Thereas a delay before read
out occurs. KPR will tell vou il vou tracked
incorrectly. The control panel is very

much smaller, about 9 inches square, with
only 14 kevs. The keys can have lour differ-
ecnt functions, \r'. vou can  ask for
explanations lrom the control panel itself,
thus allowing you to be independent. The
keyboard clips into the CPU. which has a
carrving handle. Thus, with the hand cam-
Crain voin pox L:_-l.\rru,m"il'.nh[untJIrIz-'f

I'he KPR can plug into other com-
puters o1 embossers, so l_'_I\iEI';_{ Yo a
hardcopy braille version of the print, o1
.I[ll'\\'|(‘|]H'|Jt'||]).l||l']]||\ recorded docu-
ment via vour computer disk. The price
ranges from £7.900 with hand scanner.

£10,000 with automatic scanner,
£12.000 with both.

Here ave the promised addresses:

Keep Able Ltd., Fleming Close. Park
Farm, Wellingborough, Northants. NN8
ABR.  Tel: 0935 679426.

Clos O Mat, 2 Brooklands Road, Sale,
Cheshire. Tel: 061 9731234,

RNID, 105 Gower Street, London WCIE
GAH. Tel: 01-387 8033.

Sight & Sound Technology Ltd., 30-32 St.
James Mill Road, Northampton,
NN5 5JW. Tel: 0604 587091,

FLOWERS FOR THE LADY

Mrs. Florence OO'Donnell, widow of the
late Mr. Richard O’Donnell, of Radcliffe,
Bury, celebrated her centenary on 25th
[|||'\ Mrs Henderson hea VISILOT,
lescribed her as '__}II as a button’. Mrs.
Henderson ||~|||||| sented her with a gold
necklace chain and bracelet from St. Dun
stan’s at the |-|"'\|.<||| n her birthdda

wddition to lowers and a message fron

the Chairman




St. Dunstan’s Gardening Club Week

by Margaret Bingham

The weather was kind to us again on our
second visit to Cirencester for our Gar-
dening Week but although there was a
chilly northerly wind at the beginning it
did improve and most of us had a little
sun-tan. As the majority ol us had visited
Roval Agricultural ( Jollege, Cirencester in
1986 we had no problems in finding ow
way both inside and outside the buildings
especially to the bar!

Business began on Wednesday morning
when we assembled in one of the Confer-
ence Rooms for our Annual General
Meeting and matters relating to the Club.
Then after coffee Mr. Ray Churchill who
had — as previously — arranged the pro-
IL'|1".11!IIII('_u".|\(’11‘-l|](‘l|t'1di|'~:lll]1t'('-.l1'(1r\‘nh
we were to visit and the guides who would
he with us at \';1!inuk]nl.nn,t.\ll_(.inil:hi!l
is a lecturer at the College, a very accom-
plished speaker, and has a wondertul
sense of humour).

After Iune h, as we were a L”"-L" 1J.|11\ ol
52, we had to split up and embark n two
coaches to visit gardens at Chilton House,
Chilton Foliat, near Hungerford, the
venue ol the very popular T.A series " The
Victorian Kitchen Garden’, Our two
guides were Mr. Keith Sheather, inmlm: 1
of the programme, and Mr. Harry Dodson,
the Head Gardener. We were told how the
Victorians with large kitchen gardens
would collect the fruit —apples, pears, etc.

and store them in a dry fruit store with
the minimum of light and, alter the
household had been provided for, It
‘ili[|H'_\_:i'l.ihﬁl'N‘-\IHI|1!.IIt'!lI'\l!Il!lJlt'i1|<|l||l
less lortunate people in the neighbour-
hood. We were surp ised at the smallness
ol !||l'l<_,{‘i;|fl='ll. 11 ]lliil\‘\ S0 LII_‘_{t o the el
vision, but it was all very interesting. The
Blenheim orange melon is grown there, as
Jarge as a normal melon, olive creenish
with pale marking criss-crossing 1 With
these marks the ruit looked pitted but
actually it was very smooth and absolutely
delicious to taste!!

Our evenings were lree do as we
wished. As there was a resident party rom

SAGA we were able to join in with their
evening entertainment — Old-time Danc-
ing, Bingo etc., and of course there was a
very good Bar! Without fear of contradic-
tion 1 would say we were happy at the
College, very pleasant buildings spread-
ing out to cover a large area and the whole
aspect is of small courts adjoining each
other with little allev-ways between. Land
is both owned and rented by the College —
9 )00 acres in all and every section ol agri-
culture is covered: farm management,
Crops, dairy herds, research and so on.
There are about 1,100 students coming
from all over the world and from all walks
ol life. All this large College Estate needs
to be managed properly as it is a Regis-
tered Charity receiving no grant either
from the Local or National Government.
However it is justifiably proud ol its
achievements in coping with conlerences
and courses with its excellent facilities
and cusine.

A1 early start on Thursday morning Lo
the village of Chipping Campden (€ hipp
ing meaning market) to visit the fmous
pardens of Hidcote. Chipping ¢ ampdenis
a lamous old place, all the buildings in
that mellow Cotswold  stone and well
worth having a good look round if visiting
the gardens. We were [ree to wande
round the grounds but untortunate lv [on
me there were (oo many steps aned so wi
were restricted as to how far we could go
Others in our party said there was quite an
claborate lav-out and the gardens were
well kept but like all other gardens they
were sullering lrom lack of man-power
and in manv cases shortage ol money!
Later we went to Kiltsgate Gardens w hich
was about hall a mile away, not as we 1
known as Hidcote but just as be witilul
Ihese gardens are owned by Mrs, Biriny
and are the home of the Kl ISGATT
ROSE. a2 rambler which covers a 40 1t high
bheech tree and s mentioned m the Gan
ness Book ol Recordds I oy not know thit
colour but it must be a bheaunlul sighi

when in full Bloom, On the full day excm

Viargarel r'm.'_guun.- and Vi Delaney admire some blooms.

sions we had a very substantial packed
lunch so we either ate it on the coach o1
sat outside braving the coldish wind.

On Fridayv we had a free morning in
Cheltenham. By this time the weather was
just alittle warmer, It would be very remiss
of me il I did not mention the flowers but
in every conceivable place there were bril-
liantly coloured blooms in tubs, hanging
baskets, jardinieres beside doorways and
pot plants on window sills. All this beauty
ltll]lil|l'1]|t'|]1('rl the fine Regency build-
ings and make Cheltenham a town worth
visiting, The shops were excellent. W
made our wav via Gloucester, skirting the
River Severn, to Westhury Court Gardens,
the earliest example of a Dutch Wate
Garden in England and which was re-
storedd by the National Trust. Flowers,
.1;1]1]1'\. pears and phims similar to those
orown in the 17th century. Some ol the
plants were rec oenisable but most did not
have a name-tag so it was ditticalt to dil
ferentiate them rom the modern Howers
and iJ].I1I|\ ||Il1i' was d ||l'.|H!I|l|| ]sll.lr'
white sweetpea and broom which wias
more spiky than we know but in all other
ASPCCES 1T was suntlar. Manv ol the .I|“r|l'\

and pears were huge and the sl len

apples, growing in great profusion, were a
lovelv rosev red. Eventually we made our
own way to Newnham-on-Avon lor a pre-
arranged tea provided at a moderate cost
by the Newnham W.I. We were made very
welcome and the sandwiches and home-
made cakes were delicious. We thanked
them most sincerely. Our drive back 1o
Cirencester was through Cinderford and
Coleford to the heights of the Forest of
Dean then via Gloucester, up Birdlip Hill
and across the Cotswolds. All this time Ray
was giving a running commentary on the
countryside and the villages we passed
through. He is a very knowledgeable per-
son and a jov to listen to in his Cotswold
‘o

I'he next day, Saturday, we visited Lack
ham Gardens, the Wiltshire County
Council Agricultural College and Bryn
[hornton, the Head Gardener, intro-
duced us to the beautiful and educational
garden. The party made its way to the
nearby village ol Laveock, owned by the
National Trust. for a pienic lunch and gen-
cral walkabout, The afternoon was spent
at Corsham Court and Lord Methuen,
owner ol the gracious Georgian mansion,
was awaiting our arrival with Head Gar-




dener, Mr. Carlisle, and as by this time
there was a definite improvement in the

weather we were Cagcl O commence our

guided tour over these beautiful grounds.

The first thing that struck us apart from
the beautifully  trimmed  lawns  and
colourful Nower beds were the peacocks.
I'hey were very tame and ignored us com-
pletely. Mr. Carlisle told us of the
rhododendron  walks, walled gardens,
greenhouses and the lovely scenic views
visible from the riverside and woodland
trails. A ‘ha-ha’ was explained to us — in
this case a small brick wall built in a sud-
den dip in the ground — to discourage a
very healthy l:n:kmll herd of cattle from
getting into a nearby woodland. As we
walked further in amongst the trees, tak-
g care not [nllipn\t'l roots and ||H|1]:-\
ol grass we realised we were under a
canopy. Actually it was the leaves and
branches ol an oriental plane tree cover
ing an area ol three-quarters ol an acre
[he main trunk was about 200t in circum-
ference, as the branches leaned over and
touched the soil so another tree rew. We
had been aware of the church bells ring
ing merrily and at the church adjacent to
Corsham Court we came across the wed
ding party being photographed the
bride being the daughter ol Lord
Methuen's gamekecper.

Sunday moming we were [ree to do as
we wished, some went to the church
Cirencester and others to the <l|.|||:'| a1y
site which was packed to capacity. Ray
kindly gave up his spare morming to give a
Most mterestng tow ol the College 1
was much appreciated. In the alternoon
we went on a long drive to Misenden
House near Stroud, home of Major Tom
Wills and tamily, where we had an intro
duction by the Head Gardener, Coln
Brookes, who mentoned some ol the
more unusual rees and even gave us a
sizeable leal and spray ol blossom from an
IIIl]I.III |Jl'.|1] free 10 exdamiang What «a
heautiful [||.H: this was with an excep
tionally long well-mown lawn swee ping
|1‘I\\l| I | |.l|::_'|l' |||I||‘\l |i.lf|l\"l| |."\ \\Hi‘
lowering borders. There was a rose g
den which must have heen a glovious sight
when i tull bloom I|||J|.|1'- erraces, mn
fact evervthing that goes imto the making

ol a most extraordhinary Loglish garden

(There was even a lovely voung marden i
[udor dress, reclining on a garden seat,
being photographed for a magazine
Later we went 1o a nearby \|||\|:_;t' |l',|\|lf\[l
where we enjoved a welcome ‘cuppa’ and a
very nice picce ol cream cake

Monday was our last day, and what a fit
ting end to spend it in the lovely City ol

Yath, Firstly we had a guided tour In

members of the Mavor's voluntary guides
A4 body of some 80 men and women who
IV |||J|||| ir time 1o enlaroe on the histor-
wal  leatures el thie exceptional
||I1!l|l|!1j_{‘~ We all telr we had learned a lot
and were imdebted 1o our gudes tor giv
MY LS S I oan mmteresringe morning. We
met up lora pienic lanch in the gardens by
the Grand Pavade 1|n| Far fromm the River
Avon, and Eric and Mrs, Church who Tive
m the area jonned us there lor an hour o
son Adter Euang in the warm sunshime for a
couple ol hours, we reluctantly Teft Bath
and made our way back through the lovels
Cotswold countryside and villages. Later
alter an exceedmely good dhinner we
cathered in The T'ihe Barn lor a hnal
get-together, lom Hart thanked Ray fon
organising such an mrerestimg and varied
PrOgranmm and also Theresa, the Conler
ence Manaver, lor seemme that we wene

comfortable i our rooms and ronimng ot

D. E Robinson’s

GARDENING NOTES

Firstly, may I wish vou all a Merry Christ-
mas and Happy New Year, and 1 hope that
the weatheris better in 1989, There is little

to do in the garden at the moment, apart
from clearing and maintenance, and
pruning when the weather allows. Stock
up on seeds and composts for the New

Year

Vegetables

Dig over all the empty spaces when the
weather allows, and get trays ready for the
sprouting ol new potatoes, and place
them in full light away from frosts. Discard
any stored vegetables that are in a bad
condition. Where vou still have plants
growing, protect them [rom very wintry

weather by spreading peat or something

similar on them at root level. Some of the
rhubarb which 1s growing well can be
given a dose ol compost which will help it,
and give protection against frost. Some
broad beans can be planted if the weather
is clement, although those in the north
would be better advised to wait until
Spring.

Fruit
Continue pruning apj le and pear trees,

along with currants and gooseberries, but
onlv when there are no frosts around

Gardening Club continued

TN IHI|||||.|II|I‘ Presents were handed to
Rav and Theresa also to Phvllis, Rav's wile
who had accompanied us on son
tours. The drivers were 10 ’ otten
eithier. Al all it had been a really smash
ing week enjoved by everyone ol us
\ocorching 1o Rav wi l: visitedd _‘.'.I||4'1:'-
countes |-||'_1'_- i title should
St Dunstan’s Garden Ramblers Club

| o asked to remund the Ch
that the annual subscription (£7.00) 18 now
due and should be sent to John Walbrugh
| he dates of the next meetings, at lan Fra

<th 12th and Ma

i led he made

Spray trunks with msecticide as a protec-
tion for the new season. Give the places
where you plan to plant trees in spring a
good dig over, and put in some peat and
compost at the bottom. Trim some run-
ners away from the stools, but leave the
main pruning until March.

Flowers

Dig over all vacant beds and put some
compost or manure over the area to pre-
pare for the spring. Where you have
du.lp]lmnnm or lupins, or any perennial
shrubs, give them a buck up by a dose of
compost, which will help to protect
against the frosts. Beds ol anenomes and
all ty pes ol bulbs will also need winter pro-
tection, especially the smaller ones. Tread
down polvanthus and primula in their
growing spots to protect them. Examine
dahlia, gladioli and begonia tubers which
vou have in store, and throw out any which
are going soft. Those which are showing
new shoots can be started in compost in
deep boxes or singly in pots. Keep them
warm, and water them regularly

Greenhouse

Where vou have plants and bulbs growing
keep the temperature up to 45%F, and
allow as much air as possible to circulate
during the dav. In addition it would be
wise 1o set smokes. Remove plants which

re starting to flower to the house where
colour is needed at this time ol the vear.
Water and leed them minimally. Azaleas,
[reesias, roman hyvacinth and narcissi can
be '4<'||!|\ forced now. Cut back chry-
santhemums as thev go out of Hower, and
regal pelargoniums should be ready fo

their linal pots now

NEW ADDRESS FOR

D.F. ROBINSON

Readers ol l-.!llll'.\lll_-‘_" Notes” mav e
mterested to know that "Robby’ moved
house, His new address 1s: DLE Robimson.
v Hvdro Avenue, West Kirby, Wirral,
Mersevside. Tel: 051 625 Y80H6.




Harrogate Bridge Week — October, 1988

by Ralph Pacitti

T B

The bridge l,”lfﬁ\'f'.’" outside their hotel,

Our annual trip to Harrogate would be
my first, and the clubs second, visit to the
Cheltenham Lodge Hotel. After arrival,
the Saturday evening was spent plaving
the teams ol four tournament and the St.
Dunstan’s Harrogate Cup, which were
both won by Reg Goding, George Hudson,
Alfie Dodgson and Ralph Pacitti. Ow
next visit was to the the Spa Hotel in
nearby Ripon on the Sunday evening.
Maureen Maxwell made us feel most wel-
come, and Jack Lister kept us all under
control, but unfortunately the home team
came out on Lop.

On the Tuesday evening we retirned to
the Harrogate Club, where a combined
team from CEGB and ICT helped us enjoy
an evening playving in teams of four. The
eventual winners were Vi Delaney and
Walter Lethbridge with Mr. and Murs.
Arthur of the combined team. Alter a vic
torious visit to Bradiord in the Wednesday
afternoon, the evening was spent m the
company ol Norah Field, and happy mem
ories were shared.

I'he following day we plaved at the Oak
dale Goll Club, which had had mam
attractive changes made since our last
visit. We were made most welcome, and a
victorious match was played in a ]1_;|.[|\
atmosphere. On the Friday the usual tra
dition was lollowed, and a number ol omn

hosts were invited to lunch, where Robert
Evans Kindly gave a vote of thanks on own
behalf. Cedric Cockroft responded with
his usual wit and jokes, and like a good
wine only gets better. Our thanks to the
staft of the Drover lor the best meal vet.

As ever, the week was concluded with a
drive at the Saint George Club, and aflter
[}It']Jli/t';_{i\'rnu,lht':'\t'ljlllg was rounded
oll with sandwiches and music.,

Our thanks to evervone mvolved who
h:']pl':l to make the week more successtul
than ever, to lan Dickson, to Stanlev Med
craft, and well done Jock Carnochan.
|'ill.|”\. from all of us, to all of vou, God
Bless and a Happy Christmas

CLUB NEWS

BRIGHTON SOCIAL AND
SPORTS CLUB

On Friday Ocrober 28th, the annual din
ner and dance was held ar Peacehiaven,
due 1o the relurbishment ar Ian Frases
House, and our thanks must go to Bob and
Joan Osborne for this arrangement lor 835
members. The sections were well sup
ported, although some of the lishing men

WOTC Wiy

I'he Grace was said by Bill Phillips, who
we were pleased to see after his recent ill-
ness, and we wish him a complete
recovery. The meal was excellent, and we
offer our thanks to the waiters and wai-
tresses. The Loval Toast was proposed by
Harry Preedy, and Mrs. Dacre welcomed
our guests, the High Sherifl of East Sussex,
Mr. Timothy Jones and his wife, Mr. Jones
gave a short and interesting reply. The
Chairman, Bob Oshorne, expressed his
thanks to the visitors. which included Dr.
John O'Hara and Mary Stenning.,

Pot Plants were presented to Mrs. Jones,
Mprs. Dacre and Mrs. Stenning by Theresa
Mugan, Nancy Dodd and Joy Walters.
Each of the ladies received a small gift at
their place at the table. After the presenta-
tion the tables were cleared and dancing
was begun to Ernie Took's band, whom we
thank. The raffle this vear had some very
good prizes, and was drawn by Joan late in
the evening.

Judging by the singing and laughter, a
happy evening was enjoved by all, and we
would like to thank all who helped, not
lorgetting transport, and Commander
Conway and Major Neve.

Phyllis O 'Kelly

BRIGHTON — BRIDGE

Individual Bridge — October 22nd
Ist  Murs. Pacitt
2nd W. Allen

Mrs. Hannant
tth R. Goding
Sth Mis. A, Clements
6th W, Lethbridge
Jth R. Evans

R. Pacitn
Yth  Miss Sturdy
1th Miss Stenning
LTth P Surridee
12th | I'.ul”i\

Bridge Pairs — October 23rd
Ist W, Lethbridge and
My, Goodlad

2nd W. Allen and
Mrs, A. Clements
Jrd  R. Evans and Mrs. Barker
th  R. Goding and Miss Sturdy
Hth P Surridge and
Miss Stenning
Gth  J. Padley and Mr. Douse
th  Mr. and Mrs. R. Pacitti
sth Dr. ]. Goodlad and
Mrs. Holborow
9th Mrs. V. McPherson and
Mrs. Hannant
10th Mrs. Evans and Mrs. Douse  23.00

Individual Bridge — Season Results

Ist R. Pacitti 302.6%
2nd R. Evans 289 8%
Srd  W. Lethbridge 288.6%
tth R. Goding 274.6%
Sth W. Phillips 259.99
bth J. Padley (Played on four 2498
7th  W. Allen results only)  205.8"

Six others played on less than four
occasions

Bridge Pairs — Season Results

Ist  R. Pacitti 290,7%
2nd W. Lethbhridge 280.5¢
3rd R. Evans 265.
tth . Padley 2634
Sth R. Goding 261.8
tHth  A. Dodgson 255.3%
7th  W. Allen 190).5%
(Plaved on four results only).

Eight others played on less than four
occasions.

FAMILY NEWS

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENTS
Congratulations to:

Gareth and Tamzin, grandchildren of Mrs.
M. Douglass, widow of the late St.
Dunstaner Mr. [1. Douglass, of Ruislip,
Middlesex, on their recent achievements,
Gareth came top in French and maths.
and first in grades 1, 2, 3 and 4 in swim-
ming 1600 metres. Tamzin won a shield




Family News continued

with a gold, silver and bronze medal for
dancing, and gold bar 1, 2 and 3 for danc-
ing, a certificate for her painting of a
starling, and was highly recommended at
an RS.PB. exhibition.

St. Dunstaner Albert Fleet, ol Paignton, on
winning a first prize for blackcurrant jam,
and a silver cup for cookery in the Devon
County Association for the Blind
competition,

Mr. Shaun A. Griffiths, grandson of Mr.
and Myrs. Bill Griffiths, of Blackpool, who
gained an B.Sc. Honours Degree in Phy-
sics at Kent University.

Mr. Alan King, son of St. Dunstaner Harold
King, of Dunstable, who has been
appointed the Manager of two branches
of Midland Bank in East Grinstead. Con-
gratulations are also due to Harold
himself, as he recently won a First Class
Certificate for Macrame work.

Mr. Steven Mitchell, son of St. Dunstaner
Mr. A. Mitchell, ol Congleton, who [1;{\.-\111
his Grade 3 Clarinet exam with merit.

Jayne, daughter of My, and Mrs. G.T. Parr, ol
Mark, Somerset, on obtaining a B/ Tec
National Diploma in Business and Fin-
ance, and gaining a post with the
Somerset Health Authority.

Mrs, Stalham, wile of St. Dunstaner €. W,
Stalham,  who recently received the
‘Olerman Ellis Award’ for outstanding ser

vices to the deal. Mrs. Stalham sullered
from cerebral meningitis when she was a
vear old, and has never had any hearing.

St. Dunstaner Tom Whitley, ol Elsenham,
who won two prizes in a local Flower and
Cralts show recently. He gained a first
prize for three mixed dahhias, and a se

ond prize lor a wooden tipper trug k. His
wife, also won a first prize for hand knitt-

mng.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS
Congratulations to:
Vv, and Mrs. H. King, ol Dunstable, Bed

fordshire, on the occasion of their Golden
Wedding Anniversary, which they cele-
brated on October 15th.

RUBY WEDDINGS
Congratulations to:

Mpr. and Mrs. R. Donald, of Hove, who cele-
brated their Ruby Wedding Anniversary
on October 26th.

My. and Mprs. J. Woods, of Orpington, Kent,
on the occasion of their Ruby Wedding
Anniversary, which they celebrated on
October 10th.

My, and Mys. E. Sturgess, of Avlesbury, on
their Ruby Wedding Anniversary, cele-
brated on October 22nd.

Mr. and Mrs. D. McGoohan, ol Goring-hy-
Sea, on the occasion of their Ruby
Wedding Anniversary which they cele
brated on October 25th.

GRANDCHILDREN

Congratulations to:

Mrs. ]. Groves, widow of the late My D.
Groves, on the birth of a grand-daughter,
Donna Rose to her daughter, Wendy, and
her husband Peter Swarbrick, born on
October 7th.

Mr. A. Lockhart, on the birth of a grandson,
Geolfrev Lockhart Neal, born to  his
daughter, Jean, and her husband Petex
Neal, on November 3rd.

Murs. Sheila Ostle, of Cockermouth, widow
of the late Mr L Ostle on the birth of a
grandson Adam on October 14th, 1o her
daughter Christine and her husband

GREAT GRANDCHILDREN
Congratulations to:

Mis. AE. \1i|:"-. widow ol the late My f VI
Vivles, on the birth ol a great grand-daugh
ter, Rachel Marie, born on June 21st to her
grand-daughter Tracy, and her hushand
Steven Packman

Family News continued

Mrs. EE. Simpson, widow of the late My, [,
Simpson, ol Herne Bay, on the birth of a
baby girl, Emily Jane, to her grandson
Mark and his wife Sandra, on February

14th.

DEATHS

We offer condolences to:

My, W Horn on the death of his aunt Mrs.
Florence Bush, widow of the late Mr. S,
Bush, of North Harrow.

Mrs. Elsie Cole, wife of St. Dunstaner
George Cole, of Shoreham-by-Sea, on the
death of her brother in South Africa in
\ugust,

I'he family and friends of Mrs. Edith
Florence Gosney, widow of the late My H.
Gosney, of Rottingdean, who passed away
on Octoher 16th.

The family and friends of Mrs. Christina
Gray, widow of the late Mr. D. Gray, of Bill
ericay, who passed away on October 26th,
aged 910,

Her son, Roger, and the friends of Mrs,

Josephine Greatrex, who passed away on

October 14th. Mrs. Greatrex was the
widow of St. Dunstaner Harold ‘Bunny’
Greatrex, and before her marriage she
worked as a Handicralt teacher at Oving-
dean.

My. Harry Meleson, of Wembley, on the
death of his brother, Martin, in America
on September 11th,

I'he family and friends of Mrs. Doris
Pemberton, widow of the late Mr. W.G. T
Pemberton, who passed away on October
25th, aged 101, two months short of her
102nd birthday.

In Memory

Itis with great regret we have to record the deaths of the following St. Dunstaners and we
offer our deepest sympathy to their widows, families and friends.

E. Grainger, East Lancashiri Regiment
M. Ted Grainger passed away on October 14th
after a short illness. He was aged 82, and had
been a St Dunstaner since 1942

Mr. Grainger served with the Ist East Lan
cashire Regiment from 1925 to 1942, He was
blinded by an =\|J|zni]||; anti-tank grenade,
ind joined St Dunstan’s the dav after his dis-
charge from the Army in November 1942
Alter taking courses in braille, typing and bas-
Ll'!1||.1|nI[|'_[. he then undertook indusirial
traming, and afterwards worked as a press
operator, and also did some inspection work
Despite some health problems which caused
dilhculties at times, Mr, Grain continued m
tull tme employment until retivement ape
Shortly belore retivement, My, Grainger mai
riced Lily Muallen who had been a loval friend
o him lor many yvears, and, once retired, they
spent much of thewr nme working in thei
lovely garden, and more vecently enjoved holi
daving at lan Fraser House

We extend our syinpathy 1o has widow, Lily

F.H. Morgan, Maonwmonthshie Reo
Mr, Frederick Herbert Morgan, ol Sealored
Prassed away i |'...\|r,|l.||--||ii- tober 20th, lour

wvs alter has 96th bicthday, He had been a St

el

Dunstaner only seven months.

I'hroughout the First World War. M
Morgan served as a Rifleman in the Mon-
mouthshire Regiment. Whilst on active service
at Ypres, he sultered a gunshot wound which
resulted in the loss of an eve. Nevertheless, he
was able to work as a ship’s store merchant
until he reached retirement age. Although the
sight in his remaining eve deteriorated signifi-
cantly, he remained highly independent, living
in his own home where he looked aflter himself
O a great f.li"_;]"t'. with the ||('|.fi'rl his close-knit
Family

My, Morgan was a widower, and we extend
our sympathy to his two sons, grandchildren,
and all members of his Eunily

J-T.F. Morrish, R.AM(
Mro James Thomas Frederick Morrish, ol
Peacehaven, passed away at Pearson House on
October 12th, aged 700 He had been a St
Dunstaner for 18 vears

Mr. Morrish enlisted in 1940 and served in
the Roval Army Medical Corps. He was
wounded m Dady, o 1941 andd became a POW
He jomed St Dunstan’s in 1970, having vetirved
[rom his emploviment as an analvtical chemist,
Il Il.zllu'\||ul||I|ul.|‘-\n|!a\.\~u.|~lnm|||).||nt'|..11|||




In Memory continued

also greatly enjoyed woodwork and toymaking.
Formerly, whilst living in Essex, he had been a
keen gardener and had won a number of prizes
in local shows. This year he and his wife made a
long planned visit to their daughterand grand-
children in America, sailing in the QE2, He will
be sadly missed by the staff and his many
friends at St. Dunstan’s.

He is survived by his widow, May, then
daughter and her family, to whom we send
sincere sympathy.

J-W. Thwaites, Royal Artillery.

Mr. James William Thwaites, of Blackpool, died
on September 21st, aged 80. He had been a St
Dunstaner for 17 vears.

Jim Thwaites served as a Gunner with the
Royal Artillery from 1940 to 1946, and spent
three and a half years as a Far East Prisoner of
War. Although these years took their toll of his
health, he worked as a gas litter for some vears
alter his discharge from the Army, until in 1953
he was obliged to take early retirement

All his life, starting at the age ol seven, Mr
I'hwaites worked for the Royal British Legion,
As a child during the First World War he went
from house to house for the appeal 1o provide
walking sticks for the wounded soldiers. In
1973 he was awarded a gold badge in recogni-
tion of 25 years work for the Burnley branch of
the Roval British Legion, serving as a Member,
and as President for a while, until he was made
life Vice-President. Also, in 1978, Mr. Thwaites
was awarded a certificate of Life Membership
for Meritorious Service, by the National Exec
utive Committee of the Royal British Legion

[im also worked as a Welfare Officer for the
FEPOW
March 1986, and continued to live alone with

Association. He was widowed in

some help from his great friend, Mrs
i-llt|iil1tlu_|-_

We extend our sympathy 1o his daughter
Brenda, and all his family and friends

R.]. Vowles.
Mr. Raymond John Vowles, of Portsmouth
passed away in hospital in Northampton on
October 10th. He was aged 76 and had been a
St. Dunstaner since 1945

Mr. Vowles enlisted i 1936, and was injured
by flying brass while working on machinery ata
Government  Dockyard Alter
Church Stretton, he returned 1o HM. Dock
vard, Portsmouth, where he worked unnl 1974
when he retired due 1o 11l health, A vear belor

frammg al

retiving, he was presented with the Imperial
Service Medal by the Admiral in charge at an
official ceremony in recognition of his long
service, As detailed in an article he wrote o

the Review, it was during this time that he was
one of the engineers on duty when King
Edward VIII came to the dockyard the day of
his abdication,

He was interested in music, particularly the
piano, and pursued this hobby as a younger
man by playing in a dance band.

He was married to his wile Julie lor 47 vears,
and leaves a son and two daughters, and grand-
children. We send our condolences to them
and other members of the family.

J-B.K. Walton, Durham Light Infaniry.

Mr. Joseph Baker Kelly Walton, of Pearson
House, passed away on October 24th. He was
aged 69, and had been a St. Dunstaner {or 37
years.

Mr. Walton enlisted in September 1939, and
served as a Private in the Durham Light Infan-
try until his capture in 1940. He was then a
Prisoner of War in Germany for the next five
years, during which time he contracted tuber-
culosis. and his evesight was very seriously
impaired

Joe had been employed as a bus conductor
before the war, and later on took up telephony
before finally retiring mm 1979 on health
grounds,

His first wife, Victoria, died in 1977. He
remarried in 1980 but divorced his second wile
i 1985. He leaves seven daughters from his
first marriage, and we extend our sympathy to
them and other members of the family.

A.C. Warren, Royal Navy
Ma Anthony

House, passed away on October 13th 1988. He

Charles Warren, of Pearson

was 60 wvears of age, and had been a 5t
Dunstaner for nearly 25 vears

Tony Warren served in the Roval Navy after
the Second World War, his sight beginning
to deteriorate during this time. He joined St
Dunstan’s in 1953, and soon afterwards went to
lan Fraser House to take a course in hraille,
typing and rug-making. Tony and his wite kept
a small-holding, which was verv successful
from 1958 until he began to have some health
problems during the 1970, Being a clever car
penter Mr. Warren then took up woodwork asa
hobby occupation

In October 1976, Tony had a severe stroke
ind spent some time in hospital Sadly, he did
nol recover ¢ Il"ll_']l to return home to his wile
and small daughter Emma, but Lived instead an
Pearson House. He will be missed by the statl ol
Pearson House

We send our deepest sympathy to his widow
Gaynor, and to Emma, and to his elder daugh-
ter Angela and her family




