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  The Review celebratesits centenary.
In July the Review quietly celebrated its own very special anniversaryasthefirst

edition of the Review, then spelt Revue, was published in July 1915. To mark our

centenary webring you an interview with Lord Ashcroft KCMG PC as he speaks

of his collection of Victoria Crosses and George Crosses and The Lord Ashcroft

Gallery at the Imperial War Museum in London.

Butfirst to the early Review.It was light hearted in tone and often facetious,

witharticles on rowing onthelake, Visitors’ Day, the VADs, and poems,

including the inevitable parodyof Kipling’sIf. It reveals a lot about the spirit at

St Dunstan’s Lodge, as written in a humorousveinit reflected the brave spirit of

those First World War blind veterans who madefunoftheir difficulties.

It is not known whostarted the Revue, butthefirst piece of editorial, a letter
from the editor, is reproduced below.This featured in the July 1915 Revue,
which wassold for 1S. Net.

‘St Dunstan’s as youall knowis a hostel for blinded soldiers and sailors. What
then could be more desirable than a magazinefor their benefit which is useless

to them? Nobodywantsit, and so | consider it my duty to bring one out.

‘It is not an advertisementof cheap wit, noris it meant to make you laugh at
the expenseofothers.It merely chronicles a few of the actual happeningsat
St Dunstan’s. Youwill, | am sure, agree with mein saying that when onesees
such a large numberand such a quaint assortment of people as one doeshere,
their doings and sayings should not be allowedto sink unrecordedinto utter
oblivion.

‘It is hoped that noneof our articles will be considered impertinent or personal,
but everyonehereis so jolly andfull of fun that they cannot help being amused
by all who come and go, and even those whostay.

‘It will probably be remarked “Whydothey notbring out their magazinein
Braille, so that the officers and mencanreadit?” That is what wealso say, and
so, dear reader, if you happento knowBraille we shall be more than grateful to
youif you will carry out your own suggestion.

‘We should also much appreciate anyarticles for our next issue, and we hope —
there being no tax on hope — to answerall letters and inquiries, which may be

addressed to The Editor, 12 Kensington Gate, W.’



Sadly only four articles were offered, two from the same man,andin the next

issue, published three monthslater, the Editor threatened to stop publication

unless there wasbetterliterary support. Presumably there wasnot, for he

carried out his threat and our charity was without a magazine for the nextsix

months.

Then oneofourfirst masseurs, William Girling, revived the idea — according

to his account, just for his own amusement. He wasnotfit enoughto take part

in games, and he indulgeda tastefor scribbling. The first edition was modest

enough,consisting of a single typewritten copy. It was an immediate success,

and a monthlater Girling brought out his second number, with a print of a

thousand whichsold out within a week.

William Girling qualified as a masseur before the end of the magazine's

first revival year. Soon afterwardsit had a sighted Editor, the Workshop

Superintendent Charles Rose for a few months.He wasfollowed by Richard

King Huskinson whowasbotha professional journalist — he did a weekly book

review and essay for the Tatler — andlike Rose, was a voluntary helperat

St Dunstan’s. He had no official rank, but he wascalled Adjutant and he was

a goodfriendtoall of the blind veterans at Regent’s Park. He wrote a chapter

for Sir Arthur Pearson’s book on the psychology of the blinded soldier, and the

then Captain lan Fraser helped him with the magazine, becoming joint editors,

until Fraser took over the editorship in February 1918.

lan Fraser's big scoop as editor of the Review wasaninterview with Corporal

Mason whowastorpedoedonhis way back to South Africa after his training.

He wasin ship’s boat for nine hours, and handled one of the heavyoars that

pulled the survivors — whoincluded his mother — to the safety of the British

destroyer. His rowing in Regent’s Park stood him in goodstead.A typically

modest hero, whenhearrived back at St Dunstan’s unexpectedly he apologised

for having lost his typewriter and poultry outfit.

In his 1919 autobiography, Victory Over Blindness, our founderSir Arthur

Pearson, Bt GBE wrote:‘I could fill many pages with interesting extracts from

St Dunstan’s Review, but this bookbids fair to be long enough without these.

‘Among thearticles which | rememberwith a special interest was oneentitled

Trouting by Touch, which waswritten by an officer who had been an eager

fishermanin his sighted days, and who continued to throwa fly with great skill

and successafter he hadlosthis sight. An article called Riding in the Dark by

4

one of the officers who continued to take a keen delight in horseback exercise,

and anotheron golf for blind men written by a private soldier who had been

an expert at the royal and ancient gamein days goneby, and who continued

to derive a great deal of pleasure from golfing. While of course unable to play

a round just as people who can seeplayit, he showedthat a blind golfer can

take part in a foursome whichis played underrather elastic conditions, for there

would obviously be somesituations in which it would be impossible for him

to take his turn, and a great deal of fun and good exercise can be derived from

practice shots.

‘To each | contributed a few pages, in which | dealt with matters of general

interest to St Dunstaners past and present, and in which | gave hints in regard

to ways in which my experience had led meto believe blind people should

comport themselves. A monthly feature, called Notes on St Dunstan’s Men From

All Part of the World, told, often in their own words, of how fellows whohadleft

were getting on, and proved,| believe, a very invigorating stimulant to those

whowere passing through theinitial stages.

‘Sports Notes served to maintain the keenest interest in athletics, and led many

men whohadleft to continue outdoor amusements with zest.

‘The various phases of work at St Dunstan's were dealt with under separate

headings, and men whohad distinguished themselvesin any way received their

due meed of commendation.

‘The sessions of the Debating Club, and the various entertainments were duly

noticed, and each numbercontained verses, grave or gay, contributed by St

Dunstaners past or present.’

To illustrate Sir Arthur’s points we conclude with three items from the early

Review.Thefirst is Notes by the Chief, signed CAP (Cyril Arthur Pearson). The

secondis a Letter from Matron Hughes with a wonderful photographthat

illustrates life at Regent's Park. Andfinally Editorial Notes by the then editor

William Girling.



Picture: Page 1 of Notes by the Chief, Sir Arthur Pearson, from the December Picture: Page 2 of Notes by the Chief, Sir Arthur Pearson, from the December

1916 Review. 1916 Review. 



A Letter from Matron. Review September

1917.

Picture: The Letter from Matron, Frances Hughes, was taken from the

September 1917 Review. Matron Hughesreplaced Miss Davidson, who had

been Matron from our inception.

Picture: Matron Hughes, who was a keen musician, is shownat our First

World WarTraining centre in London's Regent's Park as an early blind veteran

dances with one of the VADs. 



 
 

 

Picture: Editorial Notes from the December 1916 Review Editor William

Girling.   
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Lord Ashcroft KCMG PC. Protector

of the Brave. By Catherine Goodier.
The 4th (Service) Battalion, the first of the Service Battalions raised by Lord

Kitchener, cameinto being on 7th August 1914, under Lieutenant Colonel FM

Gillespie, then commanding the Depot, with a nucleusof regular officers and

NCOs.It joined the 40th Brigade of the 13th Division and servedin Gallipoli and

in Mesopotamia.In these two campaignsit worthily upheld the traditions of the

Twenty-Fourth and added twoVictoria Crossesto theroll.

The first of the two Victoria Crosses was awardedto Captain Angus Buchanan,

later knownasthe blind VC.

Despatched from Egypt to Mesopotamia in February 1916, the 13th Division

took part in the sanguinarybattles of the spring of 1916 fought by the

Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force in the vain efforts to relieve General

Townshendin Kut. These actions consisted for the most part of desperate

attacks on strongly entrenchedlines carried out in cold, mud andrain, and in

circumstancesof the greatest hardshipsto the troops.

The spirit of the 4th Battalion was more than equal to the demands made upon

it but General Townshend's position was becoming more desperate that there

wasno timetolose. The 4th Battalion had spent two wet days out in the open

in trenches. However, by 4th April 1916 the ground wasdry andso after dark

the battalion movedinto the forward assembly trenches. The attack by the 7th

(Meerut) Division was being delivered byall three brigades abreast. The attack

started at 0455 on Sth April. Finding their initial objective unoccupied,the 4th

Battalion advanced at 0730 to the next Turkish position at Fallahiya.

The ground wasdevoid of cover, and the firing became moreintense as they

neared the enemypositions. The battalion's machine gunners took advantage

of a communication trench from which they could provide coveringfire, while

others worked their way forward. During one of these rushes, Captain Stewart

Hemingwayfell, dangerously wounded, and oneof his men, goingtohis help,

washit and disabled. Captain Buchanan thereupon dashed from cover and not

only carried Hemingway in despite heavy fire but, going out again, brought

back the private soldier. Captain Hemingwaydied of his woundsthe next day.
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For his most conspicuous bravery on 5th April 1916 Captain Buchanan,4th

(Service) Battalion, The South Wales Borderers, was awarded the Victoria Cross.

The Citation in The London Gazette of 26th September 1916 read:

‘For most conspicuousbravery. During an attack an Officer waslying outin

the open severely woundedabout150 yards from cover. Two men wentto his

assistance and oneof them washit at once. Captain Buchanan,on seeingthis,

immediately went out and with the help of the other man,carried the wounded

man to cover under heavy machine gun fire. He then returned and broughtin
the wounded man,again under heavyfire.’

After being woundedagainlater in the day on which he wontheVictoria Cross,
Captain Buchananwassent to India to recuperate. He rejoined his battalion in

Mesopotamia on 1st August 1916. He wasslightly woundedfora third time on
24th September1916 but returned to his companyafter three days. On 13th
February 1917, whilst engagedin fierce combat, a sniper’s bullet struck him
in the right temple, rendering him totally blind. This caused him to relinquish
his commission on account of his wounds on 2nd September 1917, but he was
allowedto retain the rank of Captain. Captain Buchananreceivedhis Victoria
Cross from HM King GeorgeV at a special ceremony at Durdham Down,Bristol
on 8th November1917.

After a yearat our First World War training centre in London's Regent’s Park,
wherehelearntto be blind and gain victory over blindness, Angus Buchanan
VC MC returned to his studies at Oxford where he gained a law degree. Having
rowed at Regent’s Park he became a memberof the College rowing eight. He
becamea Solicitor and wentinto partnership with Mr G Brocklehurst Taylorat
Coleford in 1929. From September 1933, Angus conductedthe practice alone
until his early death on 1st March 1944 at the age of 49 from woundssustained
during his Great War Service. He was buried in Coleford Cemeterywithfull
military honours. The Times newspaperof 3rd March 1944 remarkedthat ‘Few
men havefaced adversity with greater cheerfulness and patience than Angus
Buchanan’.

Today Captain Buchanan’s medalgroup, which includeshis Victoria Cross,
Military Cross (MC), 1914-15 Star, British War Medal (1914-20), Victory Medal
(1914-19) plus MiD Oakleaf, King George VI Coronation Medal (1937) Knight,
Orderof St Vladimir (Russia) are on display for all the world to see in The Lord
Ashcroft Gallery at the Imperial War Museum, London.

12

The Review had the great honour to meetwith Lord Ashcroft in the Lord

Ashcroft Gallery, when we found out how this wonderful man, whokeepsthe

namesofthe bravestalive, feels as he standsin the gallery that bears his name.

Review: Lord Ashcroft can you pleasetell us of the origin of your interest

in bravery and Victoria Crosses and George Crosses and whatfor you these

distinguished decorationsstand for?

Lord Ashcroft: “My interest in bravery dates back to when| was a small boy.

Myfather, the late Eric Ashcroft, was a modest man,but he eventually told me

abouthis experiences as a young officer during the D-Day Landings when he

ran up Sword Beach in Normandyin the early hours of June 6th 1944.

“My father was wounded and the Commanding Officer wasshotbyhis side by a

GermanSniper and from that | gradually developed a widerinterest in courage

in general, and gallantry medals in particular.

“The Victoria Cross was created as the namesakesays by QueenVictoria in 1856

andit’s Britain and the Commonwealth's most prestigious award for bravery in

the face of the enemy. And nowadays,like the GeorgeCross, it can be awarded

to both living men and womenandit can be awarded posthumously.

“The George Cross wasintroduced by GeorgeVI in 1940 andit’s Britain and the

Commonwealth's most prestigious award for gallantry notin the face of the

enemy.It is often affectionately knownasthecivilian VC, but in fact most of

its recipients served in the Armed Forces and the majority of these carried out

bomb disposal work.

“To me the recipients of both the Victoria Cross and George Cross deserve to be

regardedin that special category of the bravest of the brave.”

Review:In your bookVictoria Cross Heroes you wrotethatit was years before a

suitable VC turned upfor sale. Could you pleasetell us why in 1986 the Victoria

Cross of Leading Seaman James Magennis interested you when others hadn't?
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  Lord Ashcroft:“The reality is that for many years | had neither the financial
resources northe time to devote to the collecting of these gallantry medals,

but howeverhaving madea little money as an entrepreneur, and with some

more time on my handsin the mid 1980s,| wasfinally in a position to bid for
a Victoria Cross. The VC awarded to Leading Seaman James Magennis came

up for auction in the summerof 1986 and | was immediately taken by the

recipient’s outstanding courage.

“Magennis had shownastonishing courage. He wasthe diver on a midget

submarine whenhis craft became wedgedoff Malaysia between the Japanese

warshipthat it was targeting, and the sea floor. Showing great bravery and
overcoming hugedifficulties he freed the charge that had becomestuckto the
ship and the midget submarine wasthen able to escape from the scene.

“The VC was awardedin 1945, the year in fact before | was born, and Magennis
himself wasa bit of a character, in truth a hard drinking Irishman, and so both
the VC action,andits recipient appealed to me.”

Review:Today weare standingin front of the Victoria Cross for Angus
Buchanan whoremainsBlind Veterans UK’s highest decorated memberof our
charity for his most conspicuous bravery during action at the Fallujah Lines on
April 5th 1916.

Paul Jacobs GM whois with us todayis presently the highest decorated
living memberof our charity, although only 26 years old. He was blinded on
Afghanistan's frontline on 20th August 2009 and was awarded the George
Medal for the courage andbraveryhedisplayed onthat day, although from
citations that | have read that were written by his Commanding Officer he
displayed that courage and bravery throughouthis service.

Can youpleasetell us how and whentheVictoria Cross of Angus Buchanan
cameinto your possession and whatit was that interested you in Angus
Buchanan?

Lord Ashcroft: “! was able to buy Buchanan’s medal privately in 2003 as | was
hugely impressed in Buchanan’s bravery, not just in his VC action but on several
other occasions.

“Buchananwasinitially awarded the MC for bravery at Gallipoli, now part of
modern day Turkey, on January 7th 1916 when in command of a companyin
trenches east of what wascalled Gully Ravine.
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“And on March 4th 1916 Captain Buchananarrived in Mesopotamia, whichis

now Iraq of course, and on April 5th he tookpart in the action for which he did

receive the VC. Buchanan courageously saved two wounded comradesfrom

No Man’s Land. First with the help of another man he rescued under heavy

machine gun fire a woundedofficer who waslying some 150 yards from cover.

He then returned and brought in a second wounded man, again under heavy

fire. Incidentally the second man had been wounded and he wentto help the

injured officer.

“Later that same day on April 5th Buchanan was woundedin fighting against

the Turks and his VC was announced in September 1916 at which point he still

had his sight. King George V pinned the Victoria Cross and the Military Cross on

Captain Buchanan’s uniform on November8th 1917 at a ceremony honouring

127 medalrecipients, which was attendedin fact by thousandsof people.

“By this point Buchanan,then agedonly 23, had lost his sight and he was

thereafter knownaffectionately as the blind VC. In fact Buchanan receivedhis

most serious injuries on February 13th 1917. This is whenhelost the sightin

both eyes as a result of being hit in the head by a sniper’s bullet.”

Review:Before the VC and medal group of Angus Buchanan cameinto your

possession had you heardofhis exceptional bravery and did you knowthat he

had been blinded andaftertraining at Blind Veterans UK, then St Dunstan’s,

he returned to Jesus College, Oxford where he read law and later worked ina

solicitor’s office?

Lord Ashcroft: “| wasn’t actually aware of the bravery of Angus Buchananprior

to the medal group being offered to me. It should be stressed that a VC has

been awarded morethan 1,350 times, and so even the greatest medal experts

don't really know the backgroundto every VC action. | was, however, aware of

St Dunstan’s, now of course Blind Veterans UK, and ofits work because of my

support over the years as a philanthropist for various charities for the blind and

partially sighted.

“It was only after being offered Buchanan’s VCthat| also learnt of his amazing

life, including his work as a solicitor after he ended the Great War Service.”
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  Review: Again in your book, Victoria Cross Heroes, you write that you did not

initially set out with the idea of owning more than oneVictoria Cross. As your

collection grew did youfeel a burden of responsibility and is that what led you

to establish The Michael A Ashcroft Trust and The Lord Ashcroft Gallery?

Lord Ashcroft: “When| first heard of the Victoria Cross as a school boy | read

manyofthe stories and | then read in the newspaperat somepoint that a

Victoria Cross had been sold and | thought that would be a wonderful thing to

owna Victoria Cross. It wasa life’s ambition, and in 1986 with the Magennis VC,

the first Victoria Cross that | purchased,it was intended to bejust a oneoff. But

whenthe medal wasdelivered to me at myoffice and | was holdingit in one

hand and re-reading the story of the courage of Leading Seaman Magennis a

frisson went through methat perhapsonly a collector can really appreciate, and

| knew at that pointof time, instead of being the end of the quest, it was only

the beginning.

“By the time | had collected over 20 Victoria Crosses | becamea little

uncomfortable that this wonderful collection should bein private hands for one
person.Andit wasfrom that point of time that| realised that the medals had to
go on public display sometimein the future. But | had in fact collected about
100 Victoria Crosses before it had leaked out as to who the purchaser was. And
then | started the questto find the ideal place where the public could admire
the bravery of these men and women,and of course the Imperial War Museum
wasright at the topofthelist as the place in which the display should be. Today
| have in the collection around 190 Victoria Crosses and with a contribution
that | made to the Imperial War Museum to enable them to build the galleryit’s
here today with over a million visitors every year who cometo admire and read
about the courage of these amazing people.”

Review: Howdoesit feel standing here today knowing that you’ve made
this happen and that you keep the namesof these men and womenalive
throughout the world?

Lord Ashcroft: “Well, this gallery is one of my pride andjoys. | never thought
when| started off in just wanting to have just one Victoria Cross that it would
eventually lead to a gallerylike this, which is honouring the courage ofso many,
including Odette Hallowes, whoreceived the GeorgeCross.
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“To comealongto the gallery whenthere's a group of schoolboys here and

you hear one shoutacross ‘Oi comehere andlisten to what this geezer done!’

just sendsa chill, but a pleasant one through methat this quest, and whathas

happenedhere, hasall been worthwhile.”

Review: | know from my ownworkthat | am often humbled by the people|

meet. Not just people like Paul whois the humblest person and | embarrass

him greatly every time | mention his George Medal, but obviously most of the

people who cometo us now have Macular Degeneration andit’s meeting them

and seeing how they put their gutsintolife to learn to live with their sight loss.

How do youfeel when you meetliving recipients of the Victoria Cross and the

George Cross?

Lord Ashcroft: “Well over the years I’ve met manyof the recipients, many more

of course in the early days for those who had been awardedtheVictoria Cross

through the Second World War andare sadly no longerwith us today. | found

that experience extremely moving and extremely humbling.If you met manyof

these recipients in a pub you wouldn't be ableto say: ‘Do you know I've worked

out that’s the sort of guy who would havethe Victoria Cross.’ You’d probably

have guessed wrongly and have gone to somebody whoacted morelike the

local bully. But yet the quiet manin the corner was the man whohad wonthe

gallantry award.

“They showed great humility and of course many times they simply didn’t want

to talk about what had happened.But having written the book Victoria Cross

Heroesit was important for me, with the journalist hat on, to be able to add

some morecolour to the narrative of what they did, rather than perhaps what

happenedor waswritten in the citationitself.

“So they were always good companyto be with and | was just proud to be

in a position from the outside to honour people for what they did knowing

that | was nevera participantin that. | didn’t serve in the ArmedForcesand|

questioned myself: ‘Would | have the courageif | were faced with that situation

and what would | do and how would| react?’ I’ve neverreally been able, for

myself, to answer that question.”

17

 



  Paul Jacobs:“It’s a strange one because your bodytakesover. The mind

doesn’t think the bodyjust takes over. So peoplelike Beharry, whoI've met a

few times at events, and obviously what he did was outrageously courageous,

but hewill say the same, your bodyjust takes overasit’s just drilled into you,

soldier, sailor or as the boss [Nick Caplin] here Airman.

Lord Ashcroft: Well if you recall there is one Victoria Cross which was awarded

in World War One where they were handling a box of grenades and a pin came

out and it dropped onto thefloor and there were 19 menin a trench. One man

threw himself on top of that grenade, blew himself to pieces, but the other 18

were saved, and so you ask yourself the question, that man had a decision to

make, which washardly a second.

“There are many cases where theacts of bravery are spur of the moment, and

as you'vejust said Paul, where something takes over that you don’t have time

to think,it’s an instinct,it’s an ‘I have to do’. Whetherit’s for a friend, a mate,

the Regiment,it’s neverreally the cause of the battle itself; it’s something very

personal to those around you.

Paul Jacobs:“Asa soldier and an infantryman it’s not just your friends that

you're fighting for,it’s also theflag, as it has been for hundredsofyears,right

back to when we rode on horseback as Knights. Theflag is very, very important.

For example in Afghanistan when wehad to leave FOBGibraltar as there were

too many IEDs and the enemy wasjust too muchfor our small advance, it was

a very sad day and there werea lot of tears because we couldn't hold it and the

flag was taken down.It was a very,very sad dayasit is the flag that represents

everything. There are twoflags. There’s the Regimental Flag and the UnionFlag.

It was a very, very sad dayandit’s a day that | remember because we couldn't

hold on to something.

Lord Ashcroft: “Going back to rescue the flag has been a feature through

history, hasn’t it?”

Paul Jacobs:“Yes. For sure.”

Lord Ashcroft: “And menhaverisked their lives just to save the flag.”

Paul Jacobs:“If | had my sight| still would.”

Nick Caplin: “I’m struckalso by the issue of courage and howthat’s affected

also in the battle against blindness, as in the blind VC, but also some of our

young warblind today. We have other young soldiers like Paul who were

blinded in battle and the couragethat they display in overcoming those

challengesis extraordinary, absolutely extraordinary.”

Lord Ashcroft: “| congratulate you Paul on doing this work and helping

through this cause and what you're doing now.Ten out of 10 mate.”

Lord Ashcroft you are our hero, and the hero of the Victoria Cross and George

Cross recipients whom youkeepalive forall the world to know of them and

their astonishing acts of bravery and courage. The Lord Ashcroft Gallery is a

magnificent monumentto heroism.

We wouldlike to thank Lord Ashcroft KCMG PC, to whom weare indebted for

giving us so much ofhis time. Angela Entwistle, Corporate Communications

Director in Lord Ashcroft’s Office, who has worked with Lord Ashcroft since

1986 when he boughthisfirst Victoria Cross, the VC of Leading Seaman James

Magennis. Vicky Dumble in Lord Ashcroft’s office. Roisin Joyce, Development

Manager, Imperial War Museums.Junior Cummings IWM, London. Rebecca

Maciejewska,Secretary of The VC and GC Association. Stephen Farish of The

Regimental Museum of The Royal Welsh and Ruth Duncan, Curator, The Gordon

Highlanders Museum.

And we extend our deepestgratitude to our very greatfriend, Blind Veterans

UK Vice Patron, GeneralSir Peter dela Billigre KCB KBE DSO MC & Bar. Heis the

author of many booksthat includes Supreme Courage,a collection of heroic

stories from 150 Years of the Victoria Cross.

Lord Ashcroft’s Victoria Cross Heroes (Michael Ashcroft) is published by

Headline Review and the foreword is written by HRH The Princeof Wales.It tells

the stories of over 150 individuals whose bravery has earned them the Victoria

Cross. Each chapter coversa different conflict, from the Crimean Warto Iraq.

The Lord Ashcroft Gallery, which showcases the world’s largest collection

of Victoria Crosses, is housed on the 5th floor of The Imperial War Museum,

Lambeth Road, LondonSE1 6HZ.It is open daily from 10am to 6pm and

admissionisfree.It is fully accessible and audio descriptions are available.
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row at a Reunionofthe First World Warblind veterans. lan Fraser, who was

our Chairmanfor 53 years, is seated in the centre of the second rowandis

shownholding his knee.

    

Picture: Angus Buchanan VC MC,seated fourth from the right in thesecond

 

 

Picture below left: For Valour. The Victoria Cross. Picture below right:

Captain Angus Buchanan VC MC,4th (Service) Battalion, The South Wales

Borderers. Copyright: Portrait supplied by Stephen Farish, The Regimental

Museum of The Royal Welsh.
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Captain Sir Beachcroft Towse, VC KCVO CBE1st

Battalion The Gordon Highlanders, 19th Brigade.

Angus Buchanan VC MC remainsthe highest decorated memberof our charity

throughout our 100 yearsof service, but two holders of the Victoria Cross have

been involved in our work.

In the Chairman’s Notes of the July 1948 Review lan Fraser wrote:

‘St Dunstan's and the blind world generally mournthelossof three good

friends. Senior in age and service, Captain Sir Beachcroft Towse, VC KCVO CBE,

passed away on June21st at the age of eighty-four. Since he lost his sight in

action in the Boer Warin 1900,his life had been devotedto the service ofblind

people. Twoacts of extreme bravery won him the award ofthe Victoria Cross,

but the second act — the defenceof a post with twelve men against 150 Boers

— cost him his sight. He joined the Council of the National Institute for the

Blind in 1901 and becameits chairmanin 1921, a position which he held until

1944, whenill-health forced him to resign. During the 1914-18 war, he visited

wounded menin hospital in France. | rememberas| lay in hospital being told

that a blind VC was comingto visit me, perhapsto write letters for me.Asit

happened,| did not meet him then, as | moved on, but the thought remained

with methatif this blind man, could write letters, there might be other useful

things whichI, too could do.

‘Many youngblindedsoldiers owedtheirfirst incentive to Captain Towse.| met

him later at Portland Place[the officers’ house] and for many years we served

together on various committees. He becamea Vice President of St Dunstan’s

in 1946 and was a nationalvice president of the British Legion. We salute the

passing of a gallant soldier and comrade.’

From TheVictoria Cross and George Cross Association.

Ernest Beachcroft Beckwith Towse VC(later Sir Ernest Beachcroft Beckwith

Towse VC) Captain 1st Battalion The Gordon Highlanders, 19th Brigade.

The Citation in The London Gazette 6th July 1900 read:

‘On the 11th December, 1899, at the action of Majestontein, Captain Towse was

broughtto notice by his Commanding Officerfor his gallantry and devotion

in assisting the late Colonel Downman, when mortally wounded,in the

retirement, and endeavouring, whenclose upto the front of the firing line,
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  to carry Colonel Downmanonhis back; but finding this not possible, Captain

Towse supported him till joined by Colour Sergeant Nelson and Lance Corporal

Hodgson.

‘On the 30th April, 1900, Captain Towse, with twelve men, took up a position

on the top of MountThaba, far away from support. A force of about 150 Boers

attemptedto seize the sameplateau, neither party appearing to see the other

until they were but 100 yards apart. Someof the Boers then got within 40 yards

of Captain Towseandhis party, and called on him to surrender. He at once

caused his men to openfire and remainedfiring himself until severely wounded

(both eyes shattered), succeeding in driving off the Boers. The gallantry of this

Officerin vigorously attacking the enemy(for he not only fired, but charged

forward) saved the situation, notwithstanding the numerical superiority of the

Boers.’

 

 

Picture: Captain Ernest

Beachcroft Beckwith Towse

VC KCVO CBE. Copyright: The

Gordon Highlanders Museum,

Aberdeen.   Picture: Captain Beachcroft TowseVCKVCO CBE

at his VC Investiture on 18th July 1900 at Windsor Castle. Copyright: The

Gordon Highlanders Museum, Aberdeen.
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Sergeant John McAulay VC DCM,
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Picture: From the October 1918 Review captioned: Serget McAulay VC DCM,

who wonhis VC at Bourlon Wood,coaches St Dunstaners in Athletic Sports

in his spare time.
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Sergeant John McAulay VC DCM wasthe Athletic Sports Coach in 1918 at our

First World Wartraining centre in London's Regent’s Park. He was awarded the

Victoria Cross for his actions on 27th November1917 at Fontaine Notre Dame,

France.

Sergeant McAulay was mentionedin the Review of November1918: Physical

Training will commence during November, and each annexwill form its own
class under the guidanceof a physical training expert. Sergt. McAulay VC,of
the Scots Guards haskindly offered to give us his valuable services, both for
physical training and for tug of war, as far as his military duties will permit. The
second contest for the Pearson Tug of War Challenge Cup (catch weight)will
take place early in December.

Information from the Victoria Cross and George Cross Association read:

Fontaine Notre Dame, France. 27th November1917.
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‘From 23rd to 28th November 1917 the Battle of Cambrai centred on theBritish

attempt to capture Bourlon Woodona ridge due west of Cambrai. On 27th

November1917, 1st Battalion Scots Guards took part in an unsuccessful assault

on Fontaine Notre Dame,astride the Cambrai-Bapaume Road, south east of

Bourlon Wood. One companywassent along the sunken road north from

Cantaing to try and link up with the Grenadier Guardsin the village but came

under very heavy enemy machine gun fire. Whenall his officers had become

casualties, Sergeant J McAulay assumed commandandbeat back an enemy

counterattack. He also carried his dying company commander, Lieutenant

Kinnaird, more than 500 yardsto safety.’

The London Gazette of 8th January 1918 read:

‘For most conspicuous bravery and initiative in attack. Whenall his officers

had becomecasualties Serjt. McAulay assumed commandof the company

and undershell and machine gun fire successfully held and consolidated the

objective gained. He reorganised the company, cheered on and encouraged his

men, and under heavyfire at close quarters showed utter disregard of danger.

‘Noticing a counter-attack developing on his exposedleft flank, he successfully

repulsedit by the skilful and bold use of machine guns, aided by two menonly,

causing heavy enemycasualties.

‘Sergeant McAulayalso carried his company commander, who was mortally

wounded,a long distance to a place of safety under heavyfire. Twice he was

knocked downbythe concussion of a bursting shell, but, nothing daunted, he

continued onhis way until his objective was achieved,killing two of the enemy

who endeavouredto intercept him.

‘Throughoutthe daythis very gallant Non Commissioned Officer displayed

the highest courage,tactical skill, and coolness under exceptionally trying

circumstances.’

His VC Investiture took place on the 16th March by King GeorgeV,at

Buckingham Palace.
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Odette Hallowes GC MBE.
The photograph on the facing page shows Odette Hallowes (Mrs) GC MBE,

Chevalier de la Légion d'honneur,withBill Griffiths MBEat the annual POW

Reunion atthe Brighton centrein April 1986.Bill was a well-knownblind

veteran wholost his sight and both hands during the Second World War when

he was a prisonerof the Japanese. Former POWs whoattended the Reunion

always recalled how Odette asked them notto stand tooclose to hertoes.

The George Cross and medal group of Odette Hallowes (née Sansom)are held

in The Lord Ashcroft Gallery. Together with her medals the display includes her

pistol, two dolls that she madewhilst a prisoner, and the dark uniform she had

tailored in case she wascaptured as it would not show thedirt.

She wasborn Odette Marie Céline Brailly in Amiens, France, the daughterof the

First World War hero GastonBrailly, who waskilled at Verdun in 1918. At seven,

she caught poliomyelitis, and spenta year blind.

During the Second World Warshe wasenrolled in Special Forces of the First Aid

Nursing Yeomanry (FANY) andtrained by Colonel Maurice Buckmaster’s Special

Operations Executive to be sent into Nazi-occupied France to work with the

French Resistance.

She made a landing near Cannes in 1942, where she madecontact with her

supervisor, Peter Churchill. Using the code nameLise, she brought him funds

and acted as his courier. Churchill’s operation in France wasinfiltrated by Hugo

Bleicher, an Abwehr counterintelligence officer, who arrested Odette and

Churchill at the Hotel de la Poste in Saint-Jorioz on 16th April 1943; they were

then sent to Fresnes Prison. Although tortured by the Sicherheitsdienst who

used a red-hot poker, and pulled out her toes nails, she stuck to her cover story

that Churchill was the nephew of Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and that she

washis wife. The hopewasthatin this way their treatment would be mitigated.

She was condemnedto death in June 1943, although a time for execution was

not specified, and sent to Ravensbruick concentration camp.

Odette survived the warpartly thanksto heralias of “Churchill”. The British had

calculated that if the Germans thought she wasrelated to the British Prime

Minister, they would wantto keep heralive as a possible bargaining tool. And
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so it turned out, for with the Allies only a few miles from Ravensbruck, Camp

commandantFritz Suhren took Sansom with him and drove with herto the U.S.

base to surrender to the Americans. He hoped that her supposed connections

to Churchill might allow him to negotiate his way out of execution.

Subsequently, Odettetestified against the prison guards charged with war

crimes at the 1946 Hamburg RavensbruckTrials.
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Paul Jacobs GM.
Paul Jacobs GMjoined Blind Veterans UK in 2009 after he wasblindedin

Afghanistan whenhealso sustained injury to his arm andleg.

Since losing his career as a Rifleman, which washislife and his family, he has

dedicated himself to charitable work, working with people with dementia

and mentoring young children who haveearly stage vision loss. He has taken

part in an endlesslist of sporting activities that include marathons,triathlons

and tandem cycle rides, and within 10 months of coming outof hospital Paul

climbed MountKilimanjaro, all to raise awareness of, and fundsfor, Blind

Veterans UK.

An accomplished poet he proved himselfin the literary field, when, in 2014,

David Dimbleby closed the Remembrance Sundaybroadcast from the

Cenotaphwith Paul’s poem Fallen Saints, a poem that Paul wroteforhis friends

whowerekilled in Afghanistan. And in 2015 Paul joined thestaff of the Review.

Someonewhodoesnotreadily speak of the reason he was awarded the George

Medalat an investiture at Buckingham Palace by HM The Queenin 2010,his

medal citation is set out below.

George Medal, Rifleman Paul RaymondJacobs,TheRifles.

Rifleman, Upper Sangin Valley, Helmand Province, Afghanistan.

Rifleman Jacobs wasonpatrol with his Vallon mine detector leading his patrol
up one of the most heavily IEDd stretches of road in the whole of Afghanistan.
An alleyway had beenisolated to deny the enemythe opportunity to attack
by command wire and a memberof his Companywasclearing south down
the alley-way whenthere was an enormousexplosionresulting in the soldier
being fatally wounded.Jacobs,all aloneless a single cover man, immediately
set about clearing up to and around the body.As he did so, he confirmed
that a secondary device, lying on the surface, was not touching. As he moved
back up the alleyway towardshis cover man who had now comeforward,
anotherdevice suddenly exploded,killing his comrade. Jacobs was seriously
wounded,suffering severe fragmentation damageto his eyes but bleeding
heavily from multiple wounds, he had the presence of mind and experience to
drag himself back onto the safe route he had just cleared and into a position
where his extraction would besafer to others. His sheer personal courage and
startling determination, unswerving courage, selflessness, devotion to duty and
dedication to his comradeswasfaultless.’
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Picture: Rifleman Paul Jacobs, 2nd Battalion The Rifles,is decorated with

The George Medal by HM The Queenat Buckingham Palace. Copyright: PA Photos Limited not for reproduction outside the pagesof this Review.
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  Second Lieutenant Sidney Clayton Woodroffe VC.

8th Battalion, the Rifle Brigade (Prince Consort's

Own). By Paul Jacobs GM.

Oneof the Victoria Crosses held in Lord Ashcroft’s collection at The Lord

Ashcroft Gallery, is that of 2nd Lieutenant Sidney Woodroffe VC, 8th Battalion,

the Rifle Brigade (Prince Consort’s Own). A Battalion of my former Regiment.|

am proudto have served with 2ndBattalion, the Rifles, and on 30th July | was

privileged to be a guestat the unveiling of the Victoria Cross Commemorative

Paving Stone to 2nd Lieut Woodroffe VC at LewesLibrary. It was part of a

nationwide Governmentproject to honour hundredsof First World War heroes

who were awardedtheVictoria Cross.

The date of 30th July is a significant one, as it was on that day one hundred

years ago that Woodroffe earnedhis Victoria Cross. It was also the day on which

he lost his life.

| would like to thank my former Commanding Officer, Brigadier Rob Thomson

CBE DSO, as | was humbledto be included at the unveiling and to be

mentioned in his speech in the samesentence as Sidney Woodroffe VC.

Belowis an extract from Lord Ashcroft’s book, Victoria Cross Heroes that was

read at the unveiling.

‘Sidney Woodroffe was born in Lewes, Sussex, on 17th December 1895 and

was educated at Marlborough College, where he wasa senior prefect and

represented the schoolat rugby,cricket and hockey. He then attended

Pembroke College, Cambridge, gaining a classical scholarship. He joined the

Rifle Brigade two days before Christmas 1914 and wentto France in May of

the following year before winning the VC for conspicuous bravery at Hooge,

Flanders.’

Woodroffe’s father, who lost three of his four sons in the Great War, received

a letter from Lieutenant R.C. Maclachlan which spelled out precisely how

courageousSidney had been:

‘Your youngerboy wassimply oneof the bravest of the brave, and the work he
did that day will stand out as a record hard to beat. Whenthe line was attacked
and broken onhisright hestill held the trench, and only when the Germans
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were discovered to bein the rear of him did heleaveit. Hefinally brought his

commandback, and then tookpart in the counter-attack. He waskilled out in

front, in the open, cutting the wire to enable the attack to be continued.

This is the bald statementof his part of that day’s action. He risked his life for

others right through the day andfinally gaveit for the sake of his men. He was

a splendid type of young officer, always bold as a lion, confident and sure of

himself too. The loss he is to me personally is very great, as | have learnt to

appreciate whata sterling fine lad he was. His men would havefollowed him

anywhere.’

Lieutenant Woodroffe’s parents received their son’s VC at an investiture by

King George V at Buckingham Palace on 29th November 1916. The VC wassold

privately to Lord Ashcroft in 2001 andis on display in the The Lord Ashcroft

Gallery of the Imperial War Museum in London.

A recording of the unveiling ceremony of the Victoria Cross Commemorative

Paving Stone for Sidney Woodroffe VCis included in the Talking Review.

There is no known graveto Sidney Woodroffe, but he is commemorated on the

Menin Gate Memorial To The Missing. Rest In Peace.
 

 
Picture: From left to right: Brigadier Rob Thomson CBE DSO,2nd Lieutenant

Josh Miers 4th Battalion the Rifles, Paul Jacobs GM, Major Ron Cassidy MBE

Late the Rifles Brigade, Major Mark Scrase-Dickins CMG DLLate the Rifles
Brigade, The Lord-Lieutenant of East Sussex Mr Peter Field DL and The Mayor

of LewesCllr Susan Murray.  
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