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From the
Chairman

On the 22nd of this month, 75 vears ago, the Germans
first used Chlorine Gas — in the 2nd Battle of Ypres.
No need for me to enlarge on its devastating effects
which are personally known to some readers of this
Review. Suffice it to say that it choked vou to death.
During the following two years Phosgene and Mus-
tard were also extensively used. In this St. Dunstan’s
75th Anniversary Year it 1s relevant to recall that in
one form or another it was Gas that was a main con-
tributor to the build up of numbers in the early days.
Gas was not used operationally in World War I1. The
Germans had developed some particularly beastly
and sophisticated variants (the Nerve Group — taste-
less, odourless, colourless, largely undetectable and
agonisingly lethal) but fear of massive retaliation in
kind was sufficient deterrent.

All war is unpleasant. It brings out the worst as well
as the best in people. But there is something
supremely vile and inhuman about resort to
Chemical and Biological weapons of mass destruc
tion. Let us hope that the current international
negotiations seeking to ban their possession and use
will prove effective — though there must always
remain the risk of some rabid nut-case developing his
own ‘back garden thing” and running amok

And so back to eves. You have all heard of lasers and
probably know much more about them than 1 do
I'heir skilful use mm the medical field amounts to a
breakthrough and, as technology develops, may in
time considerably replace the surgeon's knife. Milita
ily they can revolutionise accuracy i weapon anming
Ihey can also blind the enemy but so lar the
application of this facility on a wide scale presents
technical problems

[ leave vou to think about whether the develop

ment of such an ‘ine AP nator would be fon '_3'tn:{| o
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TROOPING THE COLOUR

It is anticipated that there will be tickets
allocated again this year for Trooping the
Colour, on Saturday, June 16th. The cere-
mony will begin at 11.00 am. with
evervone being seated by 10,15 a.m. Tick-
ets will also be available for those wishing
to attend the private view of the Royal
lournament held at 2,30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, July 11th.

St. Dunstaners who wish to apply
should contact Frances Casey, Homes
Bookings Clerk, at Headquarters, by Mon-
cay, May 14th.

THE WAR DIARIES OF
WEARY DUNLOP

St. Dunstaners, particularly those who
were  prisoners of the Japanese, will
remember the name of Sir Edward Dun-
lop. In 1987 The War Diaries of Weary
Dunlop was published. This account of his
time as a captured army surgeon fighting
tor the hves ol his fellow prisoners: as a
doctor dealing with the terrible effects of
overwork, malnutrinnon and T1'|l]:il.l| clis-
case and as a senior officer dealing with
their Japanese captors was compiled sec
retly on scraps of paper. It forms a unique
record of the lives of prisoners who sur-
vived those terrible vears and those who,
sadly, did not

\ se Hlllh'i”llun\\.1\|i|I|r||\h:'t1HI| 12th
March by Viking Books, and 1s now avail-
able in bookshops. For anvone interested
in the history of the Second World War, o1
indeed, interested in the capacity ol
human beings to survive unimaginable
hardships, humihation, torture, disease
and !li"-ll.l” this 1s a second 1\]i|rslllllrl.ll\
tor add an I]Hlllrll.llll history to thew hib
rary, It has 138 illustrations, many ol them

reproductions ol drawings made 1 the

camps by Jack Chalker, Ray Parkin and
other artists among the prisoners,

“The War Diaries of Weary Dunlop — Java and
the Burma-Thailand Railway 1942-1945" 401
pages. illustrated. Viking Books £17.95.

ADDITIONS TO CASSETTE
LIBRARY

['he following may be obtained by send-
ing the appropriate number of blank
cassettes to the PR Department.

G46. C90. Sandbags and Tilly Lamps.

A collection of old soldiers’ tales!

G.A47. 3 X C90’s. The Night of the Full
Moon, by Laurens van der Post.

NEW LONDON PHONE CODES

From May 6th this vear if yvou want to call
central London from somewhere in the
LK., instead of dialling 01 as you do now,
vou will need to dial 071 belore an inner
London number, and 081 before an outer
London number. For calls within London,
vou will only need to put 071/081 before
the number if vou are dialling from one
area to another across the 0717081 boun-
dary.

['he new number for St. Dunstan’s from
outside will be 071 723 5021 from outside
London, or the outer London area. For
anvone living within these areas it is
important to inform relations and friends
of the new numbers, along with changing
letterheads or stationery on which you
old number is printed.

For further information about the Lon-
don code l}hlll.f_[l' vou can call 0800 800
873 between 9 am. and 7 pam., 7 days a
\\l'l‘L\.




TIMES REMEMBERED

Third in an anniversary year series
of interviews.

TEMBANI

Max and Joan Ash talking with
Dauvid Castleton

During the Second World War it was
much too dangerous to return woundec
servicemen to this country through the
Mediterranean. Their route home was via
Cape Town and so St. Dunstan’s esta-
blished a preliminary training centre
there at Wynberg in 1942, Mr. Norman
Kennedy loaned his house, Tembani, with
its three acres of grounds and Mrs, Chad-
wick Bates set up the centre with Miss
Hester Pease as Matron.

I'he first two St. Dunstaners to entes
Iembani were Max Ash and the late Jack
Vincent. Max’s journey to Tembani began
in 1940, when he joined the Royal
Marines, ‘1 actually registered under the
militia in June 1939 but I wasn't called up
until November 1940, I went to the Marine
barracks in Eastney on my 22nd birthday,
the 14th November. I did my square train
img  there. I went n as  an
clectro-technician and after naining 1 was
transterred to a unit that was called the
Mobile Naval Base Defence Organisation.
Omn February 4th we lett the Clvde for the
Middle East, via Freetown, Cape Town
eventually arriving at Suez in the middle
ol April, 11!

Max was blinded by an acadental
explosion while checking a fault on a tele
phone exchange. A detonator  had
accidently been leftin the spares box: T he
Commanding Officer asked me if I would

have a look at the telephone connections
for the Commander’s office because they
were having faults on it. He was unable to
get through and the bell didn't ring. 1
didn’t have any tools but I took off the
front glass of the exchange, where the
lights show up and I put my hand into the
spares box and took out what 1 thought
was a condenser. I thought 1 would use
one end to poke in the hole to see if the
connection was bad at the back. I pushed
it in and found that was what it was, the
bell rang, and I thought I'll just make sure
again. When 1 put it in again the other end
touched on the frame of the exchange and
it was an earth return svstem and, of
course, instead of a condenser it was u
detonator. There was one big (lash, 1
couldn't see and | wondered what was
what. The fellow that was on duty let out a
shout and it was panic stations. I didn’t
lose consciousness, funnily enough. They
got a toweland wrapped it round me and 1

was rushed ofl to the ]111~||'|I.1J.

‘1 caught the tull force ol the explosion
in the lace because of looking to see where
I was poking the wire. They operated and

removed the remains of myv eves and 1 was
mn hr:s[:]l.|| there for about four or hve
weeks. After that Max was sent by hospital
ship to Durban and from there by train to
Cape [own.

Cape Town

1 was told I was |rt'|l|._¢_-" Sent to ( ape [own
where St. Dunstan’s was going to open this
temporary transit camp. Tembani. I had a
military medical orderly who travelled
with me. We were on the train lor two
nights. We eventually arrived in Cape
Lown. [t was the maddle ol December and
|rr|1|'1.11|1 |I.|llll'l heen lrin'||=':| l||:'r| s 1
went to Wynberg  Military - Hospital
When I was out at the IIIJ\FHl.I] who should
I meet but a blinded South African, Jack
Vincent

I'hat evening Mrs. Chadwick Bates, the
Sccretary of St Dunstan’s in South Afrvica,
came up tosee me and tell me all about St
Dunstan’s and she gave me a braille watch
which was a marvellous thing really
because I eould tell the time without L
ing to call out to somebody

(From left toright) foan’s sister, Mary Clement, her father, Uncle Redvers, Commander Bennetl, a [riend of the fam-
iy, Max and Joan at the Clements home at Rondebasch only about 4 miles from Tembani. Mziti, the name of the

howse is a Zuhe neame meaning Chief

One of the first things Max discovered
was the warm hospitality extended by
South Africans. "When 1 travelled out to
I']]r'_\Iii!flit‘|'.I‘~[.\\l"il::!)[ri'f{\ll(.;l]ht' [own
.lTlril\}1i|l'\\('\\t'l'l'.{\lltll'l'IH]t'[.IlHHIJ!{'[H
South Africans in an hotel. They took us
up the side of the mountain to a place
called Kloof Nek where we could have a
view ol Cape Town at night when all the
lights were lit up. Al I knew was that his
name was Pearce and he had a garage in
Cape Town.

‘While T was in |'||r'~||i[.1] there I made
enquiries and they were able to trace him
and he had a married sister living in one ol
the Cape Town suburbs. They came to
visit me and I spent my first Christmas in
South Africa in their house. They were
very kind to me and it was amazing to me
at Christmas to be sat out on a lawn in the
sun. They were a very nice family, there
was man and wife and three daughters

In Januvary 1942, Tembani opened with
is hirst two St Dunstaners, Jack Vincent
and Max Ash. At first Max was anxious to

be on his way home to Burnham-on-Sea, 'l
did feel that I would like to be home as
soon as possible but everything depended
on the availability of hospital ships. Every
so often a hospital ship did come into
Cape Town and then yvou could be sent
home but they were very infrequent. So |
was waiting for transport home.

‘After being there for a few weeks I
changed my mind and felt it would be bet-
ter if I gained a certain amount of
independence before going home. We'd
started to learn braille and typing. They
started training quite quickly in the build-
ing that they had. They didn’t have many
facilities there. It had a big lounge and
dining room and then they just had one
room between the dining room and the
Matron's office and that’s all they had at
the beginning. Jack and 1 started to learn
braille being taught by a South African
blind person by the name of Helm, Wil-
lred Helm. He was a real South African
and he also started a course on basket
work. He actually was a basket maker and




The front of Tembani

worked from home. We used to do braille
in the morning and basket work in the
alternoon.

"The real training didn’t get under way
for a couple of months and then 1t was
limited to braille, this bit of basket work
and typing. Gradually more came in. We'd
been there about five weeks when Harry
Petty was the next to arrive. After a while,
as more began to come in, they must have
realised that the building was not going to
be big enough for the numbers that were
going to pass through. They bult an
annexe on the tennis court to provide
dormitory accommaodation and training
facilities. These facilities became quite
good because there were nice big rooms
for basketry, they had a small telephone
exchange so that those interested in that
could get a litde bit ol earlv training
['here was a room for the teaching ol typ
ing and the typing teacher was a Mrs
Spender, of course she got nick-named
Sus| and then some more joined the stall,

a Mrs, Lancaster, who taught braille and
Latin that was for the irfl\-\irniht'l.l[n\!k.

‘Roughly, by the middle of 42 there
must have been around ten St. Dunstaners
and gradually the numbers crept up until,
\\]l!']l we f'l'lif\('ll 1o [}lf' new dnnexc,
there must have been about 16 and some
had come and gone by then. Some came
and were lucky and only staved a matter ol

weeks and some, months. I was [mrln.!h]\

there the longest, because 1 staved 20
months. I suppose 1t would have been
about the middle of 1942 that we received
the first doubly handicapped ones, like
Jimmy Elhs and David Bell and Ronmie
Vincent. There was a very happy atmos
phere there. Evervbody got on well with

one another

A strange thing

lembani was i the suburb of Wynberg, Tt
was on the side ol the mountain about

seven or eight miles out of Cape Town in a

beautiful area. There was one very strange
thing. When it was taken over by St. Dun-
stan’s, they removed a lot of ivy that was
growing all across the entrance and they
found a flaming torch like St. Dunstan’s
badge. The name Tembani is an African
word meaning hope.

By another coincidence the building
was shaped like an aeroplane fuselage as is
Ian Fraser House but there the resembl-
ance ended: The body of the building
which was the lounge and the dining
room and office and one wing at one end
was the Kitchen and the housekeeper’s
quarters and the other end was another
wing, a larger wing, which, in the beginn-
ing was the Matron’s room and two
bedrooms that were used as dormitories.
We could sleep about six or eight in the
main house and that is reallv why we had
to expand. It was two storey at either end,
single in the middle in its own lovely
grounds.

Joan Ash took up the description here:
‘Ithad a lovely long drive going up to what
we call in South Africa not a balcony but a
stoop, like a long verandah. If anvbody was
going on duty there you had to walk up
this long drive which wound through
beautiful gardens. It was lovely, Joan
became a V.A.D. at Tembani, she also
became the reason why Max did not want
to hurry home

She came to lTembani through her
friendship with a V.A.D. who was already
there, Laura Mullins, who married the
late Jimmy Ellis, 'T was about 21 and South
\frican born. My parents came from Bris-
tol, they went out in 1921 and 1 was born
soon after thev arrived. I wanted to be a
nurse but vou see, my lather had a busi-
ness, a Bristol based paper manufacturing
company, and he was sent out to ( ape
[own to get the firm going.

When the war broke out and 1 was only
about 19, T suppose, all his men were leay
ing and going up to North Africa and he
wanted me to &0 in on the clerical side
because L was Lo | at “L{II] es. | didn’t want
to because vou don’t hke working for vow
own lather. He put it to me that Twas help-
g the war elfort by taking the place ol
the men who were going away so 1 was
only (llll]l_:n: the Red Cross work voluntanrily
i the evenings and at weekends

‘Laura said to me, “Why don't you come
up to St. Dunstan’s and have an interview
with Matron Pease?” So 1 did and that’s
how it happened. I was still working dur-
ing the day. 1 used to go two or three
cvenings a week and sometimes weekends
and the first people I saw, the first night |
was there, were Norman Perry and Ronnie
Vincent and Max was sort of in the door-
way of the lounge, I don't think I spoke to
Max that first night.

T was nervous on my first night because
[ didn't know what Hester Pease was like,
matrons are usually very stern people, but
she wasn't at all, not when vou knew her —
she was like a mother. Our uniform was
roval blue with a starched white apron
with a red cross on and a starched veil. 1
was dressed up with my shoes polished as
if I was going on parade and Ronnie Vin-
cent caught hold of me from the back —
his arms clasped round me, Norman Perry
took my veil and my belt and my shoes
while Ronnie held me and then hid them.
I was really frightened to death. I thought
well, my first night and now I am going to
have the sack. It was a start but that's how it
happened.

‘When Joan started’, Max said, 'T took a
liking to her straight away and I used to
make a bee-line when she came on duty to
make sure that I nabbed her. I used to get
her to read the Life of Sir Arthur Pearson
which really, I suppose. was an excuse in a
way and it gradually went on from there.

‘Once a month on a Wednesday night
we used to have what we called a guest
night when there was entertainment
arranged and somebody would come and
play the piano or sing some songs or tell
some stories. You could invite a guest and
sometimes it finished up with a bit of a
dance il vou could make room in the
lounge.

T don’t suppose the staff had any
experience with blind people but they
never fussed us. They never pestered to
want to take us or worry whether we could
lind our way around the building and the
grounds. Joan commented, ‘1t didn’t
worry any ol us, vet none ol us had ever
met blind !u':n[:]t‘ betore. 1t didn’t bother
us a bit but we were a bit sort of naive, 1
think, some of us VA.Ds!

St. Dunstaners helped one another said




Max, ‘'When someone new came one of
the old boys used to show them around. It
was dm.l/mghtm quickly they all adapted
toit. I can't really remember anybody who
was really down in the (lumps there, not
miserable.

‘A little bit later on the numbers got so
big that a Mr. Cohen, who lived in the next
house to St. Dunstan’s, allowed us to use
one wing of his house as an overflow. To
start with he and his wile were Kkind
enough to let us use their swimming pool
and we used to be able to go over there
and have a swim whenever we wanted to.
Then they offered us part of their house.
There were three bedrooms, two bath-
rooms and I was one of the St. Dunstaners
who moved in.

‘There was an old chap, he was an ex-
Captain in the Pioneers, a real Army type,
Captain Blagden. He used to take us row
ing on a lake near Simonstown, the naval
base and on rambles across country. He
was a verv active, [it man and when we had
this facility at Mr. Cohen’s house he slept
over there in one of the bedrooms so that
they had a sighted person there in case
there was any problem. They were vern
good to us, the Cohens, very gencrous
people.

Max went through his training courses:
T did braille, 1 did my typing to the pass
level, I think it was 45 words per minute,
and 1 did a tull course ol basketwork
right through shopping baskets, waste-
paper baskets, soiled linen baskets, trays
and picnic baskets — Iwent through about
23 different kinds and 1 thought that that
was what T might be doing when I came
home but things altered

Change of plans

Max's plans fo his luture lite were alrered
with the arrival of that new V.AD, Joan
Clement, for that was her name belore he
marriage to Max, and an account ol the
events that led up to that reads ke the
|||l:! ol a novel.

Let Joan rake up the story as then
attachment to each other became closer
My father was a very generous person
Whenever convoys came i o ( ape lown

he used to go down in the car and wait at

the dock gates to invite some of the chaps
coming (t\lmn to our home. He was very
caretul, having three daughters, but he
was very good at sizing up people. Very
many Army and Navy and Air Force peo-
ple used to come and some of them were
there for some time. He used to kit them
out with flannels and white shirts so they
could get out of their uniforms and my
mother used to correspond with thei
families and send them food parcels. Any-
way at the beginning with St. Dunstaners
my father thought that they were marvel-
lous, how they coped and he invited Max
among them.

Mr. Clement was not so sure when it
came to talk of an engagement and not
exactly in favour, to put it mildly: ‘He tried
to point out all the ditficulties. He said to
Max, “You haven't got a jobh.” Which was
true. And he said, "My daughter has lived
in South Alrica all her lile with servants”
He did everything to put Max off: “She's
never had to do any housework, anv cook-
ing. She can't sew.” But Max said, very
romantically, "T'll take a chance.™

|}]|r~.(' words: -\UHIH‘ :-_J‘ill 1 rufl'
spurred Max on: 'T wanted to get back to
England, sort out what 1 was going to do
and then send for Joan so that we would
getmarried. This was in June and et Mrs
Bates know that I would like to get back as
SO0 As I l['“ifl \\l]i']l [}Il'|!' was a "!I][[I
available. Because I was a Marine, she
asked the Naval authoritnes if at any time
they would have a ship for me to travel
back. She did arrange it but I would have
to wait and [ would have to be prepared to
g0 at a dav’s notice.

At the begmmning ol August the message
came [rom the Navy to sav there was a
bherth for Max on HAMS. Resolution. Over-
night there was hasty packing o do and a
tarewel! from Joan, T didn’t know i 1943
when T'd ever get over, being war-time

Max had ].ILIIIH!'([ Lo take mone Lramng
al Church Stretton but he was only there a
lew days: ' Tgot back to Rosyth, in Scotland
| was in lmx]n!,ll there about ten davs wait
mg to o belore o medical  board
Eventually was discharged from the Navy
and I came down to St. Dunstan’s, Church
Stretton i the “at'|r|’r'||||u'1 of 43, 1T was
only there a weekend and then they sent

me home with an escornt

Max and J,I'ur.-.u i thern __.rr.lr-{'l., nin ,f__\r |"r-

Back at home for the first time since he
was called up in 1940, Max visited his for-
mer emplovers, Wilts. United Dairies, with
his father: ‘T was an electrician assistant
and I'd been working there for about six
and a hall years. My father was the fore-
man engmeer at the factory and [ went up
with him to see the manager and have a
chat with him. I told him that I thought 1
Was .|p.1|1|n- ol doing a certain amount of
the work 1 was doing belore in the work-
\]IIF}J but I wouldn’t be able to move about
the factory as I had done previously

‘He agreed to take me back on a month’s
trial and il I was able to cope with the work
in the shop which meant stripping down
and assembling electric motors and star-
ters and that sort of work, then they would
keep me on. Iwentup to St. Dunstan’s with
My parents i the October just for a
weekend so actually T did no training in
England. 1 started back at the factory on
the 1st November!

O went a cable to Joan to show to
Lather. She had o deade what she was

going to do. There were still problems
with my parents about me coming to a war
zone and travelling. My father said, “You
won't get a passage anvway because civil-
ians are washed out as far as shipping is
concerned.” But, of course, he didn't bar-
gain for St. Dunstan’s. Mrs. Chadwick
Bates said she could get me a passage even
il I had to wait. She did and then when my
father realised that 1 wasn't going to
change my mind he said he wasn’t going to
have anybody else paying my passage, def-
initely not, and he paid for me!

An eventful voyage

\fter a period of waiting the call came to
join a ship in Durban, a rail journey of two
nights from Cape Town. On November
I 7th Joan began an eventful vovage which
took two months, ‘Tt was really hot and 1
was Iving down in the afternoon in the
cabin when an air raid alarm went.” Before
she could decide whether it was a real
attack or a practice she was flung from one
end ol the cabin to the other as a homb




broke the back of the ship. T was in what
they called a siren suit and I picked up my
bag automatically and slung it across my

shoulders so I was able to get in and out of

the lifeboat easily enough without losing
anything. L had my money all right and my
paéspurtf

But that was all — Joan lost all her other
belongings and all her wedding presents.
‘It was just accidental, we were the only
ship that was bombed and that was that.
We had to take to the lifeboats and we
were picked up by a corvette. I slept that
night on an ammunition hatch because
there was no room down below. They
transferred us to HM.S. Stork the next day.

She arrived in Glasgow with just the
clothes she stood up in: trousers and
Naval jersey. T had my Red Cross bag with
my passport and my travellers’ cheques.
We'd bought a wedding ring in Cape Town
and I had that strung round my neck!
Arrangements had been made for Joan to
stay temporarily with her grandparents in
Bristol, T didn't get there until about mid-
night in the black-out. I found a military
policeman and explained the situation.
He managed to get me a taxi that took me
to my grandparents and that gave them a
right shock!'

So the wedding ring moved from Joan’s
neck to her finger and Max’s job at the
dairy, that had brought about their marri
age, lasted nearly 40 vears until his early
retirement for reasons of health. 1 often
look back and think, well, what way would
my life have gone if  hadn't lost my sight. It
couldn’t have been happier!

Some of the happy memories are of the
times at Tembam they both share. Joan
recalls the members of the Greek Roval
family who staved not far from Tembani:
‘King Constantine was only a little boy
then with Frederika and Katrina and Prin
cess Radzivill, She used to come on duty as
a V.AD., so called, but she wasn't a tramed
V.AD. I used to know when she was on
duty because I'd be at the bottom ol the
drive, coming up and vou could hear her
Laugh. She had a very loud Liugh. She was
a very Ii;nr-:l hearted ]:t'unm.'

With Jimmy Ellis, Max was invited to
their house: “The older members of the
Royal Family were Prince George and
Princess Marie, | think, and we had a nice

dinner there and then we went to a sym-
phony concert at the City Hall. They were
quite informal, you know.

Just as at Church Stretton and Regent’s
Park music played a part in rehabilitation
at Tembani. It was Jimmy Ellis who started
the band: "He was a marvel really because
he lost the one hand and so much of the
other yet he could play the trumpet well.
He could also play the piano. He was a
musician and his idea was that we form
this band. I played the saxophone, but 1
could only play bits of Whispering and a
bit ol Annie Roonev. We had a musician
from the Cape Town Symphony
Orchestra to teach us. We went to enter-
tain the civilian blind and we played for
people who came to Tembani, for guest
nights.

“Tembani was really home from home.
I'here weren't any real restrictions put on
you and if anybody came up and invited
vou out anvwhere vou onlv had to let the
Matron know that vou had been invited
out. What I do remember is the amazing
hospitality of the people in Cape Town!

Capt. Kenneth Gray

Mrs. Rosemary Grav, of Bowdon, Cheshire
sends us this poem written by her Late hus-
band, Captain Kenneth Gray. She [eels
many St. Dunstaners may empathise with
the sentiments ['\ii!l"\\t'l! in the Poem

“The days will :.fm'\\ aned you will come g

Ve T shall see you stll The torment’s gone

when covrage, crumbled by the riddling worms

of fear, trickled away. Though the full terms

of surhis” surrender are not yel revealed,

J’.‘.’H’H' {6 stermt unth honour, and noft vield

Vran to lack of faath on owr joend strength

Meanwhile, how can § shorten the weary le ngith

of this between-tume? Hooves of common pilerces

IJJ-'J’H.'I,err all day the scented meadow grasses

af thenghd, aoned vagrhd 1s gloome I struggle betuween

thas huemdrum beat of time and the dan g L

which Plays you in, not L i stefr with etther

But soon the drum will stofr and we lwo moe
Lagredlier

Till then, be it r'}.lrlrf_;:.’.' that fear s gone

Fhe days will pass and we again be on

Capl. Richard Bingley is presented with a certificate by
the Mayor of Newton Abbolt, Councillor Babs May-
hew, after he came 3vd in the Senior Citizens section of
the ‘Britain in Bloom’ Competition. Capt. Bingley
who has recently joined St Dunstan’s Gards ning Club
achieved his success despite intense competition

Photo kindly supplied by Herald Exprress, Torquay

HARRIET IS 100

Centenarian Harriet Short celebrated her
100th birthday on February 7th, sur-
rounded with cards and flowers and
received the traditional 100th birthdas
message [rom The Queen.

Murs, Short was born at Standford, Nor
folk, and has spent most of her life in the
county. \]]1' i\ I'}u' \\i:li w ol li](' |.|lt‘ \\Il'
liam Short, ol Sculthorpe, Norfolk, who
died 11 years ago.

Mi. Short who was wounded in the First
World War worked as a gamekeeper tor 40
vears at the Cranmer Hall Estate, and the
couple lived at Sculthorpe untl M. Short
cied. Among the many [lower arrange
ments was one from the daughters ol her
late husbhand’s Lirst 1'Il|]\]==\:'|

Mrs, Short now lives with her danghter,
Mrs. Vera Usher. She also has a son, a
grand-daughter and rwo  great grand
children

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

From Mrs. Eve Cowan, of Rottingdean
May I express my thanks to everyone for
their sincere sympathy on the loss of my
dear John, T will always remember the
kindness and care we received from Dr.
Janvrin, Miss Lord, Mr. and Mrs. Dickson
and all the stafl at Headquarters, during
the 8 months of John's illness.

I also send my thanks to Matron King
and her staff at Pearson House and Major
Neve and all John's friends in Handicrafts
at Ian Fraser House, where he spent so
many happy times.

On behalf of myself, my son, daughter
and family T wish to thank vou all at Sr.
Dunstan’s.

From L. W. Cook, of Swindon, Wilts

My wife and 1 would like to express our
sincere thanks for the wonderful bouquet
ol flowers and for the good wishes of Miss
Lord, staff and friends at Ht‘.arlipl;n'h-rn,
and to other friends at St. Dunstan’s on the
occasion of our Golden Wedding Anni-
versary on February 10th.

From Alf Bradley,

Northwood, Middle

I must say how surprised I was to read in
the Jan/Feb Review an article under the
heading "Braille Reform’.

Earlier last vear | recall quite a lot of
correspondence giving some detailed rea-
sons against any alterations to the present
system.  This being followed by a
1|I_Jt‘\|il!ll1].ii|'t' and voting.,

lo find out the result of these deliber-
attons and votme, |1 lvl(‘!)hrmwl Braille
House. 1 was relieved to have the l't_'[il_\,
“The proposal for any braille reform is
dead and buried’. In fact 1 conveved my
leeling of reliel in a letter to the Review.

Now | am very willing to be told that 1
misunderstood the whole atfair, and 1 how
to much wiser heads and more sensitive
fingers than mine, but 1 confess to raising
an evebrow n \IIiIl'i‘\(' at the ]mr!umﬂ
reforms which seem to be verv much alive

and progressing




Positive Thoughts

by Paul Walker

Paul Walker served with the Pavachute Regi

ment during the Second World War. As a regular

soldier he continued (o serve in peace-time in
Palestine and in Germany. In September 195(),
as he puts i T hit the lorry! He was viding a
motor cycle when he was in collision with a lorry,
head injuries cost him his sight. He joimed St,
Dunstan’s in September 1951. 1 had no idea
what [would do. It was due to the help Irecerved
from the people at Ovingdean that I took tele-
phony, At the end of 1989 heretived and this is his
account of 35 years with the South Fastern
Electricity Board.

At 9 a.m. on Monday, 31st January 1955 1
started work as a l{']t‘l)]ltllli\[ onall) = 50
PBX (Private Exchange Board) with the
South Eastern Electricity Board, Lewes,
the county town of Sussex, and situated
seven miles from Ovingdean, where 1
received my training, Mrs. L. E. Brown, St.
Dunstan’s Placement Oflicer, came with
me for the first week. She will be remem

hered as a very good friend to other St

Dunstaners in a similar situation to mine.

Switchboard operating can be very rou-
tine. In this case it wasn't like that. The
usual calls of office lile were olten inter-
rupted with reports of electricity failures
by natural causes such as wind and rain
but very often by man himsell: Cars, lor-
ries, JCBs, farmers ploughing — the calls
came thick and fast. Even fields on fire
caused some distress to poles tull of creo-
sate.

Finding my way around the town ol
Lewes was not easy. However, at the time |
arrived direct current cables were being
replaced by alternating current cables
and this went on for several vears, Dealing
with road traflic diversions and blocked
up pavements all helped me to become
familiar with street names. This together
with first class friends at the ollice made
life so much better,

1960 came and in late October the
floods ol Lewes. The river Quse over-
flowed its banks and several roads were
under two feet of water. Shops and houses
suffered as did our own generating station
on the river bank itself, Mv switchboard
was kept busy from 7 aum. to 7 p.m. with
calls from the public complaining ol
meters under water, electricity and cables
still working under water and, curiously,
one asking if there was anv danger of fire

On February 22nd, 1961 a telephonist’s
nightmare occurred. On that day the old
Lewes manual exchange was going auto-
1t a great event. At five to one 1
broadcast round the building asking peo-
|:]|_- not to use the lt'h'[]]]l'lll'\. I closed the
switchboard and all was well. When 1 re-
opened the switchboard just alter two
trouble! About two hundred people in the
middle of Lewes, all around where T was
working, had just gone off supply and my
exchange was not functioning. I couldn’t
make a call outgoing on the new auto
matic svstem. As I put a key [orward 1o
make a call I had the dialling tone all the
time. I had a taulty dial, a manufacturing
fault — one in a million. Talk about being
cmbarrassed!

I couldn’t get out to contact the G.PO.
When I realised what had happened |
asked the first caller that came in if he
would ask the telephone people to ring
me on an ex-directory number which 1
gave him. Within five minutes the Post
Office had contacted me. By a quarter to
three there were three telephone engi
neers plus mysell crowded inomy little five
feet by seven feet telephone room. They
found the faulty dial and by three o'clock
things were back to normal

June 1961 and my work pattern
changed dramatically. A radio transmitter
and receiver were istalled alongside
switchboard fon operation by me. This
extra duty was to pass messages [rom
mains engineers, jointers, linesmen, fit

ters, lorry drivers, foremen and electricity
meter readers. Many new voices came to
my ear and message taking and passing
became routine. Call signs had to be
memorised and the phonetic alphabet
was used as and when necessary,

Our District had grown and by 1967 my
switchboard was full. We moved lock,
stock and barrel from our High Street pre-
mises to a new purpose built depot on the
outskirts of Lewes. There I had a 10 < 60
PBX, all full, plus 17 manual telephones.
lactiles were used instead of the old fash-
ioned  dolls  eyves and this made
communication so much better. Seeboard
re-organised itself in 1969 and the old dis-
tricts merged with the Brighton one. Stall
were moved to and from Brighton and we
became an engineering section on our
own looking after 142,000 customers. It
was during that year that I left telephony
and moved into control to deal with the
R1 and mains calls onlv. By now 70 radio
equipped vehicles were ringing my call
sign — Dyvke Control; this | am sure was a
relerence to Devils Dyvke at Brighton,
Radio and telephone calls doubled as did
damage to street signs, road signs and bol-
lards. This was an interesting time for me
as I was not only dealing with industrial
consumerts but also with their bigger use
ol electricity, About this time also I made
contact with the control rooms ol the fire.
police and ambulance services, the water
and gasboards and the area local authorit-
ies. I became firm Iriends with then
{1|||It||l]t']‘w ,ml] []ll\ Were 1maost ]It'l[lilll iII
passing  emergency messages in both
directions. How proud I was when passing
messages to lan Fraser House and Pearson
House advising them of interruption 0l
supply. Their electrical engineer, Mr. Bob
Ficld 1s a great character,

v 1972 came and with it a difh
cult time for me. Loadsheddimg took

Februa

irl.lll' OWIHIE 1O the coalminers lll\l?l”l'.
Callers from all quarters gave me some
stick — factory managers, the butcher, the
baker and parncularly worned mothers
with voung children 1o Ll'{'ir wari, My
wife threatened me  with sandwiches
unless 1 did somethimg, OF course T eould
not, 1972 was also notable lor ive or six
meteorolocical balloons coming down on
our high voliage lines in the Plumpton

area. Iwo ol these landed on the same line
within half a mile of each other alter com-
ing down from 100,000 feet or more. One
man rang to ask il he could recover one of
those balloons using a ladder! The Con
trol Engineer said, ‘not likely’ 01
something to that effect.

Life and time went on at a [ast pace and
in 1981 we again re-organised. Brighton
merged with the Worthing District which
meant another 78,000 customers and 40
more radios as well as additional call signs
to learn and more voices to recognise. Oun
section moved to Portland Road, Hove.
I'his made a big difference to me in as
much as I had to change from walking to
work to travelling on two trains in each
direction. The days seemed long. How-
ever my duties kept me busy and amy
visitor looking at my desk would be
impressed. On it were a tannoy system for
around the building and depot, BT trans-
mitter and receiver, four telephones,
shorthand braille machine, typewriter,
large braille telephone directory, facsi-
mile machine and one large fan. The
temperature in the room was fine but the
calls from the public often generated
great heat.

Settling down took some time but even-
tually 1 got into myv stride. Then in
October 1987 the hurricane hit us. The
following day was the only one on which |
failed to get to work owing to road and rail
links being cut. On arrival the next day all
[ did was rtake messages about storm
damage to our overhead network. This
went on lor nearly ten action packed days.
Message taking was routine — name, acld-
ress, telephone number lollowed by a
short description of the damage reported
by the customer — e.g. tree has hit pole,
chimnev and overhead line both down,
msulators arcing, cracked, broken or not
there. pole or pole type transformer on it
both down, sub-station fence flat, owm
lines and BT lines tangled, roads, paths,
access to buildings, Lactories and yards
blocked with wires and scores ol similan
calls, Some ol the most important were
from  kidney  patients  on  dhalysis
machines. To put all this damage right
miles ol wires were brought inand lorries
laden with poles were seen coming in all
directions. Engineers and Imesmen from




Positive Thoughts continued ———

other parts of the country came to help us
restore supply — even a contingent of
those fine soldiers, the Ghurkas, in their
colourful uniform. What a friendly, lively
lot of soldiers these men are. The spirit ol
the staff during this most difficult time
was magnificent. The damage can still be
seen. As 1 write these lines during the
alternoon of February 1st 1990, Iam in the
middle of another storm. A similar hurri-
cane, but not quite so bad, is raging and
my neighbours’ fence has blown down.
At the end of 1989 1 retired from See-
board and on looking back I enjoved all
aspects of my work. To the teachers at
Ovingdean, who made it possible, my
thanks. Mv thanks also to all at Seeboard
who helped me for 35 years — and they
were great in this — and last but by no
meuans least my job was made easier by the
BT Directory Enquiries Stall. If there was
a number to be found theyv found it. Well
done girls. I was given a marvellous retire-
ment presentation at the office and three
weeks later all the liaison engineers came
to a local pub and presented me with a
Chad cartoon entitled “What, no liaison
engineer:” and a radio telephone hand-
set. The boys and girls did me proud.

Welcome to
St. Dunstan’s

On behalf of St Dunstan'’s, we welcome a St
Dhunstaner recently admitted to me mbership and
the Review faa:ff:'\ she will settle down happily
as a member of our family.

Mrs. Alys Briggs. ol Hudderstield, who
joined on January 30th.

Murs. Briggs served as a Lance Corporal
inthe ATS from 1941 1o 1942 Completing
her service with the 210(M) HAA Regi
ment, which is part of the Roval Regiment
of Artillery. Mrs. Briggs lives with her
husband, Walter, and they have a grown
up family.
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GARDENING
NOTES

We certainly have been having very bad
weather in the early part of the year and
only hope that vou in the Midlands and
South have not been washed out. 1 don't
think that anvone in the country has been
able to start off as the soil has been too
muddy. Perhaps those with greenhouses
may have got some seeds in, though even
here water will have gotin. I hope that you
have got going well by now which means
that evervthing will be very late. Put down
a fair amount of fertiliser as most of it will
have been washed out earlier on.

Vegetables

Get the ground ready to receive seeds and
well grown plants. Add some compost o1
lertiliser as vou dig over and add lime,
with a heavier dose where vou are to grow
the cabbage familv, Many of the items
which vou grew from seed in the green-
house will be hardened off in the frames
and ready to be put in the beds. These
items could be sprouts, canliflower, cab-
bage, lettuce ere. Don't plant these too
close and il vou have too many Lor the [irst
setting keep the rest in their boxes in case
vou lose them in the beds

Most vegetables can be setin the beds as
seeds now il vou have no greenhouse o1
[rame. Give them some cover in the shape
ol plastic sheets to give extra warmth and
protect them against the birds, Don't fon
get to peg them down as winds will take
them awav. Sone plants which were sown
carlier in the vear such as radish, onions
and parsnips will have come up well so
thin them out. Early potatoes mav b
showing some green shoots above the

ground, cover these with extra soil

Gardening Notes continued

Getin some canes or other sticks ;11u|||\_,r|
the broad bean and pea rows so that vou
can tie them in as they grow and stop the
wind from making a mess. Keep the hoe
going regularly in order that the weeds
are kept down. Put some slug pellets down
amongst the plants as slugs can be a prob-
lem from now on.

Fruit

I'he buds will be showing now and the
insects will be getting at them so give a
dose of derris. either in liquid or powder
form as a deterrent. All the currants which
are liable to big bud should be sprayed
with lime and sulphur. This is an old and
very good idea indeed. Use for a period ol
a couple of months at the rate of every
other week. Put in some Growmore or
liquid fertiliser at roor level tor all frui

trees and bushes.

Lawns

A good start can be made by cutting the
grass to make the place look tidier. Put the
blades ol the mower down at a tairly low
level and cut the grass about twice in the
month with the box in place. Some ferti
liser weedkiller should be spread over
the grass alter it has been cut. See that you
have udied up the edges alter you have cut
the main lawn. Clean the mower espe-
cially the blades and put some oil on the
working parts so that everything will be in
vood conditton when vou next bring it

i'.lll\‘\('l“\

Some ol the perennials plus a few ol the

hardy annuals like primula and polvan

thus will be IvIng Jd :_"lnr:l show now.

Ensure that you have broken up those

large clumps ol perennials which vou lelt

over from last vear, Throw away the centre

picces and then replant the outside pieces
with plenty of roots. Dig over the soil

around the shrubs and it might be a good

ilea to add some fertiliser in the form ol
Growmore which will last a long time,
Peonies will be showing all their new
shoots so fork around them.

Put in some canes around the taller
items and then you can tie them in as they
grow to stop the wind breaking them
down. Keep the hydrangeas tied in well
and the old Nowers should be cut away
provided there is no frost about. Get all
the soil in the places where the half-hardy
annuals are to be planted forked over and
get the rake on the top of the soil to make
it nice and fine.

Roses should be pruned to low level
now so as to get new growth for the season.,
Fork around at root level and add some
fertiliser. Keep the centre of the bhushes
open with all new growth shooting out-
wards. Spray the whole of the bush with an
msecticide plus black spot deterrent. Put
down slug pellets in all parts of the garden
especially: where vou are planting the
annuals.

Greenhouse

Keep the temperature under the glass at a
mintmum ol 45F but it would be better at
about 35F with all the plants either in pots
or at seed level. Put all the bedding plants
in boxes a good distance apart to give
good growth so that they can go straight
into their places in the beds alter having
heen acchmatized in lrames. These as a
rule can go out by the end of the month in
the South but keep them back a bit later in
the North.

It vou have a been a bit late with the
sowing ol seeds there is stll time, since
they will J1IOW Very ||||in]\l\ il started n
[rames or in sunny places with some plas-
tic over the boxes ol seeds. Remember to
aet all those plants that are now in small
pots into their flowering containers at
once, Many ol the tuberous items such as
begonia, achimenes, gloxinia and cvela
men are best ]:i.nm‘:l in 5 inch pots. I'he




Gardening Notes continued

other items such as cineraria and gerani-
ums may do better in slightly smaller pots
Remember to give them a good watering
when you place them in new containers,
Paint the outside of the greenhouse with a
special white paint to protect the plants
from the full effects of strong sunlight.
Tomatoes will be growing very well now
so make certain that you have them in
their fruiting pots which should measure
[0 inches, or you may have special bags
which will hold four plants. I have found
that a few extra holes in the bottom of the
bags will make for berter drainage. Take
all the side shoots off as the tomatoes
grow, retaining only the owers which
will give the fruit. When the plants grow
and are just about touching the glass, nip
the tops ofl. Don't lorget to put in some
tall canes to keep the plants nice and
straight. Spray the plants every so often
with water to make the fruit set and give
liquid fertliser about once everv 14 davs.

CLUB NEWS

NATIONAL BRIDGE CLUB
REMINDER

Anyone wishing to take part in the 3-Way
Competition which will take place on Hth
Gth May (Bridge Weekend) should hook
with Frances Casey at Headquarters.

BRIGHTON CLUB BRIDGE
The February Pairs Match

Played on 4th February

| st Mrs, Holborow & M. Douse
2nd Bill Allen & Mrs. A, Clements
Srd - Bill Phillips & Dr. . Goodlad
lth  Reg Goding & DD, Whit

KH]

Hth M. Clements & Mrs. Douse
6Gth  Alf Dodgson & Mrs. White
J. Huk & Miss Stenning
Sth - Wally Lethbridge &
Mr. Goodlad

Individual results
Played on 17th February

Ist  J. Huk

2nd Bill Phillips
Wally Lethbridge
Mrs. L. White

5th - Mrs. A. Clements

Gth - Alf Dodgson

7th  Reg Goding

Sth Bob Evans

INTER CLUB LEAGUE
We plaved the Srd round in the West Sus
sex Inter Club League on Sundav, 25th
February against West Sussex A,

['he visitors established a good lead of
I8 points by half time and eventually won
by 23 points which translates into 12 vie-
tory pomnts for West Sussex and 4 victon
pomts for St. Dunstan’s

Our team was:

Bill Phillips J. Huk

Vi Delaney Reg Goding

Wally Lethbridge Bill Allen

Al Dodgson Johnny Whitcombe

Individuals played 24th February 1990
Replacing round lost 20th January 1990

Resulis
Ist  Dr. |, Goodlad
nd Bob Evans

Sl Allen
tth Wally Lethbridge
Hth Mrs. A. Clements
tbeh . Huk

Mrs. R. Bushell
Rth Vi Delaney

Bill Phillips
Lith Mrs, S. Holborow

Miss Stenning
12th Alf Dodgson

FAMILY NEWS

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENTS
Congratulations to:

Caroline Attfield, daughter of Joeand Stella
Attfield, of Paignton, Devon, who passed
the Association of Accounting Techni-
clans examinations at intermediate level
for Accounting, Elements of Information
Systems, Business Law and Economic
Statistics.

Constable Graham Flynn, grandson ol
Mpys. M. Flynn, of Horley, who won a com-
mendation for bravery [or disarming and
arresting a dangerous drunk without
regard for his own safety.

BIRTHDAYS

Congratulations to:

Vrs. Harriet Angelina Short, of Fakenham,
Norlolk, who celebrated her 100th hirth-
dayv on February 7th.

GRANDCHILDREN
Congratulations to:

Paul and Cynthie Baker, of Sidmouth,
Devon, on the birth of a grandson, Ben. on
January 27th, in Wellington, New Zealand,

to their son, John and his wife,

Vrs. Brenda Green, ol Epsom, Surrey, on the
birth of her first grandchild, Sophie Eli
zabeth, born on September 29th last, 1o
Lynne and Stephen Green.

M. and Mis. Alhert Steer, of Billingham,
Cleveland, on the birth of a grandson,
Robert John, on August Sth last, to then

son, Rav and his wile

GREAT GRANDCHILDREN
Congratulations to:

”.'.-".," and May [ v, ol Glouceste 1, on the
birth ol a great-grandchild, Natalie Kim
berley, who was born January 24th, to

thew grandson, John and his wile, Tracey

Vies, I M. Latham, ol [||.|||.| on-the-Hill,
on the birth of a great grand Il,lll;fl[tL

Fmma Latham, who was born in January

MARRIAGES

Congratulations to:

Philip and Edith Day, of Walsall, on the ma

riage of their grandson, Stafl Sergeant
Philip John Day, to Miss Michelle McGily-
ray, on December 2%rd, at the United
Reform Church, Wevimouth,

GOLDEN WEDDINGS
Congratulations to:

Tommy and Lowisa Bice, of West Moors, Dor-
set, who celebrated their Golden Wedding
Anniversary on March 2nd.

Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Cook, of Purton, Wilt-
shire, who celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on February 10th.

Kenneth and Edna Maple, of Rushden, Nor-
thants, who celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on February 17th.

My, and Mrs. E R Mills, of Tavistock. who
celebrated their Golden Wedding Anni-
versary on February 24th.

\rthur and Eva Teny, of Kettering, Nor
thants, who celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on February 17th.

DEATHS

We offer condolences to:

I'he family and friends of Mrs. Rebecea
Dale, of Middlesbrough, widow of the late
John Dale, who passed away on February
bhth

I'he familv and friends of Mrs, Priscilla
Dunwoodie,  of Newcastle-upon-Tyne,
widow ol the late Creovge Dunwoodie, who
passed away on February | 1th.

Ihe familyv and friends of Mrs, Hilda
Fanny (Pat) Voyee, of Gloucester, widow of
the late Thomas Voyee, who passed awav on
February Gth,

Vivs, D, Burden, ol Saltdean, on the death ol
her son-in-law, Mr. Lionel Woods, who
ched suddenly i Spain shortly belore
Christmas




In Memory

Itis with great regret we have to record the deaths of the following St. Dunstaners and we
offer our deepest sympathy to their widows, families and friends.

J. C. Cowan, Royal Norfolk Regiment
We are very sorry to report the death of John
Cowan, of Rottingdean, at Pearson House on
February 16th. He was 66 vears ol age, and had
been a St Dunstaner for 44 vears.

John Cowan enlisted in the 1st Battalion,
I'he Roval Norfolk Regiment in 1942, He took
part in the Normandy landings at Sword Beach
and served until April 1944, when he was
injured in Germany three weeks betore the
end of the war. On his admission to St. Dun-
stan’s he trained first in shopkeeping and then
i telephony. In 1955 he settled in Boreham-
wood where he became a very active memben
of The Roval British Legion

As Chatrman ol the Entertainment Comumit-
tee lor ten vears 1t tell to him to o anise the
celebration ol the Legions golden jubilee,
which he did in style. He participated in his
regimental reunion at the Bocage and Pavee. in
Normandy, in 1986, and regularly attended the
Armistice Day parades in Belgium. Enghien
was the adopted town of his battalion and then
branch of the Legion presented him with a
medal. In 1952, with 35 Belgian ex-Servicemen
he was one ol the guests of the Brinsh Armv in
Cologne. On one ol these occasions he suc-
cinctly summed up his philosophy: remembes
the dead but remember the [uture also

Following his retivement alter a long and
busy career he moved 1o Rottingdean im 19584
and became a regular visitor o lan Fraser
House. He and his wile lor many vears enjoved
exchange visits with thenr Belgian nends

We extend owm \\|1|||.1!]|\ 1o his wile, Evelyn
his devoted companion tor 43 vears, their son
and daunghter, and all members of the Banily

D. W. Davies, loval Fngineers
We are very sad 1o record the death ol David
Wallord Davies on February 15th, He was 58
vears ol age, and had been a St Dunstaner lor
14 veurs

Mr. Davies was a steel worker until b penrieel
the Avmy i 1949, serving with the Roval Eng
neers. Undortunately alter two yvears he was
involved man accident and lost the sight i his
right eve. He was then dise ||.|1-_'|<-rl Irom the
Aoy and entered  the nursing protession

working for nearly 200 vears as o psyehiatyi
: 4

nurse. He also gave a certain amount of help 1o
Mrs. Davies who was warden of a children’s
home. He was also a member of a lifeboat crew,
as well as ]\:'il]}.{ on the roll of Coast Guards.

Later in life the sight in Mr, Davies’ left eve
deteriorated and in 1975 he joined St. Dun-
stan’s. At thar time he was still on the roll of
Coast Guards, and although he did not take an
active part in their work, he attended meetings
and helped in other ways,

Mr Davies had retired from work by the time
he came to St. Dunstan’s. On joining he took
use of tools and woodwork courses at Head-
quarters  and also  studied  typing  and
handicrafts at Lan Fraser House, Later he went
1o stay permanently at Lan Fraser House, and
was happy there for over 10 vears. Mr. Davies
was an extremely skilled picture-framer and
lramed some to the pictures which now hang
in Ian Fraser House. He was also ]:wluunslmr
lor triaoming the bedroom mirrors i the new
wing at lan Fraser House which is now unden
construction

\\l' ""|||| O SIncere « |?||'||J|l'l|| s Loy lli\ SO,

Gareth Davies, and all members of the Ll

D. Jennings, Royal Nauvy
We are sad 1o record the death of M David
Jennings, of Petworth, on February 17th. He
wis B7 vears of age, and had been a S Duan-
staner since December 1944

Mr. Jennings enlisted in January 1942 and
served m the Roval Navy as stoker until he was
chischarged in January 1945, He was blinded
when a Iving bomb tell mothe front garden of
his home, killing his mother and two sisters

Following his admassion to St Dunstan'’s he
traaned as a |t|'EJ|II'|I|‘~| el worked in this
Capacly until he retived on health gronnds i
1974, In s Spare L he was a keen angler, a
Mason and was also nterested in handicralts
cricket, woodwork and the theate, He and his
wile, Eleanor, ¢ ppovedd many visis wo Lan Fraser
House where he took JRATERR IOy ey e I
U8, they celebrated thenr Ruby Wedding
A nversany

We send our sincere “.|||||.|I']|'. 1o hias wiclow
then davghiers, Sallv and Susan, grandehil

i||t 1 .I||l| Il: II|"II 1 members ol |||I Ly

IN MEMORY contined

J- Legge, Seaforth Highlanders
Mr. James Legge, M.CS.P. of Westburv-on-
Irym. Bristol, affectionately known as Jimmy,
passed away at his home on February 21st, fol-
lowing a serious illness. He was 74 vears ol age,
and had been a St. Dunstaner since 1943,

As a Territorial Army reservist, he was aulo-
matically  embodied into  the Sealorth
Highlanders at the outset of the Second World
War. In May 1940, Mr. Legee sulfered bullet
wounds to his face while serving in Belgium
and was blinded. He was subsequently cap
tured and became o prisoner of war in
Germany where he became a member of the
Marquis of Normanbyv’s School for Blinded
Prisoners. He was repatriated to the UK. in
14943

Mr. Legge went directly to Church Stretton
where he was trained for Physiotherapy. At
first, he successtully combined his work as a
J'll\\»lul|1('t‘||llkl tor the K']Ii[r](.‘\l'l'\ of an anr-
cratt company with his own practice at home in
the evening. However, from 1979 he was in
private  practice exclusively  and  regularly
attended ow |’}J\~.|-sl’|:t-|.l]1\ Conferences as
well as some held in Canada and Australia
Many St. Dunstaners mav remember his in-
tevesting article 'St Dunstan's Physiotherapists
Down Under” which appeared in the August

[UR7 edition of the Review Mr. | e was also i

L
prolific correspondent with his briends at

home and abroad, mostly in braille, and rewu-
larly attended the ( enotaph parades and o
reunions. In January 1988, Mr. Legee and his
wite, Dornis, celebrated their Ruby Wedding
Anniversan

We send our sincere ‘.'.m|..||}|\ to his widow
and their two sons, Lan and Alistair, aned all

members of the tamily

H. A. Leslie, Seaforth Highlanders
We are sad 1o record the death of Major Ham
ish Angus  Leslic | -O11-5E e
January 25th. He was 7 ATS ( cand had
been a St Dunstaner only a few weeks
Major Leshie served with the Seatorth High-
Landers lrom 1931 1o 1970, He was wounded
three nmes, i France, North Africa and Ger-
many, losing the sight i Ias lelr eve and also
sullering several other severe imjuries. In 1950
Major Leshe took uparenred ollicers prosst ol
held an admnisteative position for 10 vears
untl retivement e

We very muach reeret that we did not have the
opportumity to get to know Major Leshe hette

OUr  SHICeTe \"”'i";!"' to s

N. Lucas-Calcraft, Royal Artillery
Mr. Neville Lucas-Caleraft, of Peterborough
passed away on February 21st He was 70 years
ol age, and had only joined 5t Dunstan’s at the
beginning of this yea

Mr. Lucas-Caleraft served with the Roval
Artillery as a Bombardier from 1936 1o 1945,
He suffered multiple gunshot wounds and as o
result lost the sighit ol his left eve. Following his
discharge from the Armyv. Mr. Lucas-Caleraft
worked until hisretirement as a Research Engi
neer at Perkins Diesel Manufacturers. By the
time he joined St. Dunstan’s he was unfortu-
nately in very poor health

We send our sincere \\tll]:ill]l\ to his widow,
Margaret. and all other members of the family.

G. Nolan, Rovyal Artillery

We are sad 1o report the death of George
Nolan, ol Great Sutton, on February 10th. He
was 78 years ol age. and had been a St. Dun-
staner tor 13 years.

Mr. Nolan served as a Gunner with a light
anti-aireraft unit of the Roval Artillerv from
1940 to 1944, During his military service he
developed an illness which alfected his eve-
sight. Following his discharge {rom the Army,
Mr. Nolan worked at the Manchester Canal
Company and later worked as a pallet maker a
a paper mill

When Mr. Nolan joined St Dunstan’s he had
retred rom full time :'I[l[r]Ir\Hlt'IH and was
turther disabled by illness, but enjoved making
haskets and travs a1t home. Mr. Nolan became
interested in woodwork and ook a picture
Iraming course at Lan Fraser House and latex
he and Mrs: Nolan enjoved many  holidays
there.

We otler our sincere ‘-‘.I'iI‘I'Jil||l\ 1o hias widow,
Bridget, and their amily

S. A. Slater, Suffolk Regiment
Stanley Allred Slater. of Canvey Island, passed
away al home on March 2ndd. He was 72 vears ol
age, and had been a St Dunstaner since 1972
Mur Slater enlisted in the Suftolk Regiment
i 19440, and was sent to the Far East. He was
wounded in the foot and taken prisoner by the
Japanese at the fall of Singapore in February
1942 ~||<'s||||||: the remainder of the war as a
prisoner ol war, His loss of sight was due Lo pri
valton and malnominon, Abtrer the war he
nlsll'-'.'-lllt'iiIHI\IH||i-||\\1|||l|i|:li||;|lli'~.’1|t\-l-:l
many vears until forced to retire on health
vrotds

In his earher lile he was a clarinenst and
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when he had to give up this instrumentdue toa
throat condition he learnt to play the organ.
He was a keen gardener and later became a
fine picture framer. Mr. Slater was a regular
visitor to the Brighton Homes and enjoyed
attending the Lee-on-Solent Camp each vear
as well as the EE.PO.W. Reunions.

We extend our sympathy to his widow,
Eileen, to whom he was happily married for 37
years, and to their son and daughter.

L.A. Webber, Auxiliary Fire Service
We are sad to report the death of Mr. Leslie
Webber, who passed away at Pearson House on
March 2nd. He was 70 years of age, and had
been a St. Dunstaner since 1941,

Leslie Arthur Webber enlisted in the Auxil-
lary Fire Service in 1939, and suftered injuries
from a high explosive bomb, while on fire
guard duty. Before the war Mr. Webber was
emploved as a clerk. On admission to St. Dun-
stan’s he trained as a physiotherapist, and went
on to practice both privately and at Holme
Hospital where he worked until 1979, when he
retired due to ill-health. This has now been
converted to the Community Centre, sur-
rounded by accommodation for the elderly
and bears his name. He was very much
involved in local government and was elected
Mayor ol Tewkesbury in 1970, and again in
1971. During his time in office he had the
honour of greeting her Majesty The Queen on
an official visit to the town

In 1944, he married Dorothy Hallam, daugh
ter of First World War St. Dunstaner, the late
W.J. Hallam, and in 1984 they celebrated thei
Ruby Wedding Anniversary

We send our condolences to his widow, his
son, Peter, grandchildren and all other mem-
bers of the family

J. D. Whiate, Roval Army Medical € arps
It is with sorrow that we record the death of
James Douglas White, of Chilwell, Notts,, on
February 11th. He was 70 years of age, and had
been a St Dunstaner lor 45 vears.

Mr. White served as a Sergeant with the
Roval Army Medical Corps during the Second
World War, working with the 185th Field

Ambulance as a stretcher bearer. He was
injured while serving at Cassino in 1944, and
suffered damage to both his eyes, although he
did retain limited vision in his right eve.

Following his discharge from the Army he
went to St. Dunstan’s in Church Stretton, and
having decided to take up upholstery as a
career took a training course in this field. He
also studied braille, typing, woodwork and rug-
making. In 1945, he started work with an
upholstery firm in Cardiff, transferring after
two years to a firm in the North Midlands. In
1960, Mr. White decided to have a change of
accupation and spent a few years working with
an office maintenance team. He later worked
as a machine operator in industry until his
retirement.

Sadly, Mrs. White died in 1985, after having
been ill for some time. Mr. White managed on
his own for three vears with help from his
children, but with the deterioration of his
health it became necessary for him to give up
his home in Chilwell in August, 1988 and he
moved permanently to Pearson House.

We extend our sincere sympathy to his
daughter, Paula, his son, Terry, and all other
members of the family.

J- F. White, Royal ( .mlb_\ of \J;\’HH.‘I\
We are sad to report the death of John Free-
man White, ol Burton-on-Trent, who died at

Pearson House on February 20th. He was 70
years of age, and had been a St. Dunstaner for
8 Vears.

Mr. White was a member of the Territorial
Army before 1939, and then served as a Lance
Corporal in the Royal Corps of Signals during
the Second World War. He was wounded in
Sicily in 1942 and lost the sight in his lelt eve as
well as sulfering head injuries

Following his discharge from the Armv he
worked as a plant operator with Bovril until
retiring in 1979, Shortly after retiring he lost
most of the sight in his right eve and also had
some serious health problems. By the time he
joined St. Dunstan’s in 1981, he was in poo1
health and confined 10 a wheelchair most of
the time. However, he enjoved some holidays
with Mrs. White at lan Fraser House, and came
regularly to our reunions in Birmingham

We ofler our sincere \\1||[r.:l|n to his widow
thewr children and

Maureen, and grand

children
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