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Contact telephone numbers.
The Brighton centre 01273 307811.
The Llandudnocentre 01492 868700.
The Sheffield centre 0114 2672550.

The Booking Office for the Brighton and Sheffield centres: To book
accommodationat the Brighton and Sheffield centres telephone the
Booking Office on 01273 391500.If you have care needspleasefirst contact
yourWelfare Officer.

The Booking Office for the Llandudnocentre: To book accommodationat
the Llandudno centre please telephone 01492 868700 andaskfor the Booking
Office. If you have care needspleasefirst contact your Welfare Officer.

ROVIIT Helpline:If you need to speak with the ROVIIT Helpdesk please
telephone: 01273 391447 for ROVI and IT enquiries.

New members:If you know someone whocould beeligible to join Blind
Veterans UK they can phone our Membership Departmenton freephone:
0800 389 7979.

Blind Veterans UK Calendar

Activities from the Brighton centre.
September.

Activities Week (away) 4th to 10th.

History Week 18th to 24th.

 

October.

Amateur Radio Club 16th to 22nd.

October/November.

Bowling Club 23rd October to 5th November.

December.

Turkey & Tinsel Week 4th to 10th.

Activities from the Llandudnocentre.

September.

Sea Fishing Week5th to 9th.

Cycling Week 19th to 23rd.

October.

Walking Week 10th to 14th.

Photography Week24th to 28th.

November.

Military Week 7th to 13th.

Activities from the Sheffield centre.

December.

Christmas Week 12th to 16th.

To book Themed and Club Weeksat the Brighton and Sheffield centres.

For further information and to book your place telephone the Booking Office

on 01273 391500.If you have care needs please speak with your Welfare

Officer.

To book Themed and Club Weeksat the Llandudnocentre:

For further information or to book your place please telephone: 01492 868741

or 01492 868740.If you have care needsplease speak with your Welfare

Officer.

 



  

From the Chairman.
Your messagefrom Tim Davis.

The powerof “Community” can be very strong and can help groupsof

people bound with a commonpurposeorinterest to achieve positive and

transformational outcomes; whetherit is to overcometragedy, a significant

hurdlein life, or to reach out for a seemingly unattainable goal. The consistent

thread is very seldom the workof an individual, but the productofa

community that acts with belief and selfless contribution.

Overthe past couple of months| think we've seen plenty of evidence of

different “Communities” at work, achieving sometruly remarkable things.

There have unfortunately been someshocking acts of terror and natural

disaster, where we have seen communities provide the emotional and practical

supportto help those affected rebuild their lives. At the other end of the

spectrum; the sheerpride and joy our Olympians have generated, who from

years of work, supported by manyindividuals and institutions, have achieved a

staggering 67 medals at Rio.

These examples serve to not onlyinspire, but to practically demonstrate what

can be achieved. Closer to home,it’s given me great pleasureto seefirst-hand,

what our communities within the family of Blind Veterans UK have achieved.

From fundraising through this year’s Yorkshire and Londonto Brighton 100K

Challenge events, to the collaboration with blind veterans in the US and South

Africa through Project Gemini; and there are many more examples.

To highlight just one person, Carl Adamson,a recipient of a 2016 Volunteers

Award,attributes his success to the support that he receives from his fellow

blind veterans andstaff.

This month| visited Newcastle to attend the Reunion lunch for blind veterans

in the North East. As usual it was great to meet so many of you, to hear your

stories and the positive spirit with which you tackle everything you do.It

wasalso great to hear aboutthe initiatives, collaboration and sharing going

on with otherlocal charities, to help our members andtheirs, gain greater

independence.

  In July you each received a letter at the start of the four week consultation

period whenweinvited you to contact us with your views to the proposed

changesto the waythecharity operates. As you still had further questions

we have included a Q&A on pages16 to 20; and with permission of the

correspondents we have reproducedletters and responses on pages 21 to 27.

As the letter explained, these changesare in response to our plans to grow the

number of members supported by Blind Veterans UK, which we aim to double

over the nextfive years. As you are awarethereare plans to build community

teamsacross the country to bring our services closer to members’ homes and

local communities that will complement our regional centres. As your inputis

at the heart of our decision making should you have any further concernsor

questions please do contactus.

| greatly look forward to seeing blind veterans up and downthe country,

working with local communities of staff, members, volunteers, families and

other organisations to complement and build out the support we provide.|

wish youall the best, and hope you enjoythe last of the summer weather!
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Picture: A sense of community as trekkers and runnersin the inaugural 100K

Yorkshire Challenge are addressed byblind veteran Dennis Sarginson.

   
 

   
 

 



  
Noticeboard.
Dates for your diary and useful information.
Calling all Freemasons. Blind Veterans UK
Masonic Group Cymru.

As the current Chairman & Secretary of the Blind Veterans UK Masonic Group,|
am looking at expanding the group, and looking at the possibility of arranging
a meeting at the Llandudnocentrethatis similar to the one we hold at the
Brighton centre. Please don’t think that the North Wales meeting would be
instead of the Brighton weekend,it would beas well as, and the Brighton
meeting would go on as normal.

The Welsh meeting would bein the Llandudno centre over a week. Dates to be

confirmed whenthere would be the Masonic meeting, a superb meal and other

items during the week.

| am trying to find out how manyBrethren there arein the charity, and how

many would be keento attend this week. If you could please let me knowif you

would like to attend nolater than 5th October, it would be muchappreciated.

On a separate matter over the past few months, | have received many phone

calls asking meif the Masonic group require regalia.

Regalia has often becomeavailable due to the passing awayofa Brother,orill

health and non-activity. | would like to take this opportunity to thank you for

your calls and your donations.

The Masonic group do not require these items, however| collect old regalia,

and recycle it within my Lodgewithall proceeds going to charity.

May| askif there is anybody whohas unwanted regalia, and whois willing

to donate it to me so that money can be received for Masonic charities, then

please contact me onthe details given below:

You can contact me, W.Bro Clive Jones on mobile 07854 800256 or by email

dragoneye67@sky.com
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Christmas bookings 2016. By Matthew Lee, R&T
Programme Manager(Llandudno).

 

It seems somewhatstrange to be talking about the Christmasperiod at the

height (hopefully) of our summer. However, the centre bookings teams have

received a numberofcalls from members asking about the arrangementsfor

booking into one of the centres for Christmas and New Year.

lf you wouldlike to put your name forward to stay in the centre over either

Christmas or New Year please contact your Welfare Officer before the end of

September2016. This year the centre bookings team will not be able to take

requests for Christmas or New Yearstays directly.

The centre and welfare team will then allocate places in each centre for

Christmas or New Year. Once the spaces have been allocated, members who

have been successful will be notified as soonafter as possible.

If you are offered a place but are unable to attend please let the centre know as

soon as possible because weanticipate there will be a waitinglist.

From previous experience, Christmas and NewYearstays can be an emotive

subject. Sometimes rumours pass around the country that members have been

given a place before the application process has closed. Both the welfare and

centre teams would like to reassure everyonethat no spaces have already been

allocated for Christmas or NewYearstays.

| hope youall enjoy the summerandlook forward to seeing youin one of the

centres soon.

 



  Submit an entry for The National Memory Day
Creative Writing Competition.
The powerof the written and spoken wordto those with dementia and the

people whocare for them,will be celebrated during thefirst National Memory

Day on 18th May2017. This project is a flagship event of the UK’s Dementia

Awareness Week.

The National MemoryDayCreative Writing Competition, and MemoryCafé,

poetryactivities will raise the profile of the challenges that living with memory

loss can bring, not only for the individual but also their widercircle of family

and friends at a time when manyof them are making plansfor their retirement

andlaterlife.

Entries for the creative writing competition are openfor the following

categories:

Best Poem £4,000 prize. Best Short Story £4,000 prize. Plymouth University Best

Young Writer aged 15 to 18 £2,000 prize. Primary Carer Voice £2,000prize.

Entries must be accompanied by an entry form. If you do not have a computer

to download one please telephone 01752 585073 to request a form.

You can post your submission and completed entry form to Literature Works

National Memory DayCreative Writing Competition, c/o Plymouth University,

R1, Roland Levinsky Building, Drake’s Circus, Plymouth PL4 8AA.

If you have a computer you can download the entry form from the National

Memory Day website at www.nationalmemoryday.org.uk/competitions and

submit your entry.

A year-round programmeoftalks and workshopswith poets and writers

working with the nationally successful Memory Cafés, will ensure everyonewill

be supported and enabledto get involved in the enjoyment and writing of

memories and newcreative work.

The National Memory Day project will then showcase the brightest and best

of the work created at a prize-giving event at which leading poets, writers and

supporters will present and read the winning entries from the creative writing

competition.
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Theproject will also raise funds to develop and growthereachof these projects

year on year, ensuring we can continue to makea difference to people'slives

as they live with memory loss and underpinning medical research to find

dementia therapies in the search for a cure.

The project is supported by Sir Andrew Motion,President and Angela Rippon

OBE,Vice President, and the project partnership brings together a wealth of

experience in working with dementia and Alzheimer’s. The partnership is made

up of the Alzheimer’s Society, Plymouth University, The Literature Works and

The Poetry Archive.

If you wouldlike to find out more about the Memory Cafes, or the UK’s

Dementia Awareness Weekplease telephone 01752 585073 or visit website

www.nationalmemoryday.org.uk

Football Weekendat the Brighton centre.

Were you a keen footballer and think you still have the legs to have a kick

about? Or spend hourstalking about football on the sofa and now wantto

actually have a kick about with your colleagues?

If yes we will run a football weekend on Saturday and Sunday 24th and 25th

September.

You will get the opportunity to learn new skills and honeold skills playing blind

football.

The weekendwill be held at the Brighton centre when wewill go to the new

Brighton and HoveFootball training facilities where we have organised for

coachesto put on an introduction to blind football for you and of course to

have a laugh that goes with playing football.

Accommodation and transport costs will be covered forthis event.

Soif the aboveis of interest to you please contact Steve Mills, Sport and

Recreation Instructor at the Brighton centre on 01273 391577 or email steve.

mills@blindveterans.org.ukfor further information.

 



  You can be part of Beyond Boxes, a new Mass Observation
Archive project.

Beyond Boxesis an outreach and engagementproject for the Mass Observation

Archive, which will enable archives at The Keep at Woollards Wayin Brighton to

become moreaccessible and enhancethediversity of the collections through

working with partners from Blind Veterans UK, the Brighton Housing Trust

and LewesPrison. To that end staff at The Keep would beinterested to receive

personal accounts from blind veterans.

The two year Beyond Boxes project, supported by a grant from the Heritage

Lottery Fund of £51,300, began in September2016.It will include a range of

activities and events, such as a diary day in Decemberfor International Day of

Disabled People, workshops at The Keep and wider community engagement.

By working in partnership with a range of groups The Keepwill explore some

of the challenges in using archives and enhance the content of the Mass

Observation Archive by including people’s stories, written by them.

Anthony McCoubrey, Beyond BoxesProject Coordinator, said: “Heritage comes

in many social and cultural forms; from historic buildings, to the natural world,

to individual possessions.

“Butit is also tradition passed downthrough personal stories, experiences, or

writings. Everyone should have the opportunity to contribute their personal

heritage so thatit is recorded, represented and madeavailable to a wider

audience through the Mass Observation Archive.”

Katherine Bradley, MembersActivities Managerat Blind Veterans UK says:

“Blind Veterans UK is excited to be part of this project.It is wonderful that the

experiences of the veterans the charity supports will be recorded andavailable

as part of this project, and that all records will be accessible for those with a

vision impairment.”

Suzanne Rose, Education and Outreach Officer for the Mass Observation

Archive, said: “In opening up accessto the collection through outreach andin-

house workshops, events and activities, we will enable participants to explore,

examine, analyse, debate and learn aboutdaily life in Britain.

“The project aims to break downthe barriers many people face in trying to use
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archives, be these physical, attitudinal, or educational. We wantto ensure that

heritage is opentoall.”

If you would like further information aboutthis project or wouldlike to get

involved, please do contact us at the Mass Observation Archive.

Mass Observation was founded in 1937 with the objective of creating an

“anthropology of ourselves” by a recruiting team of observers and a panel of

volunteer writers to study the everydaylives of ordinary peoplein Britain. It now

comprises more than 3,000 archival boxes of documents created by hundreds

of volunteer contributors and is housed within the University of Sussex’s Special

Collections at The Keep, Woollards Way, Brighton BN1 9BP www.massobs.org.

uk www.thekeep.info

To take part please contact Jacqui Bealing, Senior Media Relations Manager,

University of Sussex on telephone 01273 678888 or email press@sussex.ac.uk

Recorded audio described guides are nowavailableat
Bentley Priory Museum, Stanmore, North West London.
Bentley Priory Museum now hasaudio described guidesfor blind and partially

sighted visitors that support exploration of Bentley Priory Museum,highlighting

key objects whichillustrateits rich history and its pivotal role as Headquarters

Fighter Commandduring the Battle of Britain in 1940.

For more information please contact the Museum ontelephone: 020 8950 5526

or email: enquiries@bentleypriorymuseum.org.uk

Bentley Priory Museum is at Mansion House, Stanmore, North West London

HA7 3RB. Sat Nav HA7 3HT.
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Trial of an ad hoc clinic at the Brighton centre. By
Jackie Greer, Head of Care.

We have been experiencing significant difficulty in obtaining the services of

the district nurses to support membersstaying on respite residential care at the

Brighton centre, this is not the case at the Llandudnocentre.

Do you need minimal assistance when staying at the Brighton centre butfind

the cost of paying for care to obtain this prohibitive? Well in response to your

feedback weare currentlytrialling a new clinic system to support members

whohavelimited care needs by allowing membersto bookfor a holiday and

then paying a nominalcharge for each care input required. This meansthat

members whohavepreviously had to bookonto care just to receive their

medicationsor to have their eye dropsinstilled will no longer have to bookinto

residential care. Members whorequire insulin injections or dressings renewed

will no longer have to book onto nursing care.

The charge will be determined by the level of staff required to provide the

service. For input from a registered nurse the chargeis £5 per action, for input

from a health care assistant the cost is £2.50 per action.

Therefore a memberrequiring daily insulin will pay £5 x 7 days = £35 per week

above the holiday rate as opposedto thefull nursing charge of £553.00. A

memberrequiring twice daily eye drops administered will pay £2.50 x 7 days =

£17.50 per week abovethe holiday rate as opposedto thefull residential charge

of £413.00.

Theclinic will run daily on the nursing floor from 8.15am until 8.30am for the

administration of pre breakfast insulin injections only, and from 10.30am until

11.30am for undertaking other care tasks that can be provided which include

dressings. You must bring the dressings with you as they are prescription only

and we cannot supply them, other typesof injection and the undertaking of

blood tests if requested by a GP. We cannot provide any othercare service at

this time so those who require assistance to wash and dress must book under

care.

If you want to know moreplease telephone me, Jackie Greer on 01273 391420

or Paul Cartwright or Sue Tanseyat the Brighton centre on 01273 307811.

12

Blind Veterans UK Christmascardsandgifts.   It’s the month of September and manyof you are probablystill reminiscing

about your summerholidaysbutit is that time of the year with only 116 sleeps

before Christmas that we need to start planning for the Christmas Celebrations.

You will find enclosed with this magazine our catalogue of the 2016 Gift

Selection from Blind Veterans UK that includes Christmas cards and a small gift

selection to include gifts for children, Christmas crackers, napkins and Christmas

baubles, as shown below.

Please do feel free to share the catalogue with your family and friends, and

should you require further catalogues, please telephoneGlenysBalchin

in the MemberServices department on 020 7616 8375.

To place your order simplyfill in the order form at the back of the enclosed

catalogue andreturnit in the freepost envelope provided.

Or you maypreferto call our friendly staff at the Call Centre on 0300 111 0440

and quote CAT 16R or shop online at www.shop.blindveterans.org.uk

Your supportfor Blind Veterans UK is very deeply appreciated, so thank you

for everything you have helped us to achieve through personal donationsor

purchasing our Christmas merchandise. Go on have a browseandselect your

Christmascards.
 

Picture: This Union Flag Christmas

tree bauble at £18.00is just part

of the range of Blind Veterans UK

Christmas Merchandisethatis in the

catalogue withthis edition of Review.     i:

 



  

Letters to the Editor.
As we welcomeyourletters please do send them in to us. They could bein

responseto an article in the Review, or something youfeel to be of interest to

your fellow blind veterans. You can sendletters by post to Blind Veterans UK

Review, 12-14 Harcourt Street, London W1H 4HD.Please mark them Letter to

the Editor. Or if you prefer please email them to: revieweditor@blindveterans.

org.uk

Dear Editor,

| found the articles by Hilary Brown in the June Review and by Harold Smart

in the July Review, about the experiences of Charles Bonnet Syndromevery

interesting. | too have Macular Degeneration. | am sure they are correct when

they say the brain fills in the missing part of the scene with whatinformationit

has. The eye is more than a camerait has a brain connectedtoit.

Like Harold Smart, | also experience the disappearing car when crossing the

road. This is obviously very dangerous and | will not cross the road without my

white stick. | have often looked for the cup of tea | just put down somewhere.|

can look directly at the cup and notseeit, yet the background looks complete.

Also if | spot a stain on the kitchen surface and wipeit with a dampcloth the

surface looks clean, but it may not be. The brain thinks it must have gone

because it was wipedand the surface looks complete. | have learned to close

my eyes and look again and thestain reappears.

Written information about Macular Degenerationisillustrated by a view with

a black area in the middle.This is not my experience. | have painted a small

picture to show how see the world. The missing part of the sceneis filled by

the background colour nota blackcircle.

Yoursfaithfully,

Brian Widdowson.
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Picture: Brian Widdowson’s painting that shows how heseesthe world. 

  

 

 

 

Dear Mr Widdowson,

Thank you very much for your interesting letter and for your veryskillful

painting that recreates so well how you see the world. | am surethis will spark

muchinterest and further articles and letters to the Review, which we are

always keento receive.

Yours faithfully,

Ed:
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  Update on the proposed changesto our charity from Major
General(Rtd) Nick Caplin CB, Chief Executive of Blind
Veterans UK.

Last month| senta letter to all membersof Blind Veterans UK informing you
abouta series of proposed changesto the organisation. As you will remember,

these changesare all about reconfiguring the charity so that we can continue

to provide the best possible service to you, our members,well into the future.

The changeswill also enable us to make this support available to many more

members. Indeed our goalis to support twice as many members by 2022

which means we needto expand our infrastructure and increase the number

of staff to ensure that we maintain the outstanding level of support for which

Blind Veterans UK is deservedly known.

In July we began a four-weekdiscussion period during which weinvitedstaff,

members and volunteers to let us have their thoughts on these proposals. | am

pleasedto saythat, as a result, a large numberofstaff, members and volunteers

have either written or called us with their comments and feedback. We havere-

produced twosuch exchanges, with the kind permission of the correspondents,

as a way of demonstrating the wide rangeof views expressed by our members.

Please see pages21 to 27.

So thank you to everyone whotookthe timeto let us know your thoughts.

We have beendelighted with the suggestions and feedback received andthis

has given us some excellent food for thought. Now that we have cometo the

end ofthis discussion period, and we have had the opportunity to review and

consider the comments and feedback received from staff and members, | want

to update you on where wehave cometo in the process.

Firstly, I'm delighted to report that there wasoverall support for the

developmentof multi-skilled, community-based teamswhichare closer to

members, so we will continue to develop this model along the lines of our

Original proposal.

You will also be pleased to knowthat with regard to further feedback, we

have amendedourproposals wherepossible, taking into account whether the

suggested changesarein line with our aim to support more members,as well

as being practically and financially viable.
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We are nowin the next stage of the process wherewearetalking to staff

about howthis impacts on them individually and discussing the range of

opportunities which are available in the new community model. We will be

updatingall staff, members and volunteers on the outcomeof this and the

future direction of the charity in October, when this process has cometo an

end.

  
As | am sure you will appreciate, this continues to be a time ofsignificant

change as we makethe necessary adjustments so that we can continue to

provide the best possible support to you, our members, well into the future.

And | am absolutely determined that wewill.

| am really grateful for your continued support throughoutthis process.

Questions and Answers.

We were delighted to receive such a wide variety of responses from you. Due

to the large numberreceived we have not beenable to reproduceall of them.

Instead we have compiled the following Q&A, based on the key questions and

concerns which youraised.

Whatis going to happenwith the Sheffield centre?

It is still proposed that the Sheffield centre will close to members by the end

of March 2017 after whichit will be placed on the market. However, wewill

continueto deliver the IT/ROVI helpline to make sure that you continue to

receive this valuable service without disruption.

Wealso want to reassure members wholive in the Sheffield area that priority

will be given to services in and around the area whensetting up the new

community teams.

We are committed to making sure that once the Sheffield centre closes, you will

continue to receive high quality support through the new community teamsin

the local area and through our centres in Brighton and Llandudno.

Whyis resource being taken from the North (proposed closure of

Sheffield) and re-allocated to the South (proposalto build a residential

centre in the South West)?
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  The original plan proposed setting up two day centres — one in the North East
and onein the Midlands — plusa residential centre in the South East. This
proposal was madebasedonresearch which showsthata particularly high
numberof blind veteranslive in these areas. However, as a result of feedback
from staff and members, we have now decidedtoallow therelevant regional
teams to recommend whatfacilities are needed in these areas based onlocal
need (either day or residential). Subject to approval, sufficient resource will be
providedto set up these up from September2017. We will begin by piloting the
facilities and adapt and expand themin responseto the needsof the regional
memberpopulation.

Whatwill the new teamslooklike?

From April 2017 we will be setting up 19 communities across the UK. Each
community will have one Team Leader, one Community Support Worker and
oneVolunteer Co-ordinator.

The communities will sit within the five regions. Each of these will have at least
two ROVIs, one Regional Managerand one Regional Administrator. We will also
be appointing one new MemberSupport Workerin each region to help with

the smoothtransition to the new community team model. Their role will be

to support all members whoare in need of additional practical or emotional

support during the changeprocess.

All of the roles mentioned abovewill befull time positions. Additional staff

will also be recruited over time to widen the range of support and activities

available e.g. social events, rehabilitation in the home,IT training, etc.

Will the staff in the communities and regions be professionally qualified?

Every community will have a Community Team Leader whowill be an

experienced, qualified practitionerin a discipline such as Social Work, ROVI, OT

or equivalent. Each community will also have a Community Support Worker

whowill also be professionally trained.

Howwill we transition training from the centres to the community,

especially given the increasing demandfortraining and the current long

waiting times?
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Community teamswill be established over the next two years although there
will be no immediate changesto services delivered by Brighton and Llandudno.
As the community teams develop, we anticipate more general training in the
community and specialist training in the centres, which will result in a decrease
in waiting times.

Wewill continue to ensure that those of you who wantto attend a centre can
still do so. The Brighton and Llandudnocentres will work to support members
whopreviously attended the Sheffield centre onceit closes.

Is the charity becoming increasingly focussed on care for older members
instead of maintaining its primary focus on VI?

This was a particular issue for members who donotfall into the working
age group butare also notin their 90s. We wantto reassure you that wewill
continue to maintain our primary focus on VI. However, we havealways offered

an elementof care and respite in the centres and so this will not change.

Our centreswill still be open to dailies and will offer themed weeks,activities

and specialist rehabilitation support that will appeal to a wide range of

members. With more staff on the ground,wewill also be better equipped to

help membersof all ages and ability to participate in social activities, develop

new skills and achieve greater fulfilment and independence.

Where will the new members come from?

The Engagementteam will develop a strategy to reach out to more potential

members and significantly increase our membership over the next five years.

The advantage of community-based teamsis that staff will be also able to build

relationships with local organisations and raise our profile on a regional level.

Howwill the charity find the money to support so many new members?

The Fundraising team are developing a strategy to increase incometo help fund

the proposed changesand the team will also increase its community events

and activities.

In addition to this the Trustees have given permission for us to use some of
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  the unrestricted reserves to help fund the increasein staff and the additional

facilities which we are proposing.

Will members have the opportunity to get involved with the future
developments and implementation of the proposed changes?

Werecognise that your involvementis critical to the success of the changes

to the way wedeliver our services. Therefore weare actively looking at ways

to increase memberinvolvementas we developandroll out the regional and

community teams.

If you have any further questions or comments, please get in touch with Ann-

Mari Freebairn, Director of Engagementat:

ann-mari.freebairn@blindveterans.org.uk.

Or write to her at Ann-Mari Freebairn, Director of Engagement, Blind Veterans

UK, 12-14 Harcourt Street, London W1H 4HD.

If you wouldlike to call with your question please contact the following number

0800 254 0410 leaving your name and numberand wewill get back to you very

soon.

In July you eachreceived a letter from Blind Veterans UK's Chief Executive Major

General (Rtd) Nick Caplin CB informing of plans for a new operating modelfor

our charity. Your opinions were invited and on the following pages Nick Caplin,

and Ann-Mari Freebairn, Director of Engagement, answer questions from Diane

Mountford and Christine Brownlie.
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Email from Diane Mountford, blind veteran, GOAL Group memberand

volunteer.

DearNick,

Thankyou for your email, clarifying certain rumours regarding our organisation.

There are numerousissues that need raising here, so, in no particular order,|

wouldlike clarification on these subjects which| feelwill impact directly on my

associates and myself. Could you please enlighten meas to the authenticity

of the market research? Please note that | have yet to encountera single

memberwhoparticipated in this exercise. What Market Research organisation

was commissioned to carry out the investigation? How many quantitative

questionnaires were completed and by what method(i.e. F2F, telephonecall,

form filling?) and how wasthe breakdownof respondents formulated? More

importantly, how manyfocus groups,in what areas, recruited by whom and

whatwasthe respondentcriteria? How representative wasit of the cross-

section of members,from all levels — age, area, family status, SEG? My own

personal experience does not confirm much acceptanceof the proposals as

presently stated.

During the many hours| give as a volunteerfor Blind Veterans UK | do

indeed meetwith potential members who have otherneedsas well as sight

impairment. | feel that our Welfare Officers are adequately experienced enough

to address these matters and capableof referring any specialised cases to one

or more of the many other organisations that support serving and veteran

military and their families. Without wising to sound opinionated,| would like

to point out that too many cooksare notorious for the damagethey do. | am

always happyto refer enquiries regarding membershipcriteria to our HQ team

or signposting veterans towardsotherorganisations, military or non-military,

as necessary. | am quite sure that most other membership volunteers and

fundraisers will do the same.

| am dismayed that the Board suggests closing downthe Sheffield centre,

although| suspect the decisionis already a fait accomplis and no amount

of protest will sway the result. The Sheffield centre is, and always has been,

a completely different venue and delivers quality IT training and support as

well as providing a welcome ‘home from home’basefor Induction Week.
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  The rehabilitation team are outstanding and regardedbyall of us with deep

affection, as indeedare all the staff there. To consider replacing it with day

centresis, in my view, a total mistake. Sheffield is quite accessible by public

transport for many of us. However,travelling on a daily basis to a day centreis

time consuming,impractical and will curtail the wonderful camaraderie that

members experience in Sheffield. And as for ‘volunteers’ and trained staff

visiting us in our homes? Well, that is not exactly encouraging blind veterans to

lead independentlives,is it? It is simply enhancing thefeeling of isolation that

many sight impaired people have.

The proposal to open a centre in the south west is somewhat selective. We

already have two coastal centres and, should the idea of closing Sheffield come

to fruition, we should be looking at another base whichis accessible from all

parts of the UK, including the north. To my mindthis is anotherjustification for

keeping Sheffield and expandingits services.

With regard to funding research into ARMD,it is my understanding that there

are already other charities who do this. And although MDis clearly the major

cause ofsight loss with our members, there are also many otherformsof

blindness presented. To support oneareais, in my view,discriminatory. | would

like to know wherein the constitution it advises us to use funds for such a

purpose.

You mention in your letter, the need to increase support to those members

whoarestill eligible for work. This is an important issue and should be upheld.

However, | would like to draw your attention to that group of us who have

retired from employmentand yet haven't quite reached our 90s yet. We have

a lot to offer and weare also blind veterans. Unlike the staff, who are usually

not working with usfor the rest of their lives, we will still be blind veteransin

(hopefully) twenty or thirty years time. We are here to be providedfor as well. |

have raised this subject directly with you before and yet | feel now that we are

going to be side-lined as surplus to the long term plans. Until we becomeless

independent and more in need of homevisits, thatis.

| cannot speak for the morale of other membersorstaff but | want you,as

our CEO, to be awarethat| feel very deflated and side-lined by the present

proposals. Putting anything ‘out into the community’ smacksof social services

and county charities, many of which seem to exist purely to keep themselvesin
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jobs. | do urge youto reconsider someof these proposals and rememberthat

whenyouare no longer CEO,| shall still be blind.

Yours sincerely,

Diane Mountford.

Responsefrom Nick Caplin.

Dear Diane,

Thank you for your very comprehensive feedback on the proposals which| laid

out in my email of 20th July. | really appreciate the time that you havetaken.|

have addressed many of your points in my remarks that follow and, at the end

of the email, | have set out a way of engaging furtherif this would be helpful.

The main principle underpinning our strategy work throughout has been

‘MemberFirst’ and we have been determined to focus our work on member

needs today and looking forward. A significant amountof study has been

conducted into determining these needs, an important part of which was

testing this work with our memberpopulation.

The consultation and research with members was undertaken in house and

not by a market research organisation. In our face to face discussions and focus

groups we spoketo a variety of members whowerevisiting the centresat

the time of the group. These members were notspecially selected in any way.

The surveys which we conducted were from twospecific groups of members;

those who hadvisited centres in the last 12 months and those who had never

visited a centre. We took the evidence collected from 1082 members who had

completed a survey after visiting a centre in 2015/16, we spoke to 187 members

by telephoneafter they visited a centre and then we spoke to 300 members

whohad nevervisited a centre. All of this data gave us a picture about how and

why people use the centres and the commonbarriers for those who did not. We

feel that this number and range of members surveyed wasfairly representative

of the membership as a whole and throughoutthis process, blind veterans who

are membersof staff and Trustees have ensured that we keep beneficiariesat

the heart of our decision making.
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  Today, the charity provides through-life support to over 4300 members

(currently aged 23 to 108) andthiswill continue. You will note from my email

that we wantto reach more blind veterans in need and the Trustees have set

the challenge to double in size to 8000 members by 2022, ensuring that quality

is maintained throughout. To do this we need to moveto an operating model

that is genuinely scalable, and this will require change.

A key part of our strategy work focused on the Total Qualifying Population:

that is, an estimate of the numberof vision impaired veterans that exist in the

country today by location, mapped forward to the year 2040. This work, which

was completed with support from both RNIB and RBL, has informed usonlikely

centres of gravity for the charity into the future and indicates the need for more

facilities in the North East, in the Birmingham area and the South West. Wewill

develop this thinking to find the optimum solutions over the next couple of

years. | should addthatit is highly unlikely that we will want to build a facility

in the South West: rather, we would wantto explore opportunities to exploit

existing facilities.

| understand yourdismay at the proposalto close the Sheffield centre, not least

as the centre provides excellent training and is valued by the members who

useit. But it is constrained and has challenges. Our strategy work looks forward

25 years and we are keento ensure that the organisation as a wholeisfit for

purposefor the future, providing tailored and relevant support to each and

every memberacross the country to promotelife beyond sight loss. We are

keen to discuss this further with the members who usethe Sheffield centre to

help shape the new support model, the aim being that each and every member

will be better supported in future.

The GOAL(Get Out And Live) Group of membersare very important to us and

| can reassure you that we are by no meansside-lining those aged between 60

and 90. Indeed weare determined to meet the needsofall of our members

and whilstit’s important that we cater for the ageing population wewill also

provide social and practical support for the more active and able. Our aim

with the newstrategyis to be better able to do this in community or regional

settings making it accessible to interested memberscloser to home and not

only whenvisiting a centre. And wewill have even moretalented staff better

able to help us dothis in future.
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You raise an important point about Research. Our Member Trustees have been

keen to stress that we should not simply accept blindness, rather we should

seek where possible to reverse blindness. This is a significant challenge, but a

challenge nonetheless. The sad reality nationally is that AMDis a low priority

for medical research funding. Major public funders of research do not currently

prioritise AMD andthelargest charities in the sight loss sector in the UK choose

not to fund medical research. Given that two thirds of our members suffer from

AMDtoday, andthatthisis forecast to rise, the Trustees have decidedthatit

would bepositive for us to engageinthis area, in collaboration with Fight for

Sight and the Macular Society. Our contribution, which is consistent with our

charitable objectives, will be modest but focused onraising significant funding

from elsewhere towardsfinding a successful early intervention.If this, in the

round, meansthat there will be veterans in the future who do not needto join

the charity that indeed would represent a Victory over Blindness. But | should

emphasise thatthis is not our only area of research interest and wearein the

early stages of exploring otherideas, not least technology and innovation.

In summary, Our proposals are formed as a result of extensive study over the

last 18 months and are focused on providing the best quality support to an

expanding membership base, meeting their holistic needs over the years to

come.It involves change, but | am both determined and confidentthatthis will

be very positive changeforall our Blind Veterans UK family.

| do hopethat this addresses someof your concerns. If you wouldlike to have

a one to one meeting with managementto give further feedback we would be

keen to dothis.

Many thanksagain for getting in touch.

Kind Regards,

Nick.
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Dear Ms Freebairn,

| would like to thank youfor the letter received from Blind Veterans UK re the

review. My only commentis that I think it is an excellent idea to try to move into

the community a bit more. When my husband's Ophthalmologist told us about

St. Dunstan’s, as it was then named, we were amazed aboutwhatit offered in

support. Guy benefitted greatly from the training week at the Brighton centre

and the help he received as a result but more important the fact that he met so

many nice people and discovered that people were interested in helping him

wasa real lift to his life. Welfare OfficerAllison West was a fabulousvisitor and

he loved hervisits as did I.

| know people love the Sheffield centre as some of the people we metat

Brightontold usall aboutit, but | am sure that once they realise how many

more peoplewill be helped all around the country they will understand why

the move to a more community minded service will be good. We managed to

get to the Llandudno centre and had a wonderful week.

| apologise for any mistakes | have made. My family has just given me a present

of this laptop and a printer but as my glaucomais little worse and | am not

technically minded, being 80 years | cannot correct any mistakes | may have

made.

| wish you well with the changes and GodBless.

Christine Brownlie.
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FROM:Christine Brownlie to Ann-Mari Freebairn, Director of Engagement. Response from Ann-Mari Freebairn, Director of Engagement.

 

Dear Christine,

Thank you very muchfor taking the time to respondto the recentletter from

Blind Veterans UK. | very much appreciate your kind words and your expressions

of support for our proposed changes.

It is also so lovely to hear that your husband Guy benefitted from the training

weekat the Brighton centre and the support that followed on from this.

| hope you enjoy using your laptop andprinter. What a wonderful present!

With very best wishes,

Ann-Mari.
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Orcam.By Jo Sinkins. ROVI Brighton centre.
Every year there are new devices available and weare always keen to explore

how they may be of benefit to our members. One such device is the Orcam, an

intuitive portable scanner with a smart camera mounted ontheframeof a pair

of glasses, connected to a small portable processor with the speech fed through

a mini speaker near your right ear. This was of particular interest as many of our

members already use text to speech scanners very successfully.
 

   
#f Picture: Mark

h Threadgold
| showsJane

Collins the

Orcam during

Technology

Weekfrom the

Brighton centre.

  
   
The Orcam waslaunchedin January this year and Blind Veterans UK wasvery

pleased to participate in the UK pilot.

There are twodifferent versions, the Orcam My Reader and the Orcam My Eye.

The Orcam My Readercan read printed text. You can read newspapers and

books,signs, labels on consumer products, and even text on a computeror

smartphonescreen. Perfect for use at home and on the go.

The Orcam MyEyehasadditional functions of being able to be taught and

store knownfaces. Stored facesare identified and announced upon entering

the camera’s view.It can also be taught to recognise specific products around

you. We have nowissued the Orcam My Readerto around eight members.It

has been used to read a menuat a café, address labels on post, to read error

messages on a computerscreen, which the screen reader software doesnot

read out, to identify Talking Book CDsat the library and shop andstreetsigns.
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We havereceived somereally positive feedback from members:‘It does what
it says on the tin and doesits job very well. | use it every day to scan my mail
which means| can easily identify junk mail and then, where necessary, use my
scanner. My father said it was the best thing | had tried and he has seen metry
very many gadgets.’

The Orcam My Readerhas been the device we have favoured over the Orcam

My Eye as reading text has tendedto be thepriority for our members and

the otherfeatures of face recognition and product recognition have not been

needed as much.
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) Picture: Mark
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Another membersaid ‘If you are interested in reading magazinesor

newspapersthenit’s great. | use it every day andit’s given me a newlevel of

independencewith reading text.’

Prospective Orcam users need sometraining, and a degree of perseverance

initially, as the device doesn’t alwaysgetit right first time. The great benefit

is that it is quick, portable and can be usedeasily away from the home.It can

be activated by pressing a trigger button or using a finger point gesture andit

takes a bit of practice to get this right. Also, text that is of poor contrast or in an

unusual font can provedifficult for the Orcam and it does need goodlight to

work effectively.

If you want to know moreabout the Orcam and whetherit could be of help to

you,please call the ROVI-IT Helpline on 01273 391447 or ask to try one next time

you visit a centre. We are always happyto talk throughit and,if we think it could
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The Orcamis a fantastic reading aid, butit’s not the best option for everyone.

There may be something moresuited to you andit’s really important we work

togetherto identify the equipment, training or strategies which will best meet

your needs.

Sporting ace David Cransondelivers a heartfelt speech.

At the Durham Reunion on 17th August sporting super star David Cranson

gave a moving speechto the assembled guests whenhesaid: “It is an honour

to meetNick Caplin and receive this latest Certificate of Fundraising. Blind

Veterans UK rescued me wayback on the 13th June 2007 and changed my

life. It’s been a journey throughthe three As and! am so very grateful to my

Welfare Officer Elizabeth Dodds. And to the Sports & Rec staff who have

guided me to complete seven Olympic distance Triathlons, tandem rides, the

Londonand Brighton Marathons, the Brighton Half Marathon and three Great

South Runs.As well as walking the South Downs Way from Winchesterto the

Brighton centre overfive days, although | did hobble for the final 16 miles! The

Sheffield centre is also a very special place to me asit is where | learnt IT and

IndependentLiving Skills and met Mr Blunkett whenhevisited. Blind Veterans

UK is so special to me. Thank you.”

So what's next for David? The Royal Parks Half Marathon on 9th October.

be the right scannerfor you, wewill arrange to carry out a practical assessment.

 

Picture: David Cranson

acceptshis latest Certificate of

Fundraising from Blind Veterans

UK Chief Executive Major

General (Rtd) Nick Caplin CB.

Photo:Elizabeth Dodds.
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My family and Blind Veterans UK make mylife worthliving.

Blind veteran and former Leading Aircraftwoman Marjorie May, who served

in the WAAF during WWII, was delighted to have wontheflowers at the

Eastbourne Reunion. A keen dancer Marjorie said: “| sat with my Welfare Officer

Debbie Martin at the Reunion andit was a very happyday, superbin fact, with a

delicious meal and good company.| love Blind Veterans UK and with my family

it makes mylife worth living. | go to the Brighton centre once a week and enjoy

holidays at both the Brighton and Llandudnocentres.| always enjoy the Band of

the Royal Marines Concert at the Brighton centre. In fact | enjoylife!”
 

Picture:

Marjorie

May with

her beautiful

flowers.   
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The 100K Londonto Brighton and the 100K Yorkshire
2016 Challenge.
In 2011 a Londonto Brighton 100K Challenge fundraising walk was introduced,

andit has since become a hugely important and popular fixture in our annual

sporting calendar. Over the weekend of 2nd and 3rd July, 185 people took part

to trek or run from Londonto Brighton. This year the inaugural 100K Yorkshire

challenge walk took place andinterest has already been received from blind

veterans, membersof the public and the Armed Forces whowantto take part

in both in 2017.

Distance walking events are not newto Blind Veterans UK,in fact they are an

important part of our heritage as the First World War blinded veterans would

competein race and distance walks. In 1922 the inaugural Londonto Brighton

walk took place and our then Chairman Lord Fraser wrote in the Review of the

time:

‘Someone suggested a competitive walk from Londonto Brighton, on the same

lines as walks held by the big clubs. Padre Williams, our Sports Captain, was

sceptical about the probable response, but tremendous keenness was shown.

That wasall very well, but the Padre rightly decided that would be entrants

would haveto passa stiff test before they were allowed to attempt the 52 miles

to Brighton. Training for this began at once, and in Octobera test walk was

held. It was three times round the OuterCircle [at Regent’s Park], nearly nine

miles, and it had to be completedin 134 hours. Fifteen men entered and they

all passed the test. The following monththe first London to Brighton Walk was

held.

‘The Surrey Walking Club put off a special walk and at 5am the 15 men,

followed by a great crowd of supporters,set off from Big Ben. Each walker was

accompaniedbya cyclist and guide, with whom he maintained contact by a

tape tied lightly to the wrist. It was a great event, without precedentin the blind

world. People turned out to cheerall along the route.

‘Not all the menfinished the course. Some hadto retire through foot trouble,

others because of their old wounds. One mancovered 46 miles before his weak

ankle gave way. Yet eight menfinished the course, and the winner,F.H. Cassidy,

took only a shade over 1034 hours. My wife and | held the tape when he was

cheered homeby an immensecrowd.That gave our organisation walking fever.’

Andthat walking fever continues today with the Londonto Brighton 100K

Challenge and nowtheYorkshire 100K Challenge.
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  Thefirst personto crossthefinishline in Brighton was runner Tony Bennett,

who completed the 100Kin just 14 hours, 25 minutes and 5 seconds. Hot onhis

heels in second place wasrunner Paul Wrightin just 14 hours, 25 minutes and

six seconds.In third place was Sarah Kerr whoranacrossthefinishline in just 15

hours, 12 minutes and six seconds.

  

The fastest blind veteran to take part was 29 year old Darren Blanks from

Cumbria, who walked the 100K with Chris Butler, completing the coursein just

21 hours, 29 minutes and 57 seconds.Theyfinished just behind a very aptly

named Nigel Mansell!
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Picture: Darren Blanks and guide Chris Butler.    
Maria Pikulski came in next from the blind veterans whotook part as Maria and

fiancée Richard Hughescrossedthefinish line at 23 hours and 12 minutes. They

were followed by Pete Walker whotookpart with his son Stuart, and together

they crossed the finishline in 23 hours and 21 minutes. Next it was Colin

Penaluna with guide Russell Deamerin 24 hours and 29 minutes. They were

followed by John Evans with guide Simon Hebsonin 25 hours and 57 minutes

and then Alan Walker with guides Craig Brindley and Leon Groombridgein 25

hours and 25 minutes. Charlie Parkinson and guide Richard Kilby finished in 26

hours and two minutes.
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Picture: An elated Alan

Walker who crossed the

finish line in 25 hours

1 and 25 minutes with

} Leon Groombridge,

Craig Brindley and

Theresa Farley.
 

 

 

 

Picture: A happy Pete

Walker and son Stuart

after crossing the finish

line in 23 hours and 21

minutes 

 

Picture: Charlie

Parkinson and guide

Richard Kilby who

finished the 100K in 26

hours and two minutes.
 

 

 

 

 
Picture: John Evans

with guide Simon

Hebson and John’s

guide dog Johnny

whojoined them for

the final kilometre.

John and Simon

crossed the finish line

in 25 hours and 57

minutes.    Picture: Undeterred by

the rain blind veteran

Dave Woolett, who

with the Brighton

centre’s Curstie Watts

and her partnerScott,

finished the 50K in 10

hours and 54 minutes.
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  Blind veterans who completed the 50K challenge walk were Dave Woolett,

whowith the Brighton centre’s Curstie Watts and her partnerScott, finished

in 10 hours and 54 minutes. The next blind veteran to complete 50K wasJeff

Stockwell, who with grandsonAronSearle, finished in 11 hours and seven

minutes.

John Evansfrom Exetersaid: “This was my second year taking part and the

second time that | had walked with Simon. Last year Simon completed the

first 50K and met meat the half way point and we completedthefinal 50K

together. This year we did the entire 100K and we werejoined by my guide dog

Johnnyforthe final kilometre. Next year I’m tempted to do both the Londonto

Brighton and the Yorkshire 100K Challenge walks. Simon and | trained together

when wecould, but as he’sstill serving that wasn’t alwayspossible. | took part

in Theresa Farley’s February training week and the Junetraining weekendat

the Brighton centre and that really helped me to prepare. Whatalso helped was

one of the My Guides from Guide Dogs,a retired Policeman who answered my

request for someone where| live to do training walks. After that we walkedall

over the place. He wasbrilliant and I’m so grateful to Blind Veterans UK, Guide

Dogs My Guideand of course to Simonfor their support.”

While blind veterans no longer have to qualify to take part in the 100K London

to Brighton and nowthe 100KYorkshire thereis a lot of support to ensure they

are readyfor this tough challenge event.

Mark Hollis, the Activities Team Leaderat the Llandudno centre ran training

weeks and weekendsat the Llandudno and Sheffield centres for the 100K

Yorkshire and Theresa Farley, a Sports & Recreation Instructor at the Brighton

centre, ran training weeks and weekendsat the Brighton centre.

Speaking of these, Theresa Farley said: “The 100K weekendis so much fun and

it’s something that | really look forward to. It was great working with everyone

during the training weeks and weekendsin February, April and June. Thefirst

training weekincluded a 62 mile hill walk, a 15 mile walk through the Downs

and town,and a 10 mile seafront walk. There was a bag andbootfitting with

Cotswold Outdoors and a talk on nutrition and hydration that was followed by a

pool session. The April training weekend included a three mile night walk, a 20

mile walk on various terrain and a 16 mile walk along the seafront. For thefinal

training weekend in June we completed a 30 to 40 mile walk around the centre

on 10 mile loops.It was great and I’m already looking forward to next year!”
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CB leads the way.   
Our very own Chief Executive, Major General (Rtd) Nick Caplin CB, completed

the Londonto Brighton event. Speaking after the event Nick said: “This event

showedtheBlind Veterans UK familyat its best: serious achievementbyall who

took part, especially our amazing members, excellent organisation, outstanding

support from volunteers and the warmest of welcomesat the Brighton centre.”
 

Picture: Another

memberof staff

to take part was

AmyHall (right)

who worksfor TnS

Catering at the

Brighton centre.

| Amyregularly gives

| up her time to

help out and was

a key memberof

the Project Gemini

team in 2015.
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pictuiret The aki Shaun Stocker completed part of the 100K
Londonto Brighton for his Stocker’s Striders. He is shown walking with Mark

 

and his many achievements, in the special edition January 2017 Review.

 
Hollis, Activities Team Leader at the Llandudnocentre. We will feature Shaun,

 

 

Picture: Cath Higgins,

the widow of former

Royal Marine

St Dunstaner Thomas

Higgins, punches the

air as she sets off in

Londonfor Brighton.   
 

   
We wouldlike to thank everyone whotook part and look forward to welcoming

even more peoplein 2017.

If you would like to register your interest for the 100K Londonto Brighton or

100K Yorkshire Challenge go to blindveterans.org.uk/eventsorcall the Events

team at Harcourt Street on telephone 020 7616 7959 or email: fundraising@

blindveterans.org.uk
 

  
Picture left: Another ultra marathon success for Joey Sharma as she runs to

cross the finish line at the Brighton centre. Picture aboveright: Powering to

the end of the Londonto Brighton 100K.
 

Picture:A little post

100K nap.

Photos: Phil Meech.    
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  OurChief Executive Major General(Rtd) Nick Caplin CB
answers the Review’s 10 questions.
1. Where wasthe most exciting place that you served?

Difficult to answer, as there are many to choosefrom.Butif pressed,it would

have to be Kosovoin 2009/10.

2. What’s your favourite memory?

A recent memory: my Daughter's wedding

3. What’s the most importantlessonlife has taught you?

To be yourself.

4. What makes you happy?

Manythings: Seeing people thrive, being with my family, being on the hill or on

water, listening to Bach.

5. What qualities do you admirein others?

Courage, commitmentand a positive spirit.

6. What’s yourirrational fear?

Eating mushrooms.

7. What would you changein the world?

To get people talking — totalk is to begin to understand.

8. What’s the meaningoflife?

Gosh,that’s deep. Love.

9. What’s your favourite place?

The Hebrides

10. What three things could you notlive without?

Marmite, Bach and myiPad.
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Picture: Shaun Stockerreceives his Points of Light Award from Nick Caplin

at the end of the Londonto Brighton 100K Challenge.Points of Light are

outstandingindividual volunteers, people who make a changeto their

community. Every week day the Prime Minister recognises an inspirational

volunteer with the Daily Point of Light Award. Shaun’sinspirational story will

feature in the January special edition Review.
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  “I now have two families.” Alan Walker 2015 Founder’s

Day Award winner,fitness instructor and 100Kfinisher.
As so manyof you speak of the importance of sport and taking part in events

and activities as you work with the Sports & Rehab teamsat the Brighton

and Llandudnocentres we bring you an interview with Alan Walker, who,

since joining Blind Veterans UK hasretrained asa fitness instructor. A former

chauffeur bodyguard Alan joined Blind Veterans UK three years agoafter,in his

own words, he experienced six monthsof misery as he tried to adjust to sudden

sight loss. Like so manyof you hehassince turnedhis life around.

Whenthe Review sat downwith Alan and Shirley Walker, Alan attributed his

success to those around him,saying:“I’ve been lucky as mywife Shirleyis

my rock, Jo Fishwick my Welfare Officer has beenbrilliant, she’s a Florence

Nightingale, and Craig Brindley dished out torture in the gym.”

Alan’s wordsabout Craig Brindley, Rehabilitation & Training Support Supervisor

at the Brighton centre, were spokenin jest by Alan as Craig's particular brand

of torture has meant that Alan achieveda series offitness goals that he initially

didn’t think possible. Working with Craig they wentontosetseries after series

of fresh goals that Alan completed. It is a winning partnership as Alan was

presented with the Sports Person of the Year Award at the 2015 Founder's Day.

Alan humblysaid of his successes: “| met Craig in October 2013 when | went

for the gym induction and Craig was then a Sports & Rec Instructor in the gym

at the Brighton centre. | told him what | wantedto try and achieve and he put

me onthecrosstrainer and | think that | lasted for two or three minutes before

| was absolutely shattered. Now | do over an houron the crosstrainer, swim

a mile in the pool and the latest event we did together was the Londonto

Brighton 100K walk.

“To do the Londonto Brighton 100K wasgreat, but one of myfondest

memories is running the Great South Run with Craig. The furthest we had run

before the actual event was six miles. When we completed six miles we high

fived as we ran along, and every subsequent mile we completed wedid a high

five as it was a new areafor us. The hardest part wasthe last 800 metres. That

wasreally painful, but we beat Peppa Pig, that was the main thing, and we've

gonefrom strength to strength. Working with Craig I’ve achieved something|

wouldn't have believed possible a few years ago. | owe Craig so much.”
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Since joining Blind Veterans UK and regaininghis fitness levels Alan has
retrainedas a fitness instructor and workedat his local gym with disabled and
blind people. He hopes to one day work in the gym at the Brighton centre,
as that will mean that he can truly give something back to Craig, his Welfare
Officer Jo Fishwick and Blind Veterans UK.

In his own words:“There are so many people within our charity who deserve to
be recognised. Notjust the people who do the marathons, but peoplein their
90s who comeinto the gym, those who use a computer and send an email for
the first time, and people who go out and abouton their ownafter sight loss as
that takes massesof courage.This is a fantastic organisation and I'm privileged
to be a blind veteran.”

The last word goesto Alan’s rock, his wife Shirley: “I’m so proud of Alan and
everything that he has achieved and it was wonderful when he crossed the
100K finish line and met another goal. Alan’s sight loss was so sudden and|
felt as though I'd lost my husband. Whenhejoined Blind Veterans UK | got my
husbandback and wetake dealing with his sight loss one day or a weekat a
time. Like so many people we meetat Blind Veterans UK Alan has shownthat
you can't sit around and mope,you just get on withit. Alan’s a strong man and
he doesn’t let anything stand in his way. As he says he has two families now.
The one we have together and the one he haswith Blind Veterans UK. We
say that he’s achieved morein his life since sight loss than he would if he was
still in Civvie Street working as a chauffeur bodyguard. He’d probablystill be
232 stone, but now he’sthe lightest he’s been in the 24 years that we’ve been

together, he weighs what he did whenheservedin the Falklands.”
 

Picture: Shirley and

Alan Walker stand

= behind the shorts Alan

= wore before he entered

» the gym atthe Brighton

_ centre and regained

his fitness. They are

held by his Welfare

Officer Jo Fishwick and

Craig Brindley, Rehab

& Training Support

Supervisor(Brighton).   
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  Blind Veterans UK and Guide Dogs
100K Yorkshire Challenge.
A Grade3 trek, the inaugural 100K Yorkshire Challenge was a resounding

success, when 193 people took part over the weekend of 18th and 19th June.

Trekkers and runnersset off from West Yorkshire’s Denby Dale to Holmfirth,

into the Moors and the western edgeof the Pennines, and then onto the flatter

paths south to Sheffield. They walked day and night, mainly across grass, gravel

paths, pavements, canal towpaths, and somehills, to finish at our Sheffield

centre.

 

 

= Picture: Doing

ee well across hills

andsteps.  

 

   
Picture: Under grey skies the Llandudnocentre’s team pause for a photo
opportunity. Third in Steve Thomas, Gareth Hall (Care), Mark Hollis, Carly
Sparkes (RGN), Carl Adamson, John Cantwell, Kelvin Davies (volunteer) Lisa
Bowen(Activity Team) and Kelvin’ssister.

 

 
 

Billed as a non-competitive event, participants were encouraged to goattheir

ownpace, with an estimated finish time at the Sheffield centre in around 30

hours. Perhapsthefirst three to finish didn’t get that particular memo, as the

first to cross thefinish line was James Boltonin just 13 hours, seven minutes

and 9 seconds. Hewasfollowed by runner Sarah Attwood in second place

at 14 hours, 13 minutes and three seconds,andin third place runnerBarbara

Lowndes completed the coursein just 14 hours, 13 minutes and 6 seconds.

After monthsof following a training programmewithstaff from the Llandudno

centre’s Sports and Rec department the Llandudnocentre’s team of blind

veterans John Cantwell, Carl Adamson and Stephen Thomaswith Mark Hollis

andLisa Taylorfinished in a highly respectable 23 hours and 40 minutes.
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: : Be: OE ghinh Seoeme Sows.RRL Ee!

Picture: Charlie Eastwood teamed up with the unstoppable Capt Rebecca
Pogson-Hughes-Emanuel, OC LAD, 4 SCOTS, The Highlanders, 4th Battalion
The Royal Regimentof Scotland,to finish in 23 hours, 2 minutes and 23
seconds.

 

   
Our Chairman Tim Davis with Trustees Colonel Mike Brooke OBE and Sarah

Lucie Watsonjoined with Camilla Marshall, blind veteran Paul Jacobs GM

and membersofhis former Regiment, 2nd Battalion TheRifles, to form Paul’s

People. In the process they raised a massive £15,000for our charity.
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Picture aboveleft: Dancing enroute to make the night walk passfaster.

400k Yorkshire

blindveterans.org.uk/#22 «i oe : Picture aboveright: The Blister Sisters with Dennis Sarginson and guide
| dog fromleft to right Ella Campen, Jyoti Chand, Leigh Hesketh,Caitlin

Dunham,Kat Evans and Joanne Kingsbury.
 

Picture: Camilla Marshall and Trustee Colonel Mike Brooke OBE hold the

banneras honorary Rifleman Rory Thomson, Paul Jacobs GM, RQMSJ

Moncho CGC 3rd Battalion The Rifles, Brigadier Rob Thomson CBE, DSO

late of The Rifles, Trustee Sarah-Lucie Watson and our Chairman Tim Davis

cross thefinish line at the Sheffield centre. The team raised £15,000 for Blind

Veterans UK.

 

    
100K Yorkshire fever also caught on at Harcourt Street whentheBlister Sisters,

a team of past and presentstaff of Ella Campen, Jyoti Chand, Leigh Hesketh,

Caitlin Dunham, Kat Evans and Joanna Kingsbury completed the 100K.

  
   
  

 

In total both the 100K Yorkshire Challenge and the 100K Londonto Brighton

Challenge raised £186,000 and congratulations must go to the Events team

at Harcourt Street who organised and managedboth events and the many

Picture: The

| picture and

| message say  volunteers who helped. And of course a very public thank you to everyone who fe Hugs

took part to make these two challenge events such a magnificent success. at the end of

the hugely
lf you wouldlike to register your interest for the 2017 100K Londonto Brighton | successful

Challenge or the 2017 100K Yorkshire Challenge go to blindveterans.org.uk/ | inaugural

eventsorcall the Events team at Harcourt Street on telephone 020 7616 7959 or 100K Yorkshire

email: fundraising@blindveterans.org.uk Challenge.
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  Carl Adamson, 100K Yorkshire trekker and winnerof a Blind
Veterans UK Volunteers Award speaks aboutthe charity that
meansso muchto him. By Catherine Goodier.
“When| wasfirst injured | hid myself awayas| wasfrightened and | wouldn't
comeoutfor anyone. Now| go around as boldas youlike as I’ve got my
confidenceback. This charity [Blind Veterans UK] has given me the confidence
to go back outinto the big wide world and accept what happened to me and
move on withlife.

“If you embrace everything that the charity has to offer then you have a great
chance of makingit. If you don’t then you'll always be up and down. | moved
to Llandudnoin 2014 and before | made the move| was concerned that people
wouldn't help me, but | couldn't have been more wrongasthey can’t do
enoughfor me.I've made a great homefor myself and now workin the gym
at the Llandudnocentre and run an Archery Club with Mark Hollis and Andy
Gillam. The Archery Club meet on Wednesday evening twice a month and Mark
and Andygive up their time to makeit possible for myself, Dave Greenwood,
Trefor Selway and John Mooreto learn how improve our archery skills. Mark
Hollis and his team worked with me andotherblind veterans for months to
ensure that we werereadyto take on the 100K Yorkshire Challenge. That’s the
commitment shownbythestaff here.”

Those words were spokenby Carl Adamson,an inspirational younger member
of our charity who joined Blind Veterans UK after a horrific accident in Northern
lreland whenhewasjust 24 years old. Carl was one of the winnersat this year’s
Volunteering Awardsthat took place at the Tower of London. Nominated by
Colin Williamson for his involvementin Project Gemini, Carl was thrilled to be
presented with his award by General The Lord Dannatt GCB, CBE, MC, DLin his

role of Constable of the Tower of London.

“After | was injured | didn’t think that one day | would workin oneof the Blind

Veterans UK centres. | love the routine working here has given meas | have

something to get up for. They've given me a purposeas they said ‘Here are your

tools Carl. Now you work with them.’ When| work in the gym they leave meto

get on withit, as the charity sponsored meto study at Hereford College where|

gained a Level 3 Qualification in Fitness Instruction, so I’m just another qualified

memberofstaff. They also sponsored meto train as an archeryinstructor and|

do archery with the new members whoare here on their Intro Week. They've
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given me

a

platform to express myself andits brilliant. Taking part in the 100K
Yorkshire Challenge and receiving a Volunteering Award was something very
special that | never expected.”

Carl describes the accident that ended his career in the Cheshire Regimentjust
a weekbefore he wasdueto return from a two year tour of NorthernIreland.

“I joined the Cheshire Regimentin 1995 and servedin Germany and Belize.
| was involved in a road accident on patrol in Northern Ireland when a Land
Rover overturned onto mejust a week before | was dueto return from a two
year tour. | was part of the Quick Reaction Force. We werein the middle ofthe
lrish Hills where we'd put a road block onto a car to stop it crossing the border.
The accident happenedasthere werefive of us but the Land Rover was only
fitted with four seats. | had to sit on the plastic partition betweenthe seats so
whenthe Land Rover wentover everyone else was wearing their seat belts, but
as | didn’t have one| wasflung off the plastic partition and through thetop of
the Land Roverand into theditch. | looked up and watched as the Land Rover
rolled down and on top of me and a wire cutter dug into myface.

“It didn’t just damage myeyesit broke every single bone in my face, not just
broke them, but shattered them intolittle pieces.| lost all the muscle and fat
outof the back of my eyes and myeyes sank into mybrain as there was nothing
to control my eyes. My facejust disintegrated asit dropped to my neck.

“| could seelittle blue lights in the distance and that must have been the
ambulance coming. Next thing | collapsed on the paramedics and when | woke
up | had tubes coming from everyorifice. | put my hand on top of my head and
felt that my head had been shaved and| could feelinside my head whereit had
been stitched up.| wasterrified and as | was pumpedfull of drugs thoughtthat
I'd been kidnapped. | asked where| was.| wasinjured in County Tyrone and|
was 250 miles awayin hospital in Belfast and my parents were there. Doctors
were shining the blue torch into myeyesto find outif | could see. | could see
the light but not very well and | was a complete mess.

“The accident happened on 27th March 1997 and | rememberit like it was

yesterday. It seemslike it was yesterday not 19 years ago.”

Overthe next few years Carl underwenta series of gruelling operations and
recovery.
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  Howdid you becomethe person youare today?

“| don’t know.| think thatit’s inside you. | didn’t want to be injured. Whenit
first happened people would stare at me andI'd feel insecure but now | don’t
really care. | think it was abouta year or twoafter the accident that | came to
St Dunstan’s asit was then,as it had taken that long to get myeyesstabilised.
| can’t rememberwhointroduced mebut| still wasn’t ready as | wanted to run
away andhide.

“Thankfully lan Hebburn whowasa ROVI at the Brighton centre wouldn't give

up on me and he convinced meto go downthere andbit by bit over the years
| became more and more confident and now I'm at the stagethat| feel like part

of the family, the Blind Veterans UK family.

“I'm now confident to travel on my ownto YoungerGroupevents that mean

taking a train by myself from Llandudnoto Brighton, or elsewhere in the

country. When| first joined | was really edgy about doing anythinglike that

but now I'm really relaxed, it’s like popping out to the shop, | don’t give it much

thought. Working at the centre and with the younger group | meet people who

are in the sameposition that| wasin all of those years ago so | understand how

they're feeling and | can try to help them.

“The great thing about our centres and the staff is that they are so friendly and

that gives you the confidence to move forward with your life as you feel that

you are part of something.If the staff weren't as good as theyare it wouldn't

work,but theyall pull in the same direction to help you.

“Colin Williamson included mein Project Gemini and that was wonderful to

meet veterans from America and SouthAfrica in this country and thentravel to

America. It was a proud momentto act as an Ambassadorfor our charity.”

Whatwould your messagebe to people whoare comingin and aren't

ready for Blind Veterans UK or they’re scared?

“I'd tell them that they must give it time and they have to understand that

the staff and their fellow membersare trying to help. There’s no negativity,

everyoneis trying to do the right thing for you and if you go in the direction

they wantyou to you can achieve.In fact you will achieve things that you didn’t
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think possible. There are three stagesof recovery. Thefirst is acceptance and
that leads to the determination to succeed as you adapt to a new wayoflife.
This organisationwill pull youin all kinds of directions but you haveto trust
whatthey do as they know whatwill work andit does. Just trust and work with
them as you'll get to where you need to be. Then you're in the third and final
stage — achievement.

“I still have my moments but working with staff here I’m better qualified to
understand that even though there may be dark days there’s always hope and
with Blind Veterans UK you havea future. I’m in a very privileged position and
tell everyone how great the charity is and how special each of our centres are
as they areall different. | think it’s the best organisation in the world. | want to
thank Sharon Gradwell, myfirst Welfare Officer, as she never gave up on me.

Not ever.”

 

Bling ™&
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Picture: Introduced by our Chief Executive Major General (Rtd) Nick Caplin

CB a very proud Carl Adamsonreceiveshis Blind Veterans UK Volunteering

Award for his work with Project Gemini. He is presented with his certificate

by General The Lord Dannatt GCB, CBE, MC, DLin his role of Constable of

the Towerof London.
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Leo Neasham Return.
In the July and Augustissues of Review weincludedthefirst two parts of Leo
Neasham’s accountofhis time fighting in The Somme Offensive. We ended
when hewroteofhisarrival at the casualty hospital. Here we continue.

Two bumpsontheside-supports of the stretcher under the shoulders and near
the feet brought me back to awareness — it seems to resemble trestle like
formation, presumably tolift me from the floor and to avoid the need for the

medical examiners to bend downso low.

‘Stick it mate! Don’t worry. You'll be all right. Wish we were coming with you, to

get out of this bloody lot. Rememberusto Blighty.’

Anothervoice, with echoes of Dorset or perhaps Devon.‘Anything you want
mate?’ ‘A little water please?’ ‘I'll get it. Be careful you'll spill the bloodylot.Lift
up your heada bit.’

Anothervoice, female this time, coming from behind me.| felt the softness

of a female hand on myforehead, perhaps looking at the eyes.It was

understandable that this lady would avoid coming too near me, becauseof the

abundanceoflice that were enjoying themselves chasing each other over my

birthday suit, avoiding the wet mud which now mustbefairly soaked. ‘Admit

this man, Sergeant. Removeall his clothing. See that heis well covered with

blankets. Try to washhis face, but do not touch the eyes.’ ‘Yes Sister.’ Oh, from

now on | know whoitis.

With this painful operation concluded| tried to settle into a restive mood.

‘Alright mate?’ Dorset again. ‘Yes, thank you. What hospital is this?’ ‘This ain’t

no bloody hospital. It’s a bloody big tent.’ | suppose he meant a marquee.

Interesting to imagineit, with a large red cross emblazoned ontheside.It’s

hardly feasible that it would be covered with red blood,as he so aptly described

it.

‘I'm off duty tonight.’ ‘Oh, that’s good.’ ‘I’m going into the town to get some

bloody booze.I'll take mybilly can and fill it for you.’ ‘Is drinking allowedin

here?’ ‘No, but I’ll put it in a mug and bringit for you. It'll be all right. The

old cow won't be here again tonight.’ ‘Who's that?’ ‘The Sister. She ranks as
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a Captain in the nursing service. You need to be careful when she’s about.
Womenin power!’ ‘You're very kind, but | don’t want any beer, | don’t drink it!
‘Rightho I'll see you. All the things out of your pockets are in this bag. Feelit all
right? I'll hang it on the end here.’ ‘I had a five France noteis it there?’ ‘Some
b*?***d has had that.’

‘Thank you. Don’t worry aboutit.’ Interesting. Royal Army Medical Corps. RAMC
on their epaulettes. Rob All My Comrades we wouldsay. And so they did. But of
course | must acceptit. | supposein truth so must men of each other wherever
they are. Anyhowthat was exactly what happened,| am afraid RAMC meant
that on that occasion.

During the march | mentioned wesuffered the indignity of a pay parade. Now
this wasreally something. Having been herdedinto a stubble field we were
formedinto a three sided square. This gregarious interlude, for whimsical it was,
gave full vent to the company Sergeant Major's dissertation, which wasactually
a frivolous interlude for us, as he spluttered out his attempts in encouraging our
bodily movements. The vaudeville emphasised his weaknesses, as he contorted
his face, showedhis teeth and barked like a mad alsatian dog.

‘Your equipmentwill be off” He means removed. ‘Rifle on it. Behind him ina

straightline. | said straightline. Forget about the shape of your mother. No

mother would wantto know anyof you bloodylot.’

At that moment a GS wagon,General Service, was backedin. The old horse

wasreleased from the shafts and staked downon leadingrein, given a nose

bag of hay with which to amusehimself. Inside sat the Quarter Master Sergeant

with a long sheet of paper which it could be supposed carried list of names.

The youngofficer who jumped out remained standing. The Sergeant Major's

face wentred as he yelled ‘Attention.’ He marched acrossto the 2ndLieut. to

announceall present.

‘Allow your mento stand at ease Sergeant Major. There can be no excuse for

causing them unnecessary discomfort.’

He marched backwith his face now turning a deep purple. ‘When call your

name you must spring smartly to attention, march towardsthe officer, all three

paces, in front, and salute. When he hands you your pay, step smartly three
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  paces, takeit in your left hand(if you know whichis your left hand), step back
three paces, salute, about turn, march smartly back to your place.’

And sothis carousel continued its merry go round until all names had been
called and the GS wagonrode away.| was the proudpossessorofa five France
note — roughly abouttwoshillings in exchangevaluein Englandat that time,
(though nowit’s 10p). The lads soonlost theirs in gambling. Now I've lost mine,
and | so much wantedto give it to Dorset. Soft footsteps. No speech.| feel a
warmth near my cheek, smell paraffin oris it acetanilide. Perhapsa light being
carried. A firm voice, ‘Base’.

A female voice, ‘Attend to the dressing Sergeant. Soft pads on the eyeswith
tight bandage.’

‘Yes Sister.’ All this completed in a few minutes. The eyesless painful, probably
because | cannot now movethe eyelids up and down. | am lifted again. ‘You're
going with the train mate.Inside no talking. Remain silent and you'll be all right.’

It seems| was onthefloor. | could feel the sidesof this smelly place and
supposedit a cattle truck. Soon | sensed movementand the rumbling sound
of train wheels. | know not how long this journey was and have no memory
ofit. | revived whenbeinglifted and carried to a kind of motor vehicle, thence
to a soft bed which covered mypainful shoulders and buttocks, after so many
hours on the canvasof a stretcher. A young female voice,‘| want to wash you
and I'll be as gentle as possible. | must try to remove someofthe dirt before
the medical officersvisit you.’ ‘Thank you. Are you a nurse?’ ‘Yes’ ‘Where am |?’
‘At Boulogne.In hospital. You must remain quitestill. AfterI’ve completed the
dressings, nurse will bring you somefood.’

It was so peaceful there. It did not seem that anywhere could ever be peaceful
again. Nobody's speaking. Perhapsit’s night. | wondered how the lads had
fared in the redoute. What had happenedto the Germans? Did Dorset have his
booze?

‘Up you golad.’ ‘What's happening?’ ‘Oh, you're going fora ride. Notfar’ ‘The
conveyance was handpropelled, and | could discern the discussions of several
men. The soft handsof a female, presumably a nurse, removedall the dressings
without speaking. The male voices nearer, presumably doctors. Not much
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conversation, | could not decide how manyconstituted this group. Occasional
touches by male hands around myvarious wounds.

A loud voice, ‘Anything else?’ Flesh wound on the abdomen. Nothing can be
done.That leg and an arm, they must comeoff. What about you?’

A youngersoundingvoicethis time, ‘Well Sir I've considered both eyes. Theleft
oneis completely destroyed, the right oneindicates possible vision, if an early
operation could produce some improvement. | would like this case to be sent
to the 3rd London General for consultation by Sir Hubert Parsons.’ Heavy voice
again, ‘Those amputationsare urgent.If I'm to do them | must do them now,
because I’m going onleave at noon.’ ‘Yessir, but I’d submit that if we'd send this
case for Sir Hubert’s special attention, the amputations could then be done by
London.’ ‘All right, have it your way. Make surethat all the informationis clearly
stated on the patient's identity label. You may perhaps get him awaytonight.’

Andso theyleft me to my thinking, mytrepidation, tremulous agitation,
apprehensionsofthe possibility of losing a leg and an arm.But | must notfall
to. | must have confidence and gratitude that the voice of hope had rescued me
with mightier dominance, in hoursto pass, to the care of a famous ophthalmic
surgeon. Could anything be more wonderful? Did | realise the magnitude of
such happiness? Of course not. It was yearslater, after visiting opticians that|
noticed shelves of the great teaching volumesof this man,that | could forever
countthe blessing of this moment.

| rememberedthe steephill from the docks, the little motorised perambulator
| wasin, (having first been strapped to the stretcher against the momentum of
the ship) danced wildly onits solid tyres as it proceeded to descend. Suddenly
it overturned. Fortunately| fell to the left, minimising the painful discomfort of
the woundedleg and arm.The strap around meheld firmly. Much shouting and
soldierly language, thenall’s well till the hospital ship. We were quiet, peaceful
and reasonably comfortable. The only noise came from the throbbing of the
engines.

Soft female voice enquiring. Me, ‘Somethingto drink please! ‘| have some
beer, we'll send you some.’ ‘No thank you,| don’t drink it’ ‘Some waterthen,
but don’t take too muchin case you'resick.’ ‘Here you are, son. Sister sent
this. I'll hold it. This bloody ship is pitching.’ ‘We're not going straight over.

 



  ‘Submarines, subs about. Captain, he’s taking a zig-zag course up the Channel.
It'll mean twelve hoursinstead of two.All right lad?’

| was brought ashore and laid somewhere on the dockside. There was much
movementof feet. Some while after | heard a train moving out. A strange voice,
‘Whyis this manleft here?’ ‘Oh he’s for the Londontrain’ ‘Cannot he be taken to
the waiting room?’ ‘Well the door’s a bit small and narrow togetthis stretcher
throughtothethird class waiting room. Anyhowthereisn’t a fire there.’ ‘In the
first class waiting room there’s a lovelyfire. It would be warm for him there.’
‘No Mister, he can’t goin there. He’s not an officer.’ Anothervoice suggesting a
sanctimoniousair, ‘I’m from the local church, from your label | see you are of the
Church of England.’ ‘Yes | am.’ ‘Have you been confirmed?’ ‘No | haven't. ‘Then
you are an imposter.’

And he walked awaywithoutfurther speaking. | thought, whata terrible thing
for a church leaderto utter, a malediction with thunders of the vatican, however
could hesink so low? Afterthe terrible days on the Somme,the uncertainties of
yesterday, the predicament| wasin at the moment; it brought a stinging truth
to howtheladsfelt in the trenches, that the British did not want us to come
back, that the war should go on — they continue with their high wages and
high living, making munitions. | was back in my homeland,andin thefirst few
minutes, a church leader, a supposed Christian teacher had shut the gatesof
mercy and designated mean outcast. | resolved neverto enter a church again.

| was overwhelmed by a mixture of sadness and bitterness, and scarcely
realised another speaker near to me. Introducing himself as Steve, ‘My name
is Steventon,’ | think that was correct. ‘You maycall me Steve, don’t worry to
remembernames. | am the Secretary of the London Society of East Anglians.
| see you're a Norfolk Regiment, do youlike in Norfolk?’ ‘Yes, Norwich.’ ‘Oh,
that’s wonderful. You are awaiting the Londontrain, for the 3rd London General
Hospital. | knowit well. It’s in Wandsworth.| will come to see you when| return
to Londonin a few days. Have you any parentsorrelatives?’ ‘Yes.’ ‘Would you
like me to write to them?’‘Yes, it would be very kind. Write to my mother. Don't
give details of the eyes, only mention the leg and arm,if you wish.’ ‘Give me the
address,| will write at once.’ ‘Thank you,it will make me very happy. You could
contact myfatherin Aldershot, he’s serving with the King’s Dragoon Guards on

remounts.If he’s abroad,his friend in the office, Lieutenant J. Burley may help.’

‘Your train will be in soon. Don’t get concerned, and will visit you.’
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| waslifted and carried, | supposeinto the train. Door bangs, the train moves.
‘All right lad? I’m the guard. You'll be all right. | shall be in and outall the while.’
A Londoner| thought. He spoke very kindly as he camein banging the door,
after stopping the train andrestarting en route. And so, after much carrying,
buffeting and conveying eventually | was again in a hospital bed with the
necessary nursing service, very quiet and cared for, during a spell of two or
three days.

Then nurse says very quietly,‘I'll remove your dressings on your eyes, Sir Hubert
Parsonsis in the ward and will come to examine you.’ And so the great man
cameto mesilently examining the eyes.| confess to feeling nervously excited.
After a few breath taking moments, which | founddifficult to control, he spoke
in a soft deep toneofvoice.‘Im sorry lad, you've lost the left one. | cannot do
anything for that. The right seems more hopeful, and| will try to save that,
I'm not promising anything, and if not more, you will have somesightin it.’
| went from dejection to elation. A few days later a surgeon, of whom | had
no knowledge, speaking with a rough voicesaid,‘I'll have you in and clean
up those woundsofyours.| think | can savethe leg,it may bestiff, you won't
be able to walk. The arm should be useable but the use of your handshall be
limited to the thumbandforefinger. You're a very lucky lad.’ And so, torture
becamea delight as darkness heralded a new dawn.

In the monthsthat followed | was overjoyed at welcomingseveralvisitors.
Burby came and informed me he had contacted my father who would be

visiting as soon as he returned from abroad. Steve came frequently during my

stay in Londonhospital. He wasalwaysa joy, so cheerful full of optimism and

encouragement. Of course myfather, almost always anyway, came weekly,

unless he was awaytaking drafts of horses to the front. He had to wear a

Corporal’s tunic as commissioned officers could not be permitted to propel a

woundedsoldierin an invalid chair into the groundsof the hospital. Sister Sharp

would often remark on how manyvisitor's | had. Hospital life | found was very

disciplined, but very happy. In February 1919, after two years and four months,|

wasreleased from hospital and discharged from the Army.

Fourty years on in 1959, the abdominal woundthat he beenignoredin the

beginning, gave trouble, revealing that the shrapnel had secreteditself in the

bladder. A surgeonin a private operation andwithgreatskill, removedthis,

at the sametime extracting the largest of the seven pieces of shrapnel from
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  the leg, allowing for full movement and releasing from manyyears the painful
stiffness. A minor operation on the arm cleared the bullet wound andfull
movementof the fingers returned. In the same year an ophthalmic surgeon did
anotherprivate operation, extracting the shrapnel splinters that had worked
through from the backof theright eye, thoughtoolate to improvethevision,
freed the eye from discomforting unhappiness and distress that had been a
major concernfor so long. The offending metalresponsible for destroying the
left eye remainsto this day firmly embeddedin the cheekbone.

Leo Neasham joined the Royal Norfolk Regiment on 7th October 1914. He
was wounded on the Sommein October 1916 whenhelosthis left eye and
sustained shrapnel woundsto his right eye. He went on to runa very successful
gentlemen's clothiers. He came to St Dunstan’s in 1985 when the sight failed in
his right eye.
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Congratulationsto:

 

Births:

Harry and Joyce Bowell onthe birth oftheir great granddaughter, Georgina
Emmerline, on 16th July to their grandson Ross and daughterin law Janie Bowell.

Birthdays:

Walter Sharpe whocelebrated his 102nd birthday on 7th August.
Walter Pritchard whocelebrated his 100th birthday on 14th September.
Michael Roberts whocelebrated his 100th birthday on 21st September.

Anniversaries:

Platinum (70th):

Noel & Madge Bracewellof Preston, Lancashire on 21st September.

Blue Sapphire (65th):

Harry & Joyce Bowell of Blackpool, Lancashire on 29th June.
Alfred & Bet Llewellyn of Bexleyheath, Kent on 8th September.
Ken & DaphneConnelly of Staines Upon Thames, Middlesex on 15th
September.

Eric & Dorothy Dysonof Blackpool, Lancashire on 20th September.
Beryl & Arthur Wilson of Steyning, West Sussex on 22nd September.

Diamond(60th):

Vic & Heather Ashlee of Sidcup, Kent on 1st September.
Robert & Dorothy Walker of Glasgow,Lanarkshire on 6th September.
Bill & Barbara Johnson of Basingstoke, Hampshire on 8th September.
Bob & Pat Hewsonof Newcastle Upon Tyne, Tyne and Wear on 8th September.
George & June Mordauntof Ormskirk, Lancashire on 8th September.
John & Rosemary Coveyof Fordingbridge, Hampshire on 15th September.
Peter & Anne Bradshawof Bearsted, Kent on 22nd September.

 



  Ruby (40th):

Ron & Linda HutchinsonofCarlisle, Cumbria on 19th September.
John & Pat Edwardsof Faringdon, Oxfordshire on 26th September.

Silver (25th):

Doug & Chris Jonesof Luton, Bedfordshire on 6th September.
Ernest & Arlene Hosick of Lisburn, County Antrim on 21st September.

It is with deep regret that we record the deathsof the following and weoffer
our heartfelt condolencesto their widows, widowers, families and friends.

Betty Broomheadwhodied on 17th July 2016. She wasthe wife ofPhilip
Broomhead.

Pamela ‘Pam’Catling whodied on 7th July 2016. She wasthe wife of Peter Catling.

Lily Corbett who died on 25th June 2016.She wasthe wife of Frank Corbett.

Dolores Fawkes whodied on 19th April 2016. She wasthe wife of Reginald Fawkes.

Gwendoline Fieid who died on 12th October 2015. She wasthe wife of Robert
Field.

Hilda Greasley whodied on 31st July 2016. She was the widowofthe late Herbert
Greasley.

Maisie Land whodied on21st July 2016. She wasthe partnerof Frank Smith.

Erlinda ‘Linda’ Martin whodied on 9th July 2016. She wasthe wife of David
Martin.

Winn Reed whodied on 23rd May 2016. She wasthe widow ofthelate William
Reed.

Iris Sharp whodied on 29th June 2016. She wasthe wife of Ronald Sharp.

irene Thorpe whodied on 13th July 2016. She wasthe wife of Herbert Thorpe.

Marjory Tindall whodied on 8th July 2016. She was the widowofthe late Douglas
Tindall.

Kathleen ‘Molly’ Vernon whodied on 24th May 2016. She wasthe wife of Patrick

Vernon.
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Welcometo

Blind Veterans UK.
Arthur‘Nigel’ Adamsof Grantham,Lincolnshire served in the Royal Artillery
from 1952 to 1954.

 

Joyce Adams née Few of Wakefield, West Yorkshire served in the Women’s
Auxiliary Air Force in 1942.

Paul Ayshford-Sanford of Moreton In Marsh, Gloucestershire served in the
Royal Armoured Corps and the 9th (Queen’s Royal) Lancers from 1949 to 1967.

AlwynBainesofKirkby In Furness, Cumbria served in the Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers from 1952 to 1964.

Thomas‘Tom’ BalshawofBootle, Merseyside served in the Royal Army Service
Corps from 1951 to 1952.

David Bangsof Uckfield, East Sussex served in the Royal Air Force from 1957 to
1959.

Derek Bassof Old Coulsdon,Surrey served in the General Service Corps and
the Royal Engineers from 1944 to 1959,

Martin Baxter of Lymington, Hampshire served in the Royal Engineers from
1960 to 1965.

Cyril ‘Harry’ Beacockof Staines Upon Thames, Middlesex served in the Royal
Air Force from 1941 to 1946.

Doris Benson née Buckof Fulwood,Preston served in the Women’s Royal
Naval Service from 1943 to 1945.

Frank Bishop of Wokingham,Berkshire served in the Royal Air Force from 1940

to 1973:

Kenneth ‘Ken’Bissell of Skegness, Lincolnshire served in the Royal Air Force

from 1950 to 1952.

Dennis ‘Den’Bliss of Brighton, East Sussex served in the RoyalAir Force from

1942 to 1946.
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  Ronald Butler of Catford, Londonserved in the Royal Air Force from 1941 to
1946.

GeorgeBrice of Liverpool, Merseyside served in the Royal Artillery from 1948
to 1950.

Francis ‘Frank’ ByrneofEllesmere Port, Cheshire served in the Royal Signals
from 1952 to 1957.

David Chamberlain of Nuneaton, Warwickshire served in the General Service

Corps and the Royal Armoured Corps from 1944 to 1954.

ThomasClarke of Llandudno, Gwyneddservedin the Royal Navy from 1948 to
1950.

Christine Collins of Pickering, North Yorkshire served in the Women’s Royal Air

Force from 1977 to 1984.

Ronald Condonof Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands served in the General

Service Corps and the Royal Artillery from 1946 to 1948.

Jacques Crightonof Livingston, West Lothian served in the Royal Air Force

from 1959 to 1979.

John Cruickshank of Aberdeenserved in the Gordon Highlanders and the

Royal Artillery from 1940 to 1946.

Dennis Cruwys of Southampton, Hampshire served in the General Service

Corps, Royal Hampshire Regiment and the Royal Signals from 1947 to 1961.

Bernard Daviesof Llandrindod Wells, Powys served in the Royal Air Force from

1952 to 1954.

DesmondDavies of Haverfordwest, Dyfed served in the Royal Artillery from

1956 to 1956.

Bertram ‘Ted’ DobbsofFelixstowe, Suffolk served in the Queen’s Royal

Regiment, Royal Army Service Corps and the SherwoodForesters from 1945 to

1951.

John DonoghueofSt. Helens, Merseyside served in the Royal Air Force from

1941 to 1946.
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Brian Driscoll of Farnham, Surrey served in the Royal Air Force from 1946 to
1948.

John Dunlopof Grangemouth,Stirlingshire served in the Royal Army Service
Corps from 1956 to 1964.

Ronald Duxburyof Blackpool, Lancashire served in the Royal Artillery from
1957 to 1960.

Kenneth ‘Ken’Eckersley of Walton Le Dale, Preston servedin the Royal
Engineers from 1942 to 1947.

Gordon EdwardsofPrescot, Merseyside served in the Royal Air Force and the

Royal Army Medical Corps from 1954 to 1957.

Donald Evansof Abergele, Clwyd served in the Royal Air Force from 1946 to
1948.

Carl Farthing of Tywyn, Gwynedd servedin the Royal Navy from 1948 to 1978.

RosemaryFleet née Barkus of Newport, Gwentservedin the Auxillary

Territorial Service and the Women’s Royal Army Corps from 1948 to 1951.

Joan Fowler née Davies of Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire served in the Auxillary

Territorial Service from 1944 to 1945.

John Fudge of Bodmin, Cornwall served in the Royal Navy from 1942 to 1946.

Alfred ‘Alf’ Gibbons of Newport OnTay,Fife served in the Royal Navy from

1961 to 1985.

Geoffrey GoodenoughofClitheroe, Lancashire served in the Royal Engineers

from 1958 to 1960.

Frederick ‘Fred’ Griffiths of Ingol, Preston served in the Cheshire Regiment

and 17/21 Lancers from 1940,later training troops for the Korean War.

David Hamilton of Swindon,Wiltshire served in the Royal Air Force from 1950

to 1960.

Peter Haskell of Haslemere, Surrey servedin the Irish Guards from 1943 to 1947.

Michael Hawleyof Dudley, West Midlandsserved in the Royal Signals from

1955 to 1964.
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William ‘Peter’ Heath of Brent, London served in the Royal Navy from 1943 to
1946.

Cedric Herbertof St. Helens, Merseyside served in the Royal Air Force from
T950'to 1953.

Eric Hickford of Worsley, Manchester served in the Royal Marines from 1943 to
1946.

Winifred ‘Win’ Hill of Liverpool served in the Royal Air Force from 1944 to 1947.

ThomasHodginsof Southport, Merseyside served in the King’s Regiment from
1951 to-1957.

James Hotchkiss of Stalybridge, Cheshire served in the General Service Corps
and the Royal Signals from 1942 to 1947.

Kenneth ‘Ken’ Huckerbyof Doncaster, South Yorkshire served in the General
Service Corps, Royal Engineers and Royal Artillery from 1945 to 1959,

Leslie ‘Les’ Humphreysof Hartlepool, Cleveland served in the Royal Navy from
1942 to 1957.

Robert Iddon of New Longton,Preston served in the Royal Naval Volunteer
Reserve from 1942 to 1946.

Stanley ‘Stan’ Irwin of Clayton Le Woods, Leyland served in the General
Service Corps, Royal Signals and the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
from 1944 to 1958.

George ‘Gwynne’ Jonesof Welshpool, Powysserved in the General Service
Corps and the Royal Artillery from 1947 to 1959.

JohnKelsall of Stockport, Cheshire served in the Army Catering Corps from
1953 to 1964.

MichaelLally of St. Helens, Merseyside served in the Royal Artillery from 1949
te 1951.

Ernest ‘Tony’ Lane of Gloucester served in the Army Catering Corps from 1953
fo 1955.

JohnLeslie of Borehamwood,Hertfordshire served in the Royal Artillery and
the Army Catering Corps from 1941 to 1946.
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Mavis Linfoot née Wallace of Macclesfield, Cheshire served in the Queen
Alexandra's Royal Army Nursing Corps from 1957 to 1961.

MichaelLitchfield of Bramcote, Nottingham served in the General Service
Corps and the Royal Northumberland Fusiliers from 1944 to 1948.

Joanne ‘Jo’Longof Inverness served in the Royal Navy from 1961 to 1985.

Florence Mahoneyof New Malden, Surrey served in the Women’s Axillary Air
Force from 1943 to 1946.

John Marcel of Newmarket, Suffolk served in the Royal Marines from 1944 to
1965.

Terence ‘Terry’ McCarthyof Littlehampton, West Sussex served in the General
Service Corps and the Queen’s Royal Regiment from 1944 to 1945.

Alexander ‘Alec’ McGhee of Blackburn, Lancashire served in the Royal Pioneer
Corps from 1964 to 1981.

William ‘Bill’ McGlasson of Poole, Dorset served in the Royal Army Service
Corps from 1957 to 1961.

John MenonofBrecon, Powys served in the Royal Army Medical Corps from
1950 to 1954.

Frederick Mundyof Maldon,Essex served in the General Service Corps and the
Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers from 1945 to 1948.

John Murphy of Maghull, Liverpool served in the Royal Air Force from 1942 to
1947.

Leslie Nicholass of Colchester, Essex served in the Royal Army Ordnance Corps
from 1944 to 1958.

Leonard O’Connorof Liverpool served in the King's Own Royal Regiment,
South Lancashire Regiment and the Liverpool Scottish Regiment from 1953 to
1959.

Peter Oliver of Bournemouth servedin the Royal Air Force from 1946 to 1949.

John Parkin of Hexham, Northumberland served in the RoyalAir Force from
1956 to 1959.
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  David Parry of Liverpool, Merseyside served in the Light Division and the Royal
Green Jackets from 1981 to 1997.

GordonPickering of Llanrwst, Gwynedd servedin the RoyalAir Force from

1951 to 1954.

Louie Prada of Northamptonservedin the RoyalAir Force from 1945 to 1948.

Archibald ‘Martin’ Reid of Maidenhead, Berkshire served in the Royal Air Force

from 1956 to 1968.

Robert ‘Bob’ Reid of East Kilbride, Glasgow served in the Merchant Navy from

1944 to 1951.

George Richardson of Middlesbrough, Cleveland served in the Merchant Navy

from 1942 to 1945.

Peter Robinson of Rugby, Warwickshire served in the Royal Air Force from 1949

to 19511.

John Rookof Enfield, Middlesex served in the Royal Air Force from 1953 to

1958.

Leslie Round of Evesham, Worcestershire served in the Royal Navy from 1943

to 1946.

David Rutherford of Raskelf, York served in the Royal Air Force from 1959 to

1975.

Margaret ‘Peggy’Scott of Solihull, West Midlands served in the Auxillary

Territorial Service from 1941 to 1946.

Leslie ‘Les’ Shears of Hampton, Middlesex served in the Royal Air Force from

1945 to 1948.

RoySintonof Liverpool, Merseyside served in the Royal Navy from 1943 to

1946.

Ethel ‘Peggy’ Sleemanof Salterton, Devon served in the Auxiliary Territorial

Service from 1942 to 1946.

Francis Stewart of Blackpool, Lancashire served in the Royal Air Force from

1942 to 1946.
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James Sutton of Tarleton, Preston servedin the Royal Signals from 1941 to
1946.

Christopher VanZeller of Hassocks, West Sussex served in the Royal Air Force,
General Service Corps, Royal Fusiliers and the Somerset Light Infantry from 1941
to 1945.

Colin Wakeham ofBristol served in the Royal Air Force from 1954 to 1956.

Clifford Wallis of Worcesterserved in the Suffolk Regiment from 1942 to 1947.

Norman Walters of Burntwood,Staffordshire served in the Royal Air Force from
1946 to 1948.

Bertram Watterson of Great Wyrley, Walsall served in the Royal Artillery, Royal
Army Ordnance Corps and the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers from
1939 to 1946.

David ‘Davie’ Weir of Bathgate, West Lothian served in the Royal Electrical and

Mechanical Engineers from 1951 to 1955.

Reginald ‘Reg’ Wilkes of Tipton, West Midlands served in the General Service

Corps and the Worcester Regimentfrom 1945 to 1959.

Cyril Williamsof Port Talbot, West Glamorgan servedin the Royal Welsh

Fusiliers from 1955 to 1964.

Hetty Williams née Moss of Highbury, North Londonserved in the Auxillary

Territorial Service from 1943 to 1945.

Leslie Wilton of St. Helens, Merseyside served in the Royal Navy from 1943 to

1947.

Harold Witcherley of St. Helens, Merseyside served in the Royal Air Force from

1947 to 1949.

Thomas ‘Tommy’ WoodofBarnsley, South Yorkshire served in the Royal

Signals from 1939 to 1946.

Alan Woodwardof Farnworth, Bolton served in the Royal Air Force from 1948

to 1950:
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In Memory.

It is with deep regret that we record the deathsof the following members and

weoffer our heartfelt condolencesto their widows, widowers, families and

friends.

Trevor Bainbridge of Keighley, West Yorkshire died on 24th July 2016, aged 79.

He joined the Royal Air Force in 1958 for National Service when heservedin the

UK and Cyprus and wasdischarged as a Junior Technician in 1960.

Betty Batemanof Crawley, West Sussex died on 5th August 2016, aged 93. She

joined the Auxiliary Territorial Service in 1944 and served in the UK as a Lance

Corporal until 1947.

Bernard Baldwin ofHalifax, West Yorkshire died on 16th June 2016, aged 91.

He joined the General Service Corps in 1943 transferring to the Royal Artillery

training as a Wireless Operator. Having joined the 26 Field Regiment, he

deployed on D+7 to Normandy and then moved through Europe to Germany.

He wasthen posted to India and discharged as a Lance Bombardierin 1946.

John ‘Jack’ Barnesof Birmingham, West Midlands died on 18th July 2016,

aged 94. He joined the RoyalAir Force in 1941, serving in the Middle East until

discharge as a Leading Aircraftmanin 1946.

Joan Bowernée Scott of Colchester, Essex died on 26th July 2016, aged 92.

In 1942 she enlisted in the Armyas a Private in the Auxiliary Territorial Service

Ordinance Core and wasstationed in London at Woolwich Dockyard.By the

time of her discharge in 1946 she was a Lance Corporal.

DaphneBrock née Woolleyof Heathfield, East Sussex died on 16th July 2016,

aged 92. She volunteered for the Royal Air Force in 1942 and spent her service

at RAF Bensonin the Meteorological Office. She was demobbedasa Leading

Aircraftwomanin 1945.

Lionel Broughton of Rugby, Warwickshire died on 1st April 2016, aged 93. He

enlisted into the Royal Engineers and wasposted to Stanraer in Scotland where

he wasinvolved with military trains as a guard. He waslater transferred to other

locations in the UK until discharged as a Corporal in 1947.
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Joseph ‘Joe’ Burgessof Leyland, Lancashire died on 1st December 2015, aged
104. He joined the Royal ArmyService Corps in 1942. After training at Hadrian’s
Camp,Carlisle, attached to the 15th Scottish Infantry Division, he served in the
UK as a driver. He landed on Arromanche Beach on D+8 and moved through
France, Belgium and Holland to Germany, discharging as a Private in 1946.

Robert Butchard of Liverpool, Merseyside died on 9th July 2016, aged 86. He
joined the Royal Army Service Corpsin 1948 for National Service and trained as
a driver at Aldershot. He served in the UK at Yeovil, Colchester and Folkestone
before discharge in 1950.

Nora Coates néeBell of Alston, Cumbria died on 7th July 2016, aged 94. She
served in the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force from 1942 to 1945, discharging as a
Leading Aircraftwoman.

Francis ‘Frank’ Colley of Thornton Cleveleys, Lancashire died on 14th August
2016, aged 89. He enlisted into the Royal Navy in 1944 at the age of 18 as an
electrician’s mate, a wireman.He servedin the Far East on mine sweepers and
his last ship was HMS Wave whenhewasdischarged in 1948 as a Wireman.

GeorgeCollins of Horsham, West Sussex died on 18th July 2016, aged 77. He
servedin the Irish Army before joining the Queen’s Regimentin 1961. He was
posted in the UK and Germanybefore discharging as a Sergeantin 1978.

Queenie Davies née StevensonofBrighton, East Sussex died in 2016, aged 91.
She joined the Auxiliary Territorial Service in 1943 and served in London. She
wasdischarged asa Private in 1945.

Ernest ‘John’ Dearing of Lewes, East Sussex died on 17th July 2016, aged 96.
He joined the Royal Signals in 1940 and wasposted to North Africa. Captured
in Greece in 1941 he wasa Prisoner of War for four years in Stalag 18a. A regular
escaper he was successful on the fifth attempt and wasrepatriated. Discharged

as a signalman in 1946 he did a period in the Royal Signals (TA) Emergency

Reserves from 1958 to 1967 and left as a WO2.

Ronald Delaneyof Olton, Solihull died on 22nd July 2016, aged 67. He joined

the Merchant Navy working foran Irish shipping line. He then joined the British

Merchant Navy, serving initially in a coaster. He left there around the time of

the seaman’sstrike in 1966 and joined the Royal Armoured Corps and trained
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  as a PTI. He went to Sennelager and then Aldershot and joined the freefall
club. He wasa Chieftain tank driver and wasinjured in an accident with a
thunderflashin his tank which damagedhisleft eye that eventually affected
both eyes.

RaymondDoddofPetersfield, Hampshire died on 18th July 2016, aged 96.
He volunteeredfor the Royal Air Force in 1939 and served in the UK until
discharged as a Corporalin 1946.

Malcolm Douglass of Middlesbrough, Cleveland died on 12th July 2016, aged

79. He joined the RoyalAir Force in 1955, serving as an RAF Policeman until

dischargeas a leading Aircraftman in 1957.

Sarah ‘Sadie’ Evans née Cameronof Birmingham, West Midlands died on

23th July 2016, aged 93. She joined the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force in 1942 and

trained at RAF Bridgnorth before serving at Morecambeand Castle Kennedyin

the Isle of Man. She wasdischarged as a Leading Aircraftwomanin 1945.

Mansell Everett of Thetford, Norfolk died in 2016, aged 91. He joined the Royal

Air Force in 1943, he wasin 233 Squadron Transport division and went to Burma

and India before being discharged in 1946 as a Leading Aircraftman.

William ‘Bill’ Feasey of Portsmouth, Hampshire died on 8th July 2016, aged 95.

He joined the RoyalAir Force in 1941 andafter training served in Egypt and

Germany. He was discharged as a Corporal in 1950.

John Fulton of Ashford died on 19th July 2016, aged 77. He joined the Royal

Air Force Police in 1957 for National Service. He served at Wilmslow, Cheshire,

Market Drayton and Northolt prior to discharge as a Corporal in 1959.

Norman Gore ofGloucester, Gloucestershire died on 13th July 2016, aged

92. He enlisted into the Royal Marines in 1942 fighting in North Africa, Tripoli,

France and Belgium. He wasdischarged in 1946.

EdwardHarris of Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey died in 2016, aged 87. He

joined the Royal Navy in 1947 for National Service. Based at Chatham he was

discharged as an Able Seamanin 1949.
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Alfred Hill of Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire died on 13th July 2016, aged 93.
He joined the Royal Air Force in 1941, served in the UK and Egypt and was
discharged as a Leading Aircraftmanin 1946.

Harold Hillary of Goole, North Humberside died on 12th July 2016, aged 90. He
joined the King’s Royal Rifle Corps in 1944 and served in Italy, Austria and North
Africa. He was discharged in 1946 asa Rifleman.

Hilda Humphries née Diprose of Hailsham, East Sussex died on 10th February
2016, aged 89. She joined the Auxiliary Territorial Service in 1944 and carried out
her training at Burnham Beechesand Fleet. She specialised as a vehicle driver,
ranging from small cars to half tracks. She was dischargedin 1946.

Joan Jones née Grovesof MerthyrTydfil, Mid Glamorgan died on 4th July
2016, aged 96. She joined the Women’s Royal Naval Service in 1941, serving as
a visual signals officer in London and Scotland and was dischargedas a Petty
Officer Wrenin 1945.

Victor Jones of Birmingham, West Midlands died on 1st June 2016, aged 88.
He joined the Royal Navy in 1946 and served in HMSBrides Bay stationed in the
Mediterranean on Palestine patrol. He was discharged in 1948 as a Writer.

James Kramerof Cheltenham, Gloucestershire died on 5th July 2016, aged 94.
He joined the Royal Air Force in 1941 and servedin India and Burma bringing
back POWsfrom the Far East in Sunderland flying boats. He was discharged as a
Leading Aircraftman in 1946.

John Lakin of Chorley, Lancashire died on 26th July 2016, aged 88. He joined
the General Service Corpsin 1946 andtransferred to the Royal Armoured Corps
two monthslater. He served in the UK and Germany before discharge as a
Trooperin 1948.

John Lord of Lytham St Annes, Lancashire died in 2016, aged 62. He joined
the Royal Air Force in 1971. He servedin the UK prior to discharge in 1972 as a
Senior Aircraftman.

Kenneth Marsdenof Haverfordwest, Dyfed died on 11th July 2016, aged 93. He
joined the Royal Marinesin 1942, after training at Deal he served afloat in the

Far East, discharging as a Marine in 1946.
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  John ‘Jack’ McMahonof Cramlington, Northumberland died in 2016, aged 86.

He joined the General Service Corps in 1947. Following training and a transfer to

the RoyalSignals in 1948, he wasbilleted in Eaton Place andinitially served as a

telephone operatorat the War Office in Whitehall and later at Fontainbleu, the

NATO HQin France. He wasdischarged as a Lance Corporalin 1949.

Lesley Milne of Lee On The Solent, Hampshire died on 2nd August 2016, aged

74. As soon as she was old enoughshejoined the WRNS.Shedid hertraining at

HMS Dauntless in Reading. She served around the UK and workedin the motor

pool. She wasdriver to the captain of HMS Excellent. She served from 1959 to

1961 leaving as a WREN.

George Minnikin of Durham, County Durham died on 31st July 2016, aged 80.

He served in the Royal Army Service Corpsas a driver for National Service from

1955 until he was discharged as a Lance Corporal in 1958.

Joan Morgan née Creamerof Rottingdean, East Sussex died on 19th July

2016, aged 93. She joined the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force in 1941 training at

Gloucester and later went to Ruislip. She worked in the south of England at a

variety of locations on clerical duties leaving as a Leading Aircraftwomanin

1944.

Colin Noy of Papplewick, Nottingham died on 17th July 2016, aged 87. He

served in the Royal Air Force for National Service from 1947 to 1949, discharging

as a Leading Aircraftman.

Geoffrey Orton of Cheltenham, Gloucestershire died on 8th July 2016, aged 79.

He joined the RoyalAir Force in 1955, serving in Cyprus, Germany and the UK as

an RAF Policeman. He wasdischarged as a Corporalin 1971.

Arthur ‘Ken’ Palmer of Merstham, Surrey died on 27th June 2016, aged 92.

He joined the Royal Air Force in 1942 and trained as a radio direction finder. He

was discharged in 1947 but re-enlisted in 1949 to serve in Gibraltar, Malta and

Germany before discharge as a Corporalin 1953.

Gerald Ranson of Axminster, Devon died on 26th July 2016, aged 95. He joined

the Royal Air Force in 1941 and served in Rhodesia and South Africa. He was

discharged as a Leading Aircraftman in 1946.

72

   

 

Philip Shaw of Doncaster, South Yorkshire died on Sth August 2016, aged
96. He enlisted in the Royal Air Force in 1940. He served as an electrical fitter
on Lancasters until VE Day whenhetransferred to the Fleet Air Arm and was
eventually discharged as a Leading Aircraftmanin 1945.

Charles Shipley of Selby, North Yorkshire died on 13th July 2016, aged 87.
He joined the Royal Air Force for National Service in 1950 and servedin radar
stations until discharge as a Leading Aircraftman in 1952.

James ‘Gordon’Simsof Nottingham, Nottinghamshire died on 10th August
2016, aged 96. He joined the Royal Air Force in 1940 and served as a wireless
mechanic in Malaya, Java, Ceylon and the UK until discharge as a Corporal in
1946.

Albert Simpson of Middlesbrough, Cleveland died on 18th July 2016, aged 93.
He joined the Leicester Regiment in 1941, serving briefly in the UK before going
to India and Burmain the Chindits. He was demobilised as a Corporalin 1946.

Patrick ‘Paddy’Skilton of Swindon,Wiltshire died on 19th July 2016, aged 94.
He joined the Royal Engineers in 1938 as a boy from school and wasstationed

with a searchlight unit in Sussex at the beginning of the war.Transferring to the

Royal Artillery in 1940 he trained for the Northern Europe invasion and landed

on Sword Beach in Normandyfor D-Day,fighting throughto the River Elbe. He

was discharged as a Sergeantin 1946.

GeorgeSlater of Leyland, Lancashire died on 12th August 2016, aged 90. He

served with the Merchant Navyfor three years before he joined the General

Service Corps in 1945, transferring to the Black Watch in 1946 when he was

posted to Duisberg in Germany. He wasdischargedin 1949.

Joseph ‘Harry’ Symnof Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire died in 2016, aged 91. In

October 1943 he joined the Royal Air Force as a technician, qualified as a flight

engineerand served in Singapore, the Azores, the Bahamasand NorthAfrica.

He was discharged in 1947 as a Flight Sergeant.

Roy ThomasofEllesmere Port, Cheshire died on 14th July 2016, aged 91. He

served in the Merchant Navy as a deck boy before joining the Border Regiment

in 1941. He then transferred to the South Lancashire Regiment, later to the
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  LancashireFusiliers, and finally the Parachute Regimentin 1944. He served in
North Africa,Sicily, Italy, Greece, Egypt, and Palestine before discharging as a
Private in 1947.

Joan Trench of Pershore, Worcestershire died on 30th July 2016, aged 108.
She left school at 16% years of age having achieved matriculation. She went to
Tenerife where she learned Spanish and thenlived in Spain, in San Sebastian
where she taught English to Spanish people. She returned to the UK and
married in 1934. During the Second World Warshe served in the Women’s
Royal Naval Service from 1942 when she was employed around the UK. She
completedhertraining at the Royal Naval College in Greenwich and achieved
her commission. She was discharged as a Second Officer.

Peter Wagerman of Hendon, Londondied on 14th July 2016, aged 84. He
commissioned into the Royal Air Force Dental Branch in 1956. He served at RAF
Benson, RAF Uxbridge and RAF Changi, Singapore and wasdischarged in 1959
as a Flight Lieutenant.

John WardofLichfield, Staffordshire died on 11th July 2016, aged 89. He joined
the Royal Air Force in 1945 and served as a clerk in North Africa and Malta until
discharge as a Leading Aircraftman in 1948. .

Julia ‘Julie’ Waters of Haywards Heath, West Sussex died on 30th December
2015, aged 91. She joined the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force in 1942 and was a
driver throughouther service when she would drive Group Captain Leonard
Cheshire. She was discharged in 1945, leaving as an Aircraftwoman Second
Class.

William Wathen of Brentwood,Essex died on 29th July 2016, aged 100. He

enlisted into the Royal Engineers in 1940,training in Liverpool and Halifax. He

wasClassified Grade 3 and remained in the UK on bomb disposal and beach

mine clearance, receiving a General Officer Commanding’s commendation for

his work. He wasdischarged as a Lance Corporalin 1946.

James ‘Jim’ Whyteof Felixstowe, Suffolk died on 15th August 2016, aged 83.

He joined the Royal Air Force for National Service in 1951 and served as an

engine mechanic in the UK until leaving as an SAC in 1953.
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Derek Wilde of Selby, North Yorkshire died on 1st July 2016, aged 91. He joined
the Royal Armoured Corps in 1943 training as a gunner operatorin tanks. He
then completed infantry training, transferred to the Wiltshire Regiment and was
postedto Italy where he volunteered for the Long-Range Desert Patrol Group.
After returning to the UK with the Wiltshire’s he was deployed to India and was
dischargedas a Private in 1947.

William Wild of Bath, Somerset died on 11th July 2016, aged 98. He joined the
Royal Navy engineering branch in 1934 and servedin several ships operating
mainly in the Mediterranean and Atlantic. He discharged as a Chief Engine
Room Artificer in 1948.

Jean Williams née Donaldsonof Fleetwood, Lancashire died in 2016, aged 91.
She volunteered for the Women’s Royal Naval Service in 1942 and completed
her training in Dunfermline, specialising in communications. She served at
HMSJackdaw andwaslater sent to HMS Assegai in Durban, then HMSNile in
Alexandria. She wasdischarged as a Leading Wrenin 1945.

Leonard Woodof Halesworth, Suffolk died on 22nd July 2016, aged 90. He
enlisted in the Royal Air Force Police in 1943. Posted to the UK and Germany, he
wasa Corporal by the time he discharged in 1948.

William Wraith of Crook, County Durham died on 11th March 2016, aged 97. He
joined the Royal Air Force in 1938 and carried out his training in Gloucestershire,
specialising as a flight mechanic. He later becamea fitter and served in the
Western Desert,Sicily, Italy and Egypt. He also served in a variety of locationsin
the UK before discharge in 1945 as a Corporal.

Astley Wylde of Richmond,Surrey died on 16th July 2016, aged 98. He enlisted
with the Royal Signals in July 1939 and wasposted to the Middle East in 1942.
Having served in Iraq, South Africa and Egypt, he was discharged in 1959 as a
Sergeant.

Frederick ‘Alan’ Yardley of Plymouth, Devon died on 9th July 2016, aged
77. He enlisted in the Royal Navyin 1955, posted to the Far East he was a
former memberof the Devonport Field Team from 1965 to 1968prior to being
discharged as an Able Seamanin 1969.
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